e R Loy A R A S e B B
,,1:‘ !i g "I };""? gy

Jree Press

Luditorial Pagels

B2 The Acion Free Press, Wed., May 24, 1976

Those four mystery lights

¥

The four mysterious lights
pictured here last week have
brought a possible explanation
from amateur astronomer Norm
Elliott.

He says that the four images
conform to the positions of two
stars and two planets.. He checked
back and ascertained they would
be in just that position at that time
of the year.

On the left, the two lights are in
the same position as the planets
Mars and Saturn at that time of
year. It's unusual for them to be in
such close conjunction and Norm
had noticed them at the time.

On the right, the lights are in the
position of Castor and Pollux, two
bright stars in the constellation

Gemini. -

Norm thinks a 10 second
exposure could easily put the
somewhat blurred image of the
stars and planets on the film.

24th on 24th

So the 24th of May fell on the 24th
of May this year! It's only been a
movable feast since 1952; before
that the 24th was the 24th no matter
what. Now it'’s the preceding
Monday, and we can get out on the
roads for a long weekend's ac-
tivities.

Laurence Fuller, Rosemary
Rd., who took the pictures, is very
interested in Norm’s theory, but he
thinks the clouds were probably
dense all over the sky, not just
overhead, g2

Just the day after the picture
appeared in the Free Press, an
article appeared in the Globe and
Mail on ball lightning, which
describes small luminous spheres
that appear during thunderstorms.

That phenomenon has scientists

baffled.

Norm Elliott doesn’t think the

four simultaneous bright spots
could be ball lightning.

Don Hilts of Rockwood a
photographer himself, would like to
see the negative to try to figure out
if the lights were reflections.

No one has even hinted they

‘might be spaceships from outer

space!

Nothing beats the fireworks—a
great tradition recalling royalty
which hasn’t been stamped out yet.

Queen Victoria was born May 24,
1819, and the holiday was first de-
clared 16 years aiter her death.
Now it's a tradition of long
standing.

Of this and that

s

Erin printer Colin Newland has
found and donated to the Uni-
versity of Guelph four ruffed
grouse eggs. The University reg-
uested help in a letter to the editor
here, He's the only person we've
heard of who was able to help in the
research. And he turned down the
$1 each offered by the university
for each egg!

+ + +

Although there are no govern-
ment grants for young people’s
projects in Acton and district this
summer, the days of grants aren’t
all over. A Student Community
Service program grant brings
$4,633 to two Qakville students to
provide service to immigrants.
Another gives $5,174 for senior
citizens. This one will provide tools
and seeds for senior citizens
interested in gardening.

+ 4+ +

Nine more Wintario grants have
been assigned to Halton, but none
yet for Acton. They go to Oakville
for lane dividers for swim meets,
Milton for soccer travel costs, Bur-
lington for goal equipment, Oak-
ville ' for - baseball equipment,
Campbellville for baseball equip-
ment, Burlington for ski first aid
equipment, Georgetown for base-
ball equipment and Oakville for

transportation to the seminar’

“Management by Women in the
Arts.” -
Some of these days.....

+ + +

Last Wednesday’'s snow was a
shock to eyes, and campers got a
cold start on the season with the
low temperatures over the holiday.

Bob MacArthur and Dora Ryder
have ended long careers in the
printing business and all of us in
the company had a party Thursday
because of it.

Bob started work at the Free
Press on January 10, 1927—all of 49
years ago. He was away from
Acton for nine years of that span,
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but always as a printer and some-
times reporter too. .

He is the last person here to
retire who worked under the legen-

dary H. P. Moore, that staunch,
old-fashioned pillar of the com-

munity, who was publisher for
many years.
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RETIREMENT PARTY for Bob MacAr
Dora Ryder was held Thursday by Dills Printing

zlishing at the Legion. Bob, a printer for
49 years, was presented with a type drawer filled
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People we miss

WINTER-WEARY old stump is revealed in spring
sunshine at Blue Springs scout reserve. A photo-

apher hunting for a scout camp on the weekend
‘found beauty in the woodlands.
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Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

This is & time of vear when o ot of
schonl teachers get o sinking fecling

All year they have been loboring in the
[airly boareen vineyards of their students,
sustained by the knowledge that there is
still time to prodluce a green shoot or two,
and maybe even encugh gripes o make
some kind of brew.

Suddenly, there arv only 16 teaching
days left, and there s the dreadial realiza-
tton that they have exhausted all their
skills, and that it had abuut as much effect
on Susie and Joe as would a hucke! of
waler poured over a seal. 1 just doesn't
slick.

Thus, when they should be looking for-
ward with anticipation o end of term and
summer vacalion, many  leachers  fand
themselves instead in a veritable Slouhh of
Bespond. '

1t the students” perenmal belief in
miracles that puts the leachers unto anli-
depressant pills aboul oow.

Aside from school work, adolescents

are not dumb. They are uiet aware that
cducation hese days 15 a soviological
Jungle from which they have o far hetter
chance of emerging unscathed than do
those poor devils wha ey Lo teach them.

They know tha! in our enlightened
sociely, “fatdure” is a dirly word, and that
everyoene from the Minister of Education,
Lthrough the school board, down te their
classroom feacher, will do back flips
trying to avoeid pinning such a label on
them.

alany sludents know perfectly well that
they can geol aroum! most of the year,
play truant, miss asstgnments, be late
wilh essays, and nothing very terribile will
happen o them,

[n Fagt, of they poo around -looking
serious and sincere for the last few weeks,
and da a little wark, there's every chance
that they will serape or seramble through,
onty to repeat the whole process the pext
year,

Horn antl rised in a society where i is
no shame fo aceept charily, hecause 1it's

_ As printing foreman, Bob taught
the young and lively apprentices
who are still here—older and less
lively—Dave and Jim Dills, Hart-
ley Coles and Wilf Duval, as well as
many others. They remember how
Bob was especially meticulous
about the care of the equipment

with souvenirs of the trade from fellow workers.
Dora Ryder has been a linotype operator and
oof reader for 32 years. With them in the pic-
re are Dave Dills and Jim Dills.

and he used to operate all of ih
When the Milton newspaper was
purchased, Bob was closely
involved in reporting, printing and
mailing. It was wartime then and
things weren't easy. Staff was
minimal. -

He married Sabra Nelson who
worked in the front office and even
after she left she continued to write
the 20 and 50 years ago columns lor
years.

Dora Ryder has a special place

“in our affections; she worked here
32years and retired, not because of
years but because of a cruel illness.
It was great to have her with us
again last week and she spoke
touchingly of her work and life,

She started in the front office
but soon showed an aptitude for
operating the folder, handpress
and newspaper. press, She spec-
ialized in operating the linotype,
one of the few women to do so at the
time. And her friends had to admit
she was the speediest and most
accurate. Not to mention the
prettiest.

She left the Free Press to serve
in the WRCNS but returned after
the war. She married adverlising
manager Don Ryder and her next
absence was after the birth of their
son, but luckily she returned after
that, too.

At the party Dave Dills spoke
about them both and made
presentations. Wili Duval pre-
sented Bob with a refinished old
type drawer filled with souvenirs of
his printing days, and a folding
workbench, Dora, who had been

rtied before, was given a huge
plant by Hartley Coles. Oral Norton
gave Bob something very special to
help him remember all the girls,

We miss them both here very

much. /
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now dignificd as welfare, where unem-
ploymen! insurance is a cosy cushion
against adversily, where their aged
parcnts will be looked after by the state,
where the work ethic is scorned, where the
semi-dilerate hockey plaver ur pop star i
nol only idolized but rich, the kids are nol
poing o get their shirls in a koot over
something as apparently icrelevant as
doing well al school, f

Ak let's not blame them too much
L.et's 1ake a look at the world we're
passing on 1o Lhem.

It's o world strangling-drowning in its
own pirsons, created hy the greed of past
generations. The kids see the preed and
the poisoning going right on. Small wonder
they are a little evnical about some of the
virlues such as unselfishness and the
polden rule.

IU's o wortd in which the rip-off is ad-
mired, on the whole, They see unions
ripping off management, management
ripping ofl the consumer, everybody
Irying to rip off the government. So why
not rip off the schoal system? H's the
higgrest sucker of all,

It's & world i which the media pander
ta the bizarre and violenl. The hijacker,
the terrurist are overnight sensations, Is it
naive lo suggesl thal these are respon-
sible, to some exlent, for the bomb warn-
ings, and the incredible vandalism in our
schools? :

ft's a world of drugs. The old man has
his drinks every night and gets smashed on
the weckend. The old lady has 18 different
kinds of pills, Why not run away from
reality be emulating them,

It’s a world in which the daily papers
are full of examples of corruption in high
places. A senator here, o president there,
hiss helped himself. So what's wrong with
cheating, as long as vou aren't caught”

i's & world in which the besl and
bravest are often bullied by the brutal and
belligerent. So why not give the teachers a
hard time? “They can’t do nothi’ to ya,
anvhow, ‘vept senji home, So what? Write
a nofe and sign your old man's name.”

Mot o very pretty peture? You're right,
geatle reader, But this s not an mdictment
of students. It's a ery of shame for the
society we're handing on to them.

Let's restore *'failure™ to our vacahu-
lary. Let's restore “excellence,” another
word thal's been dropped. Let's show the
kids that apathy is ugly, thal reason is
superior 1o violence, that love and sex are
nat synonymous, that compasston and

courage far oulweigh cruelly and cowar-

dice.

I'm sorry for them, and what we have
shown them. Butl T don't despair, Let's
show them it's a beautiful world, and that
they are beautiful and that they are needed
to make il mere beautiful. Then watch
them go.

Fowl Chapter .

An advertisement in today’s
paper from the Conservation Auth-
ority asks people not to feed the
wiidfowl on Fairy Lake, since this
discourages them from migrating.

The ad goes on to say if the birds
do not migrate there ‘'is every
possibility that they will die from
exposure during the winter."”” Could
someone tell us why the Authority
thinks this way? How many have
died? Have any bodies been found?

The flocks seemed content

enough, and bird lovers enjoyed

feeding them in midwinter. The
water was kept apen for them.

The request is reasonable enough

without adding a horror note of im-
minent death to it.

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Tuken from the issue of the Free Press
g of May 24, 1856

Highest cheque ever poid in an Apprec-
intion Day draw was made out to Mrs. Herb
Price last Saturday. With a 30 per cent
coupon and the name of the merchant of the
week, she won $188 from the $610 jockpot.
Hers was the second pame drawn.

I"lacing second behind Preston in their
class ot Play Day In Guelph last Thursday
wiis the Acton high school team. About 30
compeled, with Oscar Drijber and Mrs.
[feed coaching. Bruce Andrews set a new
reenrd for the mile race and came in second
in the 88 yard race. Blair $lotchen won the
ball throw, Jim Denny placed first in the
pole vault with Bill Oost second; 8ill Oost

- camde second in high jump; Frank Cooper

won a dash: Delmar Watsan came third In
hoth the mile and 880. Huth Landsborough

came third in the 75 yard dash and third in
the running broad.

Lonstable Donald Cook, recently trans- .

frerred from Acton to the Walerdown de-
tachinent of the: Provineial Police, was re-
ported 1o be anjured in collisien on the
Quenn Elizabeth Highway, The accident
ieeurred near Sioney Creek Tuesday., The
crusier Constable Cook was driving was
siruck in Lhe rear by another car driven by
Lawrence Toole, 22, of Winona,

matives of Eden Mills, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles  Hoberts celebrated their 50th
wirlding anniversary at their Moffat home
Wednesday when [riends and neighbors
gathered to honor the couple.

50 years ago

Taken from the (ssue of the Free Press,
of Thuraday, May 27, 1926.

Mr Peter A, Smith has purchased Hill
Hall, the fine residential property on the
Beadmore and Co premises which he and
hus wife have occupied for the past four
years ar s0 Mr. Smith has retired from the
superintendency of Beardmare sole leather

tannery and will now take life somewhat .

lasurely Mr. and Mrs Smith and their
daughter Pearl will continue 1o live in their
residence in Acton.

Empire Day was lovally observed
Friday evening with a school concert of
merit in the tewn hall Playing in 2 mouth
organ band were Gordon Curme. Melvin
Lacker, Gordon Conoper,, Bill Wilson, John
Kerr, Bert Hinton, Toss Gibbons, Colin
McXNabb, Carney Byrne, Gordon Titus,
Murray Smith, George Tyler, Lloyd Bruce
and Arthur Gamble.

1ODE. awards went to Kathleen
Molozzie, Bert Hinton, Helen Ostrander,
Katherine Stewart, Mary Gibbons, John
Mellon, Bessie Ralwins, Bobbie Hall, Jane
Elson, Helen Campbell, Irene Elliott, Ida
Morello, Helen Evans, Ethel Woods, Jean
ILambert and Wilma Hansen

Milton public schools have barred
married women as teachers and when
women teachers are engaged they must
make a solemn promise nol to marry
during the term

Acton now has eight gascline tanks
installed for the convenience of the motor-
i5is ' '

Acton 1.OOF will hold their annual
Decoration Day and church parade Sunday,
June 5.

. Inthe whole of Canada not 25 cities have
adopted Daylight Saving It's time the fad
was discontinued.

100 years ago

Taken (rom thessue of the Free Press
Mav 11, 1876,

Svome of our storekeepers are keeping
very late hours. The habit is a dangerous
one, and il persisted in will ruin their reput-
ation for—iWe'll tell you some other time.)

The Minister of Education has appointed
Monday, Lthe 10th day of July, for the
commencement of the examinations of
teachers for the current year, for cert-
ifteates of the first, secend and third class.

One evening last week a gentleman in our
village, while considerably elevated, was
accidentally insullied. As nothing but bleod
would satisfy -his honor, the by-standards
kindly loaoded up a double-barrelled shot

.gun. After considerable trouble, they de-

cided tlo toss [or firslt shot, which the
agressing party was fortunate enough to se-
cure. Qur friend was accordingly posted up
at twenty paces distance, with instructions
to stand still. instead of this, he surprised
the spectators by making tracks in a lively
manner for a neighboring wood pile. He es-
caped two flying shois through his ndvers-
ary's want of praetice, and lives lo tell the
lale.

Al a large meeting of the merchants and
traders of Brampion on Thursday, a re-
solution was adopted lo take United States
silver at only eighty cents on the dollar af-
ter the 15th of the month,
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