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| The Acton Free Press

ACTON. ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 1976

¥ 75 vears of Ha

FASHION SHOW of costumes dating back to the turn of the century high-
lighted the 75th district annual meeting of Halton Women's Institute.
From left Agnes Holmes wears a glazed cotton dress and sunbonnet,
Mary Wilson models a brown cotton print and Mabel Hadley wears an
ensemble suitable for church and WI meeting of 14924,

One Hundred and First Year—No. 48

Second Section

Haltlon Women's Instilule
held their 75th  District
Annual at  St.  Davids
Preshyterian Chureh,
Campbellville, on Tuesday,
May 18 with a large crowd in
attendance. N was a lovely
day and Campbellville W.L
acled as host branch. The
theme for this year was 95
Years of Progress.””

'The meeting opened with
the Institute Ode and the
president, Mrs, L. Jamieson
read an article on Mrs. A
Floodless. Rev., R, Lewis,
minister of Bosion and
Omagh Church and interitm
moderalor of 5t. David's,
welcomed the ladies an behalf
of the church board.

Mrs. M. Reid, Provincial
Board Directar, look charge
af the ratificafion of the
District Directors and  all
branches were represented.
The minutes of the 1995
District meeting were read
and the (reasurer's reporl

_ faven. A favorable report was

given by the auditors.

Reliring president Mrs.
Jamieson gave her report and
told of her nearly 25 years of
Institute membership and ils
influence on her life. She
thanked the members for
their cooperalion in her years
in office.

Convener’s reporis

The reports of the o
veners were given with the P,
1. Officer, Mrs. H G, Wilson
as  moderator.  Miss L
Wolding,  Hallen  Home

At Agricultural Museum |
Women's Institute
gets own building
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MRS. DONALD LINDSAY of Silverwood WI
wears d grey wool dress of the 1950 period, once a
wedding ensemble.

75 YEARS OF FASHION were presented by 15 branches of
Halton Women's Institute at their district annual mecting
May 18. Front row seated from lesft arec Mesdames Currie,

An ol church, bt in 182U
bedenw the Queen  Elizabeth
Hipghwiy in Oakville, 15 soon
o e moved onto the site of
the tuse Ontiria Agricuitural
Muscumm ot Kelso, Howill
become the official home of
[He Oplario Waomen's
fnshitute.

The 1a6-vear-uld  hailding,
the - Tormer Sheridan
Methodhst Chuceh, 18 one of
the: first rural churches in
Central Optarme Work  will
tmgtine on the building  1his
SuLmer )

Feo 115 early vears the
church wis used as a meeting
phsce Tor all denominations in
the community of Hammmxl-
ville tlater to become Sheri-
Ly Alter 449 years of ser-
viee as o chureh and meeting
place, the buildimg became
Wy snsldl
comumuaty and in 1869 11 was
replaced by o larger brick
vhureh which still slands,

Closed 18GY

When it was closed as a
church m 1869 it was sold to
the Loawrence fannly who
liverdd on the adjacent farm
il moved there where ot
served as an e house until
(HIE S

[r 1wt Alre and Mrs. Nelsan
Lawrence used il as a tem-
porary residence while they
were building the large rod
brick hovse in which the fam-
iy contimues o reside, Since

for the growing

the Lawrences moved into tne
pew house in 1919 the old
building has served s a stor
age area and workshop, Now,
after 156 years of multiple
service 1o the community,
this weathered old building
will he given a new life 1o
serve the general public and
the Women's Institule
particular.
Moved soan

Hecently the Lawrence
fumily  offered this old
brrideding

The building will be dis.
muantled soon and moved to
the Museum site where it will
be reeerected and restored as

the Women's ]I]!-_i'litutt‘ Hall.

Cummenting on the project,
OAM general manager Bob
Carhert said, “We feel very
fortunate to have heen able to
acuire this unigue old struc-
ture, which has so many roats
in the early days of rural{int-
ario. We are pleased that the
Lawrence lamily realized the
significance of this building
and made it available to us.”

“We expect they will utilize
it for demonstrations ol
domestic erafts, as a show-
place for Institule exhibils,
and as a central meeting
place for farm women who
visit the Museum site. In
many ways lhis building s
symboli¢ of Ontarino Agricult-
ural  Bluseum™ central
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Lindsay, Wilson, Huﬁkin, Holmes. Second row
McLean, Sinclair, s
Mesdames Wheelihan, Breckon, Terry, Armstrong, Dennis.

adley,

Wilson, Benton.

Feonomisl, told of the 41
girls' work, there are 18 clubs
with 156 girls in the county
whiy have taken the projects
Baking with Yeast and a
Touch of Stichery, The money
given by the Institute is used
o send girls 1o the girls’
conference, #lso 1o purchase
crests for beginaing mem-
bers. The meaning of spon-
sors is o help with money
when needed and 1o provide
leaders for the pgirls. The
project for fall is “Featuring
Fruit." The Senior Institute is
to  decide on  their shorl
course, etther  Institute
PProcedure or Fabries,

Mrs. M. Reid, then gove her
report on Institute work. She
spid nol o rejeel a course
hecause it hud been given in
your brunieh years ago, there
are new ideas and new people
tn reach. There are a great
number of peaple to help you
and thev.are willing. The loan
library is there for your use
ared is [ree. The WL week al
the lLee Homestead is from
May 0 to June 4. The Lee
Commitiee project i oa ¢puilt
hlock and all direclions on
puiterial and pattern aeve o
he sold al Lhe home,

The W.I. Hall to be placed
at the Agricultural Musecum
al Millon will be in a centre
site and will he moved some
b this yeir. A Brlim on tpe:
freezing and canning s
avatlable [rom the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and s
well warlh seeinp. The

theme, to depict the contin-
uing changes that have taken
place in rural Ontaria and in
farmmng praclices.™

project for this year is to hel
organize ¢ new branch. This
year, 1976, is Hoodless year
and each branch is to ask for
%1 for repair work. Members
were asked Lo save Conadian
stamps, commemoralive
issues espeeially, to be sent Lo
the World Congress for sale—
25 or more for each branch, if
possible, The 1976 Area
Convemlion will be held on
Oct. 18 and 19 al Bingman
FPark, Kitchener,

1t was then lunch time and
1118 ladies sat to lunch, with
guests from Peel Soulh,
Wellinglon Centre and
Wellington South. Mrs.
‘arker accepled the vole of
thanks for Campbellviile
Branch, and presenied the

lable centre of gold and blue
flowers to Mrs. Jamieson,
reliring president.

The afternoon  session
began with Mrs. G, Camphell
in the chair.

Ms. Mary Schmidl of Acton
sang two solos. The fashion
parade of 15 ladies followed.
Each lady represeniced i
branch and was dressed in
the fashion of the year the
hranch was organized, from
1802 10 1938,

The prize winners of the
quilted cushion competition
were announced hy Miss
Holding with Limechouse
being first prize winners;
Dublin, second; and Nelson,
third. The In Memoriam was
given by Mrs., Dillon of

INSTITUTE EXECUTIVE for 1976-77 are from
left, first vicepresident Mrs. G. Hargrave, Ac-
ton; assistant PRO Mrs. J. Taylor, Burlington;

president Mrs.

Glen Campbell,

Miiton;

secretary-treasurer Mrs., G. H. Ironside,

Jamieson,

- Georgetown,

Nassagawaya Branch.

Mrs. J. McEnery gave a
report of Lthe Officers' Con-
ference held al Walerloo
University. The roll call was
answered by 16 branches with
their Pennics for Friendship
donation. The election of
officers was conducled by
srs. Heid, Province HBoard
Director, and resulled as
[ollows.

Past-president, Mrs. L.
Ballinfad;
president, Mrs. Glen Camp-
bell, Nelson; first vice-
president, Mrs, G, Hargrave,

Aclon; second vice-president,

Mrs. Dillon, Nassagawaya;
federal represenative, Mrs,
l.. Jamieson: alternate, Mrs.
G. H. lronside, Georgetown,

ton W.l. celebrated

PR.O, Mrs. G. H. Wilson,
Oakville: assistant P.R.O.,
Mrs. J. ‘Tavior, Nelson;
secrelary-treasurer, Mrs. G,
H. Ironside.

After the eleetion of officers
Mrs. Campbell presented
Mrs. Jamieson with her past
president’s pin, The new
husiness f(ollowed anmd a
discussion of the 75th an-
niversury 1eok place and it
way decided 1o have a noon
funch, plans 1o be made by
the executive, Cosl of the gate
signs are 1o bhe made and
hrought to the fall execulive
meeling, A mation was made
lo send o delegate o the
Officers’ Conference next
year. Courlesies were given
by Mrs. T. Ewarl,

ast-president Mrs. L. Jamieson,

Ballinafad: PRO Mrs, H. Wilson, Oakville and
second vice-president Mrs. David Dillon,

Campbeliville.

Decades of progfess' shown in fashion
at annual meet of branches last week

Seventy-five years of his-
lory  throogh [ashon  were
presented May 18 when the
Halton Wuomen's' Inshitutes
met al St 1hvid’s Preshyler-

Jan Chureh in Camphellvidle

o velebrale their 75th an-
MVeTSary

Sodels from the 15 Halton
hranches ook part,  some
wearing aulhentic dresses
helenging to former Institute
moembers, and each repres-
ented the vear the brageh V.
[. nrgamzed.

Lioris Wheebhhan of Camp-
hellville wore & biack dress
anil matching  feather  hal

“made vspeeially for a night al

the apera in K12, Tt helonged
o formier Instilute metnber
and Comphellville residend
Fidna Buck.

The Campbellvitle branch
wits founded in 196092 and dis-
Landed an 7. It came alive
again in 1937 and 15 sLll act-

Mesdames
Back row

e
Pioneer dress

A dress of brown cotton
prinl, typical of our pioneer
wamen of the early 1908, was
worn by Mary Wilson  aof
Hornby WL The floor length
skirl wis tiered and lace
trimmed. The dress had a
littedl Bodice with & gathered
feill and Lace irim. A large
bonnel to malch kept the
farmer’s wife protected from
the sun. Hornby WI was nne
ol the first organized in Hal-
lon in the early 19%0s,

‘Agnes Holmes of Norval
wore o glazed cotlon dress
sunbonnet with loce and satin
Irime. Her black cameo pens
dant is 150 years old,

Victorian style

A Victorian dress of silk
cmbroidered  poplin was
medelled by Muriel Breckon
of Nelson Branch. Worn at the
turn of the century by woimen
of the Institute, the dress bas
a taffelta collar, sash and
sleeve trim and black headed
insel in the budice front and
tips of the sash. Her reticule
(a small hap known today a5 a
purse) was carried on her
arm. Inside were the lady’s
hankie and smelling salls!

Wedding outflt

The Ballinafad W1 was f[(ﬁt
organized in 1906 and dis-
panded approximately 16
years later, Tt was reorgan-
ized on Ovt. 33, 1952,

Eleanor Mclean of Ball-
inafad wore the shortie coal
and hal appropriate to the
fate forties. Her dress s one
she wore to complete the go-
ing-away outfit following ber
MaArriage.

Ina Terry of the Norval Wi
wore a costume typical of
1906. 1t had a straight skirt,
plain blouse, large plummed
hat and lacy shawl.

Bannockburn W1 of 1919
was represented by Mrs, G,
Sinelair. She wore a brown
silk hat with a beautiful (ea-
ther belonging to o former In-
stitule member,

The matching wool suil has
very [ull sieeves gathered at
the euffs and the band ut the
bottom of the short cont gath-
ors in the loose back. The
skirt is plain and long and ox-
fords were worn on the feet,

Fdna Wilson was the [irst

seeretary of Ashgrove WI
whon # was organized G50
years ago. She wore on outfit
in fashion in the 19208,

Her afternoon dress was in
pink with a dotted voile top
and  pleated  candy-stripped
skirt. The low sash was ac-
cented with & rose on the hip.
The hand-crocheled eamisole
showed daringly through the
voile, Edna completed the en-
semble with a pink straw hat
and. maichind, gleves. This
was her secqety: district an-
nual o act as'QY fushion mod-
ei. She did it baggs-in 1926, 100.

Blue Jegwey

The s " whs rTe-
presente hion of
Liamehm WY wore o
black silk jersey dregs loaned
S LR B e rw ood
WI. T

Tihic i
silk
Wrapp
drapeck B SN
HCALY " 8
whi
ey
colton
sertion,

lilack leather strap slippers
and a single strand of blue cut
glass beads completed her
costumdé,
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lHeaded cape
The Mountain Union Wl
wils organized on the first day
of May, 1924 Skirls ond
hlouses were all the rage al

* the time. Mabel Hadley mod-

chled o white blouse and black
silk poplin sKirt with a black
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LIMEHOUSE WI took first prize in
district meeting of Halton
Limehouse members are Pearl Brown,

beaded cape. The outfit was
suitable for church and visit-
mg.

Dublin W1 was represented
by Mrs, Armstrong who wore
ant eriginal costume from the
swinging year 1925, The dress
is black crepe with a deep
berder of sequins around the
neckline.

Two rows ol black silk [rin-
ge around the bem set off the
dross. Mrs, Armstrong wore
a4 bluck and orange shawl
with a e¢olorful fringe and
carried a matching feather
fann. Small black felt hat,
gloves, white stockings and
hiack shoes completed the
autfit, .

seotch Block

Scotch Block W1, hegan in
1933 and was represented by
Mrs. L. Hopkin, Her 1930s
dress was of prey brocade
satin trimmed with bright red
facings and buttons, The skirt
t5 slightly flared from a yoked
froni. Sleeves are full and
shaped inte a long tight cull

A black crepe dinner dress
irom 1934 was worn by Marg
Currie of the Nassagaweya
WI. Trimmed with black lace,
Lhe dress was accentuated by
white beads, silver bracelets
and o silver evening bag. Her
shoes are black leather
pumps.

ingrid Dennis of the Camp-
beliville branch wore the 1534

wedding dress belonging 10
Mrs. George Black. The jong
roval blue velvet dress was
hought in the eily of Kingston
the same year Lthe Campbell-
ville branch was organized a
second time,

The lovely outfit has a 5kin
cut on the bias, a Tow cul bod-
ice, buttoned down the back
with tiny self-covered butt-
ons. The bolero has puffed
sleeves wilth shirring—not un-
like the styles of 1oday.

Silverwoud W1 was organ-
ized an March 24, 1951 by Mrs.
Milton Brown, district pres
ident and Mrs. Chester Ser-
vice., Six of the original 19
members  are  still aclive.

\rs. Donald Lindsay of Sil-

verwood wore o grey wool
dress, hat, shoes and aceess-
ories uf the 1950 perind. The
outfit was a wedding ensem-
ble.
saw 500 members

Halton Women's Institute
began in Millon in 1901, There
are 500 members in 15 bran-
ches throughout the region.

The Institute in Canadi was
started by Adelaide Hunter
Hoodless of St George in
1897. She and Ercland Lee held
the first meeling i Sloaey
Creek.

Todisy there are 1,278 bran-
ches in Ontario wilh a mem-
bership of 30543 with 2,80
life members.

the cushion competition at the annual
omen's Institute last week in Campbellville.
Isabel Benton and Mary Booth.
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