SURROUNDED BY FORMER STUDENTS, who
came back to Sunshine School for Mrs. Jeffares’
retirement open house, is the school's principal
Gwen Jeffares. Pictured in the front row are
‘Rosie Pickering, Harold Johansson, Karen Bell

and Diane Rusk. Second row, Barry

Cﬂ**er Carl

Bickers, Donna Cannon, Mary Anne Foraq, Garr
Elliot, Kenny Sterritt, Paul Elliot, Louise Well-
wood and Bruce Armstrong. Several other grads
also nllended the afternoon event in the school.

Sunshine says farewell
to popular principal

er and wish her a happy re-
tirement.

There were gifts, cards and
[Mowers but the presence of 50
rainy “'old” friends was over-
whelming. Mrs. Jeffares ad-
mils she took Monday morn-
ing off school and slept late—
and it was her first *holiday™’
ihis year.

Firsistodents

Among the earliest
dents who came back to Sun-
shine for the afternoon were
Jerry Parnell, Carl Bickers,
Priane Rusk, Kenny Sterritt
and Lwise Wellwood. They
were five of the six attending
Sunshine when Mrs, Jeffares
starled 10 work there.

When Sunshine first was
taunched in the fire depart-
ment room at the rear of Mil-
ton’s lown hall in 1955, 1t was
a privale organization run by
parents and volunteers who
felt o need for special educa-
tion for the relarded children
Later itwas laken aver by the
haard of education.

The school moved from the
firchall to the hasement of
Fmmanuel Baptist Church in
Midton, then to a4 converied
parage on Brown St opposite
Milton Arena from the fall of
1957 ta the fall of 1962, That
year the new Sunshing School
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An outstanding  educator
who has carried her heart to
her job every day for the past

*19 years, Gwen Jeffares was
samply rewarded Sunday
" when close to 150 people turn-
“¢d out 1o an open house in
" honer of her retirement,

Former organizers, siu-

' dents and staffers flocked to
"Sunshine Sc¢hool for Lhe
Trainable Retarded at Horn-
“by to reminisce with and say
t farewell to the school's popu-
«lar principal who retires in
June,
" 1t was  beyond  afl
ndreams—a pretty  woenderful
day,”” Mrs. Jeffares said
fafterward. "It was great, just
great.”

Shnce 1957

Sunshine Schoul was start-
ed in Milton by a few parents
_and volunteers in October of
1955 and Mrs., Jeffares was
one of the early volunteers
who dropped into the school to

“help out. In February of 1957
she was hired to assist the

. principal Mrs. Hobertson and

..that fall when Mrs, Hobertson
ransferred to public school
lenching, Mrs. Jeffares took
over as principal,

The yvears have been re
warding for her. and for the
school. Bul the bhgpest re
widrd came *Sunday when
many early associites, some
_of the first students and theit
“parents came o show thoir
rt.z:puf:'. for the heloved teach-

Check _
The Acton free Press
Classifieds for good buys.
| Sell it too. Dial 853-2010
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opiened al Hornby.

(Over the years mwore than
100 students have allended
sunshine. There are present-
ly 31 enrolled, Some gradu-
ates have pone to ARC Work-
shop, sotme to the new adult
residence. and some to Gen-
ers) Brock High School or v
portunity classes i other
schools.

Sunday’s open house wias
organized by the Sunshine
slaff, who presented Mrs
Jeflares with a thick serap-
buok of newspaper clippings
and photos depieting the

school's growth and develop-
ment over the years.

Mrs. Jeffares, who says she
has always lived her tife *'one
day at a time, and just loved
every minuate of it,"" says she
Jas no special plans for her
retirement, 'T'm just going to
sit hack, wail amd see what
feippens.

Door s open

She said she was “leaving
the door open’ Tor some form
of community volunteer
work—perhaps  involving
sunshine School.

she and her hushand Pat-
rick, retired vector of 5L
John's and 5t. George’s
Anglican Churches, celebrat-
el theic 35th wedding anni-
versary on Monday of this
week, Both are avid bridge
players, Two of their three
children were on hand for
Sunday’s farewell party.

o

5-Piece Place Settings
in Silverplate and Stainless

by ONEIDA

5-Pivee Place Setting includes; Teaspooh, ‘iuup Spoon,
Dinner Knife, Dinner Fork, Salad Fork.
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Supply teachers win battle

trustees wipe out wage cut

Halton supply teachers won
their two month old battle
Thursday when Halton Board
of Education decided to wipe
out the teachers wage cul.

On March 18 trustees voted
to cut supply teachers pay at
the elementnry school level
by $7.33 o day and high school
supply teachers losl $13.43 a
day in wiges.

With the restoration of their
pay to ils former level supply.

{eachers at elemeéntary ‘sch-
ools will once again receive
438.53 a day and those at high
schools will get $55.03 a day.

The board had cut the
supply leachers wages in an
efforl to save $102,000 bet-
ween the time the cul look
effect ot the start of April and
the end of 1976. Spread over
an entire year the wage cut
would save over $150,000.

In April the board heard
two presentalions, one from
the Hallton  Substitute
Teacher's Associmtion, and
the other from a supply
teachers husband, and Trust-
ee¢ Dr. Helen Howard-Lock
then lend the move to reverse
the board's previous decision.

Trusteee Fred Armitage
described  the  supply
teacher’s supply cul as “very
unfoir.”

“1 runs counter to board
policy to try and treat all
employees fairly in all cala-
gories. No other employecs
except the supply teachers
were asked (o lake o pay
cut," Armitage noted.

He suggested some trustees

hold the supply teacher's ser-
vice 1o the board in low
regard and though the supply
tenchers would be a "soft
touch” for a wage cul since
they don't have a sirong
arganization and don't deal

year the urged the board to
restore their wages lo the
previous levels and then
review the supply teachers
ay this summer.

Trustee Bill Lawson coun-
tered the board had changed
horses in mid-siream 1o give
supply teachers raises in the
past so why couldn’t i cui
wages hall way through a
year.

Trustee Edna Robinson
said the board hadn’t taken

directly with the board very
often.

Trustee Rev. Garry Morton
said he thought it was wrong
for the board to “'change the
rules in the middie of the
game."

He suggested the board ad-
mil it had made a mistake,
something Halton Renais-
sance Commiltee says the
trustees never do, and restore
the supply leachers pay toits
previous level.

Morton said the only time
pay levels should be lowered
is cither at the end of the
school year or just before it
starts, not in the middle of the
year.

We keep giving excessive
pay increases and it is
becorning a horrendous bur-
‘den on laoxpavers., We must
come to grips with these pro-
blems because we will either
force the communily into
hankruptcy or else have (o
start printing money,”’ Trust-
ce Tony Goodyear declared.

Trustee Richard Goodin

snld the board haos 1o storl
saving money and noted there
are many volunteers working
for the board for nothing and
doing a good job. He added
para professionals receive
much tess money than supply
teachers and also do a good
job.
: Goodin :.-u;.,gﬂalud supply
teachers are needed on Mon-
day and Fridays when the
regular teachers don't want
lo come in bul Director of
Education Emerson Luven-
der said there was no evid-
ence lo support such a
charge.

Trustee Len Auger sald the
bourd had treated the supply
teachers unfairly by changing
their pay in the middle of the

of '76.

into account the valuable
service supply leachers pro-
vided the hoard and noted the
supply teacher's job is a
tough one.

“T think we gol a little car-
ried away with restraints in
this case. [ don't think anyone
thought of the supply
teacher's wage as a primary
incorne bu! just one 1ihat
added some of the nice things
everyone likes to have, Gur
other culs were things and
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didn't effect people and in
culling the supply teacher's
pay we attacked a group less
able to defend itself com-
pared to olther employees,”
Trustee Ernle Bodnar said.

Both Bodnar and Trusiee
Irenc Goobie were concerned
aboul where the board would
find the money lo pay the
supply {eachers at their old
rate now that the budget had
heen completed.

Norith Halton Trustees
Doug Wood and Bodnar voted
to restore the old rate of pay
while Lawson and Tom Wal-
son rejected the idea,

The large crowd of Hallon
supply teachers on hand for
the meeling heartily ap-
plauded the board's decision.

DID YOU ATTEND COLLEGE?

If you have at least two years of college with preferably.
a B.A. degree or degree in Business Administration, have
outstanding personal qualifications and are determined to
develop a very high standard of living for you and' yous
family, you may qualify for one of the finest careers to be
offered in the rapidly growing Acton area.

Excellent salary and business expenses benefits and
‘totally unlimited future earnings.

The person selected will be appointed in the early fall

All applications held in absolute confidence

Send hrief resume of education and experience to
BOX 729, ACTON FREE PRESS.
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