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By Wendy Thomson

It's interesting when an incident from yeurs agto repeals

itself,

The first Easter Monday after 1 began writing for the
Free Press, | found mysell oul with my camera trying to
catch on film the dangers of prass fires.

This year, I began writing for the Drayten Valley
Westlern Heview in Alberta, and yes—there I was Easter
Monday, camera around neck, soot to my knees, smwked to
the bone, eveing up flames wilh professional interoest.

That night, indulging in a
bubble bath, trying to aver-
come the smell of smoke, my

mind began a rerun of that

Acton fire vears ago.
Hung up

I'd jogped quite calmly
toward the fire, through and
over fences. The hrst three
were cedar rail and easily
negotiable, but the lourth was
barbed wire and [ got hung up
in ool just one spol bhul two--
swealer and jeans.
barbed wire and 1 got hung up
in not just one spot but two—
swealer and jeans.

A few wiggles only  stue-
coeded in starting o rip i the
jeans. Since my swealer wis
new, the thought of having it
unravel on me didn't make
me too bappy so | hung there
with smoke hillowing 1in my
face, eves and nose running,
thinking, “Be caim. If this
were Gord, what would he
- do? e
First of all, my husbaml
wouldn't get caught. He'd be
going over fences instead of
through them. If he DID get
snagged, he'd just slip out of
the sweater, unhook it. and
put 11 back on.

However, the smoke wasn't
thick enough for tne to Iry
that. And since the fice trucks
had arrived, | figured if |
caught fire, they'd put me
out,

Providence stepped in, The
increasing smoke started me
on a bout of sneezing. By the
time T was done, the swealter
was unsnagged, and | eased
the rest of the way through
the fence, ripping my jeans
another few inches. All things
considered, 1 thought it best
for me o stay out in the
middle of the freld from then
on and not turn my back to
anyone,

The old camera 1 had then
had to be held down at arm's
length—right  in all  Lhe
swirling soot and debris,
Every so often, I'd try to find
a clean spot on my swealer to
brush the lens off with. My
hush-puppies were no lenger
“desert sand” colored and
had smouldering soles which
I was beginning to feel quite
distinetiy.
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And my jeans!—well, if I'd
it e o over one maore
fenee, the rip would  have
gone right arcund and I'd
lve been standing theee with
one leg off and one leg on

ool test

That would have been the
real test lo my “feool.” What
widld 1 have done? Thrown
the pant leg over my shoulder
with casual Thir, or folded it
carefully over my arm? Or
mEivhe just Kicked o mle the
flames and let it burn? And
then 1'd walk  back  past
evervbody with great aplomhb
a5 though that's how 1 was
dressed when | arnived,

1 never had 1o deeide. The
wind shifted, the fire was con-
fined, and 1 could head lor
hotne, bracing myself for the
tushandly questions T knew
would be asked once Geord
ciught sight of me.

These days the Lanily 15
wsed to these excursions aml
'm spaared the “How  did
you. ., "Why  dadnd
vou, ., anmd  How  could
o, . type of quszzing.

S s Just Where were
vou this time?" and 1 could
only wave vapucely around in
all directions. There were
hres everywhere and 1 stili

haven't got over my amaze-

ment al buw casually they're
lit here (to burn the dead

grass of{) with little regard to
what else it burns before it
stops or gels stopped.

I gather from people at the
county office, from the reeve
of the adjoining tewnship, and
from firefighters, thatl this is
a yearly Lhing that has them
tesaringy oul their hair,

Mayhe it's because there's
so much unused and  un-
opened [and here, (hat some
people don't regard il that
highly, and the loss of trees is
Just incidental.

Accidentatfire

Ooe of the Easler Monday
fires was aceidental, starled
by a. man welding in his
Earage. It huent over 2,500
acres before 11 was confined,
and even then the confine-
ment” was only on  three
sides. [twas impossible to get
inte the east side. The Fire
fighters could only hope the
wind wouldn't change and
bBlow from the west,

This fire was just a mile or
two  below us, and even
though there were cleared

Smoke
alarm

Avar fire sent Acton Volun-
teer Firelighters rushing 1o
the middie apartment build-
ing on Churchull Rd. 5. yes-
terday. Cluesday), morning

A 1964 (Hdsmobile Cutlass
wwned by Tom Adamson of
the same hailding was parked
behind the apartment wiien o
mechanie from Toth Molors
who was there to lix the car
spotiedd smoke coming fram
lhe trunk. The building
superintendent, Ken Chappel,
extingmshed the flanies be-
fore the firelighters arrived
1 the seenc,

Fire ¢hief Mick Holmes
saiehat press time the cause of
the fire wos unknown.

A space heater lire May 5 o
Caroline Nurseries west of
lown on Hwy 7 senl the [ire-
Fighers oul thal way. Chief
Holmes reporls noo dimage,

CELEBRATE '"VICTORIA DAY MAY 24th

WITH A DISPLAY OF
HANDS' FIREWORKS

THERE'’S

FIREWORKS

AT

HINTON’S .

SEE OUR ASSORTMENT OF FIREWORKS
AND MAGIC SPARKLERS

PRICED
FROM

20° to *1%

g i ki e i i e ol

“'Family Fun”

' Display Packages of Assoried
Fireworks from$1 R0 to *25.00

“PLEASE GBEY THE LAW"

THe (RLEAT LT T R ERN L f WL ot Lariewanark sy R LA BT RTE TN FYRTY AN
itlerng o Divecygle oo vt o Caf, oF Jaat$acpaloneg i fackey o

vaf buend et

Ao anpury to youesdl gnd otbers, Do not spont $an by

thoughthesness aned ohbuse,

Foarewnek s enay be SO0 son dlivys psror 1o Empare Doy,
By 100 aned Daromon Day, July 1 exchudowg Sunidays,
Family fireveorkwomay nol be sold 20 qeven to any peasan

ciercdaee thue gy F TH yisirs,

Farmly hrevenrks may he SET OFF oo Foyare Doy, May
15 omd Dormumon Doy, July 1 oe the three diys precedmng

the e edepllaye

Fursons 3H yesrs of alder imay dischorge fireworks o bas
ey prrepnily o an olbae private propsesty with e consent

“af 1ther owner,

VWhen uneder 18 years of age, the poersan st bhe under 1he
sepaeevisign of parents, guardians gr other sesponsilile persons.

Seiting nif of brsworks s prohibited on public lumd, roads,
gl edinegs, olso peobubiited o naldings ar cars or any place
welwrree 11 weonld create o nuisance.

The above stdements are without! prejuthice® sined congg-
Togder SGemer impporiong I1'I!lEIIJFl'-'[iI!.'I'lH|'5 o opunans ol |I".I'|i|w M,
649-1463 of the Corparation of the Town ol Acion, which by-
L eeepuilates the usa and sale of Gininearks andd Direcrackors
weittun the bhountdoaries of 1the town of Acton onty, and now
subiject to the jurisdiction of the Town of Halton Hills,

s ROt atgurte o full fequlplidns you we adgisedtqetn-  »
tdct 1he town of Halton Hills or youriocul police officdrs,

Hinton's 5° to *1 Store

The stare that gives you a bigger choice
bettar quality and lower price '=

- After the fire . . . sse The Painted Box

fields between us and at, we
wire slitl pretly jumpy.

And we weren't the only
ones, When | drove down,
proups of men were circling
the miany o1l wells dotting the
bush countey, alert for the
leist fhicker of flame coming
ho elmse,

I don't know what all
happens if an ol well catches
fire, and [ didn'( stay around
to find ouwt,

Actually 1 got there when
the worst was over, which
wiis Just as well, as | heard
that al one time that aflter-
noun, evervbody driving by
was handed o wet sack and
pressed enfo firefighting ser-
vite,

Things are very dry now,
and fires are banned for a
time, but off 1o the west of us [
s o hage pitlar of smoke
risingt above the trees, [ could
tike the camera and run
over, | suppose, bul | {ind it
too depressing.

For once, 'd rather stay
home and do dishes,

‘Donna Riseborough

ordained to ministry

A former Robert Liltle
school teacher, Donna Rise-
horough was ordained to the
ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment Sunday eyening in Knox
Presbyterian Church.

Miss Riseborough is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Guy
Allinson Rischorough and
grew up between Mount For-
esl and Durham. After com-
pleting high schoel, she went
straigiht into teaching and
luter attended Lakeshore
Teachers' Eullu?e-

She taught in Ashgrove
public school before coming
o Acton in 1965. While here,
she became a member of
Knox church which she stil
calls her home congregution.
She also became a member of
the Daughters of Knox argan-
ization here.

In 1969, while teaching in
Caramat, Ontario, biss Rises
borough respunded tu her Call
to the Ministry, and gained
eertification through the
Presbytery of Temiskaming,

Gradoates

In 1973, alter taking her
Bachelor of Arts degree at the
University of Gueliph, Miss
Rischorough entered Knox
College in Toronle. She grad-
unaled on May 4, acquiring her
Master of Divinily degree.
She was  alse Jicensed 1o

reach the Gospel at service
in Toronto last week.

During the summer mon-
ths, during her years at Knox
college Miss IHiseborough
served ns a student nission-
ary on the Boissevain cliacge
in the Presbytery of Brandon
in Manitoba., While still
attending  school, she  did
supply preaching in vanous
centres around Ontario, part-
icularly Holstvwn, Teeswater,
Chatsworth and Tara,

Miss Itiseborough lefl yes-
lerday (Tuesday) for Alberta
where she has been appointed
by the Board of World Miss-
ton 10 serve for two years as
Ordained Missionary on the
Wanham-Blucherry  Mounl-
ain charge in the Presbytery
of Peace Hiver, Alberia.

Clergyvmen came  from
trin, Hillsburgh, Campbell-
ville and Streetsville for the
ordination Sunday. The Rev.
CGrerald Hennie of Aclon, who
leaches in Brampton and 15 a

DONNA RISEBOROUGH left yesterday

{Tuesday)

for Alberta where she has been -

appointed by the Board of World Mission to serve
for the next two years as Ordained Missionary
the Wanham-Blueberry Mountain charge in the
Preshytery of Peace River, Alberta.

minister of the Presbytery of
Canada, Conducted the wor-
ship service, The Rev, And-
rew AeKenzie of Acton Knox
church, preached the ordinat-
iwn sermon wilh the theme
Leing My  Chosen
ment.”

Instruy-

Take parl
[hane lLeitch, a friend of
Miss Wiscborough wilh her
Bachelor of Music, sang lwo
solos for Lhe oveaston. Shoe

" [requently sings on the CKNX

Winghatm TV station pri-
gram Uirele 8.

The Heyv. James Hutehison,
the nuderator of the Presby-
lery, of Streetsville, conduet
ed the ordination  service
according to the lraditional

pattern of the Presbyterian
chureh, with the assistance of
the ministers of the Bramp-
lon Presbylery.

Miss Rusehorough was call-
ed upon o answer four quest-
ors preseribed for those ord-
stined 1o Lhe church. While she
knell, the praver of odination
was saitl and the ministers
presenl  cireled ber and
ri;wutl their hands on ber
wead. This is called the Javing
on of hands, explamned Mr,
Mekenzie,

The Hew, Dre. Douglas Low.
ry, clerk of the Preshylery, ol
Campbellville narrated  the
steps leading up 1o ordinat-
h .
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This month's issue of Redbook magazine features an
article entitled ‘Today’s Farmer: Tough, Compelent — and
Female!”

Several farm managers who happen to be women are
porlrayed as novellies, a sort of guess-what-women-are-into-
now approach. The women in the article are genuine

farmers, responsible for costs, outgo and income, as opposed
tothe traditional farm wife role of cooking the meals, looking
after the hens and driving the tractor in haying scason.

The article is comprehensive and thorough but I'm
getting awfully tired of hearing about liberated women and
the worlds they are conquering. Especially when some of the
worlds have been conquered for years,

Women have been farming for generations. Women who
fcll into the stereo-typed image did so because they wanted
to. But most men were very glad to have an active partner in
the business — farms are family operations. Many women
ok over some portion of the farm as their own department
and ran it well. Women have run farms totally alone since
pioneering days. Having a man around just made the fencing
casier.

Horse farms and stables are often run by women and ['ve
known lots of them who took care of every operation {rom
spreading manure to handling the stallions at breeding time.,

Women have always had the opportunity to manage
farms if they wanted to (regardless of public opinion). So
what's the g deal now? Liberated Womanhood is now
allowed to actually make money out of forming? I think it'sa
lot of propaganda about something which has been going on
without fuss for quile some time.

Maybe I'm complacent because I'm one of the lucky ones
who have been 'liberated’ (In my day it was called *getting
your own way') -most of my life.

When I {irst became a farmer's wife, my neighbours
were mostly of the traditional farm-wife role—house, hens,
pickling and preserving. 1 caused considerable consternation
when [ stayed in the barn while a cow was being bred. 1 hated
housewoerk and just loved to be out on the tractor or mucking
aboul with my horses.

Mack's mother was a hardworking farm partner rather
than a *wife’. She often ran the farm alone when my father-in-
Ly was away. She cnlered inlo every segment of the bus-
iness and was very vocal about it — it was her choice. Was
she ‘liberated'?

Actually, furming was one of the first areas women could
expect equality if they wanted it. Farmers are rarely alraid
of threats 1o their mascalinity—they're just glad of thé help!

Georgetown Denture Clinic

106 Guelph Street
[(Next to Post Office on No. 7 Highway)

GEORGETOWN, ONTARIQ
Member Denturist Society of Ontario

J. KOHARI D.T. J.NOVAK D.T.
“COMPLETE DENTURE SERVICE"

PHONE 877-8974 791-2314

At Union Gas we do
our best to make sure
that a great deal of training,
and experience back up
we make.
all ot
wough
six months of special
technical training before
theyre qualitied to be

CVLUry service cal
For one thing,
OUr trainees got

service people.

Even then, they go
back tor regular refresher
courses to make sure |
they keepup to date on

your scervice needs.
And when they

a service vehic

kind of natural gas

service you might need.
[{ you use our service
tor adjusting, cleaning
or repairing your appli-
ANCeS, you can count on
us to give them the best

of attention.
Safe, courteous.
Dependable.

Naturally the cost of
the service depends
on what needs to be done.
Sometimes there’s no
charge at all. But when
a charge is necessary,
you'll find our rates are

maost reasonable.

What it all adds up
to is that when you really
need help from us we'll
be there. Doing our best.

call on
you, they're equipped with
¢ that’s

tatlored for just about any
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