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Rough bite

That potential $100 hike in the
average tax bill looks a little rough.

The tax hike of about $9 that will
be going to the services provided
by the municipality of Halton Hills
1s awfully slim when you stack it up
against the $77 for education and
about $27 for regional costs.

We can remember when the old
“county rate” was a drop in the
municipal tax bucket and when
school boards came, cap in hand, to
the local municipality for a meagre
hand out to keep the heat on in the
classrooms.

That's all changed now. Every-
body sets their own rate and the
only time 1f gets added up 15 when
the bill is delivered to the taxpayer.

We don’t argue that this is all
wrong. Sometimes we know school
boards were made to grovel in thear
attempts to get the kind of tax doll-
ars it required to upgrade stand-
ards. We don't remember the
county ever having to do that, but
there were always some very out-
spoken representatives at county
council from the local municipal-

See the police

Next week is police week.

The Halton Regional Police are
planning soime opportunities for
you to become more familiar with
their work and displays, outlined
elsewhere In this issue, are scne-
duled for Acton on Monday and
Tuesday. If you miss those it's
Wednesday and Thursday in
Georgetown and then Friday and
Saturday in Milton.

The OPP are also holding open
house at their offices with an op-

portunity to see something of their’

work from the inside.
All of us know the police on the
other end of the parking tickel or

A new season

The Acton Rams, the town's ia-
crosse entry in the Junior C Central
Division are looking good in their
two pre-schedule games and we
wish them well as they open their
season tonight in Dundas against a
new league team the Bengals.

It was in 1971 they last earned
the championship in the league,
and with a winand a tie in the exhi-
bition games this year, we can hope
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ities who had a strong hand in what
was, ur was not, being spent before
the rate was sel.

It is important though, under
our present system, to remember
that although the tax bill comes
from the local council, there are a
couple of other fairly big pockets to
fill from the bite that is put on the
mdividual taxpayer.

And before too many get very
uptight perhaps we should consider
the value obtained for the tax dol-
lar which is sometimes forgotten
amidst the grumbling. Those ser-
vices like fire and police protec-
lton, the maintenance of the sewer
and water flows, the cleaning,
plowing and maintenance of the
streets, the garbage collection and
a host of ether often forgotten ser-
vices that are part of our day to day
life, are paid for by tax dollars.

Taxes are inevitable, but they
are also an annual source of
srumbling. Maybe we should think
a4 littie more positively about them
and the annual pill wouldn't be s0
hard to swallow.

the more serious “bust™ but this is
a chance to see that the work they
do on behalf of the community, In
safeguarding it, is handled by real
people with a very important job {o
do.

Why not make it a point to drop
in ter the events planned this week.
Your participation could provide a
fittle more assurance to the police
that we really are behind them in
their very important work. And in
that visit we will all learn a little
more of some of the difficulties
they face in being right beyond the
shadow ot a doubt.

[et’s all observe police week.

they witl be able to move smoaothly
through the schedule.

The team .provides a focus for
the community during the summer
months when the hockey season
fades mto history and with new
sweaters and heimets, a little paint
in their colors at the arena and a
fresh start it looks like some good
entertanunent.,

All The pest Rams in your sea-
H00.

FIRE COMPLETELY destroyed the Kennedy Block and threatened the
entire business section of Acton on a bitter cold night in February, 1936,
Firemen fought the stubborn blaze for six hours while walter, sprayed
from their hoses,formed a sheet of ice on everything including them-
selves. The next morning there was a (oot of ice on Main St. The building
was serving as a harber shop and plumbing shop with apartments above
when the fire broke out. It had previously heen Kenney Bros. shoe store
as well as a hardware store and a 5c¢ to $1 store. The section above the
store had housed the Masonic Hall (Walker's Lodge) until about 15 years
before the fire when it was converted to living quarters. Al the time of the
fire the building was owned by J. W. Kennedy of Georgetowir. The
Superintendent of the Public Ulilities Commission informed the com-
mission ‘'90,000 gallons of water had been pumped for the Kennedy [ire.
That equals one and a half times the quantity in the overhead tank, The
pump at the spring was started at 3 a.m. to keep a supply of water on
hand in case any other fire broke oul.” These pictures of the 1936 fire
. aftermath were loaned by the Alderson’s.
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(Phutos by Steven Dills)

Blooms, blossoms and rivulets speak of Spring.

Ly
.

You can lead s horse to water, but you
can't make him drink. You can’t teach an

ol dog new tricks You can't make a silk

purse oul of 3 Sow’'s car.

‘I these old adages be added anather,
closely related. You con’l ereate a fluent,

sparkhing. hilingual cosmopolitan out of a°

dull, middle-class, middle-aged civil
servant.

U plad 1o see thal smne semblance of
sense has svepedd nto the senility sur-
euunding The approach to bilingualism
Ot

Keith Spacer, Lhe grand  poobah of
Whngualism, appointed by the Tradeau
governmen! to wet-nurse one of its favorite
hatues, has {inally reached o conelusion
lhael an averige 12-year-old could have
arrivid at, withoul undue mentil steain, in
abou! 1S minutes,

He decided, and hoad the courage o ad-

nut, that the povernment program floe
erealing bilmgualism in the cwil seeviee
wars bass ackwards.

Soume unkind people might say that
Ottawa vivil servants have always spoken

-with a double tongue, even when they had

only one languasge, and why have themn
speakmg foubletalk in twa?

CInstead of pouring millions inta con-
verfing stodgy civil servants inlo coniaois-
seurs of Freneh liinguagre and codture, Mr.
Spicer concedes, the mooney should be
spent in the schools, (eaching Prench to
children, Greal thinking, Keith, Anyone
with any knowledge of Tearning o second
Linguage could have fold you that two
vears ago’ ' ‘

COrdinary, every-day common sense
ant experience shows us how true this is,
Take an average family of immigrants to
Canada, German, Halian, whatever you
like, The parenls bave great difficulty in
learning  English, and retain o strong
aceent 2l their lives,

Their children, even though their only
language is their native one when they
arrive here, aund even thoough it s spoken
almost exclusively ol home, are com:
pletely a1 case in English within a year or
twa. To hear thesm chicp and prattle away
in the idinm, you'd never know that they
weren't born and bred in English-speaking
Canada,

For an adult, lenrning o new language
is horribly hard work, And for a hureau-
crol or eivil servant, it must be doubly
difficult, because their minds ore constit-
utionally uvnable to admit anything new.

French-Canadians who wanl to gt
somewhere in Canonda, whether it's in bus-
iness or polities, learn English because
they hove te. Whatever the pundits say,
this is primarily an English-speaking
country.

Most  Freach-Canedian eabinet
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,7 i.Sug;ar and Spice

by bill smiley

mirusters are al least adequale in English.
Seme politicians, like Pierre Trudean and
Claude Wagner, speak English beautfuliy,
far better than most of thear Anglophoni
peers and opponents,

Hut when an Angle politivian speaks
Freneh,however atrociously, we look upan.
him or her with amazement, vs though it
were i sign ol genius. What hypocrisy, ina
country that is, theoretically bilingual. tf
still winee every time John Diefenbaker
stravs inlo what be fondly helieves is
French.

As you may have guthered, T have
sirang feelings about bilingualism. Unlike
a great many Canadians, 1 am all fer o,

But the povernment’'s approach Lo -

creating That bBlessed sGde has been at best
a Toapee, @ charade, at worst o swindle of
Lhe 1axpayers,
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0f course the beginnings must be with
1y children? On the surface, the study of
Freach in our schools has been encouraged
by government. In fact, the moneys for a
practical, realistic approach to learning
French have been held back from the
schools and poured into that bottomless pit
a1 (Hlawa

French has practically been abolished
is o prerequisite for universily entranee.
As o result, and because learning it
requires some real effort, students shy
away from it and look for "*bird"’ courses.

Kesull, French elasses in our schoaols
have shrunk deplorably. This, despite the
fact Lhat french is being taught better, and
ina more lively, interesting, and realistic
way, than ever before. (I studied French
for five years in high school, three in uni-
versity, and can barely proposition a girl,
let ulone order & meal in French,)

(K. Let’s start all over again with our
bilingual program, and forget that painful
failure in Oltawa,

Star! teaching it to kids in grade 1. Keep
ilup. Make it a prerequisite {or university.
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OUR READERS WRITE:

More views on barbarism

174 Poplar Ave.,
Aclon, Onl.,
April 29, 1976.

Fuditor: :

Repacding “Views on Barbarism™ on
the r..'fh‘t prial page on April 28, 1976—1 will
answer the guestion with which you ended
the article, namfely “This is harbaric?”

Murdering o helpless human being while

he is in his mother’s womb most certainly is

bharbaric, even when it 8 done in “elean
surroundings.” '

The month of May
Retardation Month and readers
may notice the symbol in local

advertisers' messages encour-

aging you to support the Flowers of
Hope campaign. 1t is certainly a
worthy project and support in the
past has provided some welcome
opportunities for those who could
benefit from compassion and
understanding.
+ + +

Nearly 30 names are used to
describe ground beef. Is it any
wonder the shopper is sometimes
confused? The Federal govern-
ment plans to allow only three
designations based on the

iIs Mental

[ usk you a question—Have you ever had
a valid and delailed description of what
actually takes place at those "quite sale
procedures’” done by medical experts in
“clean surroundings™? 1 rcpeat, it most
certainly is barbarie. Murder has a way of
being barbarle, no matter who does it, how
young the victim is or how clean the
surroundings are. '

Yours truly,

pMrs, Catherine Barretl
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percentage of fat in ground beef.
They are Regular if it contains 30
per cent fat or less; Medium if it
contains 23 per cent or less and
Lean if it contains 17 per cent or
less, Look for the new regulation by
July 1. ‘
+ + +

It is encouraging to see that six
Christian denominations have
found it possible te co-operate in
production of commeon materials
for use in a mission study called
‘““Canadian Concerns: Christian
Response.”” The congregations are
Anglican, Disciples of Christ,
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman
Catholic and United Churches.

The Free Press

Back Issues
20 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the
free Presa, May 3, 1958

Roddy MeDougall, 16-year-old son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ray 'McDougall of Wood-
hridFe and grandson of Mr. and Mrs.
William Cooper, Main St., Acton won Lhe
gold medal for trumpet solo in the 19 and
under class at the Pecl County Music
Festival at Brampton.

Gracie Fields charmed an audience of
1500 in Milton arena Tuesday night with
songs and jokes thal have made her a world
famous comedienne. Many from Aclon and
district heard the 57-year-old English en-
tertainer who has been performing for 50
years, The HP arance was sponsored by
the Rotary club of Milton. ,

Tomorrow evening al a special
ceremaony in Niagara Falls, Wayne Currie
of the first Acton Scout Troop will receive
from Lieutenant-Governor Breithaupt his
Queen's Scout badge. Scouts from the
entire  district altend this impressive
Queen’s Scout recognilion ceremony each
YEBar.

The Bell Telephone Company has
published & list of cammunities where dial
sysiems will be installed. Rockwood's date
is set at December 1956; Brampton's at
April 1957, Guelph as December 1956, Acton
is missing. :

Over 250 clubs are expected at the North
Halton district cuboree al Acton park on the
afternoon of Saturday, June 9, There will he
two packs from Acton (a total of about 56
boys}. two packs from Milton, one {rom
Erin, one from Hillsburgh and three from
Georgetown.

50 years ago

Toaken Irom the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, May 5, 1926,

The greates! indusirial strike in the
history of Greuat Britain ¢commenced on
May 1.

The loyalty of the citizens of Acton and
vicinity to Acton Citizens' Band is always
demonstirated when the band puts on any

‘event but the crowd that packed the town

hall on Wednesday evening for their benefit
concert and old-time fiddlers’ contest broke
alt records. In fact i1 was considered the
hi%Fest crowd thal ever assembled in the
hall for a concerl. Charles Wilson also gave
black-face recitations, DMiss Jessic
Galbraith gave several numbers, and
Misses Lottic and Hazel Mason pgave a
piano duet that called for a vociferous en:
core, and this request was supplied with a
number by the Misses Mason and Messrs,
itay Agnew and Hudolph Spielvogel. The
other local artist was Master John
McGeachie and his dance numbers were
one of the debghts of the evening,

Mr. H. Shortill was awarded the first
prize cup for fiddiers, Mr. Wm. Masen the
second prize cup and Mr, Nickell a box of
Cigars.

The service at Rockwood United church
Sunday morning was so weli attended
chairs had 1o brought from nearby
houses. -

Mr. George Musselle will commence
delivery of coal ol from a motorized truck
next week. He is a young man deserving of
patronage.

The Chamber of Commerce held &
lengthy discussion on the possibility of a
resi room and public lavatory for Acten.
President James Symon keptl the members
attention stirred up with a variety of sub-
jects.

100 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press
of Thursday, May 4, 1856

At a meeling of Base-Ballers last
Wednesday evening the club was organized
and the following officers elected: O
Lozier, President: Jos. P. Allan Vice-
President: Thos. Kennedy Captain; Fred.
. Storey, Sccrelary, D. MeMahon,
Treasurer: Directors James Nicklin, J. P.
Allan, Isaac Francis, T. Kennedy, A.
Nicklin,

It was resolved that the club should be
named The Paslime Club as lormerly. A
resolulion was passed strictly forbidding
the praclice of swearing and the use of any
protane or immeral language on the
practice ground. _ _

Elizabeth, the wile of Christopher
Swackhammer, departed this life on Sab-
bath, the 2ird April at the age of 47 years
and cight months, leaving a husband and
nine children to mourn her toss. She lived
for the good of her housechold, sacrificing
herself for their comfort and well-being.

Messrs. C. and G. Hynds, two enter-
prising young men, have secured part of the

51 n%l‘:}'cc building which they have had
itted up for a jewellry and watchmaking
business.

Mr. Campbel] has reated the stone hotel
at the corner of Mill and Main Sts. to Mr,
George Gibbs of Ballinafad who will shortly
take possession. The hotel has recenily
been painted and papered throughout ard
the stabling has been almosl entirely
rebuill and enlarged. :
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