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Hydro capers

By Hartley Coles
Two edia representatives on the
Queen's Park beat mulled over the two
gnnouncements Energy Minister Dennis
Timbrell was to make Wednesday alter-
noon.

One was a statement to the press on
-Onlario’s pro | for oan alternative
- method of pricing domestic crude oil. The
* ‘plher—a statement on the Bradley Junc-
~ tion to Georgetown 500 kV hydro trans-

headed b
Gordon

tlon."

Why did he set the two together? asked 1o
. -one.

Scribes scutt

Mailwﬁ' 1874, which precluded continuance
of t inveaHFatiun by his office. He had
kind words

Bill Maon, John Schneider,
idd and Walter Scott callin
them a verg m?mscnlﬂtive group ol.
citizens and theirs

absence of self-interest is beyond gques-

He astulely avoided any mention of the
interval where his stafl had started an
investigalion into affairs and the decision
power them out. :

Back at the press conference, Energy

or the Interested Citizens ley to Georgetown line.

: over Mr, Malon
neerity, dedication and

Maloney was nol aware,

diction in the case becouse of the 1974
cabinet decision lo roceed with the Brad-

It was a good lunch in the Legislature
dining room and in the course of discussion
's investigation, Andy
Frame of the Ministry of Energy claimed
the Ombudsman's declsion to proceed was
likely made at o junior level of which Mr.

That meant a trlp to see Mr. Maloney at
the Thomson building at Queen and Bay by
subwny and shanks mare a “must”,

Sure, Mr. Maloney would see us. Right

led by Queen’s Park “Zoo"

sald, has the Ombudsman sweeping
powers to defly the cablnet.

And that was that, :

But the next day this scribe got ancther
hurried summons to Queen’s Park. There
was some evidence to indicate the decision
of 1874 to proceed with the hydro corridor
had only n & decision tn principle and
Steven Lewls, leader of the Official
Opposition and Bob Nixon of the Liberals
were going to grill Mr. Timbrell in the
question period at 2 ﬂ.m.

A frenzied drive to the big smoke and zip
up the subway to the Legislature found this
scribbler arriving just in time to catch

I dunno, replied the other. Who's in-

, lerested in the Bradley to Georgetown

hydro line outside of a few farmers up
there?

And maybe they aren't either, said the
other, :

Maybe that's the reason the Minister of
Energy and his staff inviled two repre-
sentatives of this newspaper to appear at
the conference to hear the announcement
the Government would go ahead with the
controversial hydro corridor without bene-
fit of an independent study such as was
afforded the east-west Nanlicoke Lo
Pickering 500 kV swath which Bruce
Howlett's firm studied and on which Dr.

' Seolandt’s one man commission ruled,

Special privileges were set up for the
press {rom the ndocks. We were {o
have lunch with the Minister of Energy
Timbrell, Andy Frame and his staff after
the Minister answered questions on his two
stalements.

Dumping the two statements together
was good strategy. The daily press and TV
were primarily interested in oil. H dro
lines were almost the prerogative of the
gulside’ press from those points outside
Toronto where the power which comes
from Bruce is to go.

But ears pricked up when questions
starled coming aboul the lines and the
decision that the Ombudsman could not

Enrsue his investigation. It was common
n

owledge Mr. Maloney had withdrawn

reluctantly. Earlier in the week Mr,
Maloney had {ried to mediate a marathon
session belween the Ministry and the
Inlerested Citizens Group, the [irst lime
thefcnnlestunls in the dispute had met face
to face,

Minister Timbrell gave the “outsiders” his
ear. He lold us politely there was no time
for an independent study of the corridor
and suggested he inherited problems as
Minister of Encrgi' which he could not
resolve. He doubted a study could be done
in less than 27 months and in his view this
was going to cost hydro users of the pro-
vince $25 to $40 million In alternative
methods of burning fossil fuels because
energy at Bruce would be bottled up.

tie claimed the Interested Citizens
suggestion of using corridors already
gwned by Hydro and go from Bruce to
kssa to Kleinberg were impractical
because they would take a long study.
Reminded the Environmental Hearing
board suggested such a roulc might be
feasible, Timbrell still pleaded time.

He atso said people in Collingwood and
area would be dismayed by hydro lines
oing in their area, “‘Would you want
ydro lines to run through the Beaver
Valley?" he asked. :

1t was my recollection some hydro lines
already existed there coming {rom the
Eugenia Lake generating station but I cer-
tainly sympathized, | wondered aloud why
the peaple of Collingwood and that beau-
tiful scenic area took precedence over
people in this area and its beautiful scenic
nreas

But. said the Minister, existing lines in
the north consist of only a line of wooden
poles marching ferlornly through a 100 foot
wide corrider. Expanding that corridor
would cause consternation.

Why was the Ombudsman allowed lo
continue his investigation then if the
Cabinel had already decided to go ahead.
He believed he had jurisdiction, said the

now he was engaged with a client, Mean-
while we could talk with the director of
communications Ken Cavanauph and the
investigating officer of the case, Gary
Giuliani. They made no commilments,
suggesting Ombudsman Maloney would
have the answers.

And he did.

Is it true, we asked Mr. Maloney that it
was your staff at another level which made
the decision ip loke the case for the
Interested citizens? It has been suggested
you had nothing to do with the decision.

Alr. Maloney looked out over the city hall
square, eyed Lhe archer and replied, no
decisions are made in the Omsbudsman’s
office rftgarding cases he had not cither
approved or made himself, * -

He lefi no doubt in our minds that he
made the decision (o investigaic the
Bradley to Georgetown hydro debacle
himsel after consultation with Mr. Mann
and the ICG.

We would have liked to have had Mr.
Frame and his assistants of the Ministry of
Energy there at this juncture to allay their
Suspicions.

Mr. Maloney recalled the events of
Monday—a seven hour muarathon
session—where he tried to strike o com-

romise between seaior officials of the
finistry of Energy and the ICG repre
septatives—and failed. "1 was happy to
preside over the dialogue™ he said, “and 1
wiis sorry there was no compromise from
cither side."

He had kind words for everyone involved
but admitted his hands were now tied as a
result of disclosure of the cabinet decision
of 1974. He clearly indicated he was
bothered by the decision hul admitled
elected representatives of the people took

former Minister of Energy and now Trea-
surer Darcy McKeough delivering a lon
speech on land use and disposition o
I:»eople in & vince which would soon
ave to think of another four million
people.

hile McKeough talked his colleagues
on the Tory side sal amiably listening
while the NDP and Liberal side of the
Legistioture resembled a seething mass of
unhappy humanity. They cal-called, told
Darcy tosit down, made rude remarks and
enerally tried to be obnoxious. But Darcy
ept going and was followed by Sidney
Handleman exposing Vic Tanny's adver-
tising ‘practices and Jim Snow with 1976
highway construction programs.
hen they finally did get around (o the
question ]lgcrlud and Lewis gogped the
question, Timbrel! denied the Cabinet had
no official reason to muzzle the Ombuds-
mon. Everything was ok in the cabinet

closel,
Bob Nixon demanded a chronology o

events so Lhey could decide for themselves
and when MPP Julian Reed got up lo
speak on the same question Lhe spenker
declided he would have to wait, Later on he

uestioned Mr. Timbrell's accuracy with
the same resuits . . . nothing.

Oh, almost forgol. Somcone else
{Lewis?} asked Mr. Timbrell how he
would now patch up his quarrel with Mr.
Maloney. Mr. Timbrell's answer was non-
commiltal.

The flying trip was unnecessary but
when Julian Reed asked how 1 liked the
700" at Queen's Park the word It IU's
hard to be serious in o gathering where
everyone else is doing their best to gel you
to blow your cool. ;

Thal's how the cabinet decided a hydro

It was only then he learned a decision
had been made by the Cuabinet as early as

On Hydro line

Minister, but his invesilgation was cut off
when it was discove

he had no juris-

recedence over those of appointed of-
icials. In no other country, Mr. Maloney

corridor would soon cul o swalh through
Hallon, :

Maloney speaks as zipper closes

in the following letter fromt Ontario Ombudsman Ar-

thur Maloney to Dennis Timbrell, the minister of energy,
the Ombudsman details the cabinet restrictions which pre-
vented him from investigating the Interested Citizens’
Group's calt for an independent study of the Bradley to
Georgetown hydre carridor. The letter is dated April 6,
1976,

Dear Mr. Timbrell: -

. Qur investigation of the Interested Citizens Group com-
plaint regarding the proposed Bradley-Georgelown Trans-
mission Corridor has been completed.

The Interested Citizens Group (1CG) represenls some
4500 citizens between Bradley Junction on the north and Mil-
ton on the south. This area includes the townships of Halton
Hills, Erin, East Garafraxa, East Luther, West Luther, Pro-
ton, Egremont, Normandy, Bentinck, and Brant and the Tour
counties of Hallon, Wellinglon, Dufferin and Grey.

On July 2, 1975, Mr. W. J. Mann, President of the ICG,
wrole to the Office of the Ombudsman, requesting assislance
with his problem. Mr. Mann, on behalf of the ICG, conlends
that the people of the above area are entilled toan indepen-
dent study of the total corrider to determine the most effi-
cient route for the transmission line having regard to a) cost,
and b) the least impact on: 1) people; ii) environment; lif)
agricultural land

During the summer of 1975 meelings were held by the
Environmenta! Hearing Board regarding the Bradley-
Georgetown Transmission Line. However, the Board's terms
of reference were confined to the area between points 33 and
agricultural land, eliminating the critical escarpment cros-
sing at Limehouse, and at a much lower cost. This route

would run from Bruce to Essa via Owen Sound ami Colling:

- plaint.

Xy __|1__J..|_,r..__..-._..i-qr-u—--4-l-.—.nﬁ..-u#-ﬂl- -

wood.,

During December, 1975, my office informed you by lelter
that Mr. Mann's complaint on behalf of the ICG had been as-
signed for Investigation. We were subsequently advised by
you that our jurisdiction to investigate was called Into ques-
tion, since the Bradley-Georgetown Transmission Line route
was the subject of a Cabinet decision and an Order in Cou ncil
dated December 23, 1975. Consequently Section 14 (b) of The
Ombudsman Act, 1975, which provides “This Act does not ap-
g5, 1.e. Colbeck on the north and Limehouse on the south. Asa
resull, this Board could not consider the total corridor as re-
quested by the ICG. It Is the ICG’s contention that a more el-

 ficient route than the one proposed by Ontario Hydro is avail-

able with less impact on people, less utilization of prime

. ply todellberations and proceedings of the Execulive Councll

or any committee thereof.” would preclude the exercise of
the powers of investigation given to the Ombudsman by Sec-
tion 15 of the Act

Your Deputy Minister, Malcolm Rowan, also informed
us that the matler was being referred to the Attorney Gener-
al, to consider issufng a certificate pursuant to Section21 (1)
{b) of the Act, denying us power to consider the delibernlions
of Cabinet with reference to the subject matter of the com-

Subsequently, before recelving any certificate from the

" Attorney General 1, together with members of my staff, met
* withMr. Rowan qmﬂl Bruce MacOdrum, your Senlor Advisor,

' PC meeting told
Little concern over hydroline

There's not much argument
againsl the hydro line in the
Acton area, PC candidate
George Gray was told at the
annual meeting of the Acton
Progressive-Conservative
Assoclation Wednesday.

Councillor G, W. McKenzie
gaid some of the farmers who

. are a{fected thought council's

maoking a contribution to the
Concerned Citizens group
was n mistake, He had heard
from some who {ell they were
getting falr deals from bydro.

Some people [feel TV
reception and police com-

munications could be af-
fected, although this has
never been proven.

Some farmers were osking
for an independent study, Mr.
McKenzie added,

Mr, Gray reported ol 420

vestlonaires he recelved,
three respondents said they
were oppesed to the hydro
line.

He polnted out 200 milllon
dollars have been spenl on the
proposed line already.

H..H. Hinton said there hos
been plenty of public input. It
is natural that there {8 not

1

I . L

Policy Development Group, at which time the facts, as well
as the question of jurisdiction, were reviewed in detail. It was
agreed that pursuit by my staff for further information would
be considered as inquiries to ascertain if we had jurisdiclion,
rather than investigatory procedurcs.

Additional lengthy meetings and conversations were
beld by us with delegations from the ICG. They demonstra led
their willingness to co-operale by modifying their original
complaint and refining their request to an independent study
of the northern corridor, and specifically the area between
Owen Sound and Collingwood. It is the contention of the 1CG
that a 500 Kv hydro line from Bruce to Owen Sound 1o Colling-
wood to Essa could provide at more secure system than the
Bradley-Georgetown transmission line.

it also appeared, according to the ICG, that Ontarie Hy-
dro has already held Hearings of Necessity in the Bruce Lo
Owen Sound region and will be expropriating land for a 230
Kv line through this territory. In addition, il appesars thal
Ontario Hydre has intentions of constructing a line from
Collingwood to Essa. In light of the above il seemed reason-
able to ICG to suggest that, at some future date, Ontario Hy-
dro would consider the erectlon of a transmission line from
Owen Sound to Collingwood in order to “complete the sys-
tem"'. Perhaps at this stage of the development of the porth-
ern line, consideration could be given to a 500 Kv corridor in
tieu of n 230 Kv corridor.

Al our suggestion, n meeting with representalives ol
your Ministry and the ICG, and members of my staff and my-
self, was held in my office yesterday, which lasted for some
seven hours. This was the first time thnt the oppesing fac-
ticns met across the table. 1t was acknowledged by all parties
to be a useful meeting. My purpose in recommending it was
my hope it would resuit in a compromise that would help
solve the problem. However, this did nol occur.

One could not help but be impressed by the welght of the
argument presented by the ICG in support of an indcpendent
survey of at least the limited portion of the proposed northern

" roule between Owen Sound and Colllngwoeod. The ICG are o

very representative group of cilizens and their sincerity,
dedication and absence of self-interest are beyond questlon.

The representatives of the Ministry, Mr, Rowan and Mr.
MacOdrum, although strongly maintaining their position
that Lhe Ombudsman had no jurisdiction due to Section 14 (b)
of the Act, unhesitatingly supplied all relevant material re-
quested by us and showed us the utmost co-operation.

It appears from what was disclosed at yesterdoy's meet-

AMO support

Halton Hills Council's
[inance and personnel
committee has recommended
financial support in the
amounl of $333 to the
Association of Municipalities
of Ontario for participation in
heorings before the Ontario
Energy Board about

requested rote increase by
Ontario Hydro.

ing that as early as May 29, 1974, from the minutes of a Cab-
inct meeting held at that time, a decision was made accept-

_ing the recommendation of the Solandt Commission regard-

ing the Limehouse Crossing. I am informed in a letler sent to
me by the Deputy Minister in the Office of the Premier that in

. addition *Cabinet agreed that Ontario Hydro be given appro-

val in principle taproceed with the development of one 500 Kv
tine from Bradléy Junction to Limehouse, utilizing the route
of an existing Hydro right-of-way which alrcady has general

+ Frame Stra

acceplance by most cilizen groups.”

In view of this decision of the Executive Cotneil, [ niust
find that the Ombudsman is precluded by Section 14 () of the
Act [rom investigating the complaint of the ICG.

{ am asked to make a recommendation with respecl to
the request for an independent study by representatives of
the 1CG. Mr. Rowan and Mr, MacOdrum volced strong op-

pusition to this request. | hav
clusion thal since the malter

¢ reluctnntly come to the con-
is totally outside my jurisdic-

tion, it would be inappropriate for me lo aceede to Lhis re

quest.

Yours faithiully,
Arthur Maloney, Q.C.

Squeeze on Maloney

irks Julian

Julian Reed, MPP Hallon-
Burlington, says he {ears for
the office of the (mshuds-
man following the reccnt
decision by the Ontarlo

" Cabinet that Arthur Maloney

and his office would not be
able to proceed further with

thelr investigation of alleged

irregularities on Lthe Bradley
to Georgetown  hydro
cocridor,

All the cabinet will have to
ﬂﬂlﬂ?ﬂ back to some obscure
decision in any case they find
unpalatable and the Oms-
budsman can be legislated
ou! of action, Reed snys.
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complete agreement. He sald
it is felt the press gives one

slde of the issue (that of the
objectors) and not the pame
sympathy Is shown to analys-
ing the government side,

Fred Dawkins observed it's
a matter of troding off in-
dividuals’ righls and the
government's right to rule.
He feit sufficient study has
been done. “*You can delay it
forever.” '

He thinks a plebiscite would
show the bulk of the people
are not worried about the
hydre line,

17 Agnes St.

“Bring your problems to us!"

Reed

Why did the cahinel nol

_exercise its option logo ahead

with the corridor in 1974 i
they had already made up
their mind? Reed asks.

i{f they get away with
muzzling Mr. Maloney and
his office 1 see a problem in
making public ﬁarﬂ{:ipulinn
meaningful, the Halton.
Burlington MPP says.

If the decision (o go ahead
with Bruce in 1969 was made,
Lthe Tnvernmnnt is uirlualti'
admitting public particl-
patlon doesn't couni, Recd
sald, despite assurances from
Mr, Timbrell they will try to
do betler in future.

lision Repairs

Welding

Reduced to $190% for the
month of April Only

Everybody has o car

With which he travels near and far
And lots of money you invest,

So give your car the very best!
Don'f let your car get dim and shoddy, visit . . ..

ACTON AUTO BODY

853-1870

Interested Citizens
will still fight line

The Ontaric Governmenl's
reen Hght for the Bradley to
sorgetown 500 kY hydro
corridor did not signal the
beginning of the end for the
Interested Citizens’ Group
({1CG), a group ufficial says.

The ICG will be werking
hoth sides of Lhe Legisiature
in attempts Lo get the govern-
ment to change ils mind, Bill
Mann ICG chairman said.

“We will be working wilh
the Liberals and the NDP and
encouraging them lo lake up
the issue in the House," Mr.
Maonn said.

A meeting with Halton-
Burlington MPP Julian Reed
was slated for M-anda{, and
meetings with NDFP leader
Stephen Lewis are in the
works, Mr. Mann said.

Group members will alse
be trying to meet senior
cabinet ministers on a one-lo-
one basis to ensure they have
the true focts, he said,

The ICG is taking its call
for an independent study of
the enlire proposed corridor
from the Bruce npuclear
generating station lo George-
lown into Queen's Park
following withdrawa! of the
{mbudsman from lhe case
and the Governmenl's
:!Eﬂisiun' to go ahend with the
ne.

Jurisdiclion
Arthur Maloney, the pro-
vince's [irst Ombudsman,
was lold last week that his
jurisdiction did not include
mvestigalion of this hydro
corridor,

An order-in-council of May,
1974, announced the cabinel's
choice of a route from the
Bruce to a point near Lime-
house.

The Ombudsman’s Act pre-
vents Mr. Maloney [rom
investigating
decisions. The Omhudsman
notified the government he
was undertoking the ICG's
complaint last December.
Three months alter starting
his investigotion, the govern-
ment informed Mr. Maloney
that he was Ireading on a
cabinet decision.

The 1CG takes exceplion Lo
the accuracy of several [acls
which Ontario Hydro and the
cnergy minister use o blunl
the group's atlempt to have
an independent non-hydro
study carried out,

cabinet

said: *"It's always our (1CG)
contention that Timbrell's
June & (1975) stalement in the

of a
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B) would carry out the
review.

The ICG has ‘prior_ Lo,
during and since the EHB
hmringwregeﬁted]y called
for a non-hydro study of the
e?tire line, not just a pertion
of it.

Independent studies have
bheen carried out on other
Ontario Hydro prnﬁuaed
corridors, such as Bbruce
Howlett's 1973 work on the
Nanticoke o Pickering line.

Miszled
For example, Mr. Mann

legisloture, misied the

ministers.”

The energy minlster an-
nounced last June “‘A review
portion ol the Bradley-
Georgetown transmission
jine as requesled by citizens
in this areca." The Environ-
mental Hearing, Board {EH-
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