Jury recommends high speed policy. ..

(Continted from page 1)

in his' personal opinion, the
leaving of keys in a car should

come under the High
Traffic Act. e

In the investigation of the
acgident, which was  con-
ducted by the OPP, four re-
ports were filed. Two of them
were made by Constable Rod-
uck.

One of the olher iwo reports
wis prepared by OPP chief
imspector of traffic Theodore
Craig. While there was gen-
eral agreement in the three
other reports as to where con-
stable Hoduck activated his
cruiser's roof lights inspeclor
Craig's report differed,

Constable Roduck’s attorn-
ey, Monty Hyde, told the jury
in his summation that an
error in inspector Craig's re-
port is the inspector's roes-
ponsibility and not the con-
stable’s,

In & post-inguest interview
Dr. Benneit smoethed over
the inconsistencies by saying
that cach person wis making
a different interpretation.

Concerning a  possible
motive for Couture taking the
" Snoek car, the jury heard that
he had once threatened to
commit suicide. The coron-
er, however, said to the jury
that he believed the collision
which brought aboul the mul-
Liple deaths was an accident
and not a deliberate act.

Elizabeth Thomson,
Coulure’s  one-time girl
friend, said he swore “*to Kill
himself if [ ever brobe up with
him. He said he'd take a car
and wrack it up”.

Edmonton

pliss Thomson, who knew
Couture since last June and
had been with hiin in Edmon-
ton, broke off with him in
February., She said she had
not seen him since.

Crown atlorney James
Treleaven said  in  his
summation that what Couture
said to Miss Thomson may be
only what a young leenager
says to deter his girlfiriend
from going off. '“‘We don'l
know whyliw stole the car”,
Mr. Treleaven said,

"I believe it was an accid-
ent"’, Dr. Bennetl said. He
assumed Couture knew High-
way 25 and said that drifting
snow aml icy patches con-
Inbuted to Couture crossing
the middle of the road.

Dr. Hobert Hayward, a
psychiatrist whao briefly
imerviewed Couture, said
that the then 14-year-old's
thoughls centred on day-
dreams which would invelve
him in serious aceidents after
which he would get well in
hospital.

Dr. Hayward said he did
el interpret Couture's day-
dreams as “a danger to him-
self t Couture) or others™. The
psychiatrist agreed with the
crown attorney that the day-
dreams were normal for a 14-
year-old,

Quiel

Testimony from Couture’s
probation officer Thomas
Barker showed the young
nun o bhe "extremely quiet”,

The issue of high speed
chases surfaced several
limes during the inquest;
however, a definition of that
term wias never settled.

Police Commission

No comment
on inquest

Onee apgoin Halton Police
Caommission refused {o com-
ment on any aspect of the
inguest  deiving into  Lhe
deaths of seven people tast
month following a high speed
palice pursuil near Acton

Aleeting Thursday, midway
through Lhe three day
inepueest, Judge Willhiam K.

Warrender informed the
press the eommission - would
not commeoent on any aspect of
the inguest and gave no -
dication if the commission
would ever comment about
Lhe inguest.

Proviously the commission
had refused to comment on
the incident, while the inquest
wits pending.

L

Police will buy
20 new cars

Fallon Hegional Paolice will
buy 20 new velneles this vear
including 12 new  marked
cruisers, six unmarked ears,
o van and o station wagon.

Halton Polive Commission
approved the eall Tor tenders
nmn Lhe new vehicles Thurs-
day ¢

While buving 20 new ciars
the police department  will
also trade in 16 used vehicles,

The force will continue to
use the standard size cruiser
since it is necessary if plastic
partitions hetween the front
ani back seats are 1o be in-
staelled.

Al the same titne the foree

will move to smaller un-
marked cars. The pelice plan
tn buy intermediate size cars
for its detectives

[n addition, the commission
approved the call for tenders
for uniforms. The force will
buy 190 pitirs of police boots,
M pairs of police oxford shoes
and 120 pairs of galoshes. A
total of 1,430 shirts will be
purchased  along  with 281
pairs  of trousers and 144
lumcs.

Chiel Ken Skecrett told the
Cotmmission the force is now
experimenting a new tunie, in
tha field, which is expected to
last longer than five years.
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Dr. Bennett said a Webster
dictionary definition of chase,
"to follow or trail rapidly’,
seemed to it this situation.
fHie noted, however, that
Metro police deputy-chief
Ackroyd said evasive action
by the pursued car is part of 4
hugh speed chase,

“Was the excessive accel-
eration {by Couture) evasive
action?", said the coroner.
“"We'll never know", he add-
ed. He did sny though that he
believed Couture was aware
of Roduck’s cruiser’s pre-
Sence,

' i
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‘The chase, which covered a
distance of 1.7 miles, reached

aspeed of between 90 and 100
m. p.h.

. The jury made no comment
in its report on what a high
specd chase is.

Blood

Palhologists who lested
blood  samples from both
drivers testified there was no
evidenve of non-medical
drugs in cither of the bodies.
Fvidence of alecahol was
lotnmdl tn MchHugh's body, but
O loxicologist from the Centre

\

of Forensie Science sbid the
finding was “‘meaningless™.

A friend of Couture’s, Russ-
¢ll Elliott, had lestified that
he {Couture) had lwo drinks
of rye earlier in the evening of
March 6.

Dr. Bennett told the inguest
that OPP corporal Roberl
Arbour and constable Robert
Willmaott, the officer in
charge of the investigation,
;mﬁ* done a "‘magnificent
i '

On the 6th of March aroumd
i3:40 p.m. the McHugh car

HALTON CROWN ATTORNEY Jim Treleaven, carrying the white file,
enters the Milton courtroom for an afternoon session of the three-day-
long coroner’s inguest. Walking to his right, and slightly behind, 1s
Corporal Bob Arbour of Milton OPP (with moustache) who headed the
police investigation into the March 6 accident.

Douglas will
lay off 150

A total of 150 workers at the
Douglas  Aircraft  plant,
Malton, where many flalien
Hills residents are emploved,
will praduatly be  laid  off
hetween now and the three
week summoer vacation shuot-
dowen which begins July 16,

It s expected an average of
30 workers will be given their
notices cach week until all 150
people  are  laid  off.
reduction of 150 workers will
leave between 10060 and 1,330
still an the joh

This series of layolfs s o
far cry from the 800 person
layolf announced carlier this
redr, which never materi-
i’i;l:ud because of an incerease
in business at the factory
l Check '
The Aclon Afvee Press,
Classifieds for good buys, .
Sell it rtoo. Dl 853-2010
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16 Man S5t 5, -- Acton

stopped on Highway 25 to help
John Oudesluys start his
truck. The attempt failed,
and Oudesluys took a ride
from McHugh and his

Flsscngr::rs to get more help
rom Aclon.

_ The two Halton police ofl-
icers, Roduck ond Pearce,
were leaving the Station
Hotel following an occurr-
ence, and were on thelr wa

by separate routes to the Rel-
1able Taxl stand for o colflee.

At about the sarme time Mr.
Snock had parked his Ford
LTD in back of his landromat
and was intending to lock up
for the night. A woman was
doing her wash, so Mr. Snoek

left the building and dis-
covered his car was gone.

The right hand turn made
by Couture from Church

Street West onto Main Street

South somchow cought the
aitention of constable
Hoduck, who had turned onto
Main Street South from Mill

Street East only moments be-
fore.

Constable Pearce ap-
proached the Church amd
Main streets intersection
along Church Streevt East. He
suw Hoduck's cruiser aboul a
car length behind the Ford.

Constable Roduck
eslimaled his speed at below
30 m.p.h. because he intended

o lurn around to go to the taxi
sliand.

Mr. Snock, whowalked onto
Main Street, hailed Pearce,

Al 11:02 Pearce radioed his

report of the stolen Ford,

Roduck only heard poart of

ihe radio report because of
poor reception. The constable
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Red carpet heads way

kept an equal distance be-
tween his cruiser and the
Ford

to Venturers' bargains

Acton Venlurers held a
rummage sale in the new
scout hall on Saturday, with
many items available for
purchase.

Toys, clothing and flootwear

ool

Near Kingham Road, Red-
uck activated the roof lights
of his cruiser, “I couldn't say
if the Ford speeded up after
or just as I put the lights on”,
Hoduck said.
. The constable accelerated
inan attempt to keep sight of
the car. He radioed that he
was following the stolen Ford.

In the area of Sideroad 25
the cruiser's speed was bet-
ween 90 and 100 m. p.h. byt the
Ford was pulling away.,

Just south of the side road
Roduck said he could still see
the red ail lights of the Ford
and that he saw a set of eor
head Iiﬁhts coming norih.
*'Suddenly he head lights
dipped down™, Roduck said.
- Moments later a car burst
inlo flames,

prrr—————.- . I

were Just o few of the man
things at the end of the reJ'
carpet which stretched from
the read to the hall entrance.

Response was  good for
their ficst sale.
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Grade A -1

o RED BRAND BEEF o

’1.39.

Tandor

Shoulder Roast
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RENT-A-CAR

Choice

99°¢.
Rump Roast  *1.99.

Stewing Beef  *1.29.
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79"

Lean
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wheel the best
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2.69,

R ¥
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Lean Ground
* Chuck 10 tb. Freezer Pac $9.95
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77 Mill St. E. 853-2240°
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Schneider's Old Fashioned

Boneless Hams

Maple Leat

Sliced Side
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8¢ o Mile
W re quest arovaried he eor-
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"The Best Chicken on Two Legs”
OFFER GOOD AT 2 LOCATIONS

FOR FAST PICK-UP - - CALL AHEAD

IN GEORGETOWN

360 Steeles Ave. at Hwy.25 216 Guelph St.

878-8125 || 877-9980
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