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Never-ending grind

It was shortly after 8 a.m.
when Dr. Frank Philbrook
arrived in his oflice on Par-

liament Hill, Secretaries Lise

Long and Jane Archambeaull
had arrived before him and
had cpened mail and placed a
pile of it on his desk.

Ina way the day was unlike

‘s work is
never finished

an evening sitting and head-
ing back Lo the office.

Only night shilt warkers
and the occasional motorist
are on the streets when the
MP lenves his Parliament
Hill office and walks to his

many others. That was due to [

the fact the federal Tories
were hosting their leadership
campaign and because of it,
many of the standing com-
miltee meetings had been
cancelled. Usually on a
Thursday there's time for
only a quick look at the mail,
then he's off to a commitlee
meeling. Dr. Philbrook sits
on lhree heavy commitiees,
External Affairs, Health and
Welfare and Finance, all of
which have a host of sub-
comimnitiees.

With those meelings can-
celled, the day found Dr.
Philbrook in his office. The
night before he had been in
the riding for a function in
Georgetown with the George-
town Y.

A flying trip there and back
landed him back in Ottawa at
2 a.m. "That's something 1
have 1o think about, whelher
pr not 2 1wo hour meeling in
the riding is really worth 10
hours out of the week,” he
sald,

When we joined Dr. Phil-
brook shorily after 9 a.m. he
was busy handling con-
stiluent  problems. There
was bme out of a hectic
schedule to be interviewed
and then il was off to a lun-
cheon to hear Mr. Orioli,
president of the Commission
of the European Economic
Community, and then on to
the House of Commons,

Dr. Philbrook listened lo
the tributes offered to Hobert
Stanfield who that weekend
stepped down from his posi-
tion as leader of the official
ppposition.

Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau, NPP leader Ed
Broadbent and Social Credit
chief Real Coouette all of-
(ered glowing tributes to Mr.
Stanfield. ' ;

MPs [rom across the
country questioned the Prime
Minister and his cabinet
ministers on a wide variety aof
matlers.

B. . pen

several Mps questioned
Solicitor General Warren All-
mand abou! the second inci-
dent at the B. C. penitentiary
where hostages were taken.

Other . questioners probed
cabtnet ministers for answers
to questions that involved the
Alberta Qil sands, an alleged
increase in future oil imports,
the freedom of fishermen in
the Lake Winnipeg area to
sell their catch, the request
for assistance to those claim.
ing native land claims in B. C.
and a host of other subjects.

Queslions went on and on
with as many as 50 MPs
jumping to their feet, hoping
to have a question hﬂm‘(f

“'‘Question  period s
wimarily for the opposition,

[ I really fight I may get to
ask one question per month,"
said the Halton M.P.

Speaksin caucus

For government members
the opportunity for questions
comes during  caucus
meetings.

“Caucus", says Dr. Phil-
brook, *“is where democracy
really works and where our
differences are fought out.
You have to come out of that
with a single voice or it's
sheer confusion.™

“"We've had a problem with
tleaks. As a result 8 minister
who might have something
critical he wants to share in
confidence, may hesitate,™

Keep channels open

According to Philbrook, the
biggest challenge he faces as
a relatively new MP is
“knowing what’s gaing on up
here. That's I:n:ini; brutally
frank. People usually think in
terms of coming here and
doing something, [ighting
against something wrong or
fighting for something that
should be done. Opening up
channels and getting contacts
lined up is a g {irst step,” he
said.

Dr. Philbrogk said he didn't
consider it a conspiracy
against backbenchers but
rather a constant battie to
stay in the game.

“¥You have {o kecp a line on
what's coming up in the house
and then, everyone has a
speciaity and you have to be
carcful not to miss vour
chance to speak on it in the
House.™

As the House turned its
attention to the routine and
mundane aifairs of govern-
ing, Dr. Philbrook vacated
his seat in the House to return
to his office where he was
briefed on 8 number of
messages—one of them an
urgent phone call from Hal-
ton-Burlington MPP Julian
Heed.

With those messages dealt

with and out of the way, there

was time for n bite to cat
hafare inining the Hones Tar

hotel room in downtown
Ottawa. By then the hubbub
on the Hill has died down hut
activity will return as usual,
early in the morning.

The morning will come
quickly and it, like other
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DR. FRANK PHILBROOK takes time out of a hectic schedule to be

interviewed. His spacious office is tastefully decorated and features
knick knacks and curios from his days in India and in the medical

profession.

maornings, will see Frank
Philbrook caught up in a
rigorous schedule. The job
demands many charac-
teristics and talents, bul
above all else, stamina is o
musl.
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Many new bookworms|

boost library figures

The annual report of Aclon
library shows n hefty total
circulntion of 51,297 lor 1975.
Circulation for the preceding
year was 36,375.

This was Lhe first full year
the library has been open five
days a week. Total of cpen
days last year was 256.

‘The report, presented to the
Halton Hills library board,
nlso shows 488 withdrawals of

magazines, 1,542 of records,
297 of B min Milms and 116 of 16
mm fHms.

Book circulation for Acton
is broken down into 32,806
adult books and 18,491 junior
books.

Numbers up

Librarian Mrs. Isobel
Watson is pleased o report a
“great mony" new members
this past year, both adults

Board spurns
French dues

Halton Board of Education
saved $4¢0 Thursday by
deciding not to send n repre-
sentalive to a convention this
maonth in Ottawa and refusing
lo pay its dues for member-
ship in the L'Association
Franenise des Conseils Scal-

aires de 'Ontario.

The board's French Lan
uage Advisory Commiltee
End recommended  $300 be
spent to send a member of the
cominittee to the Association
of French Languages Com-
mittees of Ontario annuit
convention in March, Assoc-
lation dues totalled $1040.

Trustlee Tom Watson said
the results of the committee’s
wirk benefits tess than 40
flalion students, He sup-
}{L‘Sti:d in light of the board’s
inancial constraints, the con-
vention and membership in

Special high school course study rejected

Halton Board of Education
rejecled a plan proposed by
Trustee Edna HRobinson,
Thursday. which would have
seen d special committee sel
up to find ways of cutting
costs in high schools.

Coming on the heels of a
report filed with the board
last weck showing there are
13 elasses in Halton high
schools in which there are 15
or less students ecnrolled,
AMiss Robinson wanted 2
special commitlee sel up lo
lock ot the problem.

She wanted the commillee
to study secondary school cir-
riculum and come up with
adjustiments which would
reduce high school operation
casts. The committee was Lo
report back by next Octeber
after examining program
costs, use of schoel facilities
and stalf and the needs of stu-
dents.

It would be easy in our fin-
ancial situation to cut a lot of
courses but this might hurt

B EARLY SPRING SALE g

many of our students. e,

have {o examine today's stu-
dents needs and present econ-
omic conditions fo come up
with answers,’”" Miss Robin-
son explained.

Trustee Bill Priestner was
¢oncerned the committee
would bring in recommen-
dations which would set down
policy telling principals what
courses they could offer and
what they couldn™t. He
thought each school's costs
and courses should be
examined by the principals
taking the school's needs.

Miss Hobinson said she
would hope the commiltee
wouldn't come up with a tot of
restricting regulations, but
after the study it might be
decided “il isn't a good 1dea
to continue certain programs
or ¢lse limit their availability
to & few schools.” She
doubted the commiltee would
recommentd minimum elass

sizes and maximum  ¢Course o

offering levels sinee each

NO REPEATS

school 15 different.

Trustee Bill Lawson said he
suspected al) principals are
already looking ut class sizes
aned the - number of options

available at their own schools .

in light of finuncial restraints.

Trustee Tom Watson soid it
would be wrong for the board
io set up a committee 1o {oak
into high school curriculum
after spendding five years
encouraging principals to
develop programs to meet
their students’ needs. He
thought principals had the
good sense to keep costs in
mind.

Director of Education
Emerson Lavender’ said the
principals’ assoctation in
lalton is planning a special
workshop in April to deal with
the question of class size
time tabling and options anil
has inviled the board to part-
icipate in the talks.

Trustee Ernie Bodnar said
no amount of [iddling with

courses would mean a sub-
stantial cosl saving uniess the
pupil-teacher ratio s ad-
Justed,

“Anythin else  won'
achieve much in cost culting,
We have to face this issue of
pupil-teacher ratio head on,”
Bodnar declared.

AMiss Hobinson said the
board would have 1o Lhink
carefully before changing the
pupil-tcacher ratio and con-
sider all the implications of
the question before taking
any kind of action.

ore on
Philbrook

For more photos. of Dr,
Philbrook al work in Oftawa,
see the centrespread of (o
day's Real Estate Market-
place seclon
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the provincial French lan-
guage associntion were two
things *we can do without.”

Watson observed he has
been o member of the com-
mittee for the last five years
and has never been able Lo
see much benefit in either the
convenlion or attendance at
the convention for Halton,

and children. There were 493
new members in 1974 and 861
new members in 1975,

The Acton stalf recorded
993 reference questions and
508 hours of resecarch.

During the year the shelves
acquired 825 new books, 437 of
them fiction, 384 non-fiction
and 24 reference books. There
were also B0 new paperbacks
which are not included in the
regitlar slatistics.

During 1975 there were 31
maore records acquired.

In the juvenile seclion there
were 342 new books in the
fiction category, 205 non-
fiction and 16 paperbacks,
and eight new juvenile
records,

Out they go

As usual the task of culling
otit discards was part of the

ear’'s work, and a total of 703

oks left the shelves. (Some
are sold),

There were 43 visils made
to shut-ins as well,

Circulation in January has
heen away up, brs, Watson
says, The cold, snowy
weather seems to he good for
reading at least,

MD75-11

Add to or improve your electrical wiring and
fixtures to make yvour home a safer and more
comfartable place in which to live. Let the
friendly people at Mackenzie Buildall help you
make your home a hetter place to live in. That's
what Home improvement is all about.

RECEPTACLE SWITCH

New switches for old to
go along with your
new wire and fixtures,

Single pele brown Rocuer switch by —-@@-‘

1.2711

JYc

Residential grade receptacle. Brown by *@@—'

895

DIMMER SWITCH

Fush on Push off dimmer control. 600W.120V AC.

Model No. FP 6681/B0

*4.09-.
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PERCHED ON HER owner's shnuldérs, Cheeky,
with a mouthfull of cabbage, poses for her pic-

ture. Cheeky, a 7-month old hamster, is owne
Tammy McDonald of Church St. W

by

Getting it done
is half the fun.
Buildall malkes it easy!

[t's great to plan all those home renovations, like build-
ing a rec room, adding a bedroom, a green house, a
den or re-decorating the living room. Yes, it's great to
plan, but the fun starts the moment you actually start
doing the job. At Buildall we show do-it-yourselifers
just like you, that getling it done is hatf the fun. What-
aver your prajecl, just think how proud you'lt be when
you tell people you built it yourself. All it takes is a [ittle
confidence, some advice and the right materials from
Buildall, Qur home improvement materials are the
best your building dollar can buy and they're priced
right, too. Our helpful how-to-do-it advice is friendly
and knowledgeable. Stop planning and start building
- cause getling it done s hall the fun and Buildall

makes it easy!
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Recessed

Vx 8% box copper 11002

LIGHT
FIXTURES

Replace old worn
Qut or unattrac-
tive light fixtures
with bright new
fixtures from Mac-
kenzie Buildall.

9.98cAcH

Bedroom 15" dia. polished bLrass and

erystal 15320
Kitchen 8" diameter 16210

Bath 15" wide bBlue/yetlow/pink design 7033
Urility 18 florescent white 10131

Qutside wall mounted black K

SO74-64  Air Wing
BF-—18

$14.95 EACH

’8.99€cACH
39.98 eacH

$12.99€acH
32.99€eAcH

BATH FAN

Freshen the air in min-
utes with a new ceiling

or sidewall mounted fan.
The wiring compartment
cover 15 easily removable
for 2asy aceess to conduit
conuection 10 housing,
White plastic fan cover for
& clean appearance.

$11.88 eac

ELECTRICAL

WIRE

Vinyl covered electrical

S075-80

cop
stal

wr wire for easy in-
ation, add a few ex-

ra outlets, or upgrade
your old wining,

14/2 copper wire

50° coil

$4.49 cacH

100 coil

*$8.98 cacH

BUILDALL

ASSOCIATE STORE

L= ke

Georgetown - 8 James St.

Phone 877-2207
Mon. - Wed. B-6

Thurs, - Fri. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.-Sat. 8-6

Acton - 12 Church St.

Phone 853-1660

-“Mon.-Thurs, 8 a.m.-6 p.m,
Fri. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Sat. 8-5




