Recommend widen

Halton Hills works comm-
itltee decided Monday Lo
widen sidewalks on Mill
Street and ban guu'king on the
south side of the sireet once
the reconstruction job is
completed this yvear.

During a long discussion
the commiltee lpoked al o
number of options for
reconstruction of the street
but settled on the one which
will mean a loss of more
parking spots for customers
shopping in downtown Acton.

The commitlee decided to
ban parking because it will
“make merchants meet the

roblems head on. If we don't

an parking on the south side

the merchants will never gel
together and develop off
sireet parking,” Councillor
Ern Hyde said.

Hyde and Councillor Dick
Howill shared the same view
thal removing the parking on
the south side of Mill Street
would give the merchants the
necessary incentive to get to-
gether and develop some off
stree! parking.

Favor

They observed the down-
town merchants were luck
they aren’l compeling with
any plazas and suggested by
forcing the merchants 10 gel
logether after about 50 years
of fighting about parking
[acilities they were really do-
ing them a favor.

It was suggested many
businessmen wanted the tovwn
to give them direction. Both
councillors Joe llurst and
Mike Armstrong wanted to
huld & meeting belween the

commitlee and downltown
merchants to find out exact]
whot they wanted done wi
the street,

Hyde and Howitt opposed
this idea becouse the merch-
ants haven't been able to
comye to & consensus yel and
thev aren't likely to ot
anoether meeting.

The commillee considered
reconstructing Mill Street
and leaving it just the way it
is with no changes in parking
or sidewalk width but the idea
was rejected,

1t will cost bucks from atl
over Halton Hills Tor this pro-
ject and 1 think i1 would be
wrong to simply reconstruct
the street the way it is now. |
hate to po against the wishes
af the Acton representatives
but sumething has to be done

$200,000 an

about the street,” Hyde de-

clared.
Engineer Robert Austin
said the grnject will cost
come oul of both
Halton Hills and Queen's
Park coffers.
Hyde sald the same prob-

lem existed in Georgetown
when one side of Main

treet
had angle parking and the
change to parallel parkin
got merchants moving on off
streel parking,

Hurst observed there is a
big dliference between Main
Street Georgetown and Mill
street Acton since Mill Street
is o hl%—l way with through
traffic. He admitted Queen's
Park would be happy with a
south side parking ban.

Hurst said he wasn’t entire-
ly against the idea but stress.

idewallks, cut par

cd the importance of consult-
ing more with the merchants.
ie said many of Acton's
tralfic congestion problems
could be solved when a by-
pass cventually materinlizes
and admitted while the side-
walk on the north side of Mill
Sireet was a little narrow
there wouldn't be as much of
a problem Il merchandise
was kept off the walk, |

Austin said in discussions
with merchants one day they
wanl wider sidewalks and the
next day they don't. He said if
the street was reconsirucied
as is parking could be banned
in the fulure,

Hurst observed i puarking
was banned after reconstr-
uction it would be hard 1o
ever bring it back.

Austin said the town plann.

ers wanlt wider sidewalks and
have sugpested inter]ocking
cobblestones instead of con-
e¢rete in the Main to John
Streetl area. He added if they
nre installed properly they
don’t cost any maore to main-
tatn and add character lo the
sidewalks.

He noted if parking was
banned on one side the driv-
ing lanes wonld be wider even
with the sidewalks being
enlarged.

“Tt s a8 poor street to drive
down and for {he sake of the
merchants we should he look-
mg at improving il and not
just leaving it the way it is,”
Hyde said.

He and Howill agreed the
town couldn't wait untit the
merchants come o i con-
sensies about whal they want

and the development of off
strecl parking because both
could be @ long time coming,

The committee received
letters about parking from
Councillors Les Duby and Pat
McKenzie at  the meeting
along with a letter posted in
Aclon mgned by a “'concerned
merchant.”

On  Hyde's  recomm-
endation  the commillee
decided to ignore the last
letter until the writer came
forward and identified him-
seif.

+ + +

Copies of their letters have
been given 1o the Free Press
by councillors Duby and
McKenzie on request. The
letters were not diseussed at
the mecting,

These letters follow.

[
et i
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“Gentlemen:

“May I congratulate you
and your committee for
giving the re-development of
Mill Street in Ward 1 an
excellent rating for 1976 and
may 1 lake this opportunity to
mention that [ have a concern
in this redevelopment and ask
your commitiee for further
consideration,.

“Although the final recom-
mendation has not come lo
council the comments at our
last Planning Commillec
meeling led me to believe
that your committee has
reached a decision on parkin
on the South side of Mil
alreet.

“I'm sure that you are all
aware that there is a very
serious parking problem in

w5

the downtown area of Ward 1
at the present time. The mer-
chanls are presently Einnning
to alleviate this problem by
prﬂwdmg “crf:‘~alre¢t” park-
ing but their assessment is
such that they cannot cufe
wilh the problem il COUNCIL
bans parking on the South
Side of Mill Street from Main
Street o Fellows,

“If we ban parking on one
side of Mill Street we are
solving a problem on No. 7
Highway for the Province of
Untario at the expense of
merchants and residents of
Ward 1, This concern has
already been mentioned to
vou by the merchants and the
Chamber of Commerce.
Therefore, 1 ask that com-
mitlee re-open this very ser-

fContinued on page 2)
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$4,000 grant from region for
Community Services Centre

Afler lengthy debale
Halton Hills Ma_',r-:-r Tom Hili
and Councillor Pat McKenzie
were [inally able to pry $4,000
out of Halton Region Admin-
. istration Committee for
“Acton's new Communily Ser-
vices Centre. They had been
[ooking for a grant-of $5,000.

Burlington Mayor George
Harrington led off the discus-
sion endorsing the idea of
having all the various social
service agencies under one
roof but ebjected te the hiring
of a co-ordinator for the
centre. Harrington charged
all to often projects like this
énd up being a job making
process for somebody.

Committee chairman
David Coons noted there isn't
a social planning council in
North Halton. He said the new
centre " would “VYring all the
services logether for T.he rési-
dents.

McHKenzie mfnrmed the
councillors the person to be
hired wasn't really a co-ord-
imator but in fact was a
receptionist. He said the
receplionist wouldn't be a
highly paid social services

ruiessmna] and would come
rom the Acton area.

The Acton regional repre-
sentative said the centre
would have two rooms rent
free al the Acton 'Y’ building
50 money was needed to cover
the receptionist’'s wages. and
other expenses.

McKenzie noted Halten
Hills will give a grant of
$3,000 and Queen's Park has
promised to fork over some
money il the reglon does.

Hill pointed out the recept-
ionist was needed to handle
referrals of residents to the
various agencies.

Harrington complained
that in Burlington and Oak-
ville such projects are sup-
ported entirely by the local
municipality and maintained

Behind
schedule

in budget

drafting

The 1976 budget will
ready for the Finance I:Iﬂd
Personnel committee

cordin
surer Haymend King.

Mr. King told the commuit-
tee Monday evening that the
February 27 deadline could
not be me!, but he said the
budget would be available for
the March 8 meeting of the
commitlee.

to

review on March 5, only one
week behind schedule, ac-
fo Halton Hills' trea-

it was solely EHalton Hil's job
to finance the centre. Iiu
added individuals and HTEHEH
in the Acton area shoudd be
approached for Financial
asststanco.

McKenzie stated while
there are social and family
services offices in the sou
there 1sn°t anything like this
in the north. He said the pro-
jeet as just getting off the
gound and il it didn't eclick

after o year it would be dro
ped. MeKenzie added there
will be local fund raising car-
ried oul.

Hill noted the centre s
being slarted to see if it is
worlhiwhile and promised the
cominitlee it wouldn't see il
hack on next year's grant
request agenda.

Both [ and McKenzie

infed out Acton residents
1ave to leave the town to con-

GO is on the go
now serves town

G{) Transit buses can be
ged down anywhere along
II:gEim ay Seven in Acton,
according 1o GO spokesman
Tom Henry.

The service came into
effect on February 15,
replacing the Grey Coach
lines, AMr. Henry explained
that the only difference
between (GO°s service and the
Grey Coach is the lower fares
with GO and the different co-
loes, .

Signs have been  posted
throughout the town
designating where the buses
will stop. but the spokesman
said they can come to a halt
anyplace. He pointed out that
they bave no agepcy Wal-
son's  Mestaurant  was  1he
Grey Coach agency:) but are
striving 1o [ind a place.

Seven o
they go south on Highway ten

The buses leave Guelph and
continue along Highway
Brampton,

to Cooksville. Here the buses
turn east on highway (ive and
sauth on Bay §t. to the Ba
antl Dundas bus  terminal.
The trip takes about an hour
and 45 minutes, Mr. Henry
caleulated., . .

Fight buses  go thruuﬁh
Acton on weekdays and the
saime number on weekends,
An extra bus cunnects with
the Georgelown GO train
nnee a day also,

As of yvel, it 15 not known
hiw many passengers from
Acton take advantage of the
GO bus, Mr. Henry siod.

Since there is no depot here.

vet, parcels sent by bus are

droppetl off i Georgelown.

P.A. system at Acton pool

A public address system
costing $6U5 will e installed
in the swimming pool area at
Acton High School, if alton
Hills council agrees with ad-
ministration commitice.

Facility Superintendent
Pat Shechan said it is a safety
measure,

The commiliee said they
would try to collect the cost
[rom Halton lisard of Educa-

11600,

Councillor Hoy Booth said
he could not understand why
the town should be paying for
the system anyway,

Mr. Sheehan said the town
signed the contracl, so are
responsible to see the pubhic
;uhmﬁs system 1s buiit. He
pointed cut the Halton Board
of Education is willing to pay

the cost.

where -

—

tact social service agencies.
The mayor said there is fam-
ily counselling in Georgetown
but only half a day each week.
Coons noted social and
family services wasn't the
only component of the new
centre because there were
many other groups part-
icipating.
he centre has the endorse-
ment of the police depart-
ment. Halton Board of Edu-

SIGN OF THE times,
GO transit sign by
tracks on Mill St. is a
constant reminder that
the company has taken
over the Grey Coach
bus route. Embarking
assengers better
wrry, though. Buses
parked there picking up
riders will be in a no
parking zone.

Library losses
Down in Georgetown

cation,- Board of Health and
the region’s social and family
sgrvices department,
McKenzie said.

Hill stated the new centre
was both a regional and area
municipality responsibility.

Councillor Carl Eriksen
said grants are a sensitive
issue and the policy is grants
are only awarded to groups
which serve all of Halton. He

(Continued on page 2}

Acton
winners

Two Aclon area residents
struck it rich luost month

* thamks to the Qlympic lottery-

and the Wintario lottery
draws.

V. J. Flaherty, R.R. 2, Ac-
ton, held the winning ticket
for $10,000. the Ontario Lot-
tery Corporation announced
last week. The draw was held
in Stratford on January 22

(n January 25, Doug fmvi'?
kins of Frederick St. N. was
the lucky winner of $1,000 in
the Olympic lotter draw on a
ticket bought by his grand-
duughter Colleen Spiclvogel
ot the Bank of Montreal.

Mr. Dawkins told the Free
Press the four numbwrs he
had corresponded with the
last four on one of the million
dollar prizes,

The money, Mr. Dawking
said, automaltically wenl into
the bank.

This was not the first time
he had won money in that lot-
lery, he explained. One other
lime he won $100.

on the rise in Acton

Since lay-oul changes were
made last year at George-
town High School Hbrary,
hook loss has decreased,
the same time the rate of loss
at Acton High School has gone
up dramatically.

A reporl on loss of books
and other items in Hallon
high schools wns presented
Thursday to the Halton Board
of Education.

The report said the changes

at Georgetown High School
have “‘provided more direct
control in the resource
centres.””

The increasing loss rate ol
Acton High School was
bBlamed on a noticeable in-
crease in the use aof the
library by pupits and the lack
of a full time librarian. It was
noted-in the report there will
be o teacher in the library ful)
time Lhis year.

CUTTING OF a wide red ribbon marked the off-

icial o
Saturday

opening of the new addition to the scout hall
evening. Beamin

Grant Schultz, president o

faces belong to
the Rotary club

which sponsors the Scout-Guide movement;
Barbara Murchison, president of the Scout and

b
#i

i ; v!
1
emy

Guide Mothers Association; Don McDonald
chairman of the Scout Group Committee, and

assistant scoutmaster Mark Rowe. Rn[ar:aps
and Scout and Guide Mothers made major fin-

ancial contributions.

Ban St. Alban’s
parkingon south

be the least inconvesent to L
and L customers and ares

flalton Hilis works comm-
ittee decided Monday  ta
change the parking bap on St
Alban’s drive from the south
side 1o the north side as an
accumodittion to L oand L
Forid service customers who
park on the south side.

The parking ban had been
discassed for many manths
and recently the committee
finally decidued to ban Imrkn'.l,
e the south side of the road

Coruneil had given two read-
ings of the by-law when the
car  dealerstup  complamed
the parking han would effeet
its busipness aml the comm-
dttee decided 1o take another
look at the sibuation.

The comntiftee  apreed

parking should be banned on
ane side of the street and the

north side ban would prove t

¥

residents,

Newest life member
s Morgan Madill

Morgan hMadill has been named & life

Agricultural Society.

He joins H. L. Davidson, Chif § 2rey, Stan Matthews and-

member of Acton

Mol McCuilough in this clite group.
'The decision was maoe al the lust general meeting of the

Society.

Mr. Madill lives at R.R. 1, Limchouse. He has been ac-
live in the Sociely for many years.

I Six mill hike in region budget

Skatathon
on March 14

Ancther Skatathon is being
planned for the arena on
Sunday, March 14, and Elﬁdge
sheels are going out to Robert
Little, M.Z. Bennett,
%pe:ﬁidu Ospringe and
Lamehouse :.r.:h:}uls this week.

Last year's Skatathon, was
a huge success with almost
st (XK} raised in one afternoon.
The money was split-half to
the Rotary, and half to the
participating scheols. The
Hotary, which sponsored the
evenl, subsequently made a
hefty donation for the scout
hall” addition. Schools used
some of the proceeds to
{inance their annual school
trips. Hobert Little students
went to Ottawa, MZBs to
tJuebec,

Some high school students
alse donned the blades last
vear Lo garner pledge money.

Une top skaler brought in
$7td last year.

The town bad instructed
department heads to Keep
their budget increases down
lo len per cent over last year,
This, according to Mr. King,
is 8 combination of the
government's and the area
municipality’s attempl lo
restrict expenditures.

Mr. King explained that the
total general budgel is a
gearing exercise and once the:
Halton Beard of Education
and the Halton Regions bud-
gets come through, the trea-
surer can adjust nncurdingly

$45 tax increase for Halton Hills

If Halton Regiona) Council approves the

. proposed 1976 o Lﬁ:raung budget the
average Halton Hills ratepayers will fork
“over an extra $45 in taxes this year and il
will cost the average Milton taxpayer $30.

In his report 'fo council, Chief Ad-
‘miniatrative Officer Ernie Reld predicted
unless cuts are made tax bills will go vp
37.5 per nantunln mille.

- Thu sting bud
1353 dwhlch mmw d have
"“‘"w o Y B
rom sources ‘such as provinc
Councillor Ernle Sykes sald nts, Last fall the region had predicted a

it would beinteresting to note s
the region's budget as they LENO AND LYDIA Braida were guests of honor Hcunts for B your ¢ "f ﬂ 1S ““
nn l:ﬂ' tdm' pm

are also going through and  at g party at Building Products plant Friday. Dr. ¢

| R b.
ﬂuﬁtﬂg‘,“ F ot the H?m];ﬁ Braida has been transferred to Montreal, and BP 'mdlﬂ. i

Hills levy, Associates said farewell with gilts. Stnry inside. .

Milton ratepayers would face a $90 tax
hike if both education and region budget
Eop-uaalﬂ are possed. Milton taxes are

ed on an average assessment of $5,000
and the average assessment in Halton
Hills is $7,500. The education mill rale is
expected to go up 12 mills.

More tax increnses will lihi;'liy be tacked
onn when Halton Hills and Milton brl
down their own budgets. Inflation a
reduced provincial gmntﬂ will certainly
farce local taxes up even If there 1s no
increase {n the level of services.

per cent inflation alletment. The treasurer
says the $1.5 million road and sewer work
budget should be reduced.

QOther factors in the over $3 mlillion
lnnre.ﬁse over the projection for this year's
budget allowing for inflalion are requests
for more stafl and furniture, higher road
maintenance costa, an $11,000 councillors’
pension plan, increased granis to local

. agencigs and additional money for Halton
Human Services Council.

Farmer says every reasonable effort
should be made to reduce the six mill
increase.

Taxes in Halton Hills will jump $135 If
both the proposed Halton Board of Ed‘uca-
tion- and mglmal budgets are approved.

H the mill rate 1sn't increased the region
caild raise anly $10,177,000 of the over 113
milllon required to cover this year's
budget since assessment gone up only 4.5

 per cent.

‘Treasurer Don Farmer noted in his

report the pr ed hudnﬂt Ehuws a''yery
sustantial pinmﬂe" and ej

probably is “unacceptable. WP

He noted all regional governments far.:i:'
huge budget increnses because of dras.
tically decreased provincial grants.

Most departments are well within the
irflation increase level for thelr budgets.
but $3.5 million in road and sewer work
planned this year has 111&3%:! a significant
rdu in the $3. :l milllon increase over the 10

dget ia

The Elrupmcd reglonal budget will g‘u to
admin Lmllnn committee next month.
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