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Possible $3 million budget cut A
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shaves 3 mills, $22 tax saving =™

Proposed budget culs
amounting to $3 millien which
would reduce this vear’'s ex-

led education mill rate in-
crense by three mills were
unveiled at a public meeting
Monday, in Georgetown by
Halton Board of Educatlon
Finance Committec.

Facing severe financial dif-
ficulties brought on by in-
creasing costs and reduced

rovincial grants, Halton

rd of Education anngunc-
ed last month that residents
could face a 15 mill tax hike i
the board tried to maintain all
programs and services ot
their 1975 levels, The 15 mill
jump would cosl the average
Halton Hills taxpayers an ex-
tra $112 a year and the aver-
age ratepayer in Milton $75.

The possible three mill cut
back announced at Monday's
poorly attended meeling
would mean an average tax
soving of $22 in Halton Hills
and $15 in Milton.

Finance Committee Chair-
man and Milton Trustee Bill
Lawson said the proposed
cuts, most of which he ex-
pects will materialize, will
cut the board's 1976 budget by
$3 million from $76 million to
$73 million, Lawson noted a
mill is equal te about $'x mil-
lion but cautioned the rale-
payers that this won't meana
six miil reduction hecause 55

r cent of the cuts will be lost
in provincial grants. This
year Halton ratepayers will

y only 45 cents of each dol-
ar the board spends.

Besides the already an-
nounced death of Primary
Task Force and the values
education pilot project, Law-
son revenled possible cuts in

administration, professional ©

development, capital costs,
school operations and main-
tenance and instruction.

A voluntary freeze of senior
employees wages, reduced
courier service, thi death of
Halton Education News, tele-
tion of the Director of Educa-
tion's special education deve
lopment fund and reduced
seminar funds for senior staff
will mean a savings of $57,9%
in the administration area of
board operations.

The east education centre
iDakville),
reoms, small schoals (none in
North Halton) and reduced
supplies and services would
save the beoard $387.300 in

vacant class-

school operations and main-
tenance.

The board expects to save
$455,300 by ending orientation
and Induction programs for
new teachers, In-service
tralning for teachers already
employed by the board, the
vdutnllnnur development
plan and the availobility of

rofessional development
Eﬁﬁkﬁ in school lbraries. In
addition the board plans to
reduce the amount of money
set aside for stalf leadership
and professional develop-
ment.

Belh new and replacement
equipment and furnilure pur-
chases will be climinated in
1976, cxcept in emergencies,
for a saving of $589,000.

Board funds for field trips,
athletic trips and library
books except for new schools
and supplemental art and
music programs were nmong
the victims in a list of 10 cuts
worth $1,544,350 in the in-
struction category of bhoard
operations. Swim programs
for Halton students will end
this June and not resume in
the fall, the board will reduce
the use of sui:aply leachers and
their pay will be chopped, ad-
vertising for new teachers
will be llmited and the alloca-
tion for consumable supplies
for each secondary school
student will be reduced by 10
per cent.

The board also intends to
explore other areas where
cuts conferences, the hiring
policics for consultants, co-
ordinators, area superinten-
dents, milcage rates [or
teachers, having secretarial
staff working only 10 or il

_months and increasing . the

pupils-teacher ratio. Lawson
noted these arens are d]Ir.ls:t
now being looked at and no
possible savings have been
calculated.

One resident suggested the
number of consullants em-
yieyed by the board should be
Inuht:d at seriously because
culs are necded.

Another resident was glad
field trips won't be financed
by the Enard any more be
cause that job should be left
to parents and while a diver-
sified education is great if
students were taught to read
better their knowledge could
he broadened without [frills in
school because they could

read a variety of books.

The some taxpayer sald
fine buildings and facilities
don't mean flne ecducation
and suggested the board’s
finnm:isﬁ emphasis should be
placed on teachers because
they ore the key to quality
education.

Trustee Doug Wood noted
$112,500 will be saved by end-
ing board financial support of
ﬁ#ﬁd trips. He added teachers
are the emphasis of beard {in-
ancing since they will get 76
per cent of the money spent
this year. _

A former areca erinm_put
cautloned the board against
making cuts which wi!i affect
the quality of education like
increasing the pupil-teacher
ratio,

Lawson informed the aud-
ience many of the culs are
short term and if they weren't
and continued for a few years
it would cost the board twice
ax much later to bring things
back up to standard.

A high school teacher Sug:
gosted trusiees o hack 1o

iving their services for free

ike they did years ago.

One resident responded by
saying it was fine for the

leachers to recommend cuts
like trustees wages but noted
they aren't likely to toke cuts
in their pay. He added tea-
chers say make cuts but don't
louch my pocket.

tHe suggested the board cul
back on busing students and
cither have them walk to
school because il is good
exercise or else have parents

ay for the right cach :i;x{i; to
EE"-"E their children hused.

Trustees pc-inted out husinq
isn'l that big an expense an
is reslly needed in rural
arens.

Lawson concluded that
while all of the culs are only
proposed right now he ex-
peets the finance commitiee
will follow through on most of
them.

“Ihere are always a {ew
sncred cows so some might
escape being cut,’ he stated.

Six of the extra mills will be
dite 1o decreased provincial
grants and nine of the mills
are a tribute to inflation.

Without budget cuts this
year's levy in Halton [for
education would be 53.8 mills.
1f cuts do materinlize the levy
would be 50.8 mills.

Principals surveyed
about drinking age

Halton High School princi-
pals are being asked to com-
ment onthe effects of the low-
ered drinking age on their
schools,

Directar of Fducation
Emerson Lavender revealed
at Thursday's Halton Board
of Education that a while ago
principals in Halton were
asked 1o comment for the
board how the lowering of the
drinking age a few years ago
frem 21 to 18 has affected
their students.

Lavender said the board
has received a letter from the
Lambton Board of Education
asking for Hahlton trustees’
support  in  persuading
Queen’s Park to raise the

drinking age from 18 to 20.
Trustee Len Auger said -

since principais are  being
surveyed, high school student
councils shotld alse be gues-

tioned, because he knows
some studens are also con-
cerned about the effects of
the lowered drinking age on

<chnols.

‘Fhe board deeided to delay
any comment of the Lambton
Board's request for suppert
until they get answers from
prineipals and students about
what the lowered drinking
age is doing 1o Halton schools.

New homes
by Legion

Construction began
Monday on foundations for
new homes in the Legion sub-
division. Aboul six or seven
hasements have heen dug o
already .-
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SKETCH SHOWS how the new Acton high school
will look on completion. Tenders are now being

Training school changes
worry Halton trustees

Halton Board of Education
decided Thursday to ask
Queen's Park to delay repenl
of section eight of the.
Training Scheols  Act until
facilities are available
Halton for problem children.

Section eight of the Acl pro-
vides for an incorrigable
child to be sent to o training
schooel after a court order.

Superintendent of Special
Services John Graham said
when that section of the Act is
repenled o child can no longer
be brought to court unless he
has committed a criminal
affense,

e explained that in the
past children who continually
flayr:d hookey, ran away
rom home, were unmanage-
able in class or refused school
and parental control, could be
sent to training schools.

Graham stated the repeal
of section eight will have
serious  implications  for
Halton and its schools,

He prediclied about 3D
childeen who formerly left
Halten each year for training
sehools will now remain in the
community ind must attend
sehoals. ‘They all need special

programs and counselling he
added.

Graham said group homes
are the ideal solution but
there aren’t any available to
problem pupils in North
Halton and there isn't any
room at group homes in Ook-
ville and Burlington.

He said in light of financial
restraints the hoard can’l set
up any special facilities or
programs for these special

upils and suggested the Min-
istry of Correctional Services
give Halton some of the funds
it has for training schoaols.

Graham said many people
feel repeal of section eight of
the acl is coming up seon and
he asked the board to request
the province to delay any
action until accommodation
for the probtem children can
be found in Halton. He added
the board isn't the only group
concerned about the changes
because the police and
{(hildren's Aid Society are
also worried.

lirector of Education
Emerson Lavender said
sehools have trouble coping
with these youngslers, - S0
until funds are available the
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called. Reoad construction is underway on Chur-
chill Rd. N.

Trustee Bill Lawson said
group homes could be severly
hurt by the fact Children’s
Seciety’'s budget will be
limiled to & 5.5
crease. He said if the few
group homes which are
operating are closed then

province should f{orestall
repealing section eight of the
Act.

Trustee Bill Priestner said
this was just another example
of Queen's Park shirking its
responsibility and passing it
gn to other government

bedies. dumped on our doorstep.”

Graham said training
schools baven't been as effec-
tive as had heen hoped by the

rovince, He noted one judge

as told him only 10 per cenl
of the children who end wp in
training school benefit from
the experience.

Theft from
Duby garage

Lavender said the com-
munity is the place Lo
rehabilitate  problem
children. '“The prablem is
that we haven'f the resources
or f[acilities to deal with
them,” he concluded.

A Toronto man reported the
theft of a 24-volt battery and
iwo sels of floodlight tractor
lights with brackets from a
front end toader stored in o
parage on Duby Dr. The theft
pecurred some time during
the winter, the owner told pol-
ice.

call our office,

per cent in-

problem children “'will be

Study :
economy .
—Bodnar

Georgetown Trusiee -
Ernie Bodnar wants to make
gure Halton students study -
various political and econ- .
omie systems and understand |
them.

At Thursday's Halton |
Board of Education mt:etin% =
Bodnar noted there [s a lot of
lalk these days about the {ree
enterprise system, demo- -
cracy, socialism and capii- -
alism and he wondered if
pupils understand the differ- -
ence between the terms. i

Superintendent of Program
John Boich told Bodnar thal
the philosophy behind various -
political and economic '
systems is studied in business
law, cconomics and social .
science courses. He noted the

rograms aren't as sophist-
icated os those offered at
universities and expressed -
regret the courses aren't
taken by many pupils. :

Bodnar said communism
and socialism get o lot of
publicily and wanted Lo make
sure students in Halton learn
about democracy and the free
enterprise system. He added
cven if pupils do study the
Canadian political and
cconomic system the board
should make sure they study
it more,

Boich said he would look

into the subject and report
back to the board a

Snow goes

Halton Hills work crews’
sunshine and rain are vying
for the honor of causing the
disappearance of the maost
snow this week.

Missed Your Free Press?

Please Let Us Know
Our carriers do their best to give fast

courteous service but mistakes do happen;
so if you do not receive your paper or have
any complaints regarding delivery, please

853-2010
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Financial problems
delay chairmanships

Halton Board ot Education
decided Thursday to delay

any action on implementation .

of chairmanship reorganiza-
tion at Halton high schools
until the budget is struck.

minor department heads and
assistant  heads would be
given to each school for
chairmen's salaries, staff and
program development.

- He said the present fiscal

= 4= &
March is Red Cross Month
HELP US HELP

Campaign for Funds

7 i / ’fl{ _.—f""/@-"

Blitz-Day, Tuesday, March 9th

roblems the board laces are
immediate and overriding
and suggested the board de-
lay any action concerning
chairmanships until the fin-
ancial situation is clarrified.

Board Chairman Judy
Alexander noted it will he at
least six weeks before the fin-
ancial siluation is clarified.

NOW OPER AT OUR NEW LOCATION
lain St.,
ACTON
WATCH FOR OUR "OFFICIAL GRAND OPENING",

Director of Education
Emerson Lavender com-
pared the motives bchind
chairmanships ‘lo a three
legged stool. He noted one of
the legs is financial.

e also said under the
chairmanship system funds
presently paid to major and

in Georgetown, Acton and districts {villages).
Area - Captains and Canvassers urgently need-
od. 1f contacted, please volunteer, or phone
877-4466, 853-1868 (for Acton) or 877-1332
and donate a few hours to make 12 calls.

Cut from Canada Grade A" Beetf

BLADE ok SHORT RIB sto: Bone removep

ROAST 88

(" x FROZEN FOOD FEATURES x \ (

Mary Miles 116 Phg.
SLICED

|sioe Bacon *1.69
MIX or MATCH 'EM

Shopsy's 12w

POTATO SALAD

CoLE sLAaw 2/85¢

.

lender .Jm!:','

CROSS RIB
ROAST

Boneless

SHOULDER
POT ROAST

98¢
Shiced

BEEF LIVER 58°
* PRODUCE FEATURES *

BANANAS 19

CABBAGE LETTUCE
39tuun J

4

2 1h.

AT OUR COMPLETELY REMODELLED NEW LOCATION,
THURS., FRI., SAT., FEBRUARY 27-28-29

.#"f

BE SURE TO DROP IN AND SEE US
AT OUR NEW LOCATION FOR SOME,
DOWN-TO-EARTH PRICES AND A
TREMENDOUS SELECTION |

-WE WILL BE FEATURING

"CUSTOM MADE DRAPERIES"
by Pride of Paris and United

at our new location

CARPET &
CORNER ¢&

_ 3rx*1.00
s STEW 69°
3+*1,00
¢oLD REMEDY $1.19
Case of 24 Cans -

White 5 Ib. Bag .
*1.19

* FREE *

White or Brown 24 o02. Loaf
FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION
JUG of “DONLANDS" MILK ot the

AND LOWEST PRICE . . . SHOP ""FOODLAND"
regular Price

ORANGE
4Fﬂﬂ$'_-oo
McCans -~ 21b. & Catnation
FANCY Peas 69" | ot FRIES
\vEGETABLES 69° 59¢
TOILET TISSUE 49°
RASPBERRY ox STRAWBERRY PINEAPPI.E
JAM *1.09 e 49°
Maxwell House 1 Ib. Bag $I l9
DETERGENT *1.99 peas 3/°1.00
Clag Phg of 10
FLAKED WHITE
BAGS 99 TUNA N
331,00 o 5 T4
FOODLAND * FOODLAND % FOODLAND % FOODLAND x FOODLAND x FOODLAND

CRINKLE or SHOESTRING

MIXED
Aylruet 24 o Uel Monte 48 or

- Golden Seal B6's 01,

Carnation 16 oz. P s NG

- uu;‘{ii; ot thand
I Thurs 200900
800
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