|
!2 The Acton Free Press, Wed., February 11, 1976

No more three Rs!

“Woodside school converted into home

: By Pai Wllson
. A controversial Issue af-
fecting the residenis of the
fourth and fifth lines of Erin
ownship concerned a choice
o building site. Sorne wanted
iton the Fourth Line, some on
the Fifth, After much alterca-
ion, an independent study
was carried out and a chalee
was made, The project would
be constructed midway be-
tweent” the two lines on the
Filth Concession, Erin,
Sound familiar?? The
noises are similar but the
Irn jectis not a hydro corridor
n 1976 but & schoolhouse in
1888, specifically 5.5, No. 10

Erin Township, popularly -

known as Woodside School
which functioned on this site
fromm 1888 until closing its

doors in 1965, It is now the'

charming residence of John
- uitnd Audrey Cameron, R.R. 2,
.i'n.ﬂt[lﬂ. - )

$100 cosi

" The properly for the new
school was taken Irom Lhe
porthwest corner of the Me-
Donald farm on the Fifth
Line, now owned by Bruce
Leitch. It cost $100. The new
building was constructed of
bricks manufactured on the
Given farm on the Sixth Line
and the schoolyard was fenc-
* od at a cost of $5.90.

Over the years the school
served not only as an educa-
tional centre but also as a
community cenlre. A Liter-
ary Society flourished here at
one point and many were the
social get-togethers held
within its four walls.

Some of the pupils trudged
to school along the original
Five Sidercad which wound
through swamp, up hill and
down dale from the Sixth to
the Fourth Line while others,
like the Denny brothers walk-
ed through stands of hard-
wood and over snow-covered
fields to gain an cducation,

Many olther names well
known in Acton and district
were associated with the little
oneroom  school. . .Swack-
hamer, Mclntyre, Binnie and
M. Z. Bennell are but a lew.

Warm welcome

Wonderful things are still
happening in the old red brick
schoothouse at the top of the
hill on Five Sidercad. Step in-
side the doorway to the form-
er cloakroom, and you are
greeted by the warm wel-
come found wherever the
quality of life is good.

This warmth of feeling
which engulfs the former
school undoubtedly stems
from the aifection which its
owners fecl for it. Since they
bought it three years ago this
Valentine's Day, they have
given unstintingly of their
time and talents to its re
storation.

_ Although the project is not
el complete, much has been
accomplished. The singie
schoolroom has been trans-
lormed into a2 compact two-
bedroom home with a
tremendous
Spaciousness,

Most of the work under-
laken to date has been in-
. .doors, Audrey teils you, **This
Spring we'll put shulters on
and do the landscaping but we
don’'t want to spoil the school-
Jhouse effect at all.”

1

' Project
. Audrey has done much of
‘the decorating herself from
:ﬂﬁpplin§ the plaster ceilings
with relled up newspapers to
‘placing the beams in pesition,
Single-handed, she even pul-
led down an inside wall erect-
ed by previous owners in or-
der to enlarge the sitting
room,

-As you discuss her project
with her, you cannot help
fecling how fortunate it was

Speeding
fines up

Miltan OPP officers issued
a “slight increase’ in
speeding tickets over the first
full weekend since the new
rovincial speed limits came

feeling of |

for S8S No. 10 Erin Township,
that she was the person to
undertake its conversion.
Having restored two homea in
land previously, one of
which was a 15th century cot-
tage with all its inherent pro-
blems, she could see the
potentinl afforded by the
schoolhouse the mimite she
lnid eyes on it Immediatel
she sensed what was needed.

When she and John became
the proud owners of the one
acre and twelve perches on
lot five, concession five, and
the ei'ihly-ﬁve year old build-
ing, they moved in at once
and set {o work.

Since a modernkitchen had
been instalied on the south-
side of the building by the
former owners, Lthe Camer-
ons' first underiaking was the
removal of the Lttle leanto
shed at the soulhwesl of the
bullding. In Its place they
bailt a cedar deck overlook-
ing the beautiful wooded
valley to the rear of the pro-

perty. Along the wall against
which therﬁmd was formerly

propped, sliding glass doors
were installed, Now the
Camercns and their guests
can sit in the dintng room and
feast their eyes while they sa-
vour their meal.
Barnhoard

Like the spacious silting
room which it adjeins, the
dining room is panelied.
Barnboard has been used and
ts most effectively comple-
mented by woven Scandina-
vian drapes in beige and
brown tones. The original
wainscotting has been pre-
served and painted 2 neutral
tone but it is Audrey's ulti-
mate aim to reflinish this,

As you walk from the [ront
of the house to the back alo

the red-carpeted centre hall- L

m which leads past lwo
ooms on the left and on
ultra-modern bathroomn on
the right, your eye is drawn to
the rear wall of the house, For
here crackles and dances a
glorious log [ire in a raised
bearth extending the width of

the atiting room. This flre-
place Au designed her-
self and had built of reclzim-
ed brick, which is approxi-
mately the same age a3 the
brick in the building. Com-
{ortable chintz-covered
chesterfields invite one to
curl up at the fireside and en-
joy not only the warmth but
the flickering ilames and
lighted candles reflected in
the copper pleces placed
nearby and in the highly-pol-
ished floor which has been
left uncovered lo reveal lis
Iustrous beauty.

Fordancing

Interestingly, this floor was
loid in 1945 by a number of the
older boys attending the
school who wanled to have a
floor suitable fer dancing.
The donated their labor but
the wood cost them $37.50, a
sum which would b;.:Ja only a
few of the boards today. The
originn]l floor can slill be
found bencath this,

When the Camerons pul in
the sliding glass doors [n the

. - . : ;.'.'.._“- 5‘

dining rvom and the {ireplace
in the stiting room, they had
an opportunity not enly to
examine the construction of
their home but plso fo lake o
peak inlo its past.

Bilackboard

The walls are three bricks
thick ot the betiom and two
bricks thick all the way up, ti-
ed in every two feet with a
two by four. On the wal] at the
back of the house behind the
present fireplace, they found
the old blackboard. On ils
surface was a wrealh of
maple leaves and the inscrip-
tion, '‘God Save the King, God
Bless Canada'.

Vista

In the north wall of the sit-
ting room, a new, narrow bay
window has replnced a door-
way against which easterly
winds formerly heaped snow-
banks which made access dif-
ficull. This window overlooks

“the fields of the Leitch farm

to the east. To preserve this
vista, Audrey has refroined

L
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[rom using curtains just as
she huas on the kitchen window
which Iooks out on the beauti-
{wl old beech tree to the south-
west

Here cardinals and other
{eathered friends come Lo en-
joy the tasty treats proffered
them by the kind residents of
‘Woodside'.

Wherever one looks from
this E:mperl:.' the view s
magnificent. When one com-
pares the natural beauty sur-
rounding this schoolhouse
with the concrete sterility of
modern school grounds one
realizes the price of progress,
Here there are glorious vistas
to stir the soul, unless, ol
course, the proposed hydrc
corridor should cut across the
fields and mar the landscape.
Like many others the
Camerons hope this will not
come 1o pass.

Come spring, Audrey and
John will be busy working
atdoors on weekends when
they are not golling at the
Erin Club to which they have
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THESE WINTRY DAYS, life in the Cameron home centers around the |
glowing fire. Warmth is the keynote of the delightful residence which
John and Audrey have transformed over the last three years.

February is ‘Anniversary Month'at L & L FORD SALES.
Your patronage and confidence in Ford and Mercury
products during the past years have led to a tremendous

RILUNTS ERTIFTR.
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belonged for years, 1f you are
o fornier ‘Woodside' pupil
and want to ke o stepfxl

in time, just stop and say
‘Helloe” when you're passing.
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AUDREY CAMERON has used pastel colours,

vertical stripes and only

ornaments to make the smaller rooms of her
home appear larger.

The Camerons will be ‘de- | R
lighted to show you, your ! LN
children, or your grandchild- fi—. ' 45

ren, where once you wenl Lo = T

”.‘.“

School retains its charm and on theiexteriﬂr
looks much as it did when it closed its doors to
pupils in 1965.

SALE
00% OFF

G@G (Scrubby)

WINTER JACKETS

Reg. *49.95 NOW 324.95
Open Monday Through Saturday

- Tack & Togs

128 Guelph S1., Hwy. No. 7, Georgetown
: 877-1818

a few carefully chosen

3]

increase in sales of these fine products.

New stock for Spring delivery will be arriving soon.

We must clear our lot of our present stock!

NEW '75

(' MODELS TO CLEAR }

DEMONSTRATORS

*LTD 4 door Brougham

1976 MODELS

*Ford »Mercury » Meteor

This Week Play Light Blue
Bingo Cards. Check Orange
Bingo Cards!

monday thru friday-

J:30 to4:00pm
saturday-7:30 to §:00

NESCAH

{nstant

Coffee $235

IGA BREAD & BIETERA OR
Sweet Mixed
Pickles

T JAR
HEINI CREAM OF
MUSHADDM OR

Chicken

5

wh

Noodle oot 1 89¢
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PAICES EFFECTIVE WED THRU SAY FEG 11 TO 14TH
WE RESERVE TRT ALGHT TO0LEMIT QUARTITIES

A/
Pork
Loin §
Roasts

FAESH CEMTRE CUT

{3-LB. AVERAGE)

RIB TENDERLOIN
PORTION PORTION

195429
Loin Pork Chops .,SI' 39

Veal Cutlets or Sirloin Veal Steaks msI. 49

MART AT rouids Wlavwbagy
PLFFIRDN TaC AW B 1S4y Sk
SUMMIN DR Baniiekly

Deli
c
Sausage 2% 85

PRODUCE OF USA s s
BUNMCHES
FOR .

- Broccoli

PROQULE OF ISRALL

pm

SH
115
[1]4F §

*COUGAR XR7, 2 doors, * Tarino 'Mﬂﬂtﬂﬂﬂ - Mu“unﬂ wiNICER 0N @ATAE sk fLAvIN D
completa with oir conditioning

JaftaOranges
AM/FM radio * Monarch * Granada « Maver- Potato Chips we 19°

* COMET GT 2 door, VB, power . 2 _ ; %

oo Sl o K EXTRA SPETIARL %

and many mora axiras
r

to force Feb, 1.
. Constable Larry Scott
cautioned, however, that the
increase may have been due
to more highway tralfic due
to the sunny ond windy
weather,
+ He explained what the new
Jaw means to Highwoay 401
motorists, fer example,
sawhere the speed limit is now
60.
Il and OPP officer clocks
you at 70 miles per hour and
ulls you over, your 70 m. p.
. speed will coal you a $13
fine but you won't lose an
demerit polnts. '
: And # the policeman siops
¥nu for going 75 m.p.h. on the
reewiy, the fine is $2 for

2 FORD PICKUPS

1PINTO 2 DOOR _
A 1MAVERICK 2 DOOR4y
W, 1 TORINO ELITE ¥

W |
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WE LEASE
12 to 36 MONTHS

Frozen Grade A

Over 20 Lbs.

Ont. Fancy
5 Lb. Bag
| Maclntosh

TURKEYS || APPLES

79 1 79 |

Get your Free BingoCards and full contest details from Mr.IGA

2% Bag
USED CARS _ USED CARS
and Models

UNCERTIFIED INI I I'K i
ecach mile over the Jimit CERTIHED G“LF ﬂ'"_ PRBBUBTS

which comes to $30, plus an .: k. % ; § '69 to '73 Models

additional $3 in courl costs. '76 Plates Renewed @\ including unleaded M

. As well, the maotorist Plates to be

clocked at 75 would lose three N gas

' ) ":-1". - i ] -

demerit polnts. Guaranteed removed
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Tell the advertiser
yousawhisadin,..

Thre Acton
Seee Press

* WHAT MORE CAN WE SAY — SHOP AT L & L AND SAVE 4

45 Main St., N. Acton, 853-2370 cr Brampton (416) 453-1761




