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Sabres’ cool
almost won

by Eric Elstone

What impressed me most about the Sabres
who bused the 100 miles north to Meaford Friday
for the final game of the regular season, was
their composure.

They had to win. As far as the players who
gathered at the community centre were con-
cerned, this was a must game. Charlie McCrae,
the soft spoken captain of the team, said that
Meaford and Acton were tied with 14 points each
because the Monarchs had upset fifth place
Orangeville earlier in the week. Meaford also
had a game in hand over Acton, an extra chance
to leave the Sabres at the bottom of the OHA
Juntor C Standings.

The team would be shorthanded for the
game, Coach Cralg Weldon and manager Bill
Campbell spent about an hour or so trying to
reach players by phone. Eleven of a possible 14,
the number at other games, made the trip for
what would be the third game in three nights.

Five resting

In the program list of players sold at the
Meaford arena, the Sabres were credited with 16
mern, In the game, five men on the ice plus Robin
Inscoe (in goal), whose name is spelled incor-
rectly in the program, left five skaters resting on
the bench.

These Sabres, besides the ones mentioned
elsewhere, played in the game: Steve Buchanan,
Andy Wyseman, Alf Behrens, Steve Taylor, Don
Richard and Kevin Marcoux.

As the players waited to see who else might
make the game, former Milton Flyer Dave
Chapman got his skates sharpened at the arena.

There was extra pressure on at least one
player. To say that a person’s future depends on
how well he performs for 60 minutes on two thin
steel blades is an overstatement,

College scouts

Tnere were, however college hockey scouts
at the Meaford game, Defenceman Perry Caputo
was the most visibly bothered player, but only
off the ice. He was talking about it even when the
bus stopped in Collingwood for a 1 a.m. snack on
the return trip. ‘

The men from Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York, and RPI in Schenectady in the same
state also came to see McCrae, who scored fgur

goals, and Chapman who played a solid defence

and assisted on a goal, The other Sabres and the
Monarchs were probably evaluated, too.

If there was a pep talk to the players, coach
Weldon didn't give the pitch on the ride up. The
players, instead, talked about their girl friends,
slept and played euchre,

Coach Weldon may have given the 11 players
aspiel in the dressing room prior to stepping on
the ice, but I missed it if he did. The bus we were
on and a car collided near the arena and I
stopped to take pictures. Just some paint was
scraped off. |

On the ice, the players for the most part
retained their composure, For example, when
their legs must have been feeling the previous
eight periods of play the most, in the third frame,
the Sabres did not cave in after the Monarchs
took a two goal lead. They refused to panic; they
came back.

McCrae’s second, third and fourth markers
of the night gave the team a one goal edge by the
mid-point of the third period.

Resting on the bench.

“Moochie’ Holmes, who assisted on three of |

McCrae's goals and who was often around the
Meaford net looking for a loose puck, marred his
performance by picking up late third period
penalties, The Monarchs took advantage of the
situation and were lucky to beat Inscoe whose
kicking and grabbing of pucks kept the Sabres
within distance. He handled 33 shots. The final
score was a five all draw.

On the trip south the team was quieter than
on the run north, They were, of course, tired, The
weather, flowing snow, and very bad driving
conditions may have had something to do with it.

Regardless of the tie, the Sabres are in the
playoffs, hopefully in the finals if they can get by
Alliston.

How are the Sabres and Meaford in the play-

offs? It seems to have been decided after their
last game of the regular season.

. Bracebridge beat Meaford in the Monarchs’
last seasonal game: 6-2. '

The Junior C team officials met in Barrie on
the weekend, and decided the two bottom teams
were in,

If the Sabres are able to keep their com-
posure, their cool as they did in Meaford, and
play to win with a full team, they have a good
chance to take Alliston in seven.
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SABRE STEVE TAYLOR and goalie Gary Villon watch the
puck bulge the Monarchs' net in Meaford. The second period
by Alf Behrens briefly tied the game for the visi-
tors at 2-2 Friday. In the final frame, the Sabres pulled ahead
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of the Monarchs 54 on one of Charlie McRae's four goals,
Meaford came back with its fifth goal with less than four
“minutes to play. The Sabres open their playoff action against
Alliston, there, tonight,

Sabres in playoffs tonight

The Sabres open a best of
seven game OHA playolf ser-
ies in Alliston agaoinst the
Hornels tonight.

Alliston is the top place ¢lub
in the Junior C loop. Brad-
ford, Orangeville and Mea-
ford are playing a home-and-
home round robin plus a two-
game-out-of-three series be
tween the winners of the
round robin games. bsabre
manager Bill Campbell said
the winner will play Acton in
the finals.

The playoff arrangements
were - decided between
Junior C loop teams al a
meeting Saturday in Barrie.

In the first game of the
round robin series belween
Orangeville amd BGradford,
the Blues soundly deleated
the Stone Crushers 9-2,

In the closing games of the
regular season, the Sabres
played three games in as
many nights. They returned
from Meaford early Saturday
maorning with a 55 tie from
late Friday night. Schomberg
autscored Acton H6 1h an-

. other road game, Thursday,

after the Sabres were cdged
4-3 by Bradiord bere Wednes-
day Feb. 4.
Four goals
The four goal output from
Sabre captain Charlie McRae

the .

forced the Mealord Munarchs
into 4 come {rom hehind tie
with the visilors Friday. Ap-
proximately 300 fans watched
the game.

The third period was the
key., The Sabres entered it
truiling 3-2. McRae started

the previous scering from-

Steve Taylor amd All Beh-
rens. Behrens himself soon
scored late in the secomd
frame from Andre Wyseman,

Very ecarly in the final
frame Mcealord mode it 4.2,
bagt MeBae's puthurst o7 Shreo
straight goals put the Sabres
mto a 54 |ead mud-way
through the period.

Terry "Mouchie' Hoblmes,
who figured in three of Me-
Hae's goals, took a gross mis:
conduct penally late in the
third period and Meaford tied
the score with 3.40 to play.

The Suabres pulled goalie
Hobin Inscoe, who faced 33
shotls, with 40 seconds to play,
tat failed to score with the
extra altacker,

Ausisils

Don Hichard and Dave
Chapman also recorded as-
sists in the Meaford game.

Three times theSabres took.

a one goal lead over Brad-
ford, and three times the
Blues tied the Wednesday
night game, and then the visi-

lars grabbed o one goal lead,
Just 17 seconds after lying the
gome in the second period,
“The last two goals, just sec-
onds apart, took the steam
out of them, " said Blues man-
ager Bruce Collings after the
Fame,

Upunti) the mid-point of the
second frame il Jooked as if
the Sabres would take the
mateh, but both goalies refus-
ed to allow poals after the
HEAD proant.

Penalties

Dave Chapmuan gave the
Sabres an early first period
ievd on a play started by
Charlie MceCrae. Grorge
Trenes, whe collected 16 of
the Sabres 24 penalty min-
ules, scored at the 2.59 mark
of the second frame from
Andre Wyseman and Brad
Hoelofson,

Finishing off the Sabres
scoring for the mght waos [don
Hichard from newcomer
Steve Buchanan and Perry
(Capulo,

Bradford . captain Ted
Vasey got lthe winning goal
fur the Blues after Scott Mal-
lary banged in o single and
Bill Collings fired two.

Seven power play goals
marked the penalty filled

Sabire-Cougar game Thurs-

day,

Swords setconditions
for training, players

The hockey season 5 not
fuite complete, yet the Inter-
mediate O Swords are pre-
paring for the '76-77 games

Club  president  Froed
Buchanan outlined the team s
plan for the next season in a
prepared statement

Mr. Buchanan staled that
enach [Dan Aubin s expected

tn redurn in the same role,
especially if some changes
iare e,
“ Phe tean needs three sohid
Hefence types to work with
the corps fromn this season A
patir ol cenlremen 1o comple:
maent Dale Fishier ol Hon
Shoemakoer,

Maost of all Hick Bonneltte,

First 4-town snooker

. Duckie Simon ond Cam
CGall of Milton swept the finals |
of the Tirst Acton, Giorge-
town, Milton and Oakville
(AGMO) Snooker League
doubles at the Acton Family
Billiards over the weekend.
The winners first dispateh-
ed o Georgelown. team

AlHL final
standings

W
Van's 14)
Hellers q
Lakeview !
Stalion 7
4
2

T P
2 22
J 21
< 18
3 15
0 B
2 0

Hlow Pross

|
Kensmoen 1

commpased of Hay Carrer and
Hon Currse i the semn-tinals
and then took o final win from
an Oakville pair,

I Aclon Open singles play,
Turk Sheppard walked off

with the $30 first prize after-

defeating Nate Firld in lwo
strinpght  games. Mo Fiedd
won 530,

The Sharpshooters  moyved
abead of the pack by picking
up three points for o tolal ol
23 in mixed junior Jeapue
play. - The Ticats broke 2
sceceond place tie with the
Sabres by adding two points
ter their total nntrlmwimz the
bladepeople af 18 The Pool-
shorks stayed pat with 17
points, while the Wizards ad-
vapneed to 15 and Ellon
climbed 1o the 14 point mark.

AIHL playoffs starting

who has plaved goal’ atmost
simglehandedly  for the
seasan, needs o back up.

Coach Aubin apparently
felt that few of the plavers
reached peak condition this
scason, and so dryland 1eain-
Ing may start in August. lee
Iratung would begin the fol-
lwing maonth.

Mr. Bachanan indiealed 1he
club wall apply early in the
spring to Haltan Hilks 1or jce

Lo sothiat the tesrn will not--

Bave 1o lravel oul of town for
sopme hone games as was the
case this vear.

SN Season. U longer
will players be sigped from
thiee Acton area il they biove nn
wlenlion of playing all goames
and  altending  praclices
regularly,” reads the stofe-
menl.

Out of the 13 plavers signed
for this scason, @#s few as
eight  were Jelt for some
ganes. Ten players attended
twa  gtames or less, three
played o half<doren ganies or
less and four players received
injuries which knocked them
oil for the season.

Finally Mr. Buchapan
expressed the club's appree-
jation for the support o
ricceived [rom the {ans.

Sabres capitnlized on four
power play opportunities,
with Charlie Mcltae notching
INg & pair, one trom George
Trencs and Dave Chapman
and anether from Perry
Capute and Don Richard.

Flirsigoal

Steve Buchanan got his
first goal as a Sabre on o Coy-
gar penalty in the first period.
All Behrens, who assisted on
Buchanan's goal, fellowed
swt with one when the Cou-
gars were shorl handed.

With the teams at equal
strength in the first frame,
Chapman fired one home
from George Artem. Caputo
took o play from Richard and

April meeting

Sword club president Fred
Buchanan says a general
mzeting for the clection of the
1976-77 executive will be held
In ﬂ.pril.

MceRlae to score in the second
frame.

The Schomberg offence
was led by Paul Edwards
with o pair and singles from
Bob Shropshire, Dennis
Alderman, Monty Ponton,
Doug Westover, Rick Archi-
bald and Hou Smith

NOVICE—Weston  edged
Dixie 2-1 hy scuring in the
first and third periods.

David Hargrave opencd the
scoving from Jamie Lawson
and Scott Phelan. Peler
Timmerman added the
w'mninF goal in the final
frame from Jason Stanbridee
and Steve Campbell.

shawn ‘laras set up Peter
Curiitt for Dixie’s sole
rmurker in the second period.

Heath Nerton led Brampton.
ton to a 4-1 viclory over
Guelph with a battrick.

Jim Meclsaac also scored
for Brampton from Steve
Wagner.

Sandy Waites banged in the
sole goal for the Roval City
leam.

ATOM—Ten geals were
scored in the game between
Oshuwa and 51, Kitts with
{Jshawa coming oul on top of
the seoring duel.

Chris Hasaki lead Oshawa
o the 7-3 win with a pair of
goals and one assist. Clavion
Oakley was right behind his
teammate with a goal and an
assist.

Randy Waples, Jamie
Taras, Scott MceDonauvgh and
Nicky Fryers also registered
goals on the score sheet for
(Jshawa, Kevin Krul and
Hrian Witherly picked up
pyuists.

*sul Vermuelen figured in
all three St Kitts goals, with
a poir and an assist. Chris
Stanburg olso scored, and G.
MeMeekin and B. (abbs got
pssists for-S1. Kitls.

london  goaltender Gord
Goulding sealed the door on
all scoring attempts by
Hamilion for a t-0 win.

A

Brad McPherson pulled the
trigger once for the winning
goal from Robert Allen and
Bruce Sheppard. -t

PEEWEE—Richmond
slipped by Cleveland 4-3 on
Ted Windmoller's third
period winning gonl after
David Brown scored three
canseculive times for the
winners, Fred Kappert
assisted on one of Brown's
markers.

Tom Shannon fired a geal in
cach of the first two periods
for Cleveland. Scott Page
assisted on the first and Ed
Allen on the second,

Dave Allen and Kevin
McLaren combined 1o set up
Jim Hunter’s third riod
goal to round out Clevelond's
eutput.

Rochester defented Balli-
more 4-1 hy keeplng their
opponents ufl the score slieet
for the first itwo perlods, .

Tom McDonough notched
the only marker for Balti-
more, on a play from Rob
Munro. )

Rod Whilerley set up a pair
of goals, one by Dana Turas
and the second by Tom
Briggs. John Semenec opened
the scoring for Rochester
while Mark Staley got the
second marker.

Tidewater took a 4-1 win
over Springfield.

Bil McKenzie fired "o pair
of goals, one unassisted and
one from Paul Hudson,

Brian Holmes opened the
Tidewater scoring in the first
period. Simon Ager gol the
winner from Danny Waites,

Ken Death got the - onl
reply for Springfield. '

Swords passing act, |
colors Harriston blue

The Swords seemn o have

Hen Doell putl the Swords

found a fale in the season Key  ahead 1-0 with the first of his

to win, by passing the puck,
Instead of carrving the
rubbr dise, they threw it
aroind the communily contre
Friday anid handed the
FHarriston Blues o convineing
1E-H defeat,

three goals at the 7:17 mark
of the opeming period.
Harriston looked as il they
would run away with the
game  afler scoring three
quick ones but ended the first
period trailing the Swords 4-3.

Minor atoms win, and
lose in OMHA play

The Home Hardware minor
atoms sphit their week's
OMHA action  lesing firsy 7.2
10 Orangeville, bul bouncing
batk with a 31 win over
Flmira.

Kevin Moelae put the game
on ice al the 803 mark of the
third period on a play from
Dividd Milen at 81U Jacahs
Saturday.

Acton  had  a@lready gone
ahead 20 0n a pgoal by Jerry
Herringlon  from Hyan

iil”""_"“ ilﬁl:'] JIIH] Hi!‘.‘hilﬂl
varner an the third periodd
Itichard set up Broee Canary
far a fiest period goal

Eltmara closed the gap to 2-1
on  Paul Farguhar's  third
prrssl efforl, setting the
stagge Jor Melae's poal,

Houst

Home Hardware played
host e Orangeville  las
Wednesday, Feb. 4. and the
visiiors ook the victory
heyme

The game was guite close,
with Acton lwice trailing by
one goal until early in the
second frame when
Orangevilte found the -ranpge
and lired five consecutive
goals.

Kovin McRae got the atoms
first marker from [david
MeRnighl. Jitm Richard also
banged ope in Irom Brad
Yournans.

Slephen Pratt fired a hat-
Irick for Orangeville while
Harry  Sawyer and  Hill
Hradford collected two each.

The teams each exhanged a
goal in the first four minutes
of the second frame before

Acton fired four straight
goals from which the visitors
never quite recovered,

Gary Turkosz, like Doell,
alsoearned the hattrick. Dale
Fisher got 0 pair of goals and
three assists Bill Fields nail-
ed down a goal and a pair of
nssists as did Dan Arbie,
ituss Coultrup registered a
point in  e¢ach column.
Delenceman Fred Buchanan
led in the assist department
with four, Captain Bridn
Hurley ceollected a pair and
Ted Harmer had a single.

Weber led the Harristen
marksmen with three goals,
Mock had a pair and singles
came off- the sticks of
Newman, Litt and Clunas.

The Swords still finish out
of the playoffs Intermediate C
in spiteof the victory, but the |
team has a pair of games left
o play.. Goderich is slated
lo plav here on St. Valentine's
Day, and Lucknow may ploy
host to the Swords in a make-

up game.

Zamboni zips over Acton ice
Sheehan searches for ice time

The Georgetown Memoria)
Arena’s Zamboni s shavinge
Lhe 1ce in Acton’s community
centre. The ice resurfacing
miachine's arrival in Acton is
one conseguence of the elos-
ing of Georgetown's 53-vear
old arena last week,

Phe closing ot inearena . an
John Street, has prompted a
search  for  allernative  jce
factlities, and {he transfer of
the Znmbaoni to Acton.

Acton arena mannger Har-
old Townsley picked up the
Zomboni Thursday nfter-
noon. He snid the machine
will be used on the commun-
it?' centre’s ice antil the end
of the yeor., "We wanted 1o
fry it, we never used one here
belore™, Mr. Townsley said.
~ The main reason for bring-
g the machine here is to

Van's and Hellers take a bye

The Acton Industrial Hockey League 1975-76 playoffs start
Sunday night with the two lirst place teams—Van's Welding
and Hellers—getting a bye until the winners of the first series
emerge,

Blow Press will play Lakeview ; Kensmen will play Station,

Ench team will play two games, with the squad
scoring the most gonls the winner.

Sunday night's resuis increased the point {olals for some
leams, but the standings remalned the same.

Ken's and Station settled for o five all draw. Van's skated
tu?n 9-3 yictory over Blow Press and Hellers outscored Lake

ew 5L ‘

Ken's marksmen look a first perlod three Lo one lead on

Pete Morrison's {irst of two goals and singles from Erle Stone

and Bill Coon. Statlon's Hon Schmidt fired the only first
frame marker, .

Ken's added o goal In the second perlod by Jack Gudgeon,
who also got a pair of assists and Morrison's tylng goal with

one second toplay In the game.

Other Station scorers wee Ron Mellon and John Masen,

tach with a pair of goals.

Van's Welding tripled the score on Blow Press in a 9-3 duel.
The score after 20 minutes of play was 1-1, but Van's added
four goals in (he second and third periods.

Biruce Couksley led the Van sharpshooters with a hattrick.
Ed Hillier Fuppcd Ina patr as did Andy Berry. Cyril Rees and
er

Floyd Hill
as315t depariment with two.

notched o goal each. Fred Bue

nan in the

Bren Irwin flired the Press’s [irst goal, Ken Owen the
secund and Larry Kisiner the final marker,

Heller's scoring was ¢onfined to the first and third periods,
but itwas enough to hand Lakeview a 5-2 defeat.

Jim McDonald and George McPhall each fired o first
period goal, Alan Holl, Gary Lewls and Jefi Goy put the
game away with markers in the final 20 minutes, John
Kavanngh collected two assists.

Bruce MacPherson replled twlce for Lakeview,

give  communily  centre
vinplovees an opporiunily tn
drive-a Zamboni, Mr. Town-
sley said. The ice surfacing
machine in use until now wias
attachei o the rear of o {rac-
tor and pulled over the rink.

The twa machines pecform
the same task, lowever. The
Zamband shaves the fee
little faster, Mr. Townsloy
siid.

Pat Shechan, supervisar of
recreation facilities, said

Mondny that he is looking for
approximately 40 hours of ice
time. Ina search for alterna-
tive ee surfaces, NMr. Shee-
han said he has met 100 per
cent cowperation, He said en-
quiries were made  at  the
community centre to see |f
there was any time available.

Minor hockey groups start
their games at the Gordon Al-
cott Memorial Arena at 5
aan.  Another consequence

touches figure skaters. Their
ice time may start an hour
cariier than usual, and thelr
season may be extended, My,
Shechan said. '

Mr. Shechan said the use of
open oir rinks would put a
solution to the search for al-
ternatives, no furither ahead,
You can't book open nir rinks,
because their use depends oh
the weather, Mr. Sheehbn
said. :

l'. B

Major peewees split games :

‘The major peewees travell-
ed to Collingwood Saturday
for an exhibition tornament,
and returned with a  split
resull,

The  Watlerloo-Wellingtlon
lenpue  team  irounced
Collingwood 2-1 in a morning
game, but Hespeler proved
teo much with a 6-0 win In an

"ABRADFORD BLUES player puts the armon a
Sabre during the OHA game here last Wednes-

Anar Mha T,
[ 2

afternoon match.

Brent Vickery broke a 1-1
lic on a third period goal from
Mike Monahan and Mark
Duval. An unassisted goal by
Gary Lumbers put the game
on ice for the visiting team.

Acton had taken a [irst per-
iod 10 lead on Paul Camp-
bell's goal on a play that inv-
olved Rob Vermeulen and
Mike Strong. _

Team coach Barry Inscoe
szid that Collingwood was, a
good one, and that the players
played excellently, !

Cagers
split pair

The Cagers split  with
Perdue during regular seasdn
high school basketball play
Thursday

The midget squad edged
the visitors 50-49 {n the [irst
game, bul the juniors went
Alaisin ba ap 0] DA f:!nfr.n‘_ "




