fAverage tax bill may go up $112\
possible 15 mill education hike |

provincial grants alone will cause o 17 per
cent mill rate increase.

“The members of the board consider
that such anincrease (14 or 15 mills} would
be unacceptable to the ratepayers of
Halton and steps will have to be taken to
contain the inerease within a responsible
ampunt,” Lawson declared.

The Milion trustee said the finance
committee will “carefully scrutinize every
aspect”” of the Halton educatlon operation
so the mill rate increase can be kept as low
us possible.

“It would be the hope and the intention of
the committee to minimize, as much as
possible, the impact of the censtraints on
the pupils,” Lawson said.

He warned every facet of the board's
eperations will face constraints of some
degree this year,

Reviewing the board's financial opera-
tions in the past Lawson noted education in

The average tax bill in Halton Hills could
rise as much as $112 this vear and Milton
ratepayers may be foreed to fork over $75
more to pay flor education in Halton.

Chairman of the Halton Board of
Edueation finance committee Trustee Bill
Lawson warned Thursday if all programs
and services are maintained this year the
mlll rate could go up 36 to 38 per cent or 14
and 15 mills, ;

The cost of each mill is based on an aver-
age assessment in Halton Hilis of $7.500.
and $5,000 in Milton.

Lawson said the cost of educating each
student in Halton will probably go up ap-
proximately 17 or 18 per cent this year due
to inflation, if all existing programs are
maintained.

He said 6.5 mills of the possible 14 or 15
mill increase will be due to a three per cent
reduction of provincial prant support o
Halton. Lawson added the reduction in

Halton has always been provided within
provineial ceillngs.

The chairman of linance committee sald
the board has been providing a *‘good,
sound education system' since it was
formed in 1969 and despite cost per pupil
increnses of 65 per cent over the last seven
years it has been able to reduce the overall
mill rate nine per cent. Lawson admitted

In its letter lo the province the board-
noted it has always operated within ceiling
limits and when it was formed In 1969 il
was encouraged by Queen's Park to
develop new programs with the promise of
gradually increased grants.

Board chairman Judy Alexander g :
warned in the letter an increase of 36 or 38 —
one of the reasons education mill rates per cent in taxes "would be unacceptable ' *i?
have been reduced desplte inflation is the lo the ratépayers in the region.” y :Ln""
support payments by Queen’'s Park have
risen from 43 per cent to 60 per cenl.

In a letter to Premier Willinm Davis,
Education Minister Thomas Wells,
members of ceulnet and MPPs, the beard
outlined the possibility of 36 to 38 per cent
mill rates in Hallon and wondered if they
will face the same sort of provincial sup-
port reduction in 1977 or il the grants from
Queen's Park will he even further reduced
next year.

“*Would it not have been more prudent on
the part of the government, if such a
change is necessary, that the change could
have been phased over a peried of time
and thus given the board more lead time to
adjust the situation and thus lessen the im-
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ST. JOHN AMBULANCE first aid instructor Blair Beemer, (right)
demonstrates to his night school class how toapply a bandage to a wound
pact on the pupils?” Mrs. Alexander asked without the proper materials. Bill Lee gets a first hand view of the
the province, referring to the cut back in method as “viclim"’, The course is at the high school on Monday even:

grants. ) ings. ;
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TRAFFIC WAS HALTED IN both directions

following a car-truck collision on Highway 7 just .

west of Crewson’s Corners Thursday. Francis
Foley of Queen Street remains in hospital in

satisfactory condition. Mr.

Foley was a

Car-truck collision
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Seek business levy

for downtown parking

ssenger in the car. Gasoline from the truck’s
?1?&1 tank had to be washed from the road by the
Acton Fire Department.- Damage to the two
vehicles is estimated at $1,900.

Resident kept In hospital

Francis Foley, 4, of Queéen
Street East remains in hos-
pital in satisfactory condition
with a broken right leg
following & car-truck collision
just west of Crewson’'s Carn-
ersnn Highway 7 Thursday at
2 p.m.

Me. Faley's 16-vear ol son
Derrick, wtm was driving the

car, received cuts and bruises
and was released alter treat-
ment. A truck passenger,
Fric Lavers, 19, of Toronto
received a back injury.

All three were taken to
Guelph General Hospital by
ambulance.

The truck driver, Jocinto
Arruda, 18, of Brampton c¢s-

caped injury. The front-end
and motor of the car were
damaged and the truck's gas
tank ruptured, spewing 1buel
onto the kighway,

Hoseroad:

Acton firefighters were
called to hose down the road.
Tralfic in both directions was
stopped for a time.

The truck was f{ellowing
castbound traffic when it

cveered into the westhound

land and the two vehicles
collided, police say.

Total damage lo both ve-
hicles is estimated al $1,1X),
Charges are pending.

Separate School seeks
shared accommodation

Discussions will he held 1o
discuss the possibility of
Halton Separate School
Board sharing pupil accom-
madation in Acton for ust as a
separate schoa, here.

Dr. Leno Braida, chairman
of the Hallon Eﬂgxnram Schonl
hoard, wrote Hallon school
hoard concerning his board's
consideration of a separale
gchool in Acton. :

Direclor of education Em
l.avender read parts of his
letter at the board meetin
last Thursday. It was agreec

that chairman .Judy Alex-

ander and vice-chairman Bill -

Herd will meet with Dr.
Braida for exploratory dis-
CUSSIONS.
Dr Braida told the county
hoard; ;
Letler

“The Property and Plan-

ning Committee of the Halton
Separate Schoel Board has
heen considering the esla-
blishment of the Hoard's [irst
aeparate school in the Town
af Acton. The separate school
bhoard is awore, however, that

Treats northern residents

Guelph hospita

A special report is bein
rnpnll'ﬂ: on the use of ll'imriiicl
ospitals by Halten residents,

followlng recelpt of o letter to
regional chairman Allan
Masson from Guelph mayor
N. W. Jary uskinE the region
to consider contributing to the
financing of Guelph
Hospltal.

. In his leiter Mayor Jary
points out that 10.9 per cent of
the total palicnt days ot
Guelph General Hospital and
1.0 per cent of the total pat-
ient days at 8t. Joseph's Hos-
pital are used by Halten resi-

eneral

-

dents.
He said the usage at the
General iz signllicant "'con-

sidering that our servicing of

lhe General Hna{:im: ebt
costa approximately $125,000

per yeafr.”

Asks appointment

“Extensive usage by the
residents of the Reglon and
former County of Halton has
been a continuing pattern
over the years. Some years
we made provision by a

. ﬂﬁg
change in the special Act for

the Hospital, for !hﬂCﬂugliynl
‘Halton to be represented on

the Ministry of Education’s
current program of restraint
in the area of capltal expen-
diture makes an immediale
huildinrﬁ rogram impossible,

“To this end, a motion was
passed at the December reg-
ular meeting of the Board
that a Lialson Commitiee
conslsting of the chalrman of
the Board, members of the
Property and Planning
Committee and Administra-
tion be established, and that
the Llaison Committee ini-
tiate exploratory discusslons

the Hospital Boord. However,
the County did not appoint a
representative. There s still
provislon for such repre-
sentatlon to our Board,"”
Mf}llvor Jary wrote.

e asked thaf the reglon
conalder a contribution to the
hospital debt charges and an
appointment to-the board,

en_the matter came be-

fore Halton's administration

committee It was flied with-

out any sertous consideratlon

or diﬂﬂﬂlﬂlﬂnﬁlu S kg
Bul when ma ca

bafore Council Wednesday,

with the Beard of Education
re the possibility of ‘sharing’
Fupi! accommodalion for an
nterim period in the town of
Acton.

““The conceplt of ‘sharing’
accommaodation has been a
sensitive and difficull issue in
certain arcas of the province
but because of the good rela-
tionship that exists between

our boards, T feel that this

matler can be discussed in an

open and amicable manner.”

Dr. L. Braida,
Chairman

Acton aren representative
Pat McKenzle sald the letter
should be referred back to the
Adminlatration
with a staff re
the effect the declslon woul

have on the 10,000 residents

who use that hoapital,
Lose privileges?

McKenzie said it had been

intimated that Acton doctors
could lose the privileges lo
‘atdmit patients an

galtl that was one area where
be wanted clarified.

Comunlttee
ri anat:;nlnﬁ

use
facillties at the hospital, He

Paul Nielsen and Louis
Charlebols, representing
Acion Chamber of Com-
merce, told Halton ifills

- works commitice Monday

they will ask downlown
husinessmen to allow a
special mill rate levy 1o help
finance the development of
gdowntawn parking.

Mr. Nielsen told the com-
miltec at a recent Chamber of
Commerce meeling the con-
sensus of opinion among
Acton businessmen  was “twe

jusi can’t attord te lose any
more parking SPMS,
Customers antd merchants
nre all saying we don’t have
enough parking now."

He noted the husinessmen
can  understand why they

bave lost parking spots
recently on Willow  Street,
John Street sind S1. Alban's
Drive but “as Acton grows
the parking problem will
become worse. We are at the
crunch now.” Mr. Nielsen
noled the merchants have lost

A2 parking spats an the past
year,

- yeed 50

M. Nielsen explained thal
repardless of what the town
does in the wavy of recon:
struction of Mill Street 2
mimmuin of 50 additional
packing spots is needed in
downlown Acton.

He sald he and Mr. Charle-
bois will he going to the
downtown businessmen  and
asking them to agree to a mill

Tenants flee hotel

during 1:30 a.m. blaze

Tenants of the Dominion
Hotel had to bhe evacuated
during an early morning
blaze Saturdoy, and the
premises closed for the rest of
the day.

Fire of unknown origin
broke oul at 1.30 a.m. in a
locked third-floor storage
room, aceording 1o Acton fire
chief Mick Holmes. Exten
sive damage resulted.

Fliames spread into the hall
and one  bedroom  as
firelighters fought to keep the
fire under control, the chiel
said. The sccond and third
storeys received extensive
smoke damage as it hillowed

* threughout the corridors and

raoms. The entire structure
received water damage. Mr.
Holmes said water got into
the walls and poured down
the rear of the hotel, into the
kitchen and other rooms.
Rescue tenants

Aclon volunteer fire-
fighters and police led or car-
ried tepants out of the bur-
ning building. Some spent the
remainder of the night with
{riends or relotives, while
others waitled three or four
haurs before being oble Lo
return to their rooms, the fire
chlef sald. The building's lire
alerm syslem had awakened
most of the people.

The hote) was closed all day
and night Saturday under the
arders of the fire chief. He
explained he bad to do this
hecause of the water damage
and to give him a chance 1o

Adminlstration committee
chairman David Coons and
committee member
Anderson sald the request
couldn't be considered
because the facliity was not in
the reglon.

They argued that consent to
such o request would open the
door for simllar requests
from Hamilton, Toronle,
Misslszsaugn and all muniei-

palities slopg Halton's bor-
ders which would admit
Halton peonle,

Counciller McKenzie Mon-

Mac.

check the ceilings as possible
safety hazards, b
Two fire trucks were an the
scene within minutes of the
alarm sounding, in spite of
the late hour. Almost every

Baron
hearing
Friday

This Friday Horst Haron
will appear in provincial
court in Milton for his prelim-
inary hearing on three
charges of altempled mur-
der. He appeared in court last
Fridny but the case was ad-
journed until this Friday.

The Crown Attorney Jim
Treleaven intends to prose-
cute the case himsell. The
tirial is expected to bhegin
about the end of March.

Baron was charged October
27 with three counts of at-
templed murder. Victims
were hils wife Hilda, 50, and a
man and his son who boorded
at the Baron farm just east of
Acton, Gus Mayer, 49, and
Wayne, nine. All three were
shot in the chest with a .38
cnlibre revolver, for which
Raron had a permit,

All three have
recovered,

Baron has been in custody
in the provincial Jail at Milten
‘ot the past three months.

sinee

-

day arranged a meeting of
the town's doctors. Another
meeting will be held soon.
All Acton doctors are on
staft at both Guelph General
and St. Joseph's—Dr. Moaore,
Dr. van der Bent, Dr. McWill-
tam, Dr. Pun, Dr. Hutchlson,
Dr. Wilson ard Dr. Vukovich.

Dr. Ralchura left at the first

of the I:,'ear and 18 now In

Bramales.) All regularly

have their patients admitted
there. : .
Not geograpgnic

Guel cneral Hoapital

Administrator Me, Whitworth

man responded to the call,
M. Halmes saad, with o few
slaving at the fire hall 1o refill
the Seott air packs which
were in constant use due to
the smoke.

The snow-cavered [lire
hydrant  was  not used,
Enstead, the water in the fire
trucks’ holding-tanks put out
the Blazoe.

xr. Holmes could notl give a
damage estimate, although
he did say the damage was
extensive throughout the
entire huilding,

A clean-up crew  started
work on Sunday morning in
arder 1o hring the bhuilding
back to normal. Meanwhile,
business was usual by the
heginning of the week

Column
begins

Regional  councillor  Pal
MeKenzie today joins Lhe
ranks of Members of Parlia-
ment in providiog for his con-
stituents a  column of in-
formation and comment.
Sifling on both region and
area couneils, Mr. McKenzie
is aware of what is going on af
bhaoth levels of povernment.

He ' he writing his column
wl intervals and hopes Lo
make regional living a little
easier 1o understand for the
people of this district.

| wants contribution from Halton

told this newspaper the
hospital could not reject
admissions from patients ont A

cographic basis. He said the

papital bonrd does have the
pewer to grant rights and
priviteges to doctors, bul he
said they could not be with-
drawn on n geographic basls.

Councillor Jim Watson of
Miiton noted that most people
north of 20 Sideroad and west
of the, Third Line in
Esquesing would use the

Guelph facilities,
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rale increase on commercial
and business assessment 1o
“caver the cost of acquiring
properties for off street
parking."”

“Wu!.l:mpe a greater number
nf merchants agree to this
and then we will come back to
the town and ask for a mill
rate increase of about three
mills. This would raise anbout
$22,500 a year and we intend
toouse this to back up a loan to
buy property downtown for
off street parking,” he ex-
platoed.

Mr. Nielsen said if a
majority consensus of opinion
can be reached with the
downtown businessmen then
they will ask the town to pass
a hy-law allowing the special
taxalion.

1l¢ predicted merchants
will be receptive to the idea

"and thought he could have an

answer back to the lown in o
week. ;

Mr. Nielsen explaingd the
initial approach to the
parking problem s being
made 1[|.;-I‘ﬂll.|‘.',h the Chamher of
Commerce but the accumu-

|

lation of funds and adminis-
tration of the off sireet
arking plan will be in the
Enndﬁ nlp the Halton Hills
Parking Authority.

Two hours

He said the merchants
support the idea of a two hour
parking limit in downlown
Acton. i

Mr, Nielsen admitted this
plan won't solve all the
problems '‘but off strcet
parking would make the
situation more palatable.”

He showed committee
members aerial photos of
downiown Acten indicating
the building which could be
demolishe for parkinﬁ
spaces along with a yar
hehind a building which ¢ould
he acquired for more parking
spols.

Mr. Nielsen noted mer-
chants have been trying for 15
years to duplicate in Acton
the development of off street
parking which took place in
Georgetown but have failed
because people want Lo hang
onto their land. He said he

(Continued on page 3}

SIX FOOT one inch tall David Swetman stands

beside a huge column of ice which, until the
recent-mild spell, stood between his store and the
Bank of Montreal on Mill Street. The ice formed

- from a constant trickle of water escaping from

between the store's roof and a thick crust .of ice.




