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street signs

‘for Acton

Alluminated

L
Halton Hills works commit-
tee decided Monday to pro-
ceed with the installation of
iluminated street signs In
Acton. -
These signs will also be re-
tained in Georgetown,

Halton Hills works commit-
tee decided Monday to keep
the signs in Georgeltown oand
move ahead with the instal
lation of tlluminated street
signs ln Acton,

Laslt summer the commit-
tee decided to hold off on put-
ting up illuminated signs in
Acton until costs due to
vandalism could be assessed
at the end of the vear,

Engineer Rober! Austin in-
formed the committee there

is n falr amount of main-
tenance for (he signs. Last
year the town spent $5,300 on
repairing broken street signs
in Georgetown. The works
department had only bud-

seted $3,500 for repuirs (o
amaged signs.

Austin noted a  few illu-
minated streetl signs  have
been erected in new Acton
subdivisions and the money
came oul of subdivislon
agreements.

“We have to-decide il we
wili continue with the illu-
minated signs or phase them
out and po back to the flat
metal’ plates which are five
fimes cheaper,” Austin ex-
plained. et

The engineer informed the

committee some of the {Hu-

~minated signs are never

touched in Georgetown while
others nre emashed two or
three times each year,

Pn[nﬂng out the bright side
of things Austin reminded the
committee that while main-
tenande costs were 31,800
over budget, $4,100 was saved
bhecause no new signs were
purchased for Acton,

“They are a great asset to
the town and [ think they
should be kept. It breaks your
heart to sce them broken ond
dangling there but T would
stilt hate to see them gban-
tdoned,” Councillor Ern Hyde
sulrj;

Councillor Dick Howitt
noted the signs are only o

small part of the works bud-
get and the advantages of the
more attractive signs far
exceed the malintenance
cosls.

Austin sald ﬁienﬂrﬂily only
the plastic portion of the sign
is broken and the biggest
problemn is the broken ones
looking unsightly until they
are fixed. The yellow
{llum|nated plastic portlon of
the signs cost $11.70 to
replace. An entire sign costs
$135 to replace. '

The commiltee decided to
try and use the yellow signs
exclusively because they are
cheaper than the white 1llu-
minated signs.
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Halton Hills might go on 2
sireet naming binge some-
time this year so references
to Georgetown and Acton
could be eliminated.

At Halton Hills works com-
mittee Monday, engincer
Rohert Austin sugpested
changing some street names
5o the 1own can quitl referring
to the two towns.
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removal

Haltaon lillls is experlencing

the roughest winter in the

town's three vear history,

By the end of snow removal
operations, Monday.
Engineer Rohert Austin says
town works staff has cleared
away as much suow so far
this winter as they dld all 1ast
vear, There [s no question the
winter of 7576 will he 2
record breaklng ane for the
young fown since more Snow
Is expected to (all

Austin revealed the tacts at
Halton IHis works com-
mittee’'s  Monday night
meeting.

The entire committee
commended the works staff
for the line snow removal job
they are doing this vear.
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Warks enmmiitter bantered
the idea about bhut decided it
was too big a job to undertake
At this time and 11 will come
g at o future m::rtini;.

Councillor Frn Hyde said
there are al least 5 streets in
Georeetown and Acton which
have the same name  and
there are even some duph-
cated  names o Glen

el ]

X,
K
Williams.

All of the sideroads and
lines in the rural area would
alsn he piven namoes.

The committee thought il
might not be such o tough job
in Esquesing bul renaming
streets in the two towns aml
hamlets would be a more
dilficult chore. Numbering of
houses an rural roads could

Store replaces
old Mill house

An ol boarded-up house on
Milk St hetween Fellows and
Eastern will be torn down and
replaced by u store, and the
Force Electrie building in the
rear renovated, f  Halton
f1ills council endorses a
planning board recom-
mendalion. The purchaser of
the land. John Kovacevie,
asked  planning board
Tuesday tn rerpone the front
portion from industrinl to
caommercial th accommundate
the store, :

Planner Mario Venditti
favared the proposal saying
the rest of the area was com-
mercial and industrial.
Councillor Joe Hurst moved
the plan be approved in
principle. Councillor Les
Duby said he supported the
proposal claiming it solved a
number of problems. *'It
Femoves an  eyesore, gives
mare parking, enhances the

{, ;

NEW MINISTER of Trinity United church the
Rev. Charles Beaton is welcomed to town by the
‘‘dean’ of clergy here, the Rev. A. H. McKenzie
Sunday evening. At the left are the Rev. Don

building and improves the
Mill and Eastern corner.”
(Councillor Ernie Sykes
noted there are two apart
ments ahove the new store
and asked if they are per-
missible in  Acton. The
planner said they are legal in
Acton hul not in Georgetown
according to the individual
official plans. Mr. Syvkes
replied the regulations should
he the same in the two urban
areas. Planning  board
unanimously approved  the
lun in principle subject to a
avarable report from the
planner, _ :
After the meeting coun-
cillor Hurst explained the
Foree Electric plant was huill
for Hewetson Shoes around
1920, He rccalled o heavy
wind storm lifting the roof
from the almuost-completed
huilding and dropping it on
the train tracks. II;UTEI said
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b hard 1o do too, the coun
cillors predhceted

CF the top of their heads
the counvillors vould think of
several duplications in the
wrhan  aeeas g hamiots,
incheding Maon, Al Guelph,
(‘hurch, John and Queen
sireets

Austin sand he fiest came up
avith the wlea last vear but the
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this week,
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‘No delay for
h. s. addition

The addition to Acton high school will proceed as
planned, school board trustee Tom Walson was able to report

Tenders will be called in February on schedule for the
new school off Churchill Rd. N,

The Department of Education informed the school board
the project will not be delayed

The board had expressed concern at their meeting
Thursday, Dec. 17, thot stringent new government guidelines
might delay the construction of the new school here.

Mr. Watson, who had pressed at school board mectings
for a new school in Acton, was happy to learn there will be no
delay. He had presented Aclon's case before the board,
pointing out lack of room and [acilities available in other
cenires, As a result, the board's list of priorities was

changed.

committee never had o
chance to take action,

The late Councillor Len
Coxe, who was & member of
the works committee, had ad-
vocated giving the rural
roads names rather than con-
tinue to designate them by
numbers.

There are 8 number of
examples in the rural areas

where a road will have
several designations. The
confusion over Trafalgar
Road, Halton Road Three and
Seventh Line is a good
example.

The topic will come up an a
works committee - agenda
some lime in the [uture when
the committece has a small
amoun! of business,
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LYNN MARGETTS PUSHES OFF FOR THE START of the junior girls’

stmetre back stroke during the Tri-School Meet at the Acton

pool Thurs-

day. Miss Margetts finished second in the event with a time of 46.5. She
also was a member of the junior girls’ team with Linda Shadbolt, Anne
Charlebois and Karen Chapman which won the junior 200 metre free

style relay.

he'll never forget it becpuse
his wapon was smashed as he
wis dehivering papers.

- gut of their driveways.

Stiles of Georgetown and Ballinafad churches
who preached the induction sermon and the Rev.
Anna Tayler of the Orton charge, who conducted

the service.

changed

Parking restricted
on St. Alban’s Dr.

IHalton Hills works com-
mittee decided Monday to
ban parking on the south side
of 5t. Alhan's Drive in res-
ponse to requests from
residents, ;

Parking has been o
problem on the street for
some time with people who
work in downtown Aclon
parking there all day.

Councillor Joe Hurst told
the commitiee the parking
situation is so bad it 1s im-
possible for resldents to hnﬁk

¢
added it is difficult lor two

Pouliry

A differenl way of coping
with the number of ducks
winterlng on Falry Loke is
being tried this year. Faclll-
tics superintendent AIf Duby
and some of the town men
have captured the remainder
of the swans and many of the
ducks and given them special
motel accommaodation for the
winler,

The poultry bullding in the

vk, which housed the best

irds of the fall foir, {3 now
the winter home away from
home for the birds.

Straw covers the floor ond
large arcas have been closed
off for the blrds. Here thev
will be fed and walered
regularly and the straw
as often as
necessary.

Inbarn

The f[irat swans to be

captured ond some of the

cars lo poss on Llhe street
when cars are parked on both
sides.

Mr. Hurst would also like to
see two hour parking restric-
tions on Willow and John
Streets because they are also
jammed with parked cars.

Both the engineer and
police will be consulted aboul
¢learing up the Qurking prob-
lems on Acton’s downtown
slde streels.

The problems on both
Willow and John Streets will
be discussed ot the next
works commitlee meeling.

shed home for

ducks were token away o
couple of weeks ogo and are
boarders at Fred Kentner's
barn lor the season.

There had been concern
among bird lovers that the
swans would soon be frozen
in, and 'the lost three were

icked up and housed jusl

efore they were trap in
the lce.

There is still open water on
the pond for the ducks near
the Itry bullding, where
Alf Dby expects the melting
lce from the arena pours out
and keep the {ce Irom far-
ming. There Is no bubbler
installed yet.

Atdam ;

Some of the ducks nol
captured nre over at the dam,
where the water I3 kept open
all winter by Beardmore who
draw it from arn intake pipe
for use in the plont. '

MISS GEORGINA McGILL, at 93, is one of the
oldest residents to be transferred to the new Hal-
ton Hills Rest Home from the fire<damaged
Meadowcroft Place in Guelph. Seven of the 51
residents who had to be evacuated found refuge
in the newly-opened rest home in the former Le-
gion building on Main Street. The Halton Hills
Rest Home, slated to open early in February,
was pressed into service during the emergency.
There were no fatalities in the fire which swept

- through the Guelph building Tuesday, January 6.

. Christmas _
--: mail down

40 per cent

Yolume of Christmas mail
at Acton post office was down
about 40 per cent this year,
postmaster Gord MeKeown
told The Free Press this
woek. This was the sum 1otal
of all mail, excluding parcels,
Christmas cards were nol
lallied separately.

There was very little
change in the number of

arcels mailed and delivered,

OWEVET.

For the first time ever, no
extro help was hired to join
the regular staff during the
Christmas rush, Overtime
work Tor employees was a

art of their postal contract,

Ir. MeKeown explained.
However, "had we notl been
able {o hundle it within the
pvertime regulations, we
would have had extra help.”
he explained.

Hﬂt?l Georgetlown
Milton post offices had extra
help. -

The peak day for mailing

The birds now indoors were
easily capturcd in the big
wire trap, Mr. Duby said.

Of course there’s no heat in
the new motel, but it will be
warmer than vutdoors on the
jce nnd frozen ground.

last yeor the ducks knrt
indoors emerged in the early
spring seemingly happy and
henlthy.

Keeping the ducks in the
youltry building as well as the

entner barn will hapefully

cut awny down on the npum- -

nd. Last year
the incrensing number of
ducks caused problems,
Beardmore expressed a con-
cern over the quality of water
coming into their pipe at the
dam, due to so many hirds
clustered overhead.

And open water {s always 0
deep concern for parents of
young children.

bers on the

and .

was Dec. 17, the dale ad-
vertised as the deadline for
local delivery.

January volume of mail is
about average. Joanuary is
usually o heavy month, Mr.
MeReown savs, because of
Christrnas bills and lots of
advertising,

Some Christmas mail s
still  dribbling in  from
overseas. An cmbargo was
placed on overseas mail when
the 40-day pastal strike
began. Sea mail which would
he docked at Halifax or Mon-
treal is still bemng delivered.

Quiet week

Acton police force report
an” extremely  quict  week.
There were o few domoestic
complitints and drinking
incidents, but little else.

Minor aceidents  were
hlamed on iee and snowy road
conditions. .

rowl i

Superintendent  Alf Dubhy
ngreed there is always worry
associated with open waler
during the winter. Skaters,
snowmabilers, walkers and
those feeding the birds are atl
out on the ice surface during
the winier.

“1 like to feed the ducks
myself.' says Mr. Duby, *'but
I hate to hear the siren
saund.”’ '

If the birds remnin, he
thinks a proper fence would
have to be built extending out
into the water,

The birds are an it
tractive nulsance,” he saf's.
(Others have bluntly called
them *‘freeloaders™).

Councl] agreed a few weeks
ago that the birds should be
looked after and fed
proepertly. Councillor Les
Duby insists a proper selution
must be found.

Another
INncrease

Hydro hills will see another
increase in the near future,
bt the exaet amount 5 not
vol known, :

It was revealed at Thurs-
ilay evening's Acton Hydro
Electric Commission meeti
that Ontarie Hydro have
riised their rates almost 22
wr vent on their bill to the
ocal hydro company as of
January ' They had met
belfore the Energy Board
eitrtier and received approval
[or the hike,

Commissioner Ted  Tyler
Sr. teld the rest of the group
that in order o compensate
for the provineial hike, there
wotld have to be o local one.

The Acton Commission
have made an application o
Untario  Hydroe to request
approval to raise their rates.
I will not be known how
much of an increase they will
receive until  the puditors
check their financial siteation
al the end of the month, ac-
cording to office manager
Audrev Urquhart.

Snow cuts
power

Ileavy accumulations of
snow  on  grounding wires
robbed some rvesldents of
Zramosa and Esquesing of
power for periods as long as
three hours Wednesday
miorning, an Ontarle Hydro
officinl says. - ;

Bob Baird, of the Guelph
Hydro oflice, sald power was
restored al approximately 8
a.m. Three trucks and all
available men worked on the
carly morning breakdowns,
he said.

winter

There have ~en  differ-
ences of opinim, 1a feeding
the ducks here. So..2 sald the
hirds had become *ame and
would migrate;: o =s felt
they would move along if they
got hungry enough.

When the park was first
envisioned as o bird sanc-
tuary, there was r* concepl
that so —=av birds would
decide to vul Falry Lake
“home™'. _

Mr. Duby points out there
are only another 15 weeks of
winter hefore the lake s open
again and the deoars will be
opencd to let the ducks and
swans oul. .

The town men have also
had a surprise visit from the
R.C.M.P., making sure they
have a trapplng license, After
explanations, the Mountles
maoved on,

More stories on Paga 3.




