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by Wendy Thomson

Before 1start sorting through all the little notes 1 made
since moving here, I guess it should be mp]nineﬁ 'FEIE:ET.I}'
where Buck Creek is, as it's a community so tiny it isn't on

many maps.

About 70 miles cast of Edmenten and a little south on a
map are Breton and Drayton Valley. Where the road going
straight west from Brelon intersects o road coming soulh
from close to Drayton Valley is an old gas stalion and a gern-
eral slore. That is Buck Creek, and we're two miles east of
that corner on the Breton roqud,

Roads are laid out in the
same north-south / east-wesl
pattern as they are back in
Ontario, but here they have
no names or numbers (and no
signs).” Everything is just
“The second road to the right

s{ the little bridge—not the,

ig one, but the little one” or
""The road you're at when you
first cateh sight of the double-
wide with the blue shutters'.
It's rather confusing. The
first time Gord and I went to
Edmonton and came home
- late, we couldn’t find our way
back!
And one day 1 decided to

drive around what [ figured .

would be the equivalent of a
concession and ended up go
ing 32 miles! Many roads are

tinby oil companies just as
ar as their wells. There's no
telling which roads will go
through and which will end
after branching out to several
wells.

Noles
~ Notes written the first week
+ we were here: Hunting and
fishing seem to be a way of
life here. | guess it [ills the
freezer far more cheaply than
anything else. It's rather in-
triguing tosit and listen to the
talk of bhunting muskrat.
“When I go, I don't pack a
lunch” said one old guy.
“Just take bread and salt.
catch a muskrat, and roast
the hind legs over a fire back
in the swamp, one for me and
one for the dog. Real tasty.™

Out the back of the house
sits an old refrigerator.-which
I thought a real eyesore. But |
see now it's used as a smoke-
house for {ish. There was a
real smokehouse here belore,
we were told, but first the
meat caught [ire then the
house itself caught fire and
that was the end of that.

For lunch ene day, we wenl
into o local restaurant and
had some of the best fish ard
chips I'd ever eaten. The fish
was fabulous! [ learned after,
that it was catfish.

And a neighbour sent over a
fresh caught salmon one day.
Who could ask for a nicer
snack!

Backyvord elk

The hounds think this is
great country too, and have
started running coyote. How-
ever, after they took a trial
run after a mule deer and elk,
we decided to keep them tied.
I kind of like the idea of hav-
irg elk in the back yard.

November
November 9; A month ago,
we spent our last night in Ac-
ton. | remember lying there
listening to the noises of the
house—or lack of noises, |

should say. With everything
electrical sold, there was si-
lence like there hadn't been
for 16 years, since we moved
in with no hydro.

I can't say that about our
first days here. The ten cal-
ves had to be weaned, and
once separated [rom their
mamas, they bawled endless-
ly. The mamas commiserat-
¢d from their side of the
fence, and the rest of the
catile moaned along {oo.

Off in the bush, the coyotes'

ronounced “'ky-yoot™, 1
earned) songs quavered and

hung in the frosty air. Chur .

three hounds sent oul answer-
ing messages of threat and
furstration from inside the
old log cabin.

Sign in the Agriculture of-
fice: “EAT CANADIAN
LAMB''. 10000 COYOTES
CAN'T BE WRONG."

Ferret hite

Minnie-the-ferret hit me to-
day—not a playful nip either,
but a definite keep-your-

grubby-hands-out-ol-my- .

wogdchips bite.

The previous owner had
had mink or something here,
and there's dozens of differ.
ent fypes and sizes of cages
piled around. He was so laken
with Minnie that he gave her
a four-storey cage with con-
necting runway.

To accommodate a ferret’s
whims, we laid it down on s
side and Min now has more of
a motel sc-bur than hotel,
From the “hallway”™ she can
go into a room packed to the
top with straw, one half-full of
wood chips, the third stuffed
with wild prasses and the
fourth was just hiﬁ enough to
held her bax with ever-pre-
sent- work sock for sleeping.

Tht day after Min was put
inthere, I went out to see how
she was enjoying il. She was
slill ecstatic, rushing from
room to room, tunnelling in
the straw, bhurrowing deep in
the wood shaving and just
generally having, a  grand
hime, o .

Opening the lid to the shav-
ings section, [ reached in to
fluff them up a bit, Just then
Min came tearing down the
hall, reached in the door and

bit me!

There was no misinking
that *'get est!” and 1 gol!
Luckily she pot the back of
my hand where (hig as ber
mouth is) she couldn't get a
mouthful but left o four [ang
furrow across my hand.

Last little note I can find
written in Oclober was
"Looked out the window and
saw Gord going by on stills.
The Alberta air must be good
for him."
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Christmas meeting
for Greenock W.I.

The Greenock Women's [n-
stitute held their Christmos
meeting Dec. 11 at the home
of Mrs. Gordon Johnston.
Mrs. R. Sinclair, the presi-
dent, opened the meeting with
a Christmas reading, the ode
and Mary Stewart Collect
The roll call was *“To name a
Christmas cargl and all join
in singing one verse.”

Mrs. J. McCullock gave de-
finitions of the carols and

read o poem, “How Mrs. S.
saved Christmas”. Mrs, C.

Binnie gave the meditation.

Mrs. Ed Archibald and
Mrs. J, McCullowk, conveners
nf the program, conducted a
contesl on Christmas carols
and a candy contest,

An exchange of gifts, some-
thing you had made, brought
the meeling 10 a close,

Lunch was served by the

Everubody has a car.

hostess, Mrs, E. Patlerson
and Elva Pearen. Courlesy
convener wis Ars. C. Binme.

32 Sideroad

Number 32 Sideroad was
dosignated a thraugh high-
way by Hallon Hills council,
Maondoy night.

Qith whieh he travels near and fax

Qﬂthd ﬂﬂlﬂ: Di, money you thwest,

Qo qiue yowr cax the very best!

Don't et youn car qet dim and choddy
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"Baing qous probleme to “us!”
Main St. S and Agnes St. © 853-1870

Coyote tracks barely visible

Photos by Wendy Thomson
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Uncover history

with note in bottle "11@

While taking out some win-
dows of his 36 Scene St home,
Rert Hofstede and helpers in-
ndverlently stumbled upon a
bit of history,

inside the window frame
was o smnall bottle, six and o
half inches high, with a plece

of paper glnce:i inside it. The -

hollle had o greenish tinge 1o
it, and had ESS Camp Coflce
and Chicory impressed on ome
side, Paterson’s and Glasgow
on anather two sides, with the
fourth side Tree of words.

The note inside was written
on o small, bedraggled, yel
lowed pivee of paper. Some
sorl of oil had been smeared
over i, perhaps inan attempl
o preserve it.

{entents
Writlen in pencil and  in
barely  egible  handwriting,
the nole said, *“This  house
wits Built io the year 1811 by

Jfree Press

Aiss Vera Morrow, Winni-
111.1:. Mamiaba, visited DMrs
), Cripps and family.

1. .i.- h-

Mrs., Dwight Haven of
Comber visited here with her
sister, ars. 10 Elliott, Mr,

Edliolt and family,
=
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Mreo and Mrs, Jack Maine
prize, David and Janet of
Menlrenl  visited over  the
holidays wilh Mr. and Mes.
Harry  Mainprize and  Hill
Mainprize. Jack is home for &
heliday from Brazik where he
s been supervising $he
inslallation of turbines at o
new ¢lam.

} ! +

Mrs. Jenny I Lambe o
Guelph vistted  the  Jamaes
' Rourkes and family during
the Christimas holidays,

4 } b

Christmas  day  guesls of
Mr. and  Mrs. Gordon
Juhinslon woere Mr.o and Mrs,
Ward Bruce, Ospringe: Mr
(aenel Bruee, Nississauga,
Doctors  BRarey and  Carol
Broce and son Michael, Carp,
it Mreo oand Mres. Joames
Savers, bynda and  Lorna,
B4, Acton, and Mr. and
Ares, Laos Wilsan and daughler
dennifer, HUR. 20 Rockwomd,

+ - &

Mro oand Mrs Gordon
Johnston altended a [amily
dinner for the Jobnston side
af the house at [hixie Preshy.
lerian chureh on PRecember 27
and spent New Year's day
with AMr. and Mrs. James
Savers and family.

Fl i L

Miss Gladys Sanders spenl
the Christmas holiday week
antl New Year's with Mr. and
Mrs o James  Suvers  and
family, K It -4, Aclan,

i b i

Mrs, Narman  Harl of
Brantford spent New: Year's
|3y with her aunt Mrs, Ada
Allison

n ¥ k

Mr. ami Mrs. Gordon
MeKeown and DPeter spient
several pleasant davs ot
Christinas i Othawa will
diighter Brendax, Stephen,
Trover, and Bradley Cnles.

i i ] .

Lir. Tom Mebheown, who s
mterning ol the  TFoothifls
Hospital in Calgary, spent
several davs at Bake Louise
skiing.

b ; t
Jim  MeKeown
spent  their

andd
firsl

Ul
family
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CARPET
KING

Thurs. & Fri. ‘til 9
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xWHOLESALE
WAREHOUSE

'3”} STEELES AVE

SYER'S

310 STEELES AVE., MILTON

878-4178 , . . 878-4179

(Aymstrong
floor fashiono
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George Caswell In spare
lime. Polmioes this winter
1911 7 1912 from $1.75 lor $2.00
per bag, butter 32 cents to 35

ﬁﬂﬂlﬁ. beefl steak, 22 cents o
A

On the apposite side of the
aper Wwere names, per-
aps of people who helped
hinld the Enugﬂ. “Douglas 0.,
Lucie E., Josle Bbe,, Gladys
H., Stellab €., Joe H., and
Johonie Me."" were the
names.

Whoever Mr. Caswell was,
he seemed to be ahead of his
lime, placing a time capsule
i a place where it would be
discovercd eventually. He
knew thnt people would be
interested m' the prices of
items!

Beconde of Mr. Caswell's
ingenuity many veuars ago, o
hit more of Acton's past has
been unfolded,
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Christmias i Nonnenweier,
West Germany, where he s
stationed  with  the armed
forces,
; 4 e 4
Mrs. June Oost, Keri, Julie
and Dean of Hlasslett, Mich-
ipran, visiled wilh relabives
and  friends bhere over the
hinlidays. :

Visiling with Mr. and Mrs,
Stan Bowen and family over
lhe holidavs were their son
Wiayne and his wife Theresa
and children Laura and Mark
of Darlmouth, Nova Seatia

'!' i. « -

Free Press reportec-photo-
grapher  Helen  Leavell
returned Sunday evemng
Mcom a twao week vacation in
IMlorida. AMhough  the
wedtther did not co-operate as
much as expected, she and
her family, from  Colling:
wood, enjoved the sights of
Forl Myers, Tampa, Miami,
and Disney World, They also
visited Nashville, Tennessev
and NRowling  Green, Ken-
tucky on their way south.
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BERT HOFSTEDE made

a discovery

wh llr:

removing a window from his Scene St, home
recently. Heé found a bottle with a note in it,
listing prices of goods in the year 1911.
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What is a year?

Hy Peter Cavandish
A year s composed of many things,
OF months and.weeks and days,
Hours and minutes and seconds ton,
Precious time to which every heart elings.

Fach year brings lour seasons lor us to
enjoy

With spring well ahead of the rest.

And summer with all it s sunshine and joy
[s indecd very nearly the best,

But autumn with gusty winds surely must
b

The most glorious season of all.

When myriads of eolour bedeck every tree
Al jls' frost-painted wonders enthrall,

Winter comnes last with its’ steet and snows
Bringing blankets of whiteness and ice,
It" s pureness cleansing the atr as il goees
Clearing illness and smog in a trice.

Fach vear brings new jov and sadness |
fear.

As twelve months older we grow,

It we wish out the old ot the end of cach
Vear, '

And we welcome the new as we go.

N

Refresh Tho;; Dormant Skills

New Classes Are Beginning At

SHERIDAN COLLEGE

_Oakvilfe South Campus
216 Lakeshore Road East, Oakviile

THE FOLLOWING COURSES ARE OFFERED ON A CONTINUOUS INTAKE
BASIS. ALL COURSES ARE INDIVIDUALIZED TO MEET PERSONAL NEEDS,

Clerk-Typist

Forrespondence.

targe firm,

Key Punch

strokes per hour.

Quality Control
{Sanitation and Hygiene)

Duration: 15 weeks. Starting date: Thursday :
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Cos!: $30,00 + $5.00 book tee. This course is only being ollered a

Brampton.

Quality Control
{5tatistics)

Commercial Refresher

Duration: 16 weeks, Cost: $120.00 + $8.00 'or book fees.

Pre.-requisite: typing at 20 w.p.m. Subject arcas: typing, office practice, shorthand,
bockkeeping and business machines.

§ levels of responsibility. Subject areas:
praclice, shorthand. record keeping, business machines, business mathematics.

Commercial Accountancy

Duration: 40 weeks. Cost: $300.00 -+ $8.00, F‘r?-requif.jfe Grade 10 or eguivalent, This

course has been designed o prepare graduates for junior positions in the accounting
field. Graduates will be able fo look afler books'to the drial balance of a small bus-

iness or do payroll, accounts payable, accounis receivable, gash payments, elc. ina

",

Duration: 40 weeks. Cost: $300.00 + $8.00, Pre requisite: Grade 10 or equivalent. The
program is- designed to provide students with typing and bookkeeping skills. Other
=kill arcas arc: fiting, dictaphone, 10.-key calculators, duplication machines, business

Commercial Stenographic

Duration: 40 weeks, Cost: $300.00 + $8.00. Pre.requisile: Grade 16 or equlvalent.
Students taking this program wiil have as their objective a position with greater
business communicalion, lyping. office

Quration: & weeks (Monday - Friday from 9.00 a.m. te 3.45 p.m.). Hours of inslruc-
Hon: 90. Pre-requisite: fyping 35 w.p.m. Cost: $700.00 (Pre.registration required).
When this course is completed the sludent should be able 'o key punch at 10,000

Duratlon: 15 weeks. Starting Date: Wednesday January 28th, 1976 to May 5. Time:
1:00p.m. 10 5:00 p.m. Cost: $30.00. This course is only belng offered at Oakville.

Academic Upgrading

Duratfion: 16 weeks for each level, Cosi: $120.00 + $10.00 book lee for each level, The
Academic Upgrading Program provides the means by which a student may continue
his education to a level that approximates grade 12 In Ontarlo. Subjects offered are:
Math, Science’{Physics, Biology, Chemistry); English and Life Skills. Successiul
completion of this program may be vsed as the admisslon requirement to Community
Colleges. The program is designed so that a student can begin ot a tevel that meets his
or her awn pariicular need. Grade % - Level |, Grade 10 - Level |1, Grade 11 — Level
Wi, Grade 12 — Level IV, Alllevels are offered on a continuous infake basis.

Basic Job Readiness

Duratlon: up to 52 weeks. Cost: approx. $5.00 per week. The primary purposée of this
program is to enable the parficlpant to acquire the skills necessary 1o effectively
wearch for and oblain sultable employment, conilnue academlic or sklll training, In.
crease financial Independence, improve work habits and work apprecialion. Parlici-

pants will be accepled on a referral basls from agencles. The program will consist of
Life Skilis and Academic courses.

English As A Second Language

Duration: 24 weeks. Cost: $120.00
There Is no pre-requisite. This program will give the student a working knowledge of
basic English and Introduce him to Canadlan culture and customs. Basic, Inter.

12 weeks, Cost: $50.00.

medlale and Advanced classes are available. ,

Fees for all‘lhe above courses can be paid In 8 week blocks with the exception of Key
Punch and Quality Control, All classes are held from 9.00 a.m. 10 4.00 p.m. and
any Monday, unless atherwise stafed.

For Further Information Please Call:

SHERIDAN COLLEGE,
Oakuville South Campus,

216 Lakeshore Road East,’Oakville, Ontario

- 845-4924; 845-4910 h
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January 29th, 1976 to May 4. Time: 3:00

begin
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