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See you next week
. . . hext year
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A clean slate

There was a Irip to Nassau
promotion in town last Christmas,
but . Chamber of Commorce
members felt thappilv?) they were
too busy to undertake it this vear,

The Free Press made a boo-boo
in reporting it's been twa yvears
since there was a promotion.

And last week's paper reported
banks would be open to 4.30 p.n.
Christmas Eve, Alas, they closed

JFree Press

- maybe

up  tight at 3, teaving some
customers peering pitifully in
through the locked doors.

And Earl Steckley is the
nmnager of the Bank of Montreal of
course. This was the bank whose
window was broken during snow
plowing operations,

Mistakes are always wilh us,
but we hope three little token

corrections todiy might give us a
clean slate for the New Year!
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An ecumenical note

The Christmas season had a
happy ecumenical note when the
Rev. A, H. McKenzie of Knox
church took part in the annual
(hristmas eve carol and candle-
light service at the United church,

The church is awaiting the arri-
vil of ils new minister.

This service has been held for 20
vears now and the collection goes
toward the needs of the choir.

Snow falls metrically now

Not one inch of snow will ever
fall again on Acton—says the
gavernment,

That doesn’t mean we won't get
our annual share of the fluffy white
stuff this winter.

What it does mean is that now,
the accumulation forecasts and
reports will be officially given in
centimetres.

Measurement of precipitation
{snow in centimetres, rain in milli-
metres) began iIn
September 1. It's yet another step
on the country's march to metric
conversion.

To explain, 1 em is approxi-
mately the width of a person’s little
finger nail. Five centimetres is up
to a person’s ankles, fifty would be
up to the knees. One hundred centi-
metres, or one metre, would be
about waist level, and an awful lot
of snow.

To look at it another way, the
Metric Commission suggests that a
snowfall of three centimetres can
be swept off the driveway with a
broom,

With thirty centimetres, a
shovel is needed, traffic is snarled
up, and the highway plows .are
called out to clear thoroughfares.

Except for the Pacific Coast,
snowfallin Canada is lightest in the

Canada

Arctic. Its heaviest, averaging
about 300 cm annually, in New-
foundland, central New Brunswick
and Parts of Labrador, Quebec and
Ontario.

Highest average snowfall in
Canada is 326 cm at Knob Lake,
(uebee, followed by average falls
of 314 cm at Kapuskasing, Ontario
and Quebec City. Victoria has the
lowest average snowfall with 25
cm. Montreal's average is 256 cm,
well ahead of Toronto’s 138 em.

Greatest recorded snowfall was
at Kemano, B. C. a hydro power
station site 400 miles northwest of
Vancouver, which had a fallof 1,135
centimetres in the winter of 1956-57.

The 1974 edition of the Guiness

-Book of World Records lists the

greatest snowfall in a 24 hour
period as 193 cm, which fell on
Silver Lake, Colorado, in April 14-
15, 1921,

Other records cited by Guiness
are for the greatest twelve-month
accumulation, 2,84 cm at Tide
Lake, Steward, B.C., between May
16, 1971 and May 15, 1972, and the
greatest single snowstorm which

dropped 445.5 ¢cm on Thompson

Pass, Alaska, December 26-31.
1955,

And snow on,

Of this and that

At a recent meeting with Prime
Minister Trudeau, the president of
the Canadian Federation of
Independent Business remarked
that Canada’s small business
community would gladly trade the

whole Department of Industry,
Trade and Commerce, together

with'its palatially housed army of -

bureaucrats, for some sensible

changes in the Unemployment

insurance Act,

Will it be “Happy 19847

We are only eight years away
from thal fateful year depicted by
the English novelist, George
Orwell, who saw the forces of tech-
nology . exerting full control and
authority over our minds by 1984.
Indeed, some people would say that
1384 1s upon us and that the funda-
mental processes of our socioty
have broken down already:,

That may be. We have not
achieved a very good record in
dealing with human geals and most
people in the industrial west feel
threatened and powerless in the
face of major computer networks,
genetic engineering and nuclear
age technology. Underdeveloped
nations are almost equally hope-
less in their attempts to catch up to
the industrial west.

-But, ‘without™ for a moment
diminishing the extent of the tech-
nological-flood, it may well be that
we use this new science to hide our
inability - to understand the
essenlial human dimension of
society's needs, |

It is just possible that the
application of the best we have in

technology could help us solve
over-population, inadequate food
supplies and energy resource
depletion.  Technology. could
probably deal with these if we had
the will to look at the new concepts.
Conservation rather than con-
sumption, demands that need not
be always fulfilled, ethics about
supply and pricing are human deci-
sions that can make technology
work for us, '

But it means we must recognize
that Orwellian chaos faces us if we
are unwilling to accept social re-
sponsibility now. Technology can
either dominate or serve society.
Naturally most of us would choose
service -but then we must be pre-
pared to change, to plan and above
all to place technology at the
service of humanity.

To hide from or try to destroy
technology is pure ignorance of the
human problem and will un-
doubtedly push our society closer
to 1984 than any computer program
yet devised, .
—Contributed
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THE CHILLING WINDS carved their own patterns
amid the roadside banks of snow that add to the
seasonal I beauty, Eddying and swirling they gouge

to copy.

Sugar and Spice

s o pretty cockeoved world we live in
these diws, Evervihing my generation was
brought up to respect and admire has be

]I:-jrr:l ol dherision, Everything we
were taught o despise hus beesme an oh
jeet of veneration. Or so it soems lo these
rather plassy eyves

There's no denving it's an interosting
time 1o be an inhabitant of the worlid, Jigst
as it must have been an interesting tme i
abuul G A D te be a Roman eitizen
Raging inflation, vandals st the gates, bud
free hreaed and 2 new smash il at the
Colusseum, hilt changed every Tharsday.

Perhaps the only thing for the sage or
the evnic 1o do. in erder to retain bis sian-
Hy. 15 to stand on the sidelines and chuckte.
The allernative is 1o stand on the sidolines
and sohb,

| prefer to chuckle, with anly the oe-

casional, quickly ehoked sob

~U'm chuckling with about the same
amonnt ol hilarity  as Cassandra,  the
Trojan princess. She wis given hy the gods
lhe gift of propheey sith the proviso (the
gods alwavs had a catehin ity that nobody
would ever believe hor glimpses inte the
fture.

Right now, I'm chuckling merrily about
the (ympics Aboal two vears ago, and
again last vear, T spelled it out laud and
clear. right in this very space. We were
HOIng o be tooken as we have never been

© tnoken belore.

Jusl recently, we entered Phase 2 of m ¥
predictions. That oulstanding Canadian,
that huge frowg in the hig pudidle, Mayor
[i}r]u]:-uul of Montreal, was right on sche-
e, ;

He dropped out, and turned over 3 debt
of about hall 2 hillion tnol milken. hillion)
thoblars to am even higger frog in an even
mgger puddle, M. Bareassa. The name it-
self is prophelic; that's the wily we're all
poinge e wind np. :

Phase 3 consists of M. Bareassa han-
ding over the muddle to Pierre Fuddle
Duddle, the biggest frog in the biggest
puededle of all.

And I don't think I'have to tell vou what

'hisse 4 consists of, If VUL Can'l see The .

handwriling an the wall, cither vou have 3
reading disabality or vou are not a tax.
RIVEer

Let me assure oy reasders,  my
assistant department head, Miss Sauve,
and my shuffleboard pariner, Mr. Chenier,
that the foregoing remarks are nof racist |
am aot even a Zionist

I don’t caree whether I'm conned bv a

Jew ar an Arab, o Chinaman or aTexan, a

I‘rmh-j_.'h-riun, L'krainian or a blark
l_;uhnh_v AlL T care about 15 the (et that
I'm being conped,

A Lret, my diberal and unprejudiced
views are known far and wide, with the ex-
ception of one Walter Somcebody, a Jap in
Alberta. One of my best friends in the air
foree was an American. One of my favorite
students is an Australtan 1 mean. how

- broad-niinded can vou gel!

Well, that dispensed with, let's turn to
other. examples of our erazy, mived Hy
world. Evervihing is either backwards. op

Cupside dover

E LY

A friend told me this. She is a highly
tualified teacher. wha quit 10 have some
babies. Hecently, she was offered a part-
time Job, teaching, and was interested. as
her badies are past the stage where they
require 28 hours of care a day. )

Her potential employer told her: “We
are told you are an excellent teacher, But
there is ane serious eriticism of you. They
Say you are a disciplinarian.” ’

Ten or 13 years ago, o principal whop

by bill smiley

managted Lo bag o goml teacher and o dis
ciphinarian wauld have bees shoiling from
the raaftops: " Hoy, | pot e s Rorkl diseip-
hnanan.' This s bow principals talk. [
would he the veuivalent of a coach angoun-
cing he had just signed Johany Rodgers or
Hobby Orr,

Foday iU'sa flaw, She didn't take the job
and the worlit i thal muel shabbier.

Stll on edacation. 1 used to be some-
thing you took far one of twa reasons. 1
vou wore rich, yol went to college i b
come well rounded. 1T you were poar, vou
wont to college so that yau would someday

and ripple, touching first with a roughness, then with
feather touch to draw patterns in the symmetry hard
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he rich and able to send vour Kids 1o sehool
IH lll'.'l..'l.'llﬂ{' H"E'Il']’!‘.mn{i{'ti.

Not s6 tlay. Gong to enllege has
becorne o carcer. My son-in-law, after 260
yvears of educalion, is just starting o five
yoear eourse, He'll be a grandfather # and
when he graduates,

Even closer lo home, it's a crazy world
IYor the first time in her life, my wife has o
weight problem. She's gaining, instead of
Insing:. A the saune time, she has acqisired!
i long-slumbwring passion for gourmet
cooking.

With tvpical courage, she has tackled
both probrlems simullaneously.

she sits serencly, readlag her books on
exereise and dieting, ‘Then she tosses Them
aside and picks up one of her four new
conk- hooks.

ahe  gets all ber exercige  bustling
around the stove, concocting saomething
that would turn an eel intn & porpoise,

An yb ody from Victoria?

December 19, 1975
Dear Editor:

May I, through the lelters column of vour
publication, make an appeal s all former
studenis and staff of Victorin High School in
Vicetoria, B, C.

In 1976, Victoria High School, the oldest
Canadian public high school west of the
Great Lakes, will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of its establishment. A Committee
has been formed to plan suitable centennial
celebrations, and we are now nttempting to
tocate all who attended V.H.S.. clither as a

student or & member of the staff.

Many events are being planned for the
Homecoming Weekend, May 7, 8 and .

Anyone eligible to register should write to
P. 0. Box 1976, Victoria, B. C., for further
imformation,

Thank you for your assistance.

Yours very truly,

L. J Wallace,

_ | General Chairman
Victoria High School Centennial
Celebrations Committee

Rockwood is looking up

Dear Sir:

This time ! am impelled to write aboul
wo “sounds” in Rockwood. lnstead of
grumbling, I am smiling.

_The first noise on Main St. is so loud and
grinding, you cannot hear yoursell speak.
Powerful machines are digging trenches for
village water and sewers, Al ﬁmg last, our
Eramosa Council and village Trustees have
decided to befriend us in our hour of need,
and we are certainly grateful.

Tou would never guess what the other
sound 18, It is an almost silent art sound in

the basement of the house where long ago
the G.H. Pearen family dwelt. '

There you can see the potter’s wheel
revolving, as the woman artist shapes her
handmade pottery.

Needless to say, [ am proud of both these
operations in Rockwood made by men with
big machines, and the woman with her

potter’'s wheel,

Rockwood is looking up and forward.

Yours truly,
Millicent Milroyv.

Make world a better place

Dear Editor:

From time to time I fecl inclined to bring

to at least a small portion of humanity my
views and comment on the latest news we
hear on the life of an honorable gentieman
whem we would look up to as a humble and
courageous leader, who was assassinated.

A short time after he was laid to rest his.
torical sights were dedicated to his name to
pay him a memorable respect.

If he was worthy of alf this why should his
personal life become a scandalous issye
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after 12 years in his grave?

A5 we nﬁplrﬂuch this holy festival of the
rist we have an honest duty to

birth of C
God and our fellow man in our life on earth

Deeds of wicked men and women will come

(o naught in the end, like the war in Viet
Natmn.

S50 what do we
allegalions?

learn from these

We can all help make this fair land a
better place tolive inand an example for the

rest of the world to follow.
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Yours sincerely,
(. Graham

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken fram the e of the Fepe Preay
Janunrry 5, 1950

Acton friends wege plensed 1o note that
heating the list of l&ntnr}n'u rew Cueen’y
Counsel announced Montlay was Charles
Lewtherland of Actan. He is the first miin
framn Acton o receive this honor and el lzens
are not only delighted with the personal
honor accorded Mr. Lentherland, but the
honor t brings to the town.

Mr.and Mrs. Matt Tyler, who have heen
visiting for two weeks with their families,
returned to Phoenix, Arizona, this week,
accompunied by Mrs. Tyler's mather, Mrs,
Agnes Jocgue, Miss Anna Olson also re-
tiurned with them afler visiting with her par-
ents, Mr and Mrs. . Olson, | K. 4, Acton.

Tenders were called this week by Count
Clerk W, Ideans for the erection of a staff
residdlence and  alterations to the Halton
tenntiad Manor ot Millon, 'The canstraetion of
o stalf residence will inerease neenmmenda-
tinn.

50 years ago

Faken fram the Issup of the Free Press
of Thursdav, December 31, 1925

A seetal evening in the form of a farewel]
party was spent ot the hame of Mr_and Mrs.
Thomns f;ii:-hnns;i Main St., prior te theip
daughter Deliene entering St Michacl's:
hospital, as a nurse-in-training: The mem-
bers of St Joseph's choir to which Miss Gib-
hons helonged and fev Father McHeavy
met there to show their apprecintion for hor
helpin the chiir. A silver nurse's wateh was
presented by Aiss Trene Mulholland.

Rarely if ever hefore has Christmas
afforded the dual pleasure so far i eountry
roafs are concerned of excellent roads for
sleighiog and motoring. The cutters with
their jingling bells seemd to have prefer
Pnees,

There were no known homes in Acton and
vicinity devaid of Christmas cheer this year.
The various socicties were active and
numerows generous-hearcted individuals
sought st all the places where cireum:
stances gave evidence that help would be
aceeplable. Numerous haskels of food and
Christmas gooed things were distributed.

Municinal elections, Esauesing  town-
ships: Reeve W. ;. Appleby neclamation,
deputy-reeve T, Loslie aeelamation, council
W. Gowdy, M. I Carton, T. Rird, W. law-
son, G, Currie and 11 Cleaver,

Nassagaweva-- Reove H. T, Foaster
acclamation, eouncillors Donald Campbell,
W T, Near, W W iiredge, Frank McNiven
avclamation.

Erin, Neeve David  Sinelair, deptity-
reeve Geroge Hryan, councillors James Me-
kinnon, W, Barber and James Cree.

Eramosa Recve Arch McNabb acela-
mation, council W, Swanson, H. E. Allon,
Jos. Ritherfnrd, Frank Day acelamatlon.

700 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Froe Press
of Thursday, December 21, 1875

We presume it is pretty generally krnown
that the voting in the approaching general
election will be done by ballot. We fancy the
baliot system will be found to work ﬂfil'l'lit'-
ably and it will prove a valuable means of
securing a better class of men in our town
and township. Under the old system many
an ¢lectar cast his vole for an inferior man
rather than give offense to a friend aor
bor hut with the ballot he may vate for whom
he sees fit.

[n view of the very defective state of the
travelled roads in this county, we think it is
the duty of the clectors ta see they are repre-
sented by men who will endeavor to have the
evil remedied. There is nothing so detrimen-
tal to the interests of any commumiy as bad
roads te travel on. Tgul the old seitled
county of Ealten is so far behind in this
matter has na reasonable excuse. It s dis-
praceful to the extreme.

A company of colored {olks gave a con
cert of sacred music in Matthews Hall,

On New Year's Day g grand soiree and
literary cntertainment will be given by
Acton Division Sons of Temperance:

Cur village barber levanted last Monday
morning, leaving an unreceipted rent hill o
irouble his conscience. A few  {rusling
frivnds nlso mourn his carly flight. There iy
a barber shop to rent.

A Christmas tree will be prepared at the
Methodis! church at 3 o'clock tomorrow on
which the public is invited o hand presents

stores will be elosed on Saturday,
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