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ANNE VOS, TEACHER at the Rockwood Cn-an:rati\}e Nursery School,

sits among her students giving out presents.
mostly four-year-olds made presents for their

he group, consisting of
parents and each brought

agift that was exchanged..Group B, consisting mostly of three-year-olds,
had their party on Thursday. Parents and friends were invited.

Favors alternative system

The Editor:

Rockwoodians have bech sitting on a
volcano; It erupts eporadically. Our
volcano is named Water and ers;
whenever it explodes the people are
showered with information and rumors;
bul when it is silenl folk assume the out-
burst is over, and that peace will reign.

Claims and counter claims have hidden
the past knowledge with layer upon layer of
reports, statistics and surveys. Who
remembers what has happened since the
first shattering announcement?

Wide coverage was given to the scheme
by the Ratepayers Assoclatlon—maps pin-
pointing the polluted wells revegled the
spotly distribution and caused the villagers
to realize only a few houscholds were af-
fected — other maps indjcaled the planners
had misscd some homes from the proposed
scheme entirely; all this resulted in large
attendance at frequent meetlnjs. It was
soon noted that the mﬂjarif.i' the res|-
denls were opposed, especially the Senlor
Citizens on flxed incomes.

Tempers cxploded even beyond the
village boundaries as home-owners down-
stream of the proposed settling ponds
feared their river properlies would become
defiled whenever & major storm or spring
runofl overflowed the ponds, This fear was

encrated when it was discovered that the
ocal GRCA park demanded that the eli-
luent be. spilled below ils borders; this
would place the dumping area in front of
the riverside residents.

Only an OMB meeting sotisfied the out-
cries lor attention. The high cost of the
system resulted jn a compromise solution:
 the project was to be restudied and the final
-cost could nol exceed $1.3 milllon. -

All was calm once agsin in our sleepy
village; mare people who llked our lifestyle

moved in, unaware that a cloud hung over

us; newlyweds built homes hoping the cloud
would never break. This was a quiet hide-
away [rom the city's struggles, and we
approved.

"~ Responsible citizens updated thelr
systems, grumbled at costs but were
willing to sacrifice their individual ease for
the community's good; cracked well-
casings and cold-fashioned metal septic
tanks were replaced, water was checked;
all seemed well once again.

However, some householders wanted
assistance for these repairs and the rumble
became an eruption again, with renewed
vigor. From this point on, the issue once
mere was debated pro and con, with
feelings running high as each fought for his
own way of life; some were distraught at
the possibility of the village becom nr a
second Georgetown with rapid develop-
ment, while others demanded just that
change and disliked the slow pace here.
Syrveys and petitions, meelings and
rumars followed in a surge, cove nr‘ the
township as well as the village. News
reports flashed the strife to the province,
and the tssue of "right of choice of a life
style”, opposed to “ " and impos-
ition of change by superior adminisirations,
eru like thunder.

fter much ado, calm once again settled
as A {urther compromise was suggested;
this time home-owners would be asked to
clean up their own systemns, surveys would
determine trouble spots and keep tabs on
the cleanliness, by-laws would compel
regular sanitary checkups and the whole
would be nized and controlled for the
" gufety of all the villagers’ health. Con-
- sideration was also to be given to those who
- could not afford the repairs or maln
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tenance. This sounded reasonable to all
I'sﬁ:tluna, and peace once more settied over
E i " §
The turmoll began once again when vil-
lagers heard of a petition betng circulated
wrpﬂrting to show renewed supporl for a
ater and Sewers project. At a heated
meetigg with council, another compromise
resulted in 8 committee being given author-
ity to make the decision. When the recoms
mendation was in favor of W & S, the years

the confusion and frustration surfaced, as

viilagers exploded in disbeliel and dismay
at the sudden change of expectations. Bus-
inesamen and speculators hurriedly con-
gratulated themselves at the prospect of
growth.

Long-suffering residents sighed and lost
faith once again in the rights of the in-
dividual, as opposed lo “'progress’; they
changed their mind—set to accommodate
the new proposals, and bitterly tried to for-
get their cherished ideal of quiet living.

Blasting upset the streets while people
were still trying to adjust to the new con-
cept of their hamlet. Then even more
ferment was added, when the TV news
reported an injunction was asked, to stop
the work!

Al the present time, residents feel com-
letely confused, as costs are quoted lrom
nformation gathered at a closed meeling,

and these are so high that even though they
know inflation would increase lthe cost
somewhat, still the full impact had nat been
realized! Demands for allermnale systems
surfaced again hopefully from the many
nsioners in the village (who were heart-
esaly told &l one meeling to move clse-
oung-marrieds looked for
ese hearts Ie;gi up in
their

other areas to live,
h{q:.e as Trustee Smith defend
rights.

Dejected properly holders counted u
their yearly maintenance cosls for safe
water and em tiing spwage tanks again,
Bnd measu these against the allori]cd
costs of the new system, Mr. Smith's
courageous action gave them confidence in
politicians,

What will happen next?

Will the group ﬁ favor of continuing the
work throw."'good money after bad" in the
belief that it is “too late to turn back?" Will
we have to accept the huge costs forced
upon us ‘“‘to get the problem out of the
way"', or will we lorce 2 new solution?

{‘he present .-gvslem of handling Water
and Sewage is undergoing warldwide study.
It i3 not the only way! Why not let Rock-
wood be the first in Ontario to try one of the
alternate methods? ‘

Yours truly,

Mrs. 5. Drijber

P.S. I know I speak for many who will not
publicly speak out.
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A GAME OF peghoard fascinates Chad Mance
and his brother Sean, a visitor, at last week's
Eﬁﬂp A Christmas party. Jeff Renaud is in

ckground.

- cause council ha
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TIME TO go home after a elin:.rahle morning
with her friends at the Town Hall. Kirsten Alder-
son bundles up as the Nursery School Christmas

Party draws to an end.

KIRSTEN ALDERSON watches

intently as

Cassie Mogelin carefully opens her Christmas

present,

WOW! LOOK at that Christmas tree .

.. two

future nursery school candidates watch with

interest as moms Heidi

right, enjoy festivities.

, left, and Anne-Marie,

- Will winterize buildin g foundation

Roads superintendent Bob
Hamillon told Eramosa
council steps lo winterize the
foundation of the Rockmosa
Park bullding would be taken.

_ ""Weather P-ermitling. it
will be done,” Mr. Hamilton

told council Dec. 15,

Reeve Bill Adsett told
council — “we were lucky the
first yvear.”

Deputy-reeve Betty Lou
Clark had expressed fears
that water might seep into the

foundation, and with a quick
[reeze, cause cracks in the
bricks.

Deputy-reeve Clark moved
a motion to have the sewer
and water connections into
the building covered.
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uilding permits

on top agenda

. Eramosa lownahip counchl
Erﬂnted a bullding permit,
enied another and deferred
Ilwo others during it8 final
meeting of the year Dec. 15.
Applications for bulldin
its by Louls Hilts an
eter and David Johnson of
Rockwood Village were set
aslde until council gets ]qﬁl.
advice and a report from t
building inspector.

Mr. Hilts told counclt he
had received an indlcation
from a township employee
that he'd get o hbuilding
mit for lot 38 on Queen

t. Days laler, however,
rmit be-
passed a
building bylaw in the {nterim.

Council was asked by the
village trustees to put a hold
on building permils and lol
severances which do not con-
form to current bylaws, until
waler and sewer servicea are
operattonal. [ndividuals can

he was denied a

For your dining pleasure
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BRUNCH — DINNER

11:30 - 2:30
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Chrisimas Greetings To Al Our
Customers

CARNEY'S PLUMBING and HEATING

ROCKWOOD

appear before council for
conslderation.

Council insiructed the
huildinﬁ inspeetor to contact
the Welllngton County Heallh
Unit concerning Mr. Hills'
application and then report.

Legal advice I8 being
spught by councll concerning
the permit n%pllcnllnn from
the Johnson brothers. They
approached Lthe building ins-
pector on the same day they
got health unit approval for
their project, they said lo
Em:.nﬂl).

Market garden

The green light was glven
to Alex Chan to bulld o 12-by-
24 square foot garage and
accompanying picnie shelter
on a 20-acre lot north of High-
way 24 on the 4th line.

Mr. Chan, Irom Kitchener,
told council he and four other
families intend to markel-

arden part-time on the land.

Ir. Chon, who may buy a 10-

2:00-10:00
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acre lot across the road, lold
counchl he had no Intention of
bullding a house there lor
some time. “1 wanl ult-
mately to have it as a place lo
relire,”’ he sald. -

Mr. Chan is lo provide the
bullding Inspector with a
lelter slating he will build a
single family house on the lot
within three years.

An application by Roberl
Baker of Guelph (o build a log
cabin on the 6th llne, con-
cesslon 5, 1ot 19, was turned
down by councll because the
MNoor space is 138 square feet
too small,

Mr. Baket sald he had an
ofler on the land on the con-
dition he

rmit. Welllnglon County

fcalth Unit had already

ets a  building

given the go-ahead,

Deputy-reeve Belty Lou
Clark sald the planning board
had been strong on keeping
the minimum allowable
square footage for bulldings
at 2000. "I think counch
should bhe consistent,” she
rofd. Mr. Baker's cobln would
have 1,804 square feot.

MISTLETOE MAGIC
Ancient followers of (he
Druld religion wepe the first
to regore
sacred plant. They supposed
it to have panacean virtures
in warding off everything

from witches to dikense.

Each year, about the time

Christmos is celebrated
todny, There was a ceremon:
tal rite In which Druid prlesats,

using a golden sickle, cut the
lcaves from Lhe

tnistictoe
“sacred onk' and dlstri-
hiuted.

The Saxons #lsn valuwed
this plant; they were the tirst
to call it miutﬁ‘tu{r_. Ta them,
mistivtoe  symbalized  ever-
lusling peuce.

mistleloe as o
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" G for S,
v Chistmasy

Wishing you the °

finest joys of a f:\
bright and happy N
Christmas... 9\

with much
appreciation. qﬁ‘
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May you and

Your loved ones

share the contentmaent of
“home for the holiday.”
Our thanks and best
wishes at Christmas and
throughout the New Year

Jack Holmes, Kris Larsen and Ernie Marks.

" JACK HOLMES

REAL ESTATE

arm Wishes
For Ghristmas

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, : To ant our friends

fill your homes with lots of cheer.
May this season be warm and jolly,
for our friends and patrons dear.

BILL STUCKEY
Photography

el
fmnas
Let's cherish every joy-filled
moment of the Christmas Seazon.

B

and old alike, on Christmas morn. |
May the joy that illuminates

and patrons . .may your ¢, :
| your home remain with you

all through the holiday.

SWANSTON FARM
EQUIPMENT

Rockwood 856-9512

MANAGEMENT AND STAFF

noo'l' HOME

GENTRE

666 WOOLWICH ST. GUELPH
MAIN ST. 'ROCKWOQOQOD

Christmas  be merry
and filled with delighe!
Thanks one and all.

i S
From Everyone at

ACTON DELICATESSEN and CAFE




