50 year anniversary

¥

Fifty years - plus - for

librarian Mrs. Watson

worked at the library for se-
veral years belore, ieaving
when she married.

So her carcer as the town's
fifth librarian not nnlg gpans
the past five decades, but also

Exactly 50 years ogo (as
‘recorded in the column on the
‘cidlorial page) Isabel Walsan

was engaged as llbrarian and
one of her qualifications was
-the fact she had already
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CHINESE BIBLE and a Bible used in the courts
in Acton years aga were already in the library
when Mrs. Watson began working there as a
schoolgirl. They are now in the display case. Be-
hind them is a skelch of assistant librarian

Madge Chapman. |
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Mini-sewer study

ERIN—Downtown businessmen and Erin Villoge council
are going to combine their financial resources to build o
much-necded mini-sewage system feasibility system.

' :Reduce Hwy. 25 speed

MILTON—Milton council wants to meel with Minister of
. Trunsportatien nnd Communication Jim Snow and Halton-
. Burlington MPP Julian Heed to sec if the specd limits north
+ of Miltton on Highway 25 can be reduced The problem les
. between Highway 401 and Five Sidercad on Highway 25, In
* addition the town wants traffic s ls irstalled at the inter-
» seclion of Market Drive and Highway 25.
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Winter work for studen ts

BURLINGTON--High school students in need of u_.'urlk
. during the winter manths can find jobs through the city's
Department of Recreation Services, Students are needed to
work with children at winter activity centres throughout
Burlington. -
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Housing seminar in Peel

5 BRAMPTON—Peel Region will host a seminar deali

- with housing, servicing, conservation of resources, grow

. and citiren participation in urban development next month.

- Representatives from York, Peel and Durham regions will

+ altend the seminar. The seminar is financed by the Ontarlo
Seceretariat for Habitat.

L . R S N g )

the years she worked ns
assistant during her hlgh
school vears and then work-
iru:E years before marriage.

fter her appointment ex-
actly five decades ago she
went to work In Jonuary 1926
in the small room in the town
hall It was so small that
customers couldn’t range
over the shelves picKing out
their own books. Instead, they

ordered them over the count- -
 er [rom printed cotalogues

for many yenrs, :

In 1934 the library moved
from the town hall into the
Y.M.C.A. The library occup
ied gquarters on the left hand
side off the main Y enfronce,
which has been completely
changed into offlices now,

Packed

Here there were closely-
spaced rows and rows of
books (rom floor to ceiling,
and it was delightful for
children to disappear in the
back corners and turn over
poges of interesting books up-
seen.

The place became packed
with volumes and the i)lhrury
bhoard long had a dream of
new quarters. This came true
in 1967 when tLhe splendid new
library building was erected
as the town’s centennial pro-
Ject. Location was a corner of
the school property.

First sod for the
was lurned by Mrs,
of course.

roject
alson,

Storted
It was in first form high
school that Isabel Elliott be-

an to work at the library..

She recalls she would have
been 13 or 14 at the time. Mar-
garel Wilson had been the
nssistoant to librarian Lettle

Scott, but the Wilsons moved

away from the Presbylerian
manse and young Isobel took
over the jab.

She finished school and took
a position In Wiles' confec-
tionery and ice cream parlor,
still continuing to work in the
library. The Wiles let her

have library nights off.

Then the library was open
threc nights a week, Monday,
Wednesday and  Saturdays
from 7 to 8.30 p.m,

A catalogue wos printed
with the names of the books,
and patrons would select
their books from lists rather
then searching on the shelves.

Resigned

In 1921 Isobel Elliott map-
ried Perry Watson and retir-
ed from both her posts. Then,
when son Tom was a toddler,
she applied to work in the
library ogain. The board
promplly chose her over the
other applicants, worthy as
they all were. She began ag-
aln January 1, 1926, and has
heen there ever since.

Leftie Scott had left, since
she was working full-time al
Beardmore. She is sl tiving
in Kitchener.

Mrs. Waltson's first assist-
ant was Letlic Scoit's sister

Laura Scott, who is now in a

nursing home in Galt.
. Assistants
Assistants over the years
have been Mary Chalmers,
(ral Norton, Helen Lamb,
Modge Chapmaon, and now
Esther Taylor, Eileen New
and Margare! Merrin, Miss
Tayloer has been on the staff
for years, oo,

First one .
‘The first librarian in tow
was Ettie Laird, who began in
1898 at a salary of $40 a year.
As Mrs. R. M. MacDonald she
lived in town all her life and
died a couple of years ago,
over 90 years of age,

Secand librarian was Ethel
Coleman, who was- there sl
the time of World War One.
Then came Letlie Scoit fol-
lowed by Mrs. Walson, giving
these four librarians a span
of service of 78 vears.

Mrs. Watson's starting sal-
ary in 1926 was $t0 5 month.
Full-thme now

The job became a full time
one last year. The library is
¢lesed Meonday and open on

Delay giving land
to Grand Authority

Eramosa council moved to
delay implementinfz a by-law
which would give lands near
Highway 24 to the Grand
River Conservation Authority
(GRCA).

Council found the new Era-
mosa-Guelph townline inter-
section with the highway un-

- acceptable and joined Guelph

in calling for improvements.
A by-Tow, which would stop-
up the road and convey 14.19
acres to GRCA, will be held
up at least unlil council has
met the ministry of trans-
portation and communica-
tians (MTC). :
Representatives

Hepresentatives from

GRCA alended the [inal
meeling of council for the
year, Dec. 15, They described
a previous mf:{:l;inl.{ with
Guelph City officials who
called for the new north-south

roadd to be closed until it (s

signed {or 40 mph and other
improvermneals are made.

The major shortcomings
Eramoso councll feund in the
crossroads were the lack of
twrn lanes, signs, and ac-
celeration and deceleralion
lancs.

Council has already sent its

~ comments on the intersection

to MTC, but so far have not
received an answoer.

§ta tistics

*  During the week of Decem-
+ber 8 to December 14, 4 o¢-
- currences of o general nature
were reported and investigat-
«ed by Guelph detachment of
* the O.P.P. Weekly statislics:
« liquor violatiofAx B, narcolic
. violations 1, thelis 5, impair
~¢d drivers |

Receives
promotion

lorraine (Tyler) Grittman
of Scottadale. Arirona (or-
metiy of Acton, has been pro-
moted to Assistant Branch
Manager of the valley
MNational Hank, 40th Mreet
and McDowell Office,
Phoenix, Arizona which
opened November 19, 1975
Mes. Grittman, prior o
Ining Valley Natlonal Bank
n 1959, was emploved biv the
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Bank of Montreal, Acton, for
three years.

Lorraine is the daughter of
Mrs. Edna Tyler and the late
Matthew A. Tvler.
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» LO (TYLER)
. Grittman is now assist-
; ant branch manager of
»the Valley National
+ Bank, Phoenix, Ari-

Mn}* the old fashioned delights of Christmas

make yours a wonderful holiday.,

Qur sincere thanks for your friendship.

~ AGTON

-

Lovell Bros. Meat Market

the other weekdays including
Salurdays.

At one time the librarians
used to take books to the
schools, Mrs. Walson remem-

bers. She and Esther Taylor -

and Mndge Chapman would
load books into taxis and head
for the Hobert Little and M, Z,
IBennett schools before the
schools had such good read-
ing facilities of Lheir own.
They checked out volumes for
children in all grades.

Now the children use the
school libraries and flock Lo
the town library, too. And
their use of the {acilllies has
changed. Projects are a maj-
or part of the curricutum, and
the students need help in find-
ing material.

Now they also have a refer-
ence m downstairs in the
new llbrary where they can
read and copy facts from the
hig volumes.

Mrs. Watson finds many
children read Erimnril nom-
fiction during the school year.
But she's happy to see them
switch back to fiction during
hollday times.

(ld friends

As wel as the loddlers, old

friends come in to chat whao

. have been reading the libr-

L

ona.

ary's choices l[or many years.

Mrs, Walson remembers
litthe Muery) Grindell coming
to the old Hbrary in the town
hall and kicking her feel
against the railing! Meryl
and Charles Kirkness have
been regulars over the years.,
Hessie Musselle is another
long-time card holder.

Mrs, Watson has scen
changes come with the South-
Central Library sfstem and
then with Halton Hills and the
amaglamating of the library
beards of Acton and George-
lown. Al of the changes are
working well, she says.

She jging Georgelown chief
librarian Betsy Cornwell in
chrosing books oven going
sometimes to the warehouses
te ehoose them.

She is no longer able (o
haye o knowledge of most of
the books on the shelves, but
she reads reviews and the
hook jackets and she can help
cusiomers find their favorite
kind of reading.

Records, [ilms and pro-
jectors have been added to
the library’s equipment, too.
Some people--particularly i
ones—are beginning to get
great pleasure lrom borrow-
ing records as well as hooks.

Mrs. Watson worked in her
husband's business with him
and later with son Tom until
Watson's restaurant was sold
a couple of years ago.

Having the library keeps
her from being lonesome, she
admils.

Her dog Teachie usually
comes with her to the library
and keeps track of everyone
who comes -in the big (ront
doors.

WELCOME
SERVICE

If vou are new'in
town or know

someone who is
PHONE

853-3902

Veterinary science
4-H club is formed

Ny Mark J, Leany
Aast. Agrle. Rep,

The organization meeting
of the Halton 4-H Veterinary
Seienee Club was held on
Thursday, Dec. 18, Fourteen
members and two  leaders
were in ollendance.

The program for the com-
ing year was discussed. [t
was decided 1o ngain have the
club divided into groups. The
¢lub completion will be based
an a demonstration ‘given by
each group at the final meet-

HIR-
The new executive for thls

year is as follows, president,
Doug McPhail, vice-presi-
dent, Frank Hobinson: secre-
tary, Marilyn MceNabb; ond
news reporier, Bill Hobinson. |
Leaders lor this club are Dr.
Carl Middlvbrook and Cm.:ill'
Patterson.

The Minal date for Joining:
this club will be at the {irst
meeting on Jan. 15 at the
agricultural office in Milton
at 8 pom.
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“"Unto us a child
{ 15 born.”" May Christmas
joy be yours.
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GRANT'S MOTORS

AGTON

its
Clustmas!

The world is
bright and

gaily

decked . . .
Christmas

has come.

Spend it in

joy and in peace,

* THE OLYMPIA DRIVE-IN

Queen St. E. - Acton
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Open Christmas Eve
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season of prace and wonder,

excitement and jov is Christmas! May
this spirit of happiness be with vou alwavys.
Ed and the Boys

Ed's In-N-Out Variety
—CHRISTMAS STORE HOURS—

Open Christmas Day
o T Y T K T R T TS R I ) e i ek el MO

10,00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m,
11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

A

* HOLIDAY CLOSING -

g&rm&&mmmmm&wm&wm&wm

2&;
;
i
g
A

Acton Hydro Electric Commission

i
From Wednesday, Dec. 24 - 12 Nnnn?g

until Monday, Dec. 29 - 9 a.m.

ALSO

from Wednesday, Dec. 31-12 Noo
until Friday, Jan. 2nd - 9 a.m.

For Emergencies: Christmas, Phone 853-1245

i

o

New Year's, Phone 353-0813§
hos 3 S o S s e 2 e S e e
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The spirit of Christmas is everywhere filting
the world with happiness and joy. We hope
your heliday is brimming with all good things.

Jack Ridley Cartage Ltd.
and Staff
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(lad holiday
wishes by
the stockingful
are coming
your way.
May the season
bring you love and
joy in tull measure.

ZALl|

NELLIS
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

BEII wishes for old fashioned
Christmas joys . .. and thank you for
the pleasure and privilege |
of serving you, our valued friends.
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF

Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce

X

X
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May peace and -«

-+ Tt
-

love be waith you.
Thanks tor your
fine support.

Robertson’s Flower Shoppe
Phone 853-3720




