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Halton board, public school
~ teachers pledge co-operation

A new era of teacher-board
of education co-operation
may have begun In Haltgn
last week when spokesmen
for the board and the reglon’s
mate publc school tcachers
agreed to throw open lines of
communicalion belween the

Iwo grops. :

Chairman Mrs. Judy
Alexander of the Halton
Board of Education urged a
meeting of 140 male teachers
to attend board meetings ond
lo invite the 20 trustees who
serve on the board into their
classrooms and staff rooms.

She said "‘the curcial point
lsn't mutual agreement but
ralher mutual dependency.

“We need each cther,” she
told the teachers, "‘and for the
sake of the kids we'd better
bricdge the gap between us.”

To applaune

Mrs. Alexander spoke to a
meeling of the Halton District
of the Onlario Public School
Men Teachers' Federation
held in Milton. The

Mrs. Judy Alexander,
Chairman

Federation represents all
male clementary teachers In
the province,

The board chairman was
roundly applauded for her
recommendation of increased
communication between the
hoard and the teachers.

Neil Davis, provincial
president, used the word

Teachers like

hard line on
Renaissance

Last weck's mecting in o
Jammed Milton church hall
was an hour old, and the 140
male public school teachers
from }I;nltun Region were in a
good mood.

Choirman Mrs. Judy
Alexander of the Halton
Board of Education had been
snying things they agreed
with, and thelr own Federa-
tion president hnd suggested
future cdenlings between the
two groups looked rosy.

Then the guestions started,
with mony concerning items
of little Interest to the
average citizen such ax pupil-
teacher rotios.

Then o six-footer stood up,
nddressed himsell to Mrs,
Alexander, ond sald he had
had his fill of rending news-
paper arlicles in  which
“minority groups' like
Hulton Renaissance were
¢riticizing the educational
system.

Too democralic

The determined speaker
accused the Hallen board of
being “too democratic by
letiting minority groups
monapolize the meetings and
the press.”

The teacher told Mrs.
Alexander that the board

up the

should ''back
teachers."”

“The board should say 'so
you've got 30 dirty books in
your lbrary—we're backing
you."" Fellow teachers
clapped and roared their
approval;

he board chairman op
peared moved by  the
response, nnd began to reply

by saying the board was
“reluctant” to cut off access
to te public, but then Mrs.
Alexander stopped and said
“the board is moving in the
direction that the teacher
asked.” More applause.

she fﬂn{ln}mg, “we'ye bue:?
supportive of the programs o
ours on which we've been
ottacked'' and the teachers
shouted and clapped again.

Allernatives

The board has been at-
tacked this fall by Halton
Renpissance for permilting
nlteged indecent books like
‘GGo Ask Alice’ and *1 Never
Loved Your Mind' to be used
in Haiton schools.

The Halton board has
refused {o remove the books,
but stressed alternative
material is avapilable if a
student ur m&nt objects to &
particular hook.

Neil Davis, provincial
president of the male public
school teachers, then offered
his Halton members some PR
advice,

He told them to {orge!
Henaissance “because  you
don't attack minority groups
head on."

Instead, he said, the
federation has the public
relotions personnel and the
funds to wage a publicity
campaign to “promote the
positive aspects of whats
going on in our schools.™

He sald Halton District
teachers should also leke
publicity steps to inform the
public about the teachers’
position on prominent issues
of the day.

“partnershup’’ to describe the
new relationship when he
rose to comment on Mrs.
Alexander’s remarks.

Davis said that “'in future,
the only relationship between
teachers and trustees can be
partnership.”’

The bearded and well-
spoken Federalion president
rom Peel Region sald this
partnership was "‘essenlial”,

Liberals
won't
help
HEAL

Ontario Liberals won't be
etting involved in the battle
tween the Halton Board of
Education and Halton
Education Action League
{HEAL).

HEAL President Belty
Fisher said this week that she
has talked to Liberal shadow
cabinet education critic John
Ferris and while he sym-
pathizes with some of the
group's problems he won't
get involved. .

“He said reserve funds
have always been o problem
and he fought against them
when he was chairman of the
London Board of Education
but they are legal so there
isn't anything he can do about
them," Mrs. Fisher sajid. She
noted reserve funds set up by
Halton Board of Education
and made up of money des-
tined to be spent on students
is a key aspect of HEAL's
battle with the board over its
$900,000 building expansion at
board headquarters,
Burlington.

Mrs. Fisher didn't hide her
disappointment In Ferris'
decision not to interfere when
she said, ""They aren’t there
just to stop illegal actions. In
g minority situation they
should be pressuring the
government (o change the
education act to abolish
reserve funds.”

She says MPPs aren't sent
to Toronto just to look at
things from & legal standpoint

but also to make changes and

examine things to see where
reform is peeded.

“One interesting thing he
sald was that when he was a
trustee in London he visited
the Halton Board and was
amazed how quickly things
happen. He said he. was
amazed an entire budget
could be passed without much
debatle and observed Lhe
meetings were very cut and
dried and sterile.”

Benefits

té the
of the

and relerred
“legitimate right
teaching community to be
involved in lhe decision-
making process alfecting the
children.™”

Not taking over

But Davis quallfied himsell
at thls polnl lo say this
deesn'l mean the teachers
want {o lake over.

Said the Federation presi-
dent: *“"We believe very
strongly in and respect the
autonomy of the school
boards to govern.”

And he went on to praise the

rovince’s decentralized

rds of eduvcation ‘‘which
give Ontario a strong educa-
tional system.”

However, Davis said
decisions affecting boards
and lenchers such as terms
and conditions of employ-
ment “must be negotiated
together."" He said the
Federation has approached

such negoitations “'respons-
1bly" to date.

The Federation president
sald every board of education
committee should have his
representatives on it “lo get
the teacher input.”

He said the Halton Board of
Education would be
“stronger'’ if there was more
sérious co-operclion from
organizations like teacher
[ederations.

Find out

“And wyou must attend
board meetings and find out
what's going on!"’ he told the
teachers crowded into a
sh:-amr church hall,

Davis also said teachers
have to work hard lo interest
parents in school develop-
ments, rather than just
having an open house at the
school once a year.

He said there is '‘public
ignorance” about whal s
happening in schools today

and many parents
“bewildered.”

""The schools are the

ublic's schools and they

ave o right to be there,” he
sajid. "“There has to be an
introduction to the school,
followed up with furlher
cammunicaltion.”

Mot all on strike

Ina reference to the month-
old strike by 8,600 high schoot
leachers in Metro Toronlo,
Davis sald it would be “‘un-
fortunate’” {f all teachers
were condemned by parents
becavse of a strike by one
group.

He noted that only 8,600 of
Ontario’s 34000 secondary
school teachers were on
sirike, and none of the pro-
vince's 65,000 public school
teachers were off the job.

Sald David: “'Strikes can be
avolded if both sides can
mainipin an open-minded
ntlilude to eoch other,

are .

Board reviewing question period

Halton Board of Education
declded last week 1o review
the types of quertes they have
received during gquestion
perlod to see if the board
ehould contlnue or cancel
question period.

Question period Is a 15
minute time allolmenl at
board meetings set aside to
allow the public to ask
trustees and  officials
questions. 11 was started last
SUMMEer,

Trustee Noel Cooper
suggested board chairman
Judy Alexapder prepare a
n:]l:rort for the board deallng
with the types of queslions
asked by residents.

He noted it was time to re-
view the question perlod's
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usefuliness and sald the
report will show il “the
Ug:esllnrm are lalling within
ihe boards Intentions for
selting it up.”
Ct;c:rc:- stated Lhe guestion
riod was designed to give
xpayers a chance te pel
clarification matlers which
concern them. He added i
properly used the question
od can be very useful.
“After we get the report
and examine the kinds of
guestions which have been
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asked we can elther conlinue
it or cancel it,”

Mrs. Alexander agreed lo
repar¢ the report for the
rustees consideration, .
Since Lhe question period
first started Iast summer
many parenls have asked
questions on a varlety of
Loplcs.

We'ne THERE
(o seave you
24 HOURS A DAY

MILTON
NATURAL GAS

Hea'ing, Alr
Conditioners and
Natural Gas

Renfal Water Heaters

SALES — SERVICE
— INSTALLATIONS

Phone Milton
{(No Toli Charge)

878-3281

go up

The Government of Canada
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Liberals must

choose winner

tialton's Federal Liberal
Riding Association hopes 16
help finance the next Federal
election from funds raised
through the newly organized
Century Club.
Association president
Walter Elliott of Oakville taold
a group of Liberals Friday
night that the executive
hoped to sel! about 150 $100
memberships lo the Century
Club. '
He pointed out the mem-
bership fees are considered
tax deductible. Century Club
members would be entitled 1o
attend certain functions
h the year at no cost,
while non-members would
pay $15 or $20 for tickets.
“There are & lot of Liberals
in this riding, but moat of
them have not renewed
membership dues.” he said.

Delegates

During the meeting Elira-
beth Robason, Mrs. Laurie
Harris, Peter Walker and
Slimk Streak were elected as

jegates to lhe provincial
Liberal leadership conven
tion. That convention wil} be
held at the Four Seasons
Sheraton Hotel in Toronto
Jan. 8 to I5.

Haltoo-Burlington Liberals
will choose delegates to that
convention at a meeting
slated for Emest C. Drury
. School tomorrow night
(Thursday),

Halton ares delegates
altended a meeting in Oak-
ville last night (Toescday) to
bear from seven committed

¢t likely contesiznts for the
TkCe.
ced

Anpwon
Of those either committeg
to running or expected (o
announce their commitment
In the next few days are
MPPa Albert Roy of Otiawa,

Dave Peterson of London,
Stuart Smith of Hamillon, Pat
Reid of Rainy River and
Larrv Condon of Strathroy.

MPs in the race include
Mark McGuigan of Windsor
“and Jim Breithaupt of Kit-
chener.

According to alternate
delegate Judy Savage, the
upcoming convention holds
the kti' to the future of the
Libera! party in Ontario.

She wamed Hallon must

band together to choose a
person. **If the right man isn"t
chosen, the Liberal party in
Ontariec could sink fntn
nothing.””

She said ghe was red
at this time to support gmith‘
the Hamilton physiclan who
was elected for the [irst time
a3 an MPP in the Septv mber
election.

Peter Mathews, another
who had to be a dele-
gate, explained the political
realities of the coovention.

- “Whoever you choose, he
has to be & man who is able to
win. He can be the most
competent guy in the world
but if he cap'l win, what good
is be to you?"

ﬁi;ing a Christmas present to
725,000 Canadians who re-
ceive Canada Pension Plan
benefits.

It announced Canacda Pen-
gion benelits are to be raizsed
by 11.2 per cent effective Jan.
1, toreflect the increase in the
¢ost of living this year.

The new maximum full
retirement pension will be
$154.86 a. month, The maxi-
mum disabilily pension will
be $157.58, and monthly bene-
lits for children of the dis
abled and orphans will- be
$41.44.

1Max|!mum monthiy pen-
sions [or surviving spouses
will be $98.51 for persons
under age 65 and $92.92 for
those over 65.

75 permits WELCOME

down

Building permilts in Halton
Hills are down $2 million
dollars from the same time
last year. The T4 total gt the
end of November was
$15.696.207, while this year's
tolal is $13,698,511.

Permits in November this
car, were up over $100,000
rom last year, but only half

of the October total.
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