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How the Legion
came Iinto being

Although the Great War finished  always been veterans and their

in 1918, effects lingered long ﬁenﬂanh. Money from pﬂg
n they

ly for veterans. In - es aids such people whe
Canada, as elsewhere, economic  are in distress, The organization
difficulties presented problems for - has ' hel thousands (o press
many returned men, Mutual cdalms for government benefits

distrust arose between officers and has lobbled for | ed
and other ranks. The existing velerans' Iegiﬂ'latiun.ﬂr Py

legislation and the administrative As early as April 1926, the group
machinery could not solve the pro- sought amendments to the
blems of H'm? who had served. Pensions Act, the Soldier Set-
Many veterans' groups thus sprang  tlement Act, and the Civil Service
up,  but the circumstances Superannuation Act. Such efforts

demanded a uniled erganization. red assistance, unheard of

. Field Marshal Haig, Com- [ollowing the First World War, for

; mander of the British Empire's le being discharged after the
forces on the Western Front, and nd.

- Sir Richard Turner, a Canadian The Legion tried to make

soldier, helped inspire the creation n‘:ﬂtﬂr}" Ife more pleasant. During
of such an organization, A unity  World War 11, Canadian Legion
convention met at Winnipeg in  War Services provided members of
November 1925, and most existing the forces with recrealion,
E;uupa merged to form the  personal guidance and oppor-

nadian Legion which, in 1960 by tunilies for education. The edu-
royal assent, became The Royal  calional programs produced better
Canadion Legion. soldiers, sailors, and airmen,

. prepared military nel for
The founders decided 1o stand  gjyfljan life, and prevented

for FC“EE with strength and for  “horedom in the long winter
loyally to Canada, the Empire ggd aiglita.” Same credit this program
the Menarchy. The Legion was o wiih raising literacy rates in parts
safeguard veterans and their o Canada. -
ﬂl:m;ldenls. to protect the families Beyond concern for the veteran
. of the [allen, and lo make sure that  (he Legion has a sense of public
wartime sacrifices would be duty. In 1928 the organization of-
remembered fered child rearing advice. The
Despile these intentions, certain Legion's first national convention
individuals believed that because wanted to develop a ''spirit of
the group denied membership to  Empire™ to offset dangerous

anarchists and communists, a foreign activities. Before and.

strong-armed, fascist movement duriEE World War [I, the
was in the making. org tion fought complacency.

However, the rumours did not More recently, the g;rnuu‘ii has
persist and, with Saskatchewan  Sought reform in various fields and
veterans in the vanguard, the has provided many community
membership of most former  services; for instance, there are
servicemen's groups flocked tothe  hundreds of places in Canhda
legion. where the Le Hall is the only
‘Ime Legion's prime concern has  social centre,
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Lagl NovemQ

million poppl terang and their
Conada, Fluttp 1 : from t y
almost one-th people when they
pulution, the The organization
rance mide s pusands to press
this country. fu?'“tl henem
Although e e Mpro

ntion.

oril 1926, the group
ijdmenis to the
the Soldier Set-
d the Civil Service
Act. Such efforis
», unheard of

what the poppy
certain of how i
the poppy hevo
rited with reme
dead.

The associat

nol new  when e
ﬂ-'dﬂﬂlﬁd in Conad gt “rﬁr]d War, for

o hundred ond 1e scharged after the

Hme, a corres y tried to maoke
thickly poppies

Cplmant. During
‘ graves of the anadian Legion
speaking of the wvided members of

and its campaig
Bul a Canadi

ith recreation,
ance and oppor-

WilH thi;:l.’iy res fucation. mh:':jt:
= associntion, mo ma produced
“II] Flﬂﬂdﬂrﬁ FlﬂldS” ' ﬁ’:’fﬁfﬂknﬁm fog ors, and lirmfm::

Johp MoCrae

ary for

I Flamders Fiokdy the poppics hiow ?j:In:}lrEiil-rnul.&Ed *ﬁg Io E;Emﬁ'iig

Herween the erovws, FOW o row, Guelph, An arti eqlit this progratn

That miark our place; and in the sky Boor War. he & pracy rates in paris

The larks, still bravelr singing, flv gunner, the hand :
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We are the Dead, Mot days ago the line at Ypre a sense of public

We lived, fele dawn, saw sunset glow, , That was 1E e organization of-

Loved, and were loved, and nevwe we lie enemy firsl used ing advice. The
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“In Flanders Fields”

In Flanders Fields i poppies blow
Hetween e crosses, row ¢op Fow,
Thiat mark our place: amd in the sky
The farks, srill hravely singing, Iy
Searce hoegrd amid the gens befow,
We are the Dead, Short days ago

We fived, felr dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved, and were loved, and now we fie -

It Flonders fields,

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from falling hands we throw
The rarch; be vours o hold it high.
If ve break faith with us witer die

We shall not sieep, though poppics grow

In Flanders fields.

John McCrae

- Boer War, he had the eye of a adopt the poppy as the symbol of
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Remembrance
and the poppy

Last Novembet, six and a half Col. McCrae dressed hundreds of
million popples bloomed In wounded, never laking off his
Canada. Bﬂiﬁl‘m the lapels of clothes for the enlire 17 days.
almost one-third of Canada's Semetimes the dend or wounded

pulation, the symbol of Remem- acutally rolled down the bank from
E:nnm made ita 36th appearance in above Into his dugout, Sometimes
this country. ﬂl"ﬁe nw?lﬂng- the ﬂ]':la'l-val mi.di

ugh everybody knows tches of wounded, W
w&“ﬂﬁﬂ IE'-IPD}’ mel.;na, };mbnd is watch the menat work in the burial
certain of how it all began: of how  plots which were quickly filling up.

the pﬂpﬁ; became so closely assoc- Then McCrae and his unit were
inted with remembrance of the war relieved. “We are weary in body .
dead. and wearler In mind. The general

The association was certeinly impression in my mind s one of &
not new when the poppy Wwas nightmare,” he wrotea home. - ~

adopted in Canada in 1921. At least But McCrae came out of Y|

o hundred and ten J'Eﬂl‘ﬂ before that  wjyh 13 lines scrawled on a lcup;ﬁ
time, a corres ent wrote of how paper. The lines were a
thickly poppies grew over the which started: “'In Flanders {lelds
graves of the dead. He was  {he poppies blow . . . "

speaking of the Napoleonic War - _
SRl Campaign it Panders. Theic e I nes yhich ars
But a Canadian medical officer wha heard in them thelr Innermost
was chiefly responsible for this thoughts. YicCrae was thelr volce.
association, more so than any other The poem circulated as a folk son
single known faclor. : :
Sohn McCrae was a tall, bovish,  Sirculates, byfliving wordaf mouth.

43 vear-old member of the :
L‘ungdiun Medical Corps from In the United States, the poem

Guelph. An artillery veteran of the inspired the American Leglon to

gunner, the hand of a surgeon, and ~ Temembrance,

the soul of a poet when he went into In Canada, the py was - "
the line at Ypres on April 22, 1915. oficially adopted by the Great War
- That was the afterncon the  Veterans Association in 1921 on the
enemy first used poison gas. suggestion of a Mrs, E. Guerin of

The first attack failed. So did  France, But there is little doubt
the next and the next. For 17 days  that the impactof McCrae's poem
and nights the allies repulsed wave  influenced this decision.
after wave of attackers, The poem speaks of Flanders

During this period, McCrae fields. Bul the subject is universal: -
wrote: “One can see the dead lying  the fear of the dead thal will
there on the front field. And in  be forgotten, that their death will
places mﬁhfhre t]lm enem [dmrew ﬂ{g h.u'.:ﬁ] been in tvair[L : o~
an attack, they lie very on e spirit of true Remem--
ﬂlow of the German trenches,”  brance, as symbolized by the

orking from a dressing station  poppy, must be the eternal answer &

on the bank of the Yser Canal, Lt.- which belies those fears.




