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Interview with the P.M.

. The weekly newspaper people
were given an hour’s exclusive
press conference with Prime
Minister Trudeau Friday—an
unexpected pleasure.

. Chairman Jim Dills, president of
the Ontario Weekly Newspaper
Association, took along a carload of
people from here to join the
roomful of reporters from all over

southern Ontario.
The Prime Minister as usual

spoke to his audience assuming
they, like he himself, have a rea-
sonable array of intelligence. The

questions were good ones, and 80
were the answers,

Mr. Trudeau looked chipper and
healthy in a grey striped summery
swit, grey patterned tie and pink
rosebud. He looks far better in
person than on TV or newspaper
photographs—younger, less bald,
more interested and interesting.

Mr. Trudeau and his office in
Ottawa have let down the weekly
newspaper associations on differ-
ent occasions, much to the week-

lies’ embarrassment.
But this time was a good one,

Get the mail moving

Although prime minister Pierre
Trudeau asked weekly newspaper
people to support the government
inletting the postal strike continue,
‘people who need the mail look at it
from quite a different way, The
government is expected to give us
postal service, mo matter which
parly is in power. And they have
failed. * =

Is there anyone who doesn’t need

the mail for something or other? ’

Not likely.

Businessmen find ways of pro-
viding their services, and the gov-
ernment should do the same.

One company has managed tlo
win ils case against the post office
union, which may indicate a
change.

A Quebec court has ordered the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers
to pay $1,000 to Santana Inc, of
Sherbrooke, for damages arising
aut of the illegal postal strike in
April 1974. This represents only a
fraction of what the mail order
company lost-but the decision is
highly important it it sets a prece-
dent.

Free Press

To ensure delivery of Free
Presses, we have hired a trucking
service lo take the papers to rurail
post offices. The rural mailmen
who recognize their responsi-
bilities, travelled their regular
routes {or Free Presses alone for a
much smaller fee than they would
have received for carrying the re-
gular mail.

it's unfortunate there aren’t
more people like that in govern-
ment service,

Other newspapers, printed in our
plant, have cut down on their runs
considerably. Some publications,
completely dependent on the mail,
will not be printed at all.

‘S0 extra expenses add to lost

revenue,

And we know our troubles are
minimal compared to those of
some companies.

Surely when a monopoly pro-
vides a public service, both man-
agement and union should have the
obligation to keep the service oper-
ating,
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Games and goodwill

Friday — Hallowe’en — time for
child’s play. But there are a few
other things for Acton and district
children to think about.

Malnutrition is the biggest single
contributor to child mortality in the
world. Even in the midst of plenty,
10 milhion children lace starvation
each vear. Worldwide shortages
and faning harvests this year have
multiplied the number beyond im-
agination. Canada has its own
pockets of poverty but most of the
S0 million potential victims are in
the drought-stricken underdevel-
oped regions of Africa, Asia and
South America astride the Equa-
tor. |

IU's something o remember,
when thousands of costumed
Youngsters, (lushed with excite.
ment begin knocking on doors and

childish voices demand *“‘trick or
treat.™

We hope our readers will humor
them, because it's important that
the spirit of Hallowe'en enter into
every child’s life. But we hope they
will also be generous to those who
seek not candies, fruit or other
goodies for themselves, but funds
ta buy food and medicines for other
children who don't know where
their next meal is coming from.

They can be identified by the
familiar orange and black United
Nations Children's Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) collection boxes.

Hallowe'en is—and should be—a
tme for child's play. But it ought to
be for all children, not a few. It
dq{-.-;n'l cost much to mix games
with goodwill. Ringing doorbells
for those who have none to ring can
be twice the fun,

Of this and that N

The children and- teenagers of
this district have been reasonably
well behaved on Hallowe'en for
many years. Citizens will look
forward to another night of fun—no
foolishness--this week,
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rear Sir:

As o spokesman aml a representative of
the Halton Elementary Teachers' Axsocia-
tion tH.E.T A, Tam writing in response (o
lhe article in your paper dated October 8,
UOmbudsman won't enter in parents, board
battle. There are several comments attri-
buled Lo Mres. Belty Fisher which 1 feel mis-
represent the cotlective views of the ele-
mentary teachers in Halton Hegion,

Mra. Fisher alleges ‘the teachers are
afraid to speak out’. This may reflect the
viewpoint of some Individual teachers:
however, this is not the position of the Ele
mentary Teachers’ Association. There are

roveral routex available to us as leachers

and a8 An organization to discuss any silua-
tions with Board or Administration
which may arise or be of concern.

1t i» oue philosophy that these a :ahg

It be used since these p
:‘hhflup rt of all the parties involved.

‘Alth this for discussions does
‘nal :ﬁm publicity, wo feel that the re-

v .

OUR .READERS WRITE:

over the paper and bottle collec-
tion. The people had become used
to saving their newspapers and
glass bottles, and it seems a shame
no group has taken over. The high
school Oulers pioneered the idea,
and their project was taken over by
the high school band. Years ago the
Scouts raisoed money that way.

B £

suits have been most positive in solving the
problems of all the parties represented and
in fostering a better relationship and a
clearer understanding.

In addition, Mrs. Fisher states that ‘the
teachers are supporting us in this battle’.
Again, this may be the stance of some indi-
vidual leachers. But, Lhis is delinftely not
the position of the Halton Elementary Tea-
chers’ Associalion; nor have I or any other
represenlalives of our organization been
contacted by Mrs. Fisher or any other
members of her group for our viewpoint or
support in this matter. Thus, as an associa-
tion, we do not support the position assum-
ed by Mrs. Fisher's group.

As staled earlier, H.LE.T.A. prefers ta use
the chaanels of communication established
with the Board and we would appreciate
other groups following proper procedures if
and when comments are required.

Sincerely,
Carole Anne Yuzwa
President - H.E.T.A.

Grade

GRADUATES OF ACTON high school had a happ
reunion Friday. They returned from universities, col-
leges, courses and jobs for a dinner, commencement

utsta

}

13 grads grin as a group

excrceises and dance at the golf club. Here th'e'
gathered in the high school gym for a group portrait,
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Haltonr Sketches

nding educator,

Robert Little memorialized

[tobert Little was born February 7, 1835

~at Woolwich, Kentshire, England.

At an enarly age he acquired o taste for
books and at the age of 13, in 1840, he wos
appointed & Junior Assistanl at the Lan-
castrian Night School in Edinburgh. He at-
tended an academy as a student during the
day, vccupied his position as a teacher at
Lhe night school and rose al 6 a.m. to give
lessons in arithmetie to o merchant for
which he received a half erown per week.

In 1850, Little was appointed {irst of
three assistant teachers in the Sessional
School of 5t. Andrew's Parish.

In April, 1852, Hobert came to Canada
with his family and upon his arrival in Tor-
onto he presented a letler of introduction
from his teachers in Edinburgh which re-
sulted in his intreduction 1o Rev, Mr. Gale,
Principal el Knox Cellege, and subge-
quently to his appointment August 2, 1852
as teacher at 8.5, No. 5 Esquesing {near
the *'Scofch Block™).

In 1463, after a wide reputation for
successful teaching, he was appointed
Principal of Acton F’uhlir: School. tHis len-
ure at Acton was o long and fruitful ane.
He goined the respect and confidence of
both pupils and parents.

Many Acton students, of a farmer gen-
eration, vould velate the outstanding tea-

. ¢hing abilities of Robert Little or "0ld Bob
Little™ as some students referred to him.

A nerve problem in kis left arm never
impaired Mr. Little's ability to “use the
rod” for any school room “'pranks’.

A love for one of his pupils resulted in
the wedlock of Robert Little and Sarah
Johnson, the doughter of an Esquesing
farmer, on May 23, 185, They resided in
Acton and eventually had a magnificent
home buill on Church Street. The wide
halls and spacious rooms made several
citizens believe that the Little’s new home
would one dny be the nucleus of a high
school butlding for Acton. However, tﬁn
tleath of Roberl Little and a fire one cold
January night several years later, ruined
this possibility.
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Second
Re-Union

AT ACTON,
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1900...
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it was during his supervision of the
schiool thut the many fine trees on the pre
sent RHobert Little school grounds were
planted. He sent pupils into the neighbor-
g woods to bring small maple trees for
planting and assigned a scholar to ecach
tree for watering and care.

Little acted us the Knox Presbyterian
Sunilay School Superintendent for many
years and ntlhnugﬁ he was an “old fash-
ioned Presbyterian”, he subseribed to the
building fund for the new Methodist
Church in Acton.

In 1871 Robert Little was appointed In-
spector of Publie Scheols for Hallon Coun-
ty and also acted as Town Inspector of the
Board of Education for Milton and Onk-
ville, The Chief Superintendent of Educa-
tion for Ontario nominated Little as Senior
Acting Inspector of Parry Sound and Al
goma District, in 1875.

During 1880 he helped compile Lovell's
Advanced Geography which was used in

ublic schools throughout “the Domin-
ion”, In 1884 he prepared with {wo other
cducators the New Series of Ontario Schoal
Readers. He would nol accept any remamn-
eration for his work on the educational
hooks. -
Robert Little died April B, 1815, after an
aftack of typhoid fever. He was deeply
mourned by the entire community,

After the funeral services a large
gathering met in his old school room and
tributes were made by former pupils and
acquaintances,

A reunion of Little's “ald pupils™ was’
held in July, 1894, and again in July 1900,
Trains brought old school mates fram dis- ©
lant points together for the unveiling of a
pgramite monument July 13, 1900, at Mr.
Little's grave in Fairview Cemetery, Ac-
ton.

Activities during the weekend reunion
included o visit to the old schoo)l house,
{oury around the sireets of Acton, o ban-
quet held at the school and an open air con-
¢ceri—featuring the Acton Cornet Band -
with recitals and music held in the Town
Hall in the evening.

Hobert Little School in Acton is a monu-
ment {o an educator who was held in high
esteemn by his pupils and who helped ele-
vate the schoo] standards in this province.

ROBERT LITTLE, former principal
of Acton school, became a
county - inspector in 1874.
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PUPILS OF the late Robert Little held a reunion and gathered around his
tombstone in Fairview cemetery for a group portrait.
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The Free Press
Back issues

20 years ago

Tuken from Lhe ssue of e I'ree Pross
of Thursday, Nuovemherd, 1955,
Avton Heemen e n brief call Inte Fri-
thvy  ifternonn ol Neil's  Serviee Stotion -
whieree senakes bine§ Deveeny nestfe i curling from
e living gunrtiers buek of the stotion. ;
CPanngle was ot extensive and waler
winsy pof o] Cioime of thas (e s not known, |
There wiw ne o in the bublding when (he -
neniokis wos poticed Ly o pimhlrrﬁy. :
Mes Charles leller wiin hostess for the -
Ogteidser meeting of the Moshe Study group,
vehets Metehebunohn's Seoteh Symphony was |
The work of the cvening A recordingt of the :
wyinpshany  antl o eeeorded cammeniary -
wiree plinyedd '
Theme witelies and ghosty aaed hobors That
beadred ms frighlening on Monday evening
larh"-"l'ri ter bvwee beelly veegiees ined sensihility. .
bidlowe" e eivrmange b lecan was sligtht with -
wiees and treen festooned aath pagper and
TR I 18 I s loe e dlorag

Two Halton leachers, aih o conbined &
serviee of nenrky 8 seart carse honnped at
thee annual coenventias Froday Acton's
Iisy Foluter e Boarlogion's 3 A Tawk.
hart were both presented wilb paintings n
teibtate: fren (hear felloes licechors

. 50 years ago

Taken Iram the bwue of the Free Presy
ol Theersday, Octoler 29, 1927

Acton Uitlrens” Boantd will apnin inau- |
pirade o sane and enjovable Hallowe’'vn
celebration with o F.‘lh’l{ ¢ Thae 1nisaier-
addiers will foliow The bhasnd in regular ordor in
P aned fours sixc feel apart Prizes will be
awarded. The jwlnipg will take place ane
Main St between the Government Building
antt the Hyvdro Shop

About 156 of the neighbors amfl Mrends of

- Mr.and Mrs. David MeEnery assembled at

thear hane ot Rallinafad to say farewell
prior 1o thesr moving 1o Acton,

tine nf the- best knenen lesther men an the
vantinent Mre Meler A Smilli of Avton, who
s spenl 52 vears in the tanning business, -
has resignedshis position. For 34 veoars he
has been anager of the sole jeather tan-
neries Oof Messes Boardmiore and Co, When
the tannery of this company was huilt at
Hravebroulge be aceepted The MEINAgershp
and suecessfully :-nmllurl:l-ri this targe busi-
ness bl fowr vears apgo when he moved (o
Acton thir citizens will be pleased 1o kinow it
1% ot e ljr{-:-;a-m stbenbinn of Me. and Mrs,
Arsith aned MMiss Smille to feave Aceton,

There are five polling plices for the elec-
bion today. North of )M ih SL: AL the Tewn
Half, A tol, in the fire brigade’s room: M to
A in the Free Librory; South of Mill; in
Tony Scynuk’s near the Baptist church A lo
(x; H to M¢ in the Customs Rooms rear of
the Post Office and M to Z in Woadhall and
MeKay's stare,

Thee baned elecled its olficers, Hand-
nuster A, Mason, honerary president J. C. .
Hill, president 6. A Ehills, vice-president.
Janwes Smith, assistant bandhmaster John
Allan, sceretary Goeo Hn%wr. cominitlecman
A. Holland., A splendid banguet and social
evening  {ollowed  the busiess  session,
arrangd by [0 Spiclvogel, with toasts by [
Chalmers, Beeve Barber, G, 10 Agnew, CH.
Harrison and wusical manbers by George
Masem, Charples Landsborough, Cumphell
Currie and the baswd male gquarietis

/5 years ago

Taken from the fssuye of the Free Press
of Thursday, Oclober 2, 194

The Rowlands Comedy Co. have been
plaving o food Bouses in The town hall dur-
mg the week. They are consjderably above
the averoge trovelling company and their
I‘al{ljrsa nre clean m every respect. The mem-
ers are quile at honwe in tLu Irish roles,

The clectreie Hphl serviee was somewhat
demaoralized Jast week when transformers
Blew oul on Frederick St Bower Avee joud
i AL St between Willow snd Elgin and
el stores and resitlences in darkness,

Interesting public mectings in the inter-
ests of the Wamen's Christiaon Temperance -
Unlon were held s the Melluslist chuareh,
Aliss Charlotie Wiggins, the lecturer, spoke
an the necd for temperanee work aned how 1o
avercame the cigarette ovel. Touching upan
wernen s suflfrage she deeined women (o he .
e equiad of menand decliared 4hat when wo-
men enter peditios, polities will be elean and -
moral issues will bee Tought to o sugccessiiel .
terminalbion ;

The death on Thinksptiving evening of -
Mrs MeKee, wifo of Mr J 1 MeKee, drug- -
pist, came &as a shock  Since bwecoming a
mather two months ago she has been i a
precarinus state ol health, She came tn
Acton two vears aggo as a brde :

Word comaes from Transvaal that Corp
Ballenting: aned Gunner Moore are ol right

The generaous showers on Thursday Blled
up the cisterns for the winter

Mr Jdehin Livwson's new residence at the |
corner of Churceh and Willow s up and ¢n-
chised.

Thanksgiving was i gread day on the poll |
Hnks. Most of the players i tovwn were out
and they had numerous spectators
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