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School for the community

It's good to see that the new high
school will be considered
“community-oriented’’. The
gymnasium and the cafeteria
auditorium are located so they can
be readily used by people in the
gchool on evenings and weekends,

Gone are the days when schools
were open only in the daytime, the
gleaming floors protected from the
rigors of dusty adult shoe-soles.
Gradually the policy has been
changed, It has become more and
more simple to arrange for use of
schools for sports and night school
classes.

Now community use has been a
consideration right [rom the
beginning of planning this beautiful
new high school.

The design also allows for the
addition of a community facility
such as a day care centre - long a
need in this town of many working
mothers,

When the high school is ready in
Scptemher of 19877, there will be

 fFree Press

four schools in town, all available
for extra-hours activities, There
will be five gyms - counting the Y.
M. C. A, - for adult fun games of
badminton, basketball and
volleyball as well as the organized
sports classes there,

Another aspoct of the high
school’s interest in the community
is its upcoming organization of
councils to discuss matters of
general concern,

A newsletter which went out to
parents of high school students last
week helps pull together the ties of
community and school, which
perhaps have become loose.

The Home and School
Association no longer functions and
the gap must be bridged other
WAYS.

The schools are doing a good job
of it, with regular communication
with the homes through letters,
special programs, and their
contributions to the Youth Page of
the paper,

lditorial Page

-

It takes dimes, not pennies

Hallowe'en is coming, and for
yvears in Acton it’s become a habit
to save pennies beforehand, to dole
out to the costumed callers at the
door who carry UNICEF boxes.
This year, though, the UNICEF
people are pointing out that costs
areup a great deal, and it takes far

» more pennies than it used to,
iproviding aid for children
‘overseas.

Hallowe'en collections from
warm-hearted children provided 26
per cent of the total UNICEF
Canada budget in 1974, of & total of
$3,290,513.

Projects officially supported by
UNICEF Canada, using Halowe'en
donatipns, include a rural water
supply project in Nigeria, pre-
schoo! children’s services in the
Caribbean, rural piped water
program in Malawi, health
services, rural water supply and
non-formal education is Botswana,
clean water supply program in

Pakistan, emergency weli drilling
in India, rural school library
programs in West Malaysia, dried
freeze vaccine project and text
book production in Sri Lanka.

This year, it takes more
donations of nickels and dimes and
quarters, as well as those ever-
present pennies.

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Venturers programs need money o
operate, and this coming Friday
and Saturday are-the two days of
the year these boys ask directly for
financial sdpport from the
community. They'll be going-door-
to-deor and standing on street
corners with their baskets of
gleaming rosy apples and their
tags. - '

They're not selling apples.

They're waiting for your
donation to support the groups in
Acton, and that juicy apple is just
your “Thanks You' gesture from
the gratetul boys.
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Re “Go Ask Alice” Controversy

Time and time uru in, in every commun-
ity large and small, certain vocal indivi-
duals have been responsible for banning
"nhscene’’ books Tor deseribing the sexual
net in animalistic, socially vnoeceptnble
terms. If vou have taught vour children the
{rue meaning of love and marvinge: that
»ex in itsell is merely one small part of o
lasting, warm relationship hetween two in-
dividuails who should also be friends, com-
panions, helpmales, as well as lovers, why
do you worry”

Il you have shown them by your own ox-
Amphke that marriage is o willing ond loving
parinership, made openly binding by the le-
gal commitment of marriage to cach other.
they should be Mully aware that sex in itself
und of [tself is a meaningless act, again 1
a8k, why are vou so upsetl?

You cannot ghelter vaur children from
the seamier side of life. By banning this
book or any book you make its sales soar;
by taking it o forbidden thing you automa-
tically increase its “thrill” value and em-
phasize the negative least imporlant aspect
of it. The story dramatically flustrates the
power of children's peer pressure groups
and the disnstrous. tragic results that occur

when drugs become a way of life.

Communicate with your children; teach
them by vour own words and deeds the dif-
ference between rvight and wrong: give
them credit for their own intolligence. They
can recognize. with vour gentle guidance,
\he difference belween a warm loving par-
tnership of adults and the emply, rather
sordid altempt of a troublcd 1mmature

young mind to find comiort and solnce
through sex alone.

{hirs is o sociely in which sex has been
and is vostly over-emphasized; adults and
children alike are exposed o many false
vilues bombarded through all media-
books, television, movies ele.

Is it nol better to introduce stch topics as
are deall with in “Go Ask Alice™ through
such agencies as our educational system so
thiet children can be guided to question the
validity of its conlents with professional
edurators and with their parents in open
frank discusslons? 1s it to be preferred that
they buy such books in secerel and take only
superficial, relatively insignificant parts af
it 1o read, and make their own unguided
apinions of it7

if vou ban the book, they will neverthe-
less read it—if they see beyond the few ob-
jeetionable passaeges to the hasically tragice
story within, will they net consider them-
seives even more alienated lrom “parents
who don’t understand them™?

Of course the language is offensive; but |
doutit tha! our young are unfamiliar with
the lerms used. They are exposed to many
influences and it is up to us to put things in
their proper prospective, o accentuate the
pesitive hut akso to recognize that negatives
exist and minimize them.

High school students are not children. Al
too soon they reach eighteen by which time
they can drive cars, vote, get married. It is

the parents’ responsiblity ond through -

them the educational system to prepare our
voung people to cope with all incets of mod-
'rn sociely, o function reasonably well in
.whaltl at ltmes seems an unpeasonable
AQOT I

Mrs. B. W. Jones

12 Norman Ave,

Halton OSSTF disagree

The Edilor.

Dear Sir:

I write in response Lo an article in your
paper dated October 18, “Ombudsman
won tenter in parents, board baltle™. My
particular concern is with the comments
attributed to Mrs. Betty Fisher, lwo in
particular.

She is quoted as saying that teachers are
alraid to speak out. This may be true of
some individual teachers, but it is not true
. of teachers as o federation. We in Halton
District 9, Ontario School Ten-
chers’' Federation have decided that little
iﬁub&g&hﬁdwwn : a war of words i:

press. We s arcibly, we spea
ciearly, but m direetly to the trus-
lees and a tioo of the Halton
Board of Education. This in no wey Indi-
cates a fear, but rather a clear desire not

to [ight private baltles in a public arena,

We huve many avenues ol discussion
and negotiation with our Board and the
mutual trust and respect we strive for is
not advanced by puhﬁy airing our diff-
erences. Responsible ple settie their
differences in responsible ways.

The second point on which Mrs. Fisher
::mjtlt disagree is her smter;ae:m uthe
eachers are supporting us in this battle.”
If “'the teachers” means *'the teachers I
have talked to™ then t agree perhaps that
this stalement is true. However, if “‘the
teachers™ is interprtttd o mean
“0.5.5.T.F. District 9" or "the Secondary
Teachers of Halton" then | must disagree.

The Council of District 9 0.5.5.T.F., the
elected jentatives of the 1,110 Secon-
dary tea
have a poli
group.

which Mrs. Fisher's
r, the Council, to my know-

rs in Halton, definitely do not -

N ool R, T
ot v b dna d B A
g e -"I':.... e, L N
o ] ' %
2 1' 'I " | L]

ST x :
L T i .-4I.|JL . ~ u B aar . & ,
R -,t'ﬁ:in--::t."-'- e o
e =

Al ..-.-r.l'.g"d_-.l-'fi.‘_!- T

e AL A ‘L-Eﬁt phbm gl £ e R

R TR

L Ml R S S AR s L
L --tl i [ 1 L r ‘

T % ._‘. AR il e o AT .

e e e e T A

i q.; e,

oo w4 T e O S (R iy :

L] . -_"' ‘..- '_"\'II_ -'.'t'-!“":"r...l.'i\ = 3
o . l|:| 1'. -y 2

¥ a ag !
LR e | .

ot e n
R

T T T T T T T e T S R T T, B T T T T T T T Ty T T e B T T B e i o T e

e bl ey h ﬂ.' A *ﬂl*ki -

B

Sugar and Spice

One of my recucring dreams 1s that all

~my teeth are ecrumbling, and breaking off

tike toast. It's o terrible pightmare and |

alwnys wake up sweating, jam some
fingers into my mouth .ad groan with

reliel when 1 {ind the teeth are still there,

and with pain because T have hilten thy

fingers.

Totlay [ feel that I'm having. o
daymare, rather than o nightmare. Last
night al dinner, one of my [ront {eeth enme
away in the midst of a glorious dish of
curried chicken. 1 love curried chieken,
and this time my wife had exceiled herself,
whatever thal means, but I am not keen on
curried chicken with {eeth in it, even when
they are my own. :

Howoever, this incident dis not alarm
me, unduly or otherwise. It was only my
peg tooth, Every couple of months it comes
unscrewed or whaiever. ! carefully comb
it out of the soup or spaghetti, trot down 1o
the dentist with it clutched in my hand; he

by bill smiley

dusts i off, pops it back in, cements it in
place and I'm back in business, siulfing
my puls. -

But this morning, munching my mating
(in {bis citse a ripe yellow pear that tasted,
a5 so much fruil does nowndays, like wet
cardboard), T crunched on romething

. hard. Now I know that pears do not have

either hones or stones. They have pips.
And 1 knew that this partlicular pear did
nel even have a pip, because my loving
wile, knowing 1 was one tooth short from
the night before, had disembowelled it
Right, another front tooth broken off, just
beside the missing peg.

There was no pain in either case. Just a
sense of horrer and self-disgust, as [ have
in the nightmare. IU's bad enough to pull a
{illing when enting toffee, or to snap off o
hit af molar when you crunch down on an
unsuspected beef-bone, or even to have an
aching tooth yanked. But to have one
hreak off when ealing an over-ripe pear. . .
Yeeecech!
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ledge, has never received any reguests tor
support from Mrs. Fisher.

We, the Sécﬂndary Teachers of Halton,
try not to involve others in our private
batlles and we would appreciate oihors not

involving us in theirs, especially without
asking for our support.
Yours truly,

Peter Gayfer
President
District 9 0.8 8. T.F.

Reverse censorship in schools

Dear Sir.

With regard to the literature in the
schools, 1 would say there is censor-
ship . . . censorship in reverse. For the
books written in the kind of language con-
ducive to the learning of good writing, read-
ing, and speech habits are gradually being
negle¢ted and those of questionable taste
are taking over the English language
classes just as the pornographic movies are
taking over Lhe mavie industry.

English is not being taught. Social philo-
sophy has taken its place and this is the rea-
son why our voung people are not as literate
as they should be. They are also being de-
nicd a good background in the basics of
English literature which in turn prohibits
them from calling themselves educated in
uny sense of the werk.

We are drowning in trash outside the
school. Some homes have only trashy
magazines, some homes are completely de-
void of books, some homes have not the lan-
Fuuge skills to pass on to their children the
anguage of their adopted country and some
homes have no culture other than that of the
trashy kind now prevalent in the schools.

Don't the children from these homes de
serve to be introduced to the literature that
lights up the language o that in years lo
come they will look upen their lJanguage as
0 thing of beauty, not a thing of ugliness?
The English language ts unlimited in its
versatility.

Contrary to popular opinion the parents
of the past were no better and no worse than
those of today and they were just as varied.

But the school was constant, the school was
the bastion for all the kids: the bastion of
their security. The school was safe and the
school was right and when the schools do
their job the country prospers and 1 think
they used to do their job.

Qur trustees say there arc more kids
staying at school. This is truv: But studying
hooks such as “Go Ask Alice' doesn’t educate
them, so that if they are unable to read de-
cent books wrilten in decent English they
may as well be out al work and relieving
their parents of the linancial burden they
are forced to carry for 18 years.

The trouble is, the kids don't have the
reading level to read good books because
they haven't been studying English proper-
lv in arder to get to this state. English is like
sMath inasmuch that books in one grade
should lead to a higher level in another
grade. But some classes have trashy liter-
alure mixed up with books that are only {it
to be studied at university and [ am sure the
grade nine students don't understand them.
They have eucrflhing but good English
literature suitable {or teaching them in
good solid steps how to get their reading
ability to improve. :

This will have to change or the English
language is doomed in Canada. T can only
pray that the other English :-:Eeaking
countries are playing their part in keeping
the language in all its beauty and versa-
tility. The kids, of course, don’t know what
they are missing. How could they?

Betty A. Hansford.

Paper and bottle drive

Dear Editor:

[ would just like to comment on the
paper and botUe drive the High School has
undertaken in the past couple of years. |
think they did a great job and provided a
worthwhile service for our town

Bul now it’'s time for Lhe town to do their
share. The collection of bottles and papers
should be undertaken by the town. I{ would
certainly be easier {or them lo do it rather
than just a smail group, ]

Pollution: is a very scrious problem and
we're not doing everything we can to help
solve il.

[ for one wouldn't mind paying a fee each
month to have my glass and newspapers
collected.

Yours truly,
A Concerned Citizen

. —with boxes full of bottles and papers.

Thank you for
listening.

£ slil]l wasn't plunged into Lthe depths,
Some people go for years with no hair on
thelr  heads tand  plant  articles
magazines supggesting baldies are more
virile). Others go ol their Hves with no
bhrains to speak of. | rechoned [ could get
through the day without two teeth.

And 1 did. But by noon, the tip.of my
tongue wis raw and shredded, from
thrusting It intn thot jJagged crevice
(crevasse?),

But [ way coping. And I knew thot if |
hustled down to my friendly dentist, be
would squeeze me in somehow, and palch
me up somchow

I should have known betler. From my

alr force days, | know that disasters
always come in threes,

IRight int the middleof a bhrilliant lesson

on the use of four-letter works in Viclorien -

literature ¢such as "jegs™ ), somebody,
somehow, rammed a red-hot needdle into a
toath in my lower jaw-bone, four teeth and
lwo spaces from the missing ones.

I almost screamed aloud. | sereamed

silently. The needle woas ' remaved.
Two minutes later, thal red-hot needle
plunged into the tooth directly above (1]
have two teeth on that side, upper and
lower, and they are [airly friendly with
cach other, because there is nobody else
around.)

This time | couldn't help it. | emitted,
“Huh!", as though someone were driving
a stake th.rough my heart. | sagged into my
chair, white and shaken,

You can always depend on students.
They rally around when things are tough,
despite their oulward cynicism. They're
all heart inside that tough exlerior.

“1 think the old sod's havenna har-
datak. Wuddell we do?” -

“Jeez, | hope he hazzen godour Lests
marked yet, I think 1 failed mine.”

“Maybe he’sljusl godda bad hangover.
Stap him in the face a coupla limes and he
might come around.”

I came out of it, of course, and
pretended § was enacting Heathelifl's grief
in Wuthering Heights. When they locked as
though they didn't believe me, 1 curled
back my bottom lip and snarled al them
with my new gap-loothed look. They shut

up.

When everything cooled down, |
realized that my back teeth were merely
expressing sympathy for my lost {ront
teeth. Jt made them lonier than ever. But
they didn't have to shriek their sympathy
at such volume.

My whole jaw has been aching for the
remainder of this dark day, but the red-hot
needie has cooled to a blunt instrument.

As soon as | finish telling you this fas-
cinating episode of a continued story
called "One Man's Fangs,” I'm geing
straight to the dentist, and have him rip
every tattered remnant of bone out of my
head.

Then | am going up to the hospital and
have Lthe calcium chipped off my right foot-
bone, my gall-bladder removed, just in
case it ever acts up, a heart-pacer put in,
and three or four pints of blood, in the
event of anemia. I might even have my
cars pierced, just for the hell of it

[ don't trust the old carcass any more.
If my teeth start crumbling when I'm just
a broth of a boy, who knows what bits ang

pieces may lall off when I'm 85, as | fully
intend to be?
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The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken Trom the lasue of the Free Prean,
Octaber 27, 1853,

Fleat Distrilet Maotel s under constructlon
it few tdles east of Acton, this side of the
Sevienih Lo, sitnl iy eapected te bae finishel
by next spring. The Weinit twllding is Deing
erected by Norton Rros of Limehouse and
Gieergetown, 10 s eated on four-nnd-n-hadl
aeres of Innd, ael back from the highway
anek ringed by a0 seml ehrele of evergreoens

Seotite e enbs heded asse of thelr regobar
putper collectionn on SMurday  The boys
emlled from door Lea-edonr i} nh-r fevwnr el
pileed thae tandles of P s Hers noed magn
rines apd o brucks whibeh bk baea bent fore the
project The prper wis not as heavy as ip
1hae it I'!I“l'l'”ﬂ“r it it biedd CVTITE iﬂf:““ﬂnH
for thee seond ol eube funedn

Pl ieee bt annde for By bazaar ondd
e whileh the Hratherbiewt of  Anglican
Churchimen b spureoriog in Decomber, The
H”“lll met in the Parksh Halb Tharsday
vt of st week The gnen nee mnking
nllhe arringementsind seticles for the ba-
i themtiselven _ .

Abait 2 enradled for A pighl sedout
Clinses In Basie Tonglish al Hue high sclion)
s Mooy eventng. ‘The elusues Lhis vear
Whlk bres frooess 7 ta % pom enrh Mondny. There
In enly e tepehor this yeue, (keur 1, Drlf-
breer ool (hes hiigth secbsol wlafd

50 years ago

Talen frosn the basue of the Free Press.,
fretalwr 22, 1925,

Anniversary Ty at Knox Churel Jast
Suntiny was an event of el watisluetlon
o the cangregation T broving aulurnn
wenther wis favorahle, and the attendanes
wikn lurge ol hoth seryiees

Hev Norman MucEachern, pastor of
Honar Chuarch, Toroulo, in an o eloguent
preacher andl bis diseourses were rieh in
thaugght, abandant in dnspdration and provs
callve of serlous reflection by the leaders,

A miscellaneous shower wias tenderiod
Miss ldna Jubnston, one of aur prospectjve
brides, by her Iriemwls and peighbors on
Tuesduy evening at the family residence,
first  line. Many beautiful and  usefol
presents werse peeeived

alr. e Mrs Bertland Conover, and
Miss Albertha, of Erinnlale, visited af the
home  of  Mrso Hedwel  Bennett,  Lake
Avense, on Swda

Mr. and Mrs, Norman Damelds, of (Galt,
visitesd Mr. and Mra, Alfred Soper during
b werk

Captain Thamas 13 Henderson, whao
spent the summer in the west, has beep al
i hame of bas bhrother, Mr ¢ C. Hepder-
son, Hower Avenue, ducing the werk.

An advertisement for the Government
Charter Trade Schools Free Employmoent
services listed an ad for 5 men wonted at
$ to 310 daily to be employed os Autn
Moechanics, Engineers, Chaulfeurs  and
Sialesmen

A largely nttended meeting of the Halton
County Progressive  Conservalive
Associntion was held in Milton Jast Wed
nesday evening. President Norm Wriggle-
warlth of Anbgrove, occupicd the chale. The
meeting  discussed  the guestion a8 o
whether or not it would te advisable to
place a cundidate in the field. 1t was finnlly
idiccided not Lo oo so

/5 yéars ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Preas,
Thugsday, (iclober 13, 19040,

The ladies of Knox church, Actan, ex-
lend 4 cordial invitatlon to the cilizens of
Acton to attend their social and lecture on
the evening of Thanksgiving. After supper
in the basement Rev, Thos, Wilkon of
London, o splendid speaker, will deliver his
lecture on South Africa. The Hmelight
views af South Africa uand its greal bottle
fields will be worth seeing.

The long drought was broken by copious
rains un Saturday night and Sunday, The
weather the past two months has been ex-
ceptiomally dry. Many wells and springs
have given out, The most serjous in this res-
pect is the drying up of the big spring on the
third line which [eeds the creek running
through Acten. This spring was never dry
hefore.

Last Salurday an ¢leven drove {rom
Aclonto have a friendly ericket mateh wilh
Georgetown. The Acton leam has had po
practice and has dene naplaying for 15 or 16
years, with the exception of the game at the
Old Boys' reunion. Georgetown had the ad-
vantage of considerable practice. They
take things allogelher toe serious)y, for in
order to make a strong team they brought
aver two or three of the best pluyers of the
Stewarltown eleven, (O course Aclon was
defeated Scoring for Acton: T. T. Moore,
John Clark, ;. Hayward, 1. . Moore, .
Gardner, A, E. Nicklin, €. C Speight, W,
Witliams. M. Henderson, G. Hynds, Good-
wHlie, Weatherald and Cross
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