Another wonderful fair

The fine weather that always
graces Acton fair seemed chancy
this year, with drizzling rain both
Friday and Saturday nights and
upsetting weather reports of low
clouds and Celsiuses.

But come noon, the skies
cleared up each day to entice the
crowds down to the park.

Again, Acton fair proved to be a
community event rather than one
geared just toward the farming
community,

There is plenty of entertainment
and it's suitable for everybedy, of
all ages and occupations. And
“everybody' is who went to the
fair! Friends met friends - children
met animals. It was a couple of
days for reunions and chatting, as
well as for enjoying the many
exhibits and competitions.

The three-day format proved
more successful than last vear.
More attention had been lavished
on the Sunday program. And no
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doubt in other years it will be even
better, now that it is well
established as a part of the fair.
There was plenty of time Sunday
afternoon for a lefsurely
presentation of the fiddlers contest
and talent show in the arena and
more room and time for the
English and Weslern horse show
outdoors.

The Miss Acton Fair cantest has
become a great drawing card. The
girls are great sports to enter their
names, and all say they enjoy the
experience very much. All 19 were
really winners.

. Of course there were difficulties

for the fair board members, who
work more gruelling hours than
ever with three-day fairs. There
were the inevilable snags.

But the happy throngs of people.
didn't know anything about the,
problems...just the pleasures.

Thanks for the fair board for
another great weekend.
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Election trend hits

Ontario Progressive Con-
servatives were sapped of their
strength in the legislature
Thursday in a rebuff of Davis rule,
and Halton-Burlington candidate
Gary Dawkins was one of those
who went down to defeat.

He polled about 460 votes less
than victorious Liberal Julian
Reed, and the electorate here now
find themselves in the unusual
. position of having a representative

who is with the house minority.

Dawkins and his disappointed
supporters blame his loss on the
general trend in the province.
Dawkins says probably they under-
estimated the strength of people’s
distaste for the imposition of
regional government, the green
belt corridor, the hydro line due to
slice so close to us, control to be
enforced by the Niagara escarp-
ment commission, and other
ISSUes.

- A choice for ourselves

-Acton people have been com-
plaining about regional govern-
ment being foisted up on us. About
a lack of control. About our work
force coming up from Georgetown
daily. About school decisions.
About garbage caollection.

About what Acton has lost. Last
Thursday Acton lost its chance to
have a member of parliament in
the government in power and this
lime Acton people made the
gecision all themselves,

Sixty per cent of the people in
Acton voted against their home

lown candidate, M.Z. Bennett
school principal Gary Dawkins.
Forty per cent voted for him.
And this after what all party
workers agree was a strong
campaign. ' E
A supportive, cross-party-line

.vote in Acton could have put him in

the house.
But it was not time for forgetting
party loyalties and party politics.
The trend was against the
government. Especially, here,
against regional government and
against Davis as leader.,

Here are the figures

The voting in Halton-Burlingten
was 72.1 per cent, above the
provintial average, showing the
candidates had stimulated interest
here. The volers went out fairly
well despite the day-long rain,

Voling trends show that the new
riding, formed from the former
riding of Halton East and Halton
West, split along the same line with
former Jim Snow territory going
Liberal and former George Kerr
country going Conservative.

In his native Acton Gary
Dawkins won the most polls, plus
Nassagaweya and apart of
Burlington.

Julian Reed touk the most polls
in northern Oakville, Milton,
ksquesing and Georgetown.

The former Kerr riding included
Acton, Nassagweya and Burling-
ton.

The powerful Liberal upsurge
here exceeded the provincial
average while the NDP vote was
below the provincial average. The
Conservative vote was about even
with the provincial figure.

In this riding the Liberals took
39.13 of the popular vote, while
laking only 34 per cent pro-
vincially. Conservatives took 37.5
percent here and 36 provincially.
The NDP took 23.37 here and 29 per
cent provincially.

Dawkins supporters started
election day confident their man
would be victorious in his home
town. By the end of the day they
knew better, even if they didn't
know why for sure.

- Acton provided him with only a
403 vote plurality, while in
Esquesing Julian Reed had a 633
vote lead. Apparently Reed won all
down the proposed hydro line
route, |

Bill Johnson rolled up NDP
support through out the riding with
d number of close polls. He won
three polls in Georgetown, two in
his native Nassagweya, two in
Acton and one in Milton, but he tied
or exceeded the Conservative vote
in another 13 polls. He tied or
exceeded the Liberal vote in 12
polls. This NDP showing is strong
and reflects the provincial swing.

Representative in opposition

It's a change for this riding to
have a representauve in the

opposition, Recently the riding has
had a member with the govern-
ment in power, but this could have
been due to the preponderance of
volers in the south end.

It will remain to be seen how
Halton-Burlington's new voice will
be effective at Queens Park as the
province changes te minority
government. There are aiready
predictions of a short span for them
all, before another election is
called.

Passing comments

Another meeting scheduled for
this week will see progress toward
the opening of the multi-service
‘centre in the Y. The group's very

commendable aim is to “increase
the availability and effectiveness
of Social and Health Services to the
Acton and area residents.”

Horsepower in

two shapes
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HORSE PULL was an innovation for the fal] fair program
Sunday. it was held on the track, with chilly spectators
applauding the four plucky teams of competing horses. The
straining winning team is pictured as it moves its highest
weight, 8000 pounds. This amounts to two tons per horse,

Alter the contest, assistants piled all the sandbags and them-
selves on the skid to see if Brent Marshall could pull them
with his tractor. He could!

Suga.r and Spice

Just a few mare notes on my trip to
Saskatchewan. If you are bored, turn to
the classified ads. .

Thal's not just a wisecrack. A western
publisher who runs my column, said:
“You're right up there with the classified,
when it comes lo readers.”

“Thanks a lot," [ muttered rather
dourly. Turns out it was a compliment,
The classilied ads are the best-read part of
many weeklies.

Anyway, perhaps the nicest thing I can
say about Saskittchewan is that §'d love to
po hack, 30 years younger, and with two or
three months to spend.

After I got home, I discovered [ have a
horde of cousins in Saskatoon, and they're
going 1o be sore as hell when they learn |
was there for a few days and didn't call
them,

Hut that's my problem, and maybe I'll
see some of them at the great Thomson
{family reunion at the “old homestead® on
the Calumet Island in the middle of the
Ottawa River next month.

It's casier to get from here to England
than it is to get from here to Calumet
Island, but I'm going to bust a gut trying to
make it. My grandfather was slidemaster
there in the great days of lumbering on the
Ottawa, and most of my western kinfolk
sprang, originally, from his stalwart loins.

speaking of loins, [ didn't see any in
Suskalchewan. But [ did see a bald-headed
eagle, as well as a lew bald-headed
vditors.

Fither it was a bald eagle, or a dirty
great crow who had just had his hair dyed
blonde. As far as I'm concerned, it was an
cagle, just as that pike I caught not weighs
just under 16 pounds.
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CAN ANYONE identify these neatly-dressed you
skirts, tucked and trimmed h};uuseﬂ. high

pleated

by biil smiley

And those western crows! | spolted a2
vast black bird skimming through the
spruce. "“What in the name of dear Heaven
is that?” 1 enquired. “Crow"”, multered
our laconic guide, Ovide, rather con-
templuously,

Later 1 learned that these “‘crows",
which look about the size of a Canada
goase, are reatly ravens, about three times
the size of a common, or eastern crow.

I also heard some wolves, but they
turned oul to be voung Indians, dand the
walf calls were directed at pretty voung
Indians of the opposite sex.’

Ovide, the guide, didn't, 1 am sure,
realize thatl he was named after a famous
Roman poel of erotic verse, but he had
some of the characteristics. “Caught a
real big fish last night,” he averred.
straight-faced, outlining with his hands the
shape of the fish, which was more of a bird
than a fish, to my thinking.

Let's see, what otber great adventures
did T have? Oh, yes. I met o prairie far-
mer, in his seventies, who was up for the
fishing. German background, solid type.
figured to be a gentle man, and he had the
most appalling string of profanity ['ve
heard since 1 left the air force,

Did you ever see i law student try to
change a flat tire on a big bus? Nice lad.

Had been in the Mounties, couldn't stand:

the erap of the upper echelons, wha are
still in the Viclorian age, had quit, was
poing through law school. and then was
going back into the Mounties, to try to o
something about it Stout chap and [ hope

he makes it But be sure had a battle with

that tire, while we stood on the road and
watched the perfect Vs of geese starting
their long trek south,

Away up there in the northern wilds,

where the call of loons and the sport of a
moose are to be expected, F was startled.

women, all with
collars, swooped hair

and tight lips? How about this guess: Clara Moore's Sunday School class.

Went to a lodge with the rest of the pang
and wound ap plaving shulfleboard and
shiooling pool with o preat fire in the
lireplace. T felt sort of disconneeted,

It ain’t cheap up there. Beought a rate
card home with me. A modern cabin runs
$E20 o week. Boul, abowul $54 a0 weck.
Mator, ahout $60 &t week. Plus gas, biait,
fish filleting, fish freczing, and food. A
fishing guide is about $20 a day, but worth
it Thad all this for zileh money, thanks to
the government of Sask. and my good
hosts, the Martins,

But on the other hand, #'s not really
expensive, if shared hy a group. That
cabin held eight people, or could have, and
wits completely furpished and heated. A
crumby coltage in Ontario, on an over-
crowdedl beach, with no fishing, could cost
as much or mure.

Hack to Saskatoon after a 10-hour-bus-
ride, and overyvhody exhausted. Some of
these crazy, intrepid westerners took off
for home, Oh, it's only 280 miles.™

Got wangled into a lobster dinner, when
atl [ wanted was bed and a warm plass of
milk. Ordering lobster in Saskatoon is Like
going to Halifax and saying: “Hring me a
big western steak.” Stupid.

Missed miy flight home. Called the old
Trouble "n Strife, who was expecting me
that night, 1,200 miles away. Cost moe §13.
Wokeupinthe morning with a heavy chest
cold and o foverish feeling that 1'9 been off
to another planet for a week.

But I wouldn't have missed it for the
world, It's not every dav you see a bald-
headed cagle.

Campaign
manager
comments

A number of people have approached
me since last Thursday, with the ideq, that

Gary Dawktos didn’t win in the election be-

cause the community nf Acton fmled him
In replity, the populiation of Acten, like
prople in many other areas, chose not to
suppart the P.C. party.

I feel that our campaign commillee
made a serious misjudgient in not recog.
nizing this feeling v Acton. We were well
aware af the same sentiment in the ather
commmunities  which  make up  Hallon-
Burlington.

We knew the election was going 1o be
very close and we hoped that Acton would
give Gary a plurality of more than 10
votes which would ultimately make the
dif ference between winning and lasing. [
personally felt this was going o happen
until | saw the results on Fhursday night.

In addition Julian Reed spent o great
deal of fime here. At the time, I questioned
the logic of this strategy because all of my
contact with people in Acton led me to be-
lieve that we were too firmly entrenched.

But as everyone knows, 1lhe only
relevant poll is taken on election day. The
results  show  that  Heed and  Johnson
together got almost 60 per cent of the vole in
Acten. Dawkins took slightly more than 40
per cent. : |

The averall results in (ntario were nol

vod for the P.C. party bul they were g
isaster for the Liberals. The Liberal party
which ted all of the pre-election day polls
actually is the third party in the provincial

. parliament.

The prospects of improving this
position inan t:ﬁ:*ttinn now expected for 1976
are oot greal. [ eannot speak for Gary, but
personally 1 want another try!

Thank you.
Fred Dawkins,
Campaign Manager.
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20 years ago

Taken from the [ssue of the Free Press
Thuradny, Seplember 29, 1935,

Al the high school flell day BHI KHling
and Frances Oaked ure the senior cham-
plons of the uehool. Intermedinte championa
nre Wendy MeKenzie nnd Frank Cooper,
ntd Junlor champlons are Ruth Land.
whoreagh and Nob Coxe,

Fowr ¥ Ladiey' towling leams were
argnnized when those interested met in the
Y on Tuesdoy, Gwoen Price was named! the
ieesblent  of  the lengue  with  Tily

teGlndery the reasurer. The four team
rn!r!mrlu ire Janet Hogers, Mnay Gervals,
Olive Cabrns and Luln Sinclalr.

Bishop's Gra-Y club held thelr charter
nigthi ™ the ¥. Membiers are Max Haggett
!"-‘ka- Cinerehilt, Juhn Molody, Don Harris,
I.uuF Wulfv, Kelth Dunk, HrlyHuhhim Jnhﬂ
Lrij]: n.} I*.:lwiu.‘ipiw'r. Fat Clurchill ﬂ:sg

unK, Poeter Newts :
Hrayitine fem Y secrotary is B

Mrs Lana Mason Is the new presldent of
thee Semgt and Guide Maothers Auxillary,
vite presiclenl Nan Hurst, secretary Mrs.
Edith Jennings, treasurer Mrs. Fthel
Hapyett '

It was exactly 20 years ago that Acton's
Y building was aponed. [t wos n $20,000
becuest from the late A, 1. Murray that
irtde Actan the amallest village in the world
tr haave a0 Y

Winners for decorated hikes and huggles
it the fair were Corole Candler, [David
Rydee,  Sandra  Hargrave, Roelof
Groeneboer, Gwen Benn, Lynda James,
Sally Wilson, fordon Muson, Brlan Bar-
b, Sandea Cripps, Wavne Wilson.

apeeial trains have been running through
town on their way to the Billy Graham
crosade in Toronio,

Work continiies on the dredging at the
sethonl croeek

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
Sepfember 21, 1925

The Actan Ladies Softball team jour-
meyed 1o Guelph on Saturday and defeated
the All Stars by a score of 124,

One of the oldest businesses in Actan
changed ownership this week when Mr, 1D,
H. Lindsay purchased the stock and
business of the grain clevator atl  the
Canadian  National Depot from Robert
Nuble, Ltd. Mr. Lindsay has rented the
elevator and will use it as a storehouse, This
clevatar was built abaut 20 years ago, and
has been owned during this time by Raobert
Noble, Ltd. elevalor to the erection of the
present clevator a small huilding to the
south was used for the Noble business in
Actan.

The Ladies” Aid of the United Church
held a chain tea last Thursday afternnon
from threo 1o five o'clock. The school room
was very prettily decorated with fowers,
During the afternoon Mrs. Charles
MceArthur, of Toronto, contributed several
soprann solos, which was especially enjoyed
and Misses Edna Johnston and Edna
Henderson rendered piane solos. Lunch
served and a pleasant time was spent.
Altogether It was a very enjoyable occasion.

In numbers of places about town and
quite frequently the Messrs, Beardmore
andd Co. has given benefactions which are
greatly appreciated. The latest evidence aof
their interest in Aclon and Acton's activities
was shown the past week when Mr. G, T.
Beardmore had  delivered to the fair
prounds sufficient exhibition poultry,

/b years ago
Taken (rom the issue of the Free Press
Thursday September 27, 1900

Toronto City Council is taking ste
toward the invaguration of a scheme for the
building of a system of electric radial rat)-
wuys covering central Ontario and radiating
toward Toronte. Oa the map showing the
plans, Acton is named as a junction point.

At the Judge’s court of revision here last
werk 33 names were struck ofi the Acton
lists and 15 names added. The tanneries
strike was largely the cause for the numbers
struck off.

The electrie hight at the corner of
Frederick and Agnes Sts. which was almaost
surrounded with trees, has been moved to
the centre of the street,

The Boer army is no more. II has
degenerated into a few marauding bands.

Major Grant, the imlufatiguhle secretary
of Esquesing Agricultural Society, was in
town on Tuesday and stated that the
exhibition here next Thursday and Friday
will undoubtedly be one of the best ever heid
by .the society. The demand for the prize
lists is unprecedented.

Messrs. Henderson and Co's (all
miilinery cpening vesterday was favored
with beautiful weather and the ladies of the
toown and country attended in large num-
bers. ‘This ts Miss Rioch's [irst season and
she ruust feel justly proud of the success of
her tirst opening. Nearly all the hats are
trimmed low and f{eathers are in greater
favor than ever for trimming. Soldier
shapes have almost entirely supplanted the
sailors. The showrooms give a most at-
tractive appearance,

THE ACTON -‘FREE PRESS
PHONE 853.2010

Business and Editorial Office

fnluu cnm‘%
nh v
Y Iy

*C

Founded in 1075 and pub!ished svery Wedneday
a1 5% Willow 51, ACvan, Onldris. Member of the
At Buresy of Chovlalion, e CCNA end
ONMA. Advartising ralid o0 reguis!. Jubecrip-
vl B3y ADle wn advance, 750 i Canads. 110 00
o all coun v it clther Than Canaca: single Copim
13 cenin, CaFrier ﬂlvﬁ’r in Aékon 15 cants per
week. Second clas mall Reghalrailon Number
QLS. Adwertisng |8 accepied o the CondlTon
Wl 0 Me even! of typographicsl error, Bt
porison of Me sdvertising 1pace occuplad by e
TIanrouE k. logehar wilh reasdsiabla
nu-nqmunuhn.-mmuwrnr
byt Mha balencs of The adver Liereind will ]
K a1 'he applicabls ram. In e dvan) a
Woographicel wrror sdvertising posdd or MT-
viCre a1 B wirig D lon, ponts o v iCes may Hod
b s0id. AdvarTHing {s marely an offer ko sell,
and may be withdraam al sy lirne.

il Prisfieg and Pebilahiag Co. LWL
Pavid R. Qills, Publisher

Kay Dills

Dons A yder
Echor Adty ori 130 MBSO

Copyright 1675




