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Raised eyebrows in his career

Judge Langdon retiring
after 45 years on bench

With the rellrement ol
Judge Kenneth M. Langdon
nt the end of August, a 45 year
career in law will come to an
end, at least on a full-time
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Tranically, as he retirves, his
dream of a spacious Juvenile
and Family court, with all
related ngencies housed in
the same bujlding, will
hecome a reallly.
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THE WHOLE COURTROOM measures 12 feet

across and 20 feet long,
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ARCHED DOORWAY to Halton County Juvenile

and Family Court. The

rinting showing it was

the old Registrv office is still visible.

McKenzie HRCA appointee

Counciilor Garnet (Pat)
McKenzie was appointed to
Halton Region Conservation
Authority, to [ill the vacancy
created by the death of

Councillor Len Coxe.

The appointment made by
Halton Hills council Tuesday
night, is for the remainder of
this year and all of 1976.
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NOW IS A BEAUTIFUL
TIME TO LEARN TO FLY

Guelph Rir Services is a government
approved flying school offering a
programme flight and ground school

training to obtain

your private pilot

licence. Learn to fly in modern,
radio equipped Cessna aircraft.

| Guelph Air Services
R.%. No. 2 Guelph, Ontario

L

{2 miles east of Guelph on No. 7 Hwy)
Phone 519-824-2660

In September, the Juvenlle
and Famlily Court will move
f[rom Its presenl cramped

uarters in the old Registr

ffilce, Miton, to the ad-
ministration bullding on
Steeles Avenue,

Cramped it is in the present
spot, with the whole cour-
troom smaller than many
living rooms, It measures 12
feet across and is 20 feet long,
with the 'pnrtrait of Queen
Elizabeth framed by a wall of
peeling paint.

The steaming heat of
summer 15 relieved by a noisy
alrconditioner, that has to be
shut off whlle court is in
seaslon,

The narrow  hallwa
leading to the one toilet eac
[ar men and women,
!'roc*uently Serves as con-
auiting space for lawyers and
clients, or social worker and
troubled child and barried
parents.

The drab lobby with as
many as 50 uptight people
wailing to appear In court,
crowd together on benches.
The enly bright spot Is a
volunteer Children's Aid
worker who makes cofliee on
the arched window sill.

i{fearibreak cnses

Despite the handicap of the
present premises more cases
are processed here in a
morning than in most courts
in a week. The harsh word
“*cases’’  Llranslates into
heartbreak for ordinary
pﬂﬂplembnys in lrouble who
don't want te go back home;
mothers who wanl them
home: and mothers who don't
want them homo; girls ter-
med unmanageable at 14,
and deserted wives and
desperate husbands,

It all goes on in the court
with a heart, where the ajim is
not lo find guilt or innocence
hul to find a solution,

Unfortunately solutions are
not easy, instant or
necessarily lasting, despile
the combined cflorts of
Children's Ald Spociety,
Family Counsclling Service,
Welfare Agencies, Probalion
Officer, churches,
organizations and law en
forcement bodies.
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“The damage f{requently
has been done before lhey‘?ct
there, says outspoken Judge
l.angdon, who blames early
marriage, unwanled
children, and lack of in
siruction in marriage and

renthood for the many ills

e walches sorrowiully every
day, as the parade goes
through his court.

The kindly but [carless
juﬁtre has raised eychrows
nnd hackies Lhrough the
years with pronouncements
such as a ban on marriage for
couples under 20, unlesa n
marriage course is com-
Jeted. He says there should

at least two years of
marriage before children are
born, and couples who have
passed examinations on
marriage and parenthood
courses, should quallly for
low interest government
loans up lo the amount of
their combined salaries to
launch them on their way.

He Snys unwanted
pregnancles should be ter-
minated for anyone who
wanis t, and be automatic for
victims of rape and unwed
mothers.

One of his most con-
troversinl stands through the
years, which hns  brought
wrath down upon him is the
advocacy of sterlization of the
mentally retarded.

“Lowering the drinking age
was n mistake”, says Judge
Langdon. "“Now il s not
uncommeon to find alccholics
under the age of 21."

The Family Court Judge
cmphasized the child would
never be before him at all, if
he had his way. He clalms the
parent should be there to
show why they have not
provided adegunte control
and Frutecuun for the child.

aims parents should be
responsible for the child until
the child reaches university
age or is sclf-supporting. He
said the present age of
maturity is arbitrary, nat
considering the mental
maturity or the background
of the child.

S0 at any time the parents
feel they are unable to
assume responsibility, or feel
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KM LANGDON

JUDGE KENNETH M. LANGDON as he presides on the bench,

they are incapable, they
waould have to apply to the
courls to he relieved of the
responaibility, then  the
control and protection would
be transferred (o the state.”

The Judge urges a negative
Income  tax 1o replace
welfare, mothers' allowance,
specinl nsslstance, and baby
bonus. He says it would be
cheaper o adminlater.

Judge Langdon feels the
lype of persons allowed to
immigrate 1o the counlry
should be controlled. "I
should be limited - to people of
our ideals nsnd morals,” he
commented.

The story of Judge [angdon
is the atory of the Juvenile
and Family Court in Halton,
since he has been the only
{amily court judge since 1486,
when  the  c¢ourt was
established here. Prior to that
the criminal courl was
recessed for hall an hour, and
the court cleared, while
Juvenlles were heard.

He was appointed a deputy
magislrate in 1944, then
:iuppnﬁmlii; n part-time jobs,
nnd travelled 25,000 o 5,00
miles o year as o cireult ¢ourt
judge. Al the same time he
was carrying on hls  low
Emctiuc in Georgetown which

¢ established in 1930,

He assumed {ull respon-
sibility for Pecl, Halton and
Dufferin  counties, and
nssisted at Mimico New
Toronto, and Long Branch, as
well os holding a court at
Willowdale, nnd Newmarkel.

In 1946 family court waos set
up in Halton and he assumed
these daties as well. I was
nol uncomman for him to hold
court in Acten, Georgelown,
Milton, Oakville and Burling-
ton all in one day.

There were no  proper
courlroom [acilitles in most

]

locallties in those days, and
court was held in such places
is the firehall in Barllngton,

the old town hall in George- .

town  and  Georgetown
library, whes the enly source
of heat was right over the
reglster.

He recolls the erown at-
torney wearing o fur cont and
fur hat and gloves In
Burlington court.

Finally Judge Langdon
gave up his law practlce in
1951 when appeinted a full
time magistrate. The court
aflice has been located at
varioud spots in town, in-
cluding the office in the old
Gregory Theatve, on Al
Street, now n burned out
tlerclicl. From ther. the office
movesd over MeClure's store,
inow Gougeon I"urniturel,
and lastly o the " present
location over the Concept
store and restavrant on Main
Streel.

Although Hualton alone
nearly tripled in population
between 1953 and 1970, Judge
Langdon relalned his dual
dutles as Ini’l’?iﬂtl‘ﬂt[‘! and
family cour! judge until 1970
whoen he was nrpninted the
first full-time family court
judge in Halton,

In his spare time he has
conducted approximately
3,000 weddings, some of them
reluctantly, when the couple
were in their teens. He had no
choice since parental Ev(-r-

1ad

mission and a Heense
been obtained.

When he leaves the bench
there will still be a Judge
Langdon in the courts. His
son Kenneth A, Langdon was
appointed o judge of the
Provincial Court {Criminal
Division) December 18, 1974,
The only case of o father
and son being judges at the
aame time, in Ontario.

CANADA GRADE “A" TABLERITE BEEF!

Boneless Round

Steak or
Roast

FilL Sl BA
BUTLOM Cut

V) o

Meaty Rump Roast

6
16R

TableRite Wheners

)

TableRite Cooked Ham »:© 99%  Mini Sizzlers Sausages -.

IGA NRLD. T ORUM OR

Cheddar
Cheese

Sirloin,
Top Round Steaks
g=y . .

Pre-Basted Turlu;."fﬁ - BY*

Porterhouse or

L &

4y kgl gl PN

S

@ .

Tatle Rite Bologna

, -t

Smnf‘Mudee Bacﬁn

35

1.79

B¢

51 39

g8°

E I

PRICTS TFFECTTYE WED. THRU SAT. SEFT. 18-13
Wt RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIWIT QUANTTTES.

1204
WLOGE
Lg 1H

5109

I

law I8 o tradition in the
Langdaon fomily.

Judge Langdon's father
wid 0 Jawyer in Brightos,
Ont., s were his four sons,
WilHam  Osgoeode Q..
decentcd  tnomed  after
the {irat Chiel Justice of
Ontarlo, Charles Yoaughon
Q.C.., Kenneth Murney, and
Thomaa Rutherford Q.C.
W.0). Longdon wuas later
asppointed a magistrate for
suult Ste. Marie.

Continuing the trodition, nn
uncle of the younger Judge
Langdon, K. Macintyre
Aylesworth is n lowyer wllh
the federal department of
Justice [n Ollawa; a cousin
W. Herbhert Langdon Q.C. is o
lnwyer with the ministry of
the altorpey-general in
Taronto;, nnother cousin C.
Itobhert Langdon is a Toronto
lawyer, us s H. Donald
Langdon Q.C., u cousin of the
older Judge Langdon,

Judge Langdon, senior,
suys he wouldn't have traded
his 1ot for anything in the
warld. “1f you're dedieated to
your job Lthat Is reward
enough’’. He Insists the sceret
of a successful socicly is
competent, interested
parcnts. ""They haven'l lfound
a substitule for that”
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Missed Your Free Press?

Pleasa Let Us Know
Our carriers do thelr best to give fast

courfecus service but mistakes do happen;
so If you do not receive your paper or have

any complainis regarding delivery, please

call our office.
853-2010

~ Toyota
Community Galendar

What's doing in the
North Halton Areal

=

“BLOOD DONOR CLINIC*

Acton High icheal Gym, Tuesday, Seplember 14th, 2,30

prm. 1o W p.m. Halp Your School . .
Communlily ’ il

FALL DANCE

Acton Curling Club, Friday, September 12, to Country
Crs,

Toyota - You're Terrifie!

Division of Hallon fruch S-ln (1967} Li1d.

878-4365 826-2931
Hwy. 25 Just North of 401
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