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What is the purpose of sport? To win or to
have fun and try to win. Unfortunately, many
people in control of minor sports programs In
this country are just concerned with the
winning aspect of sports. Yelling and
screaming when a  youngster makes 0
mistake is no solution to solving the problem
of the play. the c¢hild, or of those presently
associated with minar sport.

A study by T. . Orlick on the Athletic Drop
Cut, A High Price For Effictency, was [irst
presented ot the first Canadian Congress for
the Multidisciplinary Study of Sport and
Physical Activity in Montreal in October 1973,

The report states that according to
Canadinn Amateur Hockey Association
statistics, of the 600000 plavers registered or
affilinted with the C.A H.A, in 1973, 53 per
ceni were under 12 years old, 34 per cenl were
12-15, and onty 11 per cent were over 15 years
of age. These percentnges have been remark-
ably consistent since 1970 and a similar trend
reportedly exists in other organized spocts.
( Hansen 19700

But why is this drapout rate so high? The
paper by Orlick interviewed many youths
whi wore once involved in sports programs.
In cose one, a 17 vear old female cross
country skier of national calibre revealed
why she dropped out of spor! and gave some
perspective insights on why many children
may be dropping out of minor sporis.

She suid she liked the sport when she

sturted cut, hut Iater it wasn't fun anymaore -

hecause there was too much criticism. She
said the voach didn't act like he wanted her on
the team and never gave her any POSITIVE
suggestions, Justl criticism.

Another thing that bhothered her was that
the coach ignored the young skiers. “'In order
tn[f;i;-l attention, you have tn he good. Lots of
kids gave it up because nobady took any in-
terest in them,' she said in the report.

In ense two, a seven year old boy had
drr:rge:l out of both hockey and haseball. He

‘said he quit hockey because he dida’t get the

uck passed to him too many times, only once |

in fact. He quit because he got bored, Why
wits he bored? Because, he said “You could
ke fooling around at your house instead of
wasting your time playing hockey. All's [ did
was 81t around.”’

When nsked whal he meant by sitting
around, he said, *'Well like baseball....it"s like
hockey eause you....! hardly even get o
chunce..,.cause I'm alwavs ol the end of the

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS of the Tri-county
Minor Softball Association collected trophies and
issued crests for players at a meeting in Eden
Mills Thursday evening. The Tri-county
association covers 600 sq. miles, takes in nine
% centres and keeps 800 children busy in ball over

f;Gcalden Hawks

Con’td from page .

- White.

oy the linal game where
Aiolden Hawks {hmum! 3ue
Angels 1243, Lisa Thomas,
rand Teresy Dunn nabbed the
-runs fur the Angels, Dunn tat-
dving two.

o Digna Bomano, Joanne
«Gordon, and Shirley Renforth
+rach pabled & poir. Kim
“White, Patricia lenry, Linda
=Paton, Junet Aper, Beverly
“Glenn, and Angeling Sham-
oun netted singles,
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line in baseball. He said he wanis to be real
ood in his sports so the coach will think aboul

im.

When asked {{ he thinks he'll ever go out for
a sports team again he said NO.

What are the implications of these lwo testi-
monies filed in this report. The [act is that
something must be done to curb the dropout
rate and to improve the general participation
and sports here.

In response to a series of guesliunﬁ. the
report said 50 per cent of the dropouts cited
the emphasis of the program as the main
reason for droepping out.

Included in this area were such things as
tho seriousness of the program, the lack of
enjoyment and emphasis on winning and on
being the best. Another 17 per cent mentioned
the coach as the primary reason for leaving.
The conch was xaid to leave people out,
criticize too much and push too hard.

Raoth silting on the bench and the absence of |

rewards in general, tend le lead Lo feclings of
unworthiness, unacceptance and unfun, in

that particular enviranment, which In turn.

leads to a rejection of sport as a viable
aiternative.

Everybody apparenily wants to win, but
what is being won and what is being lost? ' To
win the game and lose the child is a totall
unworthy sacrifice.” (Orlick and Botterill,
1974}

Programs and their agents seem so caught
up in the winning ethic that the dropout ap-
pears ta be part of the price paid....in a short
sighted guest for **Victory*. Contrary to what
some may think, a pruﬁrnm which eliminated
masses of children will never result in true
excellence. A qualily program comes {rom
serving the needs of all children.

The need for changing of the competitive
ethic is evident. _

When one considers the fact that less than
one lpcrcent ever make il to a professional
level (MeMlurty 1974) and that less than two
percent of the Canadian adult population are
reportedly physically active in sport-related
activities as frequently as once a week,
(PParticipaction 1972-Burgess 1973), the
necessity for posilive change becomes
evident,

The Orlick report closed with a statetment
for the tomorrows, "It is time to refocus,
awny from scoreboard viclories, lo human
victories. Lest we end up with a jocked-off
generation.
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TOM ROCCOLA cruises into home

Mills Srs., after their win against Dor ! ( _
Thursday evening. Roccola’s rundrove ina pair of Eden Mills tallies.

Eden Mills win their
semi-finals over Guelph

it was a home run from
Eden Mills’ Tom Raccola that
drove in three runs late in the
cighth inning to secure the
victory of Eden Mills senlors
over Don Prior Trucking of
Guelph 42, in Eden Mills
Thursday evening. Eden won
the semi-finals of the Era-
tnosa Puslinch league play-
downs.

The win was Eden Mills®
third over Priors in their best
of five ﬁﬂmﬂ' series. They will
now advance 1o ihe f{inals
against Badenoch.

An error by Guelph second

. baseman Ronnie Prior in the

fifth inning gave Eden Mills
their firts tun and lead of the
game until the eighth inning.

Bob larder made the Milis.

the summer months. Left to right are Ken
Martinz convenor in chief, Jimmy Lakey second
vice-president, Jean Cellini treasurer and
recorder, John Johnston first vicepresident, Jay
Christie secretary, Don Legate president, and
George Wheeler umpire-in-chief.
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} The Acton Free Press, Wed., September 10, 1975 §
2 All Stars edge Grimsby 2-1

o

layers were B. J. Legate and
teve Lawkey,

Freeiton, one Slrabane and
two Erin. The two Eden Mills

- e .
Softball Assoclation finals Moss Hardwa -

this year. 22 MILL ST. E. —- ACTON
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forcham wasg the winning
itcher. The FEramosa-

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Sat, - 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

Thurs. & Fr, - 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m,

usiloch all stors were made
“Sarvice For a Growing Community*

up of four Arkell players, four
Belwood, two Eden dMills, twe

sepgember
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Eramosa-Puslinch all-stars
plﬂTﬂd G beneflit game
agoinst the Grimsby ali-stars

to ralse money for Muscular

Dystrophy, in Aberfoyle and
% won 2-1.
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{:late gréﬂled by members of the Eden
Don Prior Trucking of Guelph 4-2

runs. run drove in the pair of runs
The local crew stopped a  for the win and his own Tun
run attempt by Guelph with o for security.

double play in the sixth. e :

Prior Trucking didn’t mar

the scoresheet until (he top of

the ninth, when Mark Gamble :

and Bill Osbourne tallicd the g 7.0 e 2070w

only runs for Guelph in the n suplpl II
. Ry s ]

game.

Eden Mills rally begon with B roigsessniod o i
a hit from Jim Barden and §7 “ﬂﬁﬂj 2t Jusp ﬁ-
was followed by George P,
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“Your Complete

Pool Store”

e POOL WATER
CHEMISTRY

e POOL KITS

e POOL
INSTALLATIONS

e POOL SERVICE

S oépbox

Jim McVeigh of Acton took
part and placed fourth in the
unior ¢lass in ithe Halton
{IEI!:; GT Motorsport club
soapbox derby Sunday in
Georgetown.

Hundreds of spectalors lin-
ed the streets to waich the 23
cntries compete for the
Boughton Jewellers Trophy
for the (nstest car. The derby
is rated the higgest anral
event of its kind in the ¢oun-
try.

Keith Rogers won the hard
luck award, Marc Willlams
the best appearance, David
Sladdart won best effort and
Craig Snyder the jewellers
trophy. :

(Bi‘II'Davis, clean upyourActs_.\ |

The Davis government has cleaned up a few things in its time.

Take, for example, conflict of interest.

Mr. Davis came down hard on some of his cabinet ministers who
were exposed as having conflicts of interest. Now we have guidelines 0
steer our politicians.

Or there was the case of corporate contributions to election
campaigns. Again, Mr. Davis responded. He cleaned up that legislation.

But the government has sadly neglected the rights of 60,000
citizens. It has forgotten its own employees. |

Crown employees and civil servants have practically

no political nghts.
. The Public Service Act and the Crown Employees Collective

Bargaining Act spell this out clearly.
We can't canvass on behalf of a candidate.
In fact, we can't even speak or write publicly on any topic that is

part of any party's election plattorm. |
This is a denial of our basic democratic rights.

To change this costs taxpayers nothing.
We have asked Mr. Davis to clean up these two aclts.

He has refused.
We hope you will vote for democratic justice .. . for everyone.

These are two hard acts to swallow.
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