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Take a bow Acton

Accepting awards is never
unpleasant and il never liwes s
thrill. That's why, wheay the Free
Press was judged one of Canada’s
best again this year, it wax jJust as
pleasant as it has boenr over the
years.

But in accepling an swand,
we've never failad to revnemiber it
is the work of many hamds that has
placed The Free Press in the top
groupings.

This vear's wins for best all-
round paper ami bost front page
indicates that il takes many
clements to make a vewspaper and
unquestionably the best all-round

Aaward is the maost coveted.

Free Press awands have always
been considerad by us as a kind of
“cammunity” award, sinee it takes
a town like Acton to make a
newspaper possible in the  first

dacw. It takes a lot of co-operation

m the area correspondents and
inctividuals who alert us to events
we might otherwise have missed,
and it takes the support of ad-
vertisers, who find the Free Pross
a gokd way to get word around
abaut theiv preducts and services,

Certainly it takes the work of
the reparters, photographers, and
peadiction people who produce tho
isstes and it takes the effort of
varviers, the postal people and the
merchants who sell papers to
maintain an efficient distribution
2ysiem,

In fact it takes a whole
coanmuity of peaple to support an
effoctive newspaper and ane of the
mest impartant is the reader.

It iz really all of you whe share
in any awards the Free Press
receives. This vear is no difforent,
s0 take a bow Acton.

Litfering on the streets

Trash on the streets has become
an vvesare lately. Pop cans, candy
wrappers and chip bags and
ctaareite cartons lie in junky heaps
where people gather wn the
awmines—at the Mill and Main
ooy amd U plazas

Where does the responsihality
e chaning up the mess lie? Some
poopde think the town men should
de peoiaing up the litter. That would
mean a daily tnp to aach locality,
thoygh—an econamic  impossibil-
Y. prodahly. -

How about the shopkeepers,
whose premises hack an the places
where small crowds gather to

chat—and chew” Most of them do

Wrong way to happiness

-INCTBREES € where. . . .and

” one that nobody will be proud of is

the fact that Canadians continue to
drink more and more alcohol every

-single year. Sale of all alcoholic

drinks increased 11.2 per cent in
one single vear.
Yet drinking is a luxury any
family at all can easily cut back an.
Canadian ard Ontario govern-

ot out and sweep in front of their
stares,

How about the police?
Enforving the loitering or littering
bylaws seems harsh in most cases,

Surely the respoensibility should
be with the people who do the ab-
sent-minded tossing. They know
better....don’t thev? It makes one
wonder what homes look like?

There are garbage cans
available all along the street. A big
new one has just been set out at the
Mill and Main corner. Surely the
sight of the big can is a good
remunder.

These people should police
themselves before someone in a
blue uniform has to da it for them,

ments do very well by alecchol,
though, They collected 1.4 billion

dollars in revenue—half the coun-’

ter cost.

That should make the govern-

ment happy.

But there are plenty of ways
other than drinking too much to
make the average person happy.

: {ofind it sunning iteelf on a pa

"OUR READERS WRITE:

Acton couple speak out

Making a life here
just not sleeping

177 Kingham Rd.,
Actlon, Ont.

' Aug 11, 1975
Aclon Free Press .

To the Editor

Dear Sir, : : .
[ would tike to reply to the paragm
headed *'Lower Pritﬁy ancrsp?ln-inlﬂsﬁn %

in your issue of Aug. 6, 1975,

_ My wile and [ are newcomers to a sub-
division in Acton. And T admil that we
came from Toronlo, and | also agree that
the lower prices of the houses was an at-
traclion.

My wife still works in Downsview, and 1

- will be returning to work there as soon ns |
recover (rom a recent {liness. 1t is not be
cause we particularly want to, but because
the particular cccupations we [(ollow are
nat avallable in Acton,

However, the price of the house was by
no means the main reason for our move.
The driving to and {rom Toronto is not a
very pleasant experience. Our main rea-
son for moving was to get out of a big city
ito a small town. We have found that

there are advantages and disadvantages
Lo being here.
We have had difficulty in finding a car-
‘nier to do some repairs. It cesl $50 to
ve air washer and dryer connected,
which incidentally we bought here in Ac

" lan. We have not yvet found a window clean-

er, and of course we were ysed to having
shops and drugstores open till 9 p.m.

The advanlages include a'very pleasant
and quict situation and the shopkeepers
are very kind and helpful. We do all our
grocery shopping here, and have used
numercus other shops as well. In none
have we found any rudeness or discour-
tesy. We have joined the ActonLibrary, we
have the Acton Free Press delivered, and
we intend to join the Acton Curling Club in

the winter—if we are accepted.
We have every intenlion of really living

in Acton Not just to sieeg here.
'ours sincerely,
Charles and Christine King.
P.S. T would Hke to add that there are
many Actonians who were born here bul
do not work in Acton, but in Guelph,

Geargetown, Brampton and even Toronto.

‘Someone who cares’
objects to snake killing

135 Poplar Ave.
Actah, Ont
August 15, 1975.
The Aclton Free Press
Acton, Ont,

Dear Editor: .
I must comment on last week's front

page picture of Mr. Jim James and zons
rﬁuphyiui the skin of a rattlesnake.
I quote from the article “they beard the

 distinetive rattle of the reptile and turned
th aboul six

. [oet awany. Onte Jim saw it and realized
- what it was, be quickly grabbed a branch,

] ]

pinned it to the ground and hammered it to
denth with a canoe paddle.’” Surely if he
had time to grab a branch be had time to
walk away.

If the article is correct, the raltler was
not close enough to strike, nor would it
chase them down the trail Why kill it?

That rattlesniake was a significant part of

the area’s ecosystem. They were trespas-
El-nftm his territory; he was not on their's.
Killing is o S:tr way to tegch children to
appreciate wilderness and Hs inhabi-
tants.

From someone who cares,

Charles Bennett

LAST WEFK was a scorcher, with temperatures (ne way to heat the heat - swan dives inte the
lake with & handy tree branch asdiving board. The crowds are enjoying the water and breeze.

~Sugar and Spice

Fvery mid-summer, for some pecullar
rensan, my wile and 1 get into the same
conversation We talk ot some length
nhout where we should go for o holiday.

We huve this rchiculons, gailly feeling
that we should do what normal people do
on their vacotions: go (o a lodge; rent a
cottagie;, buy a tent and go camping; hire a
trailer; go for a “trip” somoewhere. Any-
thing.

We lalk aboyt it for wecks, off and on.
We keep referring to 'our little trip.”

Perhaps we should just jump in the car
and go gypsying around the country, we
say. 1 sounds pood, nice and careless and
fun, with a new adventure just ground the
next curve.

Or mayhe this vear woe'll do the culture
bit: o week al Stratford, lake in all the

plays, dabble our feet in the Avon, loogk

with the eve of old theatre.goers at the
stunned gawping tourtsts.

Or, for a change, book in at a posh indge
for a week, no meals for the old lady to
cook, dress 1o the hilt for dinner, mingle
with the fascinating sub-jetset.

Or this vear, for once, we'll rent a
cottape for two weeks, dam-the-expense,
get away fromn the telephone, slouch
around in bare feel and shorts, and listen
to the loons on the lake at night.

Or, for & complete change, maybe we'll
gntothe city, check into a {ancy hotel with
a pool, iounge around in an air-conditioned

roont, and go out to dinner and a good
show,

There's only one trouble with all these
plans. They require decisive action, and
W onever seem to get around to eithor
decision or activity,

by bill smiley

Take the posh lodge, for cxample.

'First, they are all clip joints. Secondly,

they are booked for the whaole aummer.

"Thirdly, we don't have (he wardrobes to

dress Lo the hilt or anywhere ¢lse. Fourth-
ly, they are full of bores. And the food is no
screaming hell.

Then, the culture bit. Tt's awfully dil-
ficult to gear yoursell up for a week of
Shakespeare and Shaw and dressing up
and standing in lineups for dinner, when
you're lying in the backyard listening lo
the birds, with a good book, and barely
cnough energy to reach for your glass, and
you know there ain't going to be no lineup
for the fried chicken and the young, new
polatoes and the juice-spurting corn and
the cold tangy tomaloes in your own house.

Gypsying oround in the car s fine,
except that you have Lo get oul on the road
with all those maniacs, and drive and
drive in the heat, and pay a ransom for
-motel rooms, and eat fried food unti! vou
begin to feel like a lrench-fry, and watch a
TV set offering re-runs of last winler's re-
runs. The biggest adventure here is
wondering whether the toilet will back up.

A couple of weeks al a cottage is ap-
pealing. But what the heck, we slouch
around at home in bare feet and shorts,
and as far as listening Lo the loons at night
poes, you can always ask a {few of your
(riends to drop in.

A few days in the city has an equal
appeal. I always catch a cold in the air-
conditioned rooms, neither of us likes
swimming in a poal with a Jot of common,
middle-class people, you have to sign a
second morigage on your house to pay the
‘bill, and you can hardly wait to get home,
where the room service is [ree and a great
deal {nster.

S0 thin week, with our “littie trip”
looming up like a vampire, we bath dis-
covered, instantanecusly and with great
relict, thal we'd just stay home for the
time being.

she: 1 was really just agrecing
because I thought you wanted 1o get away
somewhere,”

He: “'You mean to say that .you don't
want o go off in the heat and be sonked
every time you furn around and eat all
those ratten french-fries and besides the
tires on the car aren’t sa hot. 1 way only
going hecause 1 thought wou'd like a
change, get away fromn the meals.”

She: "1 can't stand other people's
cooking and [ hate motel rnoms and you
know how hard it is e lind @ decent pluce
to swim."'

He: *'Yeah, and if we took our golf clubs
we wouldn't have room flor anything else
and il we didn’t, we'd have o rent them,
for an orm and a leg.”

Ironically, we live smack in the centre

of one of the greal resort areas in Canada.
People who move here from the city can't
understand why anybody wants to go
away, even for a day.

Anyway, greal, mutual sighs of reliel.
But there was still that guilty feeling. that
sense thal we weren't pulling our weight in
the great holiday farce. So we c¢om.
promised.

He: “Tell you what we'll do. We'll drive
down to the marina and ook at the boats.
Then we'll check the prices at two of the
local motels. Then we'll drive out to the
beach and look at the cottages.”

She teagerly): “'Yes And then we'l
come home and turn on the sprinkler and
I'll get you a dinner that would cost you $14
in a restaurant and tomorrow morning
we'll play golf at the most beautiful course
within 200 miles, and tomorrow afternoon
we'll sun and swim at the most beautiful
beach within 400 miles. '

He: *Yes! Yes! Yes! And there's a
terrific movie on TV tonight, four slars,
and we've only seen it lwice "

Who needs a "little trip"” anyway?

The most frustrating of ail life's
ups and downs is keeping appear-
ances up and expenses down.

Ministry garbage not roses

To the Editor,

Ministry of the Eavironment'
ganda in [ocal media last week, F;up&ﬂt?-;
quarter page ad on garbage) “Garbage is
coming up Hoses'" was just that—a load of
garbage.

As one who has devoted much ene
and time, and some money. into the sty y
of solid waste, 1 would point out that Ont-
arie 5 much publicized world first plans
for handling Ontario’s solid waste, are at
least o decande behind the plans of the cit
of 5t. Louis #nd Hempstead, Lon Islancf
Ontario’s solid waste plants wilf{ have g
capacity to handle from 200 to 1,000 tons of
municipal garbage per day. That garbage
thal cannot be reclaimed, will be landfil.
led. There is also a vague promise of some
incineration in the distant future.

As | peinted out at Hope Township, Mil-
ton Heighls, Georgetown. Kil ride
Brampton, at Halton Region, Esquesing
cle, ete, ete, if garbage is shredded, baled
or dipped in 11 different herbs and splces.

it i5 still garbage, and when landfilied, it
stili pollutes.

St. Louis has very definite plans for solld
waste. The garbage {rom a 4,500 sq. mile
area (8,000 tons per day) will be recycled.
The non-reclaimables wiil be incinerated
smokelessly and will produce power. This
facility will be operating by 1977. Initial
plans were announced in early 1974

Hempstead, Long Island’s plant, wili
process 100 percent of that city’'s munici-
pal waste (3,000 tons day). Alter re-
clamation, the rema will be inciner-
ated (smokelessiyl, and will provide
250,000,000 kilowatt hrs. per day of new
power to that city.

This method of solid waste disposal
(incineration for power after reclamation)
is the accepted method in many countries
around the world. Landiilling is no longer
accepted and ne amount of public money
spent on ads telling us otherwise will make

it acceplable.
William A, Johnson

Mﬂnn ﬁ IW[F 'ﬁﬂf‘

The latest edition of Hydro
News shows pictures of happy
apartment dwellers working in
home garden plots - along the right-
of-way under the hydro towers and
lines. Hydro says these right-of-
ways are good places for golf
courses, vehicle routes and
parking, too.

. + + +

UFQO experts say frequent
sightings near electrical lines and

transformer stations may indicate

flying saucers are drawing power
from electrical installations. So a
new power line might bring on the
Martians. You never know!
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20 years ago

Taken from the tvaur of the Free PPress,
Augusl 28, 1725

A ety pretly waddiog was anlemngzed
ol 3L Jpaph's Churet, Aetan, on Tuesday,
by Hew  Father MeWeawy ahen Mar-
puerite Mary . wweond dauyghter of Mra €
Cintella, Actan, wa~ jotned 10 the hands of
hely elliex te Mo Wiltred Juseph [haval,
son oof dohn Theval, Bracebridge, GOnt

Further evidence of the eateem in which
Mr Thomas Watsan was held by his feliow
cibzens of Grand Valley is seen by the
folliseing nen which appeared in the Star
and Vidette  “The husiness men of the
village on Friday last did honour o ane of
thesr numbeer of twenty yeurs' standing--
Thomas Watson and presented him with a
goli! walch ©

Two Acton men who staged a motor race
nn the sireets are now wondering where the
fun eamein, {or they were nasessed $10 and
tcusts cach .

The Canadian National Ratlway wark-
men have, during the week, widened the
roadway at the Mill S5t crossing. This
makes o much ymproved driveway, and a
safer eourse for meatorists

The splendid concert of Acton Citizens'
Band on Saturday evening, an the lawn at
sunderland House, has proved very con
clusively that the band has now o very
comprehensive repertoire. Week after
week almost a complete new programme is
given.

75 years ago

Taken from the lnsue of the Free Freas,
August 23, 1900,

Monday, the day proclaimed by s
Worship, the Reeve, ax Civic Holiday for
this municipality, was a4 very pleasant day
and our citizens generally enjoyed the
opportunity alforded for holiday outing and
enjoyment Mr_ it S Holmes, the obligln
agent of the . T.R., secured the very ad-
vantageous rate of single-fare Lo all stations
n Canada, from Kingston west, Tickets
were gnod gmng on 18th, 19th and 20th and
returning untid the 21st inst. A Jarge number
took advantage of civic holiday low rates

and visited friends at various polnts The

golf links, tennis courts and lacrosse field
were well patronized during the day, while
driving and holiday visilatiuns were largely
indulged in. This is the first civie  holiday
held on Monday but it has been demon-
strated a popular day.

The children's annual fTower service will
be held in St Alban's Church un Sunday
morping next, 26th inst., al the 10.30 ser-
¥ice. The childeen will march into the
church singing the processional hymn,
“Brightly Gleams our Banner," and
L"urréieng their new banner recently made
for them.
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PHONE 853.2010

Business and Editorial Office

A AN Conl "~
FJ
@ *

Fograded i 1515 srad puthl isPued over i Wiiraiidls
& 3 Willow b . Acton, Dvrtario. Mamber of e
Aoxti! Pasrepy of Clrocwiation, the CONA s
OwWHA. Adveriiing rafes on regut. Subeisip
ool it sy e ksl il e oo
8l Conanr T I [

13 conta, carvior celiver 'y

Micwancr for Lipnaiure. will aed e

" Dl T B NC8 OF el BoPear Lprreeel wridl

or ¢l e spplichbie rale. in e
 Yrpograghicl errer

wicw 4l a P iCE, PEOOS & MY Y

b aoid. Adreariing 18 rmarely an oNer e i),

g iy bt wildrpen af soy brng,

Dty Priatung pad Pyiiiabiag Co. L.
David B. DHis, Publ sher

Dl Dem
o Ay 90T khirng

Copyright 1975

Byver




