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Hydro says

No health danger . . . Board should not expand terms of reference

(Continued from Page 17}

showed electrical annoyances
for people under the fhe was
““virtually ni]" and that
almost all Llypes of farm
operations could he con-
ducted around the line.
Ralston .added irrigation
could nlso be carried oul in
the vicinity of the line.

Ralston slated that any
farm practices in the arca of
the line, thought weren't safe
wouldn't e allowed,

He said he knew of enly one
case where hydro tower has
been dnmnszed during Ffarm
operalions. In that incident o
[armer (ried to drive through
the tower and smashed his
‘ractor  heandlight and
damaged (wo  tuwer
dingonals,

Halslon told the hekring
that tests had shown there
were no Ehyﬂen! effects on
Hremen dolng bare handed
wark on hydre eorridor lines
and that the sirength of the
electrie field would be 10
times grentr.;:‘ I;nr the li?emun
as compared for e and
cdltle under the Iil::i::ﬂ.'}IJF

The wilness then delved
inlo the detatls of a medical
report compiied by Ontario
Hydro based on studies
conducted by both Russia and
United States. The studies
dealt with the medical efiects
of power lines on  people
‘working under the lines.

Admitting that the studies
whow more investigation is
needed Ralston stated tht
studies thus far tndicate
there aren't any  harmiul
effects on people working
under -the lines.

He explained that Russian
studies arc based on a
clcarance helween the
ground and lines of only 24 tn
26 -feel and that no effecets
have heen reported.

Rolston stated he (s
familiar with health effects
studies becnuse they come
into his work every day and
that all investigations in-
dicate there s “virtually
nothing to worry about os for

onea of

Westinghous®

as as people are converned.”

He explained that In 1975
Hussian and American of
ficials held discussions
surrounding: their health
findings and concluded that
medical effects on linemen
warking on 750 KV ta 1150 KV
could practicatly he
disregarded. NRalston
suggested since there was no
dangers for men working on
the line there was nothing to
worry about for farmers or
cattle under the line.

Under cross examination,
conducted hy  Interested
Citizens Groups Lawyer
RHobert Smith, Ralston  ad-
mitted the best roule for o
hyden line would avoid heavy
ICIiNE areas. :

Halsten conveded Ontario
Hyilro is aware that Lhere is
an area of heavy iging just
south of Qrangeville bul
contended  that his  design
group had taken the worst
possible icing condilions intn
account when it chose the
route. He added all lines built
in southern Onlario are
di::-aiE:nml for maximum icing
canaitions. ]

The wilness also admitted
that the highest type of farm
machinery taken inle account
during Hydro's studies was 14
feet.

Smith stated the hearings
had alrendy heard testimony
about some farm equiptment
that reached a height of 22
feelt and conlended  there
could be great dangers for
peaple standing on top  of
these kinds of equipment.

Ralsten admitted semeone
on top of equipment this high
might naotice shocks.

Smith  noted mast of
ydra’'s tests had heen
conducled in Labs and that the
hest possible tests would be
those coarrvied oul  directly
under power lines. Ralston
agreed, but wnoted there
hadn't bheen  any  harmiul
effecis reported anywhere for
people working under 500 KV
power lines,
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In his finnl summation
hefore the Envirenmental
Hﬁarinf; loard Ontario Hydro
counsel Briice Campbell sald
the Board shouldn't [ook al
anything outside the terms of
reference as set down by the
Minister of Energy for the
Board's investigatlon of the
At KV hydro corrider from
Bradley Junetion to
(reorgelow.

The Board was ordered
earlier 1his year by Energy
Minister Dennis Timbeell to
examine 22 miles of the pro-
posed hydro corridor from a
point Just north of Ballinafad
to n spot west of Shelbirne to
ser if the Board could come
up with any modiflications.

Campbel] said the
Interested Citizens Group
maintaing there wos a
misunderstanding  belween
the citlzens representatives
anid Timbrell concerning the
terms  of reference the
Hoard's investigation wns lo
he built around.

He claimed there was no
misunderstanding and  that
the investigation was to desl
with enly the route of the cor.
riddor from points 33 {o 9.

QGuuoting  letters  rom
Timbrell concerning his 1alks
with the citizens Camphell
claimed there was no
misunderstanding so the
Board should stick to the
terms of reference.

- He poted the Solandt
Cominission haid taken the
citizens' concerns into con-
sideration and hadn’t recom-
mended any t:hﬂlliit'ﬁ in the
roule tmﬁwftrn their fears.

Pointing out that the
Sofandt Commission’s finding
woere examined by Queen’s
Park and approved he said
there was noreasonto change
the roule.

Fle claimed the citizens’
suggestion of changing the
route from Bruce to Essa
would mean further delays
which would hurt hydro
consumers  in Ontario.
Campbell said the Bruce to
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Essa route would mean more
Escarpment crossings and
ﬁrenlﬂr costs and that Hydro

nd told the Salandt Com-
mission the only advantage to
the Bruce to Essa route wos
short term securily.

Throughout his  {inal
summation, Campbell ounted
Timbrell, the  Soldant
Commisslon and former
epergy minister  Darey
MeKeough.

He snid McKeough stated
he had received maoany briels
after the Solandt Commission
agreed with a Limelouse
crossing of the Escarpiment
but that DMcKeough hadd
decided to stick with  the
Commission’s [indings.

Campbell claimed none of
the evidence presented atl 1he
Iillsburgh hearings over the
past month produced a valid
reason for {urther delay of
construction of the hine. He
noted that even if Hydro got
the final go ahead now far the
700 kV ilne there was no way
it could he completed untl]
1981,

He told the hearing hoard
that hydro had properly
assessed the impact on farm
land and the natural on-
virenment when they chose
the route. Campbell noted
they chose to cross over farm
lnnd as opposed to [line

recreational land, which the
Hriwwe to Exsg line would have
Crossed.

Hydro's lnwver stated that
all studies indicated it was
possible to  continue form
aperalions in the nrea of the
towers and that enly a small
aniount of farm land would be
tuken out of production
because of the lines.

tHe reminded the board
Hydro evidenee had shown
there  were no  harmful
medical effects for people
working under thie lines and
that livestock isn't effected
by the lines eilher.

Campbell setated Hydro
concluded lines weore less of
an encroachment when they
Ccross agricultural land and
that the farmers would he
well compensated for the loss
of their tand to towers. He
added Hydro would Iry to
mintmize the damage 1o farm
lands caused by line con-
siruction. )

Fovidence, be said, showed
a 40 foot clearance was maore
than adequate bhut that Hydro
was planning a 45 to 47 foot
clearunce and farm activities
could continue under the lines
as any ather place.

. Compensation by Hydro for
the fariners ook into aceount
pussibie toss of property
vidue her said, arnd that if no

"Hydro then an

ngreement could be reached
hetween the (nrmer and
impartizl
tribunal would settle the
dispule fairly. He added there
i5 no evidence 1o show power
lines reduce property value,
expecially when the land is
used for forming.

Campbell read parts of a
lelter to the Hoard com-
plimenting hydro on their
excellent work on the Bradley
Junction to Georgetown route
lanning. He said the letter,
rom Hick Symmes of the
Ontario  Sterra Club, con-
gratulated Hydro on the fact
thal when sput-checked their
data concerning the route
was reliable, Mr. Symmes’
letter said the Sierra Club
thought  the loss of
agricultural land would be
minimal and that the infusion
of capital frbm compensation
wauld  increase farm
productivity. The letter ulso
tjuestionegd the compoetence of
a farmer who couldn't con-
tinue agricultural operations
within 50 feet of Lhe power
corridar,

He produced another letter,
this ae (rom the Oniario
Federation of Naturalisiy,
which was in support of
Hydro's selection of the roule.
The Naturalists letter stated
there was no need for an

independent study of the
route,

Camphell said he wns
amazed at the few number of
mistakes made by Hydro
during s studies of the
corridor and those that were
mude were insignificant.

To citizen group lawyer
Robert Smith’s charge that
Hydro wilnesses weren't
scientific Campbell answered
he thought the witnesses had
been frank.

He suid that wehn dealing
with questions of environ-
mental impact there may not
he yes and no answers and
there frequently wasn't &
clear cutl answer,

Campbell concluded there
wiasn't cnough lime for the

Board lo turn in an interim
report while Hydro prepares
dota on all pessible roules.
The citizens group wonts an
interim report on evidence on
ali - alternative routes, He
atdded there wouldn't be time
for public participation from
citizens in the areas of aller-
native routes. Campbell
noted the Solandt Com-
mission saitl it's a had idea
fo marrow ones view Lo
examining individual routes
and he cautioned the Board
against further delaying the
consiruction of corridor by
submitting an interim report.
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Newcastle resolution filed

A resolution from the Town of Neweastle which asked 4
that scheol boards be required to levy and colleet future
school taxes was liled by the finance committee of Halton
Hills council Monday night, although members agreed in
principle with the intent of the Neweastle resolution.

Much as 1 hate paying school laxes, we'd only be
thaplicating costs already borne by the town, saitd committee
chairman Harry Levy.

Councillor Pat McKenzie agreed although noting it

netiled him when board of education taxes sent the mill rate
spiralling—and council takes the blame,
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FREE
ESTIMATES

CATHEA CONCRETE

‘RESTORATIONS LTD.

250 MARTIN ST., MILTON, ONTARIQ, CANADA

Enhances the beauty antd
volue of your home

E xpertly insthlled withow
piles of carment and sand on
your paths and lawns

No weaitin g for congrete 1o
cure, no frost problems
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ELECTRONIC

BUG KILLER

Rated Y Acre

Black & Decker
1 LAWN EDGER

*32.49

Disston.

Disston Heavy Duty

GRASS
- SHEARS

)

‘Steel Wall
6'x15"

SWIMMING

2 MAN

TENT

3 MAN

TENT

I Only 7x5x3'6" $2 90 95

onros 46,95

Vireriink-

LAWN MOWERS

ELECTRIC

18" Black & Decker
18"MTD

GASOLINE

1)

20" 3 H.P. MTD
207 3 H.P. MTD
D

207 3 H.P. MTD

Q-

5 H.P. Gear Driven 2 Speed

ROTO
TILLER
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e 5

*89.9

sDamonstrator
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HARDWARE

DOWNTOWN ACION

853-2720




