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Continued from poge 1

Dr. Brooks said people al
the Minlstry of Natural
Resourced had told him that
the material Hydro used was

st & ‘'conglomeration of
unk." He said he had done o
study of his own only two and
n hall weeks ago and been
gurprised at the foults found
in Hydre's referenve maps.
He said they amitted streams
where there were troul and
described one aren he was
acquainted with as Poplar
swamp when il was
redominantly dry. He said
EE had walked on it during the
April spring run-off and never
wel his feet.

Erin lownship, Dr.
Brooks noted, contained the
headwaters of the IKramosa,
Credit and Speed Rivers and
a vast pumber of underlying
Rpri |
1ast place to take o power lime
through. A nated authority at
the University of Waterloo
sald the township contatned
‘the hest cold wiler stream in
Southern Ontarie. He snid he
was nol surprised livdre

ple could not identily the

cadwaters of the Eramosa
River in a recent session
utilizing the maps they had
for sour¢e material.

Pr. Brooks said liydro
planned to take A oand B
routes through white and red
?inﬂ growth, some of the
astest pgrowing irees in the
area, and he could net believe
they cauld keep them irim-
metd as they claimed 50 as not
to Interfere with pawer lines.

Aswell as an effect on the
eenlnﬁy of the warea, Dr.
Brooks swid considerable
evidence existed that electro
magnetic fields from  high
vollage bines can produce
geclous behavieral changes
in animals including damage
lo perceptlon, brain cartex,
memory, learning and sleep.
Hoe said the nervous system of
animals works by an electro-

‘chemlenl  process andd
prolonged periods of ex-
posure may have some elfcet
on them. He ¢laimed studies
should he done, otherwise
there could be serious con-
sequences to animals of the
area.

. Brooks also said
Hydro never investigated
availability of infra-red
pholographs of the land under
study although they were
nvailable Irom the National
Air Library. '

The speaker also said o
Forester with Ontario Hydro
saltt there was no way they
c¢ould ever go through o ¢edar
bush as proposed and he
never  gunraplece
whether the works crew
would do what he asked them
to do.

[ir. Waltker of Hytro said
the reason why some ol
Hydro's maps did net contuain
the proper Information was
hecnuse it hut not been trons-
ferred from the original
source materiak 1o the maps
and cross-hatched but had
gtill been identified and used
as part of the study. He also
clalmed that the area within
the study would not have been
affected hy improper in-
formuition, anyway,

In thut event, said Elbert
vian Donkerpoed, executive
dircetor of the 500 member
Christian Farmers
Federation of Ontarcio, that
did not exelude mistakes in
other areas ef the study. He
also noted Hydro hind used in-
dependent  studies of each
area amd rated them and this
nﬂuirml n values judgnent
whilch he and his organization
could not agree with because
It did not take agriculture into
sufficient account.

Mr. van Donkergooed said
the chaice of prioritics has an
cffect an where Hydro said
the line should go. In his
opinion the priorities were not
necepiable to the agricultural
communty because L was
low .

Dr. Walker agreed there
was a problem with privrities
but said someone had to make
o degision. But Mr. van
Donkergoed spid taking six
maps on different scales and
throwing thems in one pot
made it itnpassible to achieve
the proper balance of values.
“You ecan'tl mix them and
muake them scceptable,” he
said.

s which should be the’

Much of the meelings
were also taken up with
cempensation for farmers
and other property owners
whose land would be
iraversed by hydro lines.
Hydro pointed oul there
were two  melhoeds of
compensation—either  out-
right sale of the corridor
width to them or an
easement.

The firs! attempt lo raise
the issue brought o large cry
from Catharine O'Donnell of
Urton who said il was crude
and ill-concerned to talk
nbout ||1ri-:u when they should
be talking aboul homes,
livellhood and environment,
Loud applause greeled her
remarks. :

Another resident who
stepped 1o the microphone
spid the real problem in
compensation was for those
who did not get hydro towers
on lheir property and stil)
must look at them without
any compensalion.

Lawyer Southey replied
that the point raised was the
subjectof 2 report by the Law
Ilteformy Association and they
had decided against it

because of the practical
problems of who should be
compensated and who should
not, Southey admitted the
lines were on intrusion hut he
claimed, “Prople do get so
they stap losking at them."

A female volee from the
audience nsked: *'Bul why
make yourself miserable?”

Commission favors
Limehouse crossing

Jean Besz presented a writ-
ten report from the Nmagara
Escarpment Commigsion in-
dicating the commission
favored the Limchouse oros-
sing of the Escarpment over
nny other alternatives pre-
sented by Ontario Hydro. But
sho also told the Environ-
mental Hearing Beoard' last
Tuesday the anly other alter-
native was one line running
along the lop of the escarp-
ment.

The board is huldinin ger-
jes of mectings al Hillsburgh
to study the Bradley lo
Georgetown hydro corridor
and its alternatives,

Asked if the commission
would conslder an alternative
reute if it was found Lo be bet-
ter than the existing roule,
Ma. Besz said she was in no
position toanswer at this time
and the commission would
have to study the proposal.
She said they would like to be
conssited on further alterna-
tives,

The “best route” would
have as little impacl as pos-
sible on the escarpment.

John Schnetder of the Inter-
ested Citizens Group said
part of the problem in finding
o helter route was the re-
stricted study area. He e
peated the theme of the ICG
that there would be less en-
vironmenta] impact if the
corridotr followed existing
corridors already owned by
Untario Hydro.

Schneider said it was the
consensus of opinion among
his group, comprised of 3500
to 4,000 people most of them
in Halton and South Welling-
ton—that existing corridors
were the answer but at meet-
ings attended by in excess of
500 peeple, they were con-
cerned ol the “‘incomplete
study Hydro has done.™

That view cut no ice with
Ernest Michael Kenney of
Hydro's right-ol-way plan-
ning department. He admit-
ted to the board that Hydro
would have put the three pro-
pased lines in three different
rights-of-way if *'we could get
away with it.""

Asked if Hydro had not con--
sidered other areas because
Systems Planning had al-
ready decided to go else

"where, Kenney said this was

correcl He also said using
ﬁ;isf_ﬁ; colTidors was conh
sidered prior to the study, and
during the study, at Mr,
Schoetder's request, but it
was unfavorable because the
line was not secure. He od-
mitied Systems Planning of
Hydro made the decislon.

Is it mere desirable to put
lines through areas of least
population? *'1 don't agree,”
sald Kenney, He said he ne-
ver heard of & case where
animals or people were killed
beeause of standing under hy-
dro lines. However, he said
the proposed Bradliey to
Limehouse corridor wouid be
the first of ils kind in Ontario
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and nostudies have heen done
on cffects to animals or
people.

Kenney's view was dispul-
ed by Mr. Manton of the Grey
Caunty Hydro corridor Com-
mittee, whe said this catlle
would not cross under 230 kV
lines Lo gel to pasture on doys
of high coronn {(foggy days).

According to a book
“Power Over People™, from
Oxford Universily Press,
written by Physicist Louise
B. Young the discharge of
high voltages into the air can
produce oxone, a form of oxy-
gen with three (rather than
two) atoms in its molecular
makeup, and oxldes of nilre
gen.

Qzone .can oxidize or
“burn” healthy tissue and
nifrogen oxides form nitrous
acids and one of the major
components of smog. All of
these might well affect people
and plants that live near high
voltage lines, the author
states. The book is circulating
at. the meetings.

People who live near such
lines in the U.S. say that high
voltage alternating current
scls up a powerful cleciro-

magnetic field that induces
voltages and currents in any

electrical conductor—gener-
ally metallic objeets—within
aboul 200 feet of the lines.

In a recent survey 18 fami-
lies living near the Ohio
Power Co's 765-kV line re
ported being shocked by
touching farm -machinery,
wire fepces or even damp
clotheslines. Two women
camplained of shocks receiv-
ed while on the toilet. Others
complained of bad TV recep
tion and the sizzling sounds of
the electrical discharge.

Hydro however, admitting
mild shocks can occur, insists
scientific studies show linecs
do not produce ozone or any
harmiul elffects. Grounding
buildings and fences near the
line can solve most of the
other problems, the ulility in-
gigts,

However, those who attend-
ed last week's four day meel-

Schneider says

Northern route save millions

John Schneider of R.R. 2,
Acton, told the Environmen-

tnt Henring Board that exist- -

i hydro corridors running
almost empty could casily
supply nll the capacity Ont-
aro Hydro would produce nt
the new Bruee nuclear power
stntlon without prﬂwmrﬁg 0
new corridor from Bradley
Junction lo Georgetown.

Mr. Schneider said the pre-
sent Essa to Kleinburg eorri-
dor Is only operating at aboul
16tz percent capaclty and
would be ldeal for transport-
ing power north rather than

- bringing il from the east-wesl

MNanticoke to Pickering grid
which would be supplied by a
Hruce to Limehouse corridor.

11 would be less expensive
1o bring power to Essa rom
Bruce, he suggesied, and il
would save 100 miles of trans-
mission lipe to boot. His
stnlements were made 1in
Hillsburgh during two weeks
of meetings Lo assess the im-
Pﬂt of o proposed Bradley to
Amehouse hydro corridor.

lhj'drn lawyer J. B. Southey
snid the way suggesied by
Mr. Schneider was beyond
the terms of reference for the
board which, he satd, was re-
qtricted to about 25 miles of
praposed corrider between

polnts 95 and 33, slightly north
of Ballinafad to another point
wesl of Shelburne.

“What iy the reason it i3 not
feasible?" nsked Board
chairman D, S. Caverly.

Mr. Southey said It wasan
tnlricgte question of ?[vstems
planning which he did not
think should be introduced at
a meeting which had restrict-
ed puidelines. Besides he
said, the suggestion had al-
ready been consldered and
rejected hy Hydro, the Onl-
ario Cabinet nnd Dr. Solandt
in his oft-quoted report of the
Solandt Commisslon.

Southey also said It would
mean calling in Hydro sys-
tems planners and enlarge
the scope of the heonrings,
“I'm afrafd,” he said,
“Either woe get into 1t or we
don't.”

Chairnman Caverley zaid he
had no authority to enlarge
the scope of the hearings but
reminded Sauthey lie haa not
restricted discusslon In keep-
ing wilth his inltial statement
June 26. But the Hydro law-
yer said Dr. Solandt had ol
ready given sufficient rea-
sons for rejecting the Sehnej-
der suggestion, a statement
challenged by the lawyer for
the Interested Citizens, R, S,

Aggregates lost

J, M. (Mae) Duff, who
rates a Limehouse gravel
pit, appeared before the En-
vironmental Hearing Board
Wednesday evening to ask If
there was a possibility he
could getl all the sand amd
gEravel out of the pits before
the hydro corridor goes
through.

He told the board il was o
well known fact Hallon is
short of sand and gravel amd
the Limehouse crossing of the
Escarpment which Hydre
says Dr, Solandt recommend-
ed, goes through his opera-
tien. The operatton is elassi-
fied number one in a study in

a mineral resmirce stiudv of
Hallon.

Unless Hydro makes some
provision for taking sand and
gravel oul of Lhe operation,
Duff said the aggregates
could be permanently lost.

Duff also admitted the
rauie picked for the corridor
was the best in the area, not-
ing there was no other place
lo put it withoul disrupling
many other things. :

But, he said, "It plays hell
with our future plans.” He
snid between the Niagara
Escarpment Commission and_
Umario Hydro the situation s
extremely complicated.

Duff wasn't the only area
operator to complain about
Onmlario Hydro's plans to push
a 250-foot corrmidor through
the cenire of Halton Hills.
David Moffat of Lot 2, Con. 5,
Halton Hills," raises mixed
vegetables on his 20 acre
[arm with the use of an irri-
gation system. He (old the
board he was concerned with
the lack of precise informn-
lien regarding the effect the
hydro lines would have on his
syslem.

ings of the Environmental
Hearing Board were notl con-
vinced.
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If corridor

Moffat noted the pipes used
W carry waler were also ex-
celent for conducting electri-
¢ity, and he was not satisfied
with explanations so far from
Hydro about any dangers in
his system,

Board chairman D, 8,
Caverly advised Mr. Moliat
to pul hig head together with
Art Mosher of Ontario hydro
and bry te work out a solution
and then come back to the
Board if he way not satisfied.
Molfatl suid his land was loe-
ated at the junclion of ihe
Brice and the Nanticoke lines
and it would produce a corri-
dor 1,000 feel wide,

Smith,

And Mr. Schneider test!'fed
that ground rules have
changed simee Dr. Solandt
gave his reporl. He reminded
the board the government has
reguested Hydro o start sav-
Ing money and asked what
better way to de it then
eliminating almost 100 miles
of new corridor. As o busi-
nessman 1 gquestion the soli-
dity of building another witre
house when one is emply,”
Schneider saild.

Southey said, however, that
the proposals had been turned
down in general terms tn the
Solandt Report and ina letter
(rom Energy Minister to Wik

tinm Mann, chairman of the

Interested Cllizens, He soid
Hydro hnd to censider the
capbilities of a transmission
line if & faull occurs some
where else in the provincial
system 1o handle emergen.
vies. He pointed out Dir. Sol-
andt had sald the corridor
might have to traverse some
of the most popular recrea-
tion Inrd in Southern Ontario
if Mr Schneider's idras were
necepted,

The cehalrman peinted o
that Mr. Southey’s arguments
were out of date, that Dr. Sol-
and{ was referring {o another
Schneider proposal. The new-
vst one had evolved over the
weekend,

Mr. Southey was not con-
vinced. He saud the Schaeider
plan had been put forward on
nany ecensions ol the Min
ister said he was not geing Lo
expand the terms of reference
to cover thal fiekd of stuily,
T T open it up 1 have (o bear
the full cansequences,” he
?E.'llifi, “aml | prefer to leave

The chalrman  suppested
Mr. Southoy forget about sys-
tem planners and asked if Mr,
sSehneider's (igures on which
his case was based were cor-
reet.

Southey reluctantly agreed
the figuares were correct—
lf:mrururily—-hut the real
newd for the Essa to Klein-
burg corridor was for trans-
mission of power for 4 more
bnportant geneeating station
tathe Toronto load centre. He
saikd Hydro anticipales a ned
for the capacity of the corei-
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dor in future from Georgian
Hay (o the Toronto load sys-
lem.

sSouthey ndmitted there was
reom for another line in the
corridor but satd Hydro
wanis to key up (or tranamis-
sion of power from more
northern parts of Northern
Onlario to Toronto.

But Blr. Schneider pooh-
poohed Southey’s allegations
noting Dr. Sotandt had re
viewed the sltuation on o long
termn plan which was not ap-
proved. It is important, he
sald, that Hydro bring out a
fong term plan showing how
they were going to use the
corritor now Lhey had been
ordered to cut ‘back, He said
all long term plans of Hydro
were subject to the approval
o the recently appointed Por-
ler Commission,

Sehneider said he had been

predded by Dr. Solandt 1,
find a socially accepluble
route as an aliernative 1o the
Georgetown to Bradley cor-
ridor using existing corridors
and with the unveiling of fu-
ture Hydro expansion plans
had been able to do 50 by just
vonnecting IFlesherton tn Es-
sii—which wps more direct
pindd hadl less people. 1t would
nlsao save valuable farmiland
amt not go through the popu-
lor scenie arcas Dr. Solandt
referred Lo io his request.

Mr. Southey said l’nls may
all be trae bul when Encrgy

Minister Dennis Timbrell
considered the route he still
agreed with Dr, Solandt.

Mr. Timbrell was operating
under a misunderstanding,
stated Interested Citizens’
lowyer R, S. Smith.

Yos, agreed Schneider, Mr.
Timbrell thought the route
was 2t miles lopger and
would entail greater cost.
“We're suggesting a shorter
roaule. AMr., Timbrell doeg not
understand  the situation.”
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