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Hydro route challenged
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,» Three members of the Ont-
ario Environmental Hearlng
Eﬁfﬂ are wiuli.t aware rtnﬂli
ngs against a partia
Hludr of the proposed hydro
Lorr
and Bradley Junction does
not Sit well with residents
glong the route of the 250 foot
wide swath.
., Meeting in hot humid Hllls-
baurgh Community Centre
Thursday night, they were
reetod by dozens of Fic]u:ts
randizshing signs asking for
an independent study ol the
gntire corrldor and sug-
gesting that Ontario Hydro
was the lail thot wogs Lhe
Ontario Government dog.

The corrldor and ils six
storey high towers would
oross the escarpment at
Limechouse and proceed norih
across highway 7, just cast of
Acton, along the middle of the
Eifth Concession and into
RBrin township en iis way lo
Bruce. :

Boagrd chairman D, §,
Calverly, Alymer, vice-
chairman A, Moodie of
Nepean twp. and metmber Dr.
Garl Martin of Milton did not
seem ruffled by the demon-
station or by the displeys of
hostility in the meeting, but
the sometimes tumuliuous

Ings were nol o
dinary fare In the hamlet of
Hillsburgh.

Villagers scem purzled by
the display by pickets and
those who oppose the
corvidor, bul a four man team
of experls from Onlario hydro
found it diffl xult to wrest the
apeeting away [rom Lhe
isputants who hooted thelr
displeasure, argued wilh
.lt_re r conclusions and
tdemanded an independent
sjudy of the proposed route
from the junclion of the cast-
west line near Milton to
Bradley Junction, In Bruce
County, where the corridor
stvings Into the Bruce nuclear
power planl
‘Encrgy Minister Dennis

Timbrel ordered a review of .

the informaotion concerning
the alignment of the corridor
from Point 95 to a point north
pf Ballinofad to Point 33
which s west of Shelburne,
following meetings with the
interested Citizens ﬂmur,
hvaded by Erin township
resident Willlam J, Mann.

" However, the group
Elaims Mr. Timbrell i (rying
te divide the people of the 15
tewnships along the possible
route of the hydro corridor
with four different proposals
for a route. They would
drefer an independent study

such as the ene done by Bruce

Howlett for the conlroversial

‘dast-west 500-kY corridor
from Nanticoke to Pickering.
It aroused the ire of the Con-
cernéd Cltizens led by Lee
Symmes of Terra Cottn, and
resulted in a change of route
for the original corridor
Hydro proposed.

. ., Ontario Hydro's team,
beaded by Art Mosher, who
headed the team which de
wned the route of Lhe cor
ridor, was assisled by Don
Fraser, Al Bisschop and
Allan Vaughan in defendin
Hydro's proposed route whltﬁ
joge at one peint over three
eoncessions., :

_The jog, Hrdm claims is to
avoid top farm land and
follow a route least damaging
tp the environment.

The jog represents a dil-
ferent view to some Inter
ested Citizens. They claim it
is avoiding the properties of
influential ple and has
nothing to de with environ-
mentai values,

. The Environmentlal
Hearing Board's chore is lo
sort out the evidence and
come up with concluslons
based on mectings which
start In Hillsburgh Com.
munity Centre at 10 a.m. July

dor belween Georgetown -

15, 1975. Chalrman D, §.
Caverly told the more than
200 people crowding the com-
munlty centre that mectings
will be held until he is salls-
fied all the written and oral
briefs pertaining to the cor-
ridor are preseated and all
quesiions answered.

Halton Hills farmer Reford
Gardhouse told the board,

however, that the bearings.

could go on ad irfipitum
unless there was an indepen:
dent study of the enlire route,
He said Ontarleo Hydro mis-
represented  their case by
claiming they had consulted
plapning boards along the

' route,

“I was a member of the
Esquesing planning board
and know there was never a
study of criterin done in our
nren,'” he sald. Gardhouse
lives on Lhe Fourth Line of
Hatton Hills, north of Five
Sideroad. He was indlgnant
the Government would order
n review of the route between
a polnt just north of Ballin-
nfad to o Int near the
hamtet of Colbeck and forget
about residents in hls aren
and along the rest of the
route. “*How can you study
the middle and not either

William Mann

end?" he asked the members

- of the Board.

Erin tﬂwnshi[) farmer Bill
Brouwer, wagging his finger,
at members of the Hydro
team, said it was time the
corporation forgot abou!

figures and deollars and’

remembered there were
ple who lived along the
ine. He charged many of his
neighbors anlong the roule
never hod the opportunity to
answer questionnaires Hydro
sent out, : _

Mr. Brouwer lives on Lot
22, Con, 2, Erin township, and
he acknowledged the corridor
went *'right behind his barn.”

“Why don't you want an
independent study?” Is it be
couse other people have mo e
money and more Influence?”
he asked Hydro members.
“We are crealures, we aren't
material to be shoved here
and there,” he said in an
impassioned address to loud
applause lrom the audience.

“That's a geod indication of
how the ple here {eel”,
enid the Interested Citizens
Group chairman, William
Mann, rushing to the
microphone.

Earlier the group sparted
with the chairman over the
terms of reference for the
hearing and asked il (hey
would be restricted to the cor-
ridor between Points 95 and
313. Chairman Caverly said he
never unduly restricted dis-
cussion on points ol
reference. He pointed oul the
Envirenmental Hearing
Board would make a recom-
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mendation to  Energy
Minister Dennls Timbrell.
Would the recommendntion
be for an independent study of
the entire corridor? The
“dalrman said It would
apend on the evidence
presented al the hearings.
interested Citizens’ spokes-
man Willlam Mann sold
people of the aren always
thought previous hearings
had been stacked in favor of
Hydro, Residents bad to {ace
the tremendous resources of
the Hydro team, often sophis-
licoted and this had hobbled
their group in the past.
Gordon Kidd of Halton Hllls
nsked the hearing if the line
which was to tap off the
Brndleﬁ lo Georgetown line
and thence lo Kitchener
would be - included
review,
The chalrman pointed out Lhis
was not in the terms of refler-
ence. He also told Mr. Kidd
they were prepared for
evening meetings ns well, if
NeCesSSAry.
Jo Schneider asked the
board why they couldn't go

in the

‘back lo Mr, Timbrell and ask

for a study (rem 401 to
Hradley, "Can't it be done?"!
she asked.

~All things ure possible,”
the chairman replied.” We
don't commil ourselves until
we hear all the evidence.
When everything is snld then
we will nsk Me. Timbrell to do
thils or that.

i .
Chairman Caverly said tha
possibllity of n fifth alter-
native for a roule was not
included in the_ lerms of
reference for the board. This
brought William Mann to his
feet demanding to know who
was running the meeting and
charging Hydro was dictating
the terms of reference.
Earlier the chairman told
the mecting references o
Limehouse in the evidenee
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Pickets, prickly questions, heat

greet Environmental Hearing Bd.
v 3

Placard carrying protestors greeted members of the Environmantal Heerin
Board whﬂnythgvpnppﬂamd gt Hillsburgh Thursday night, . J

were really only confusing
the issue bécause it was nol

Included in the siudy area.

At this point Ontario Hydro
sturted thelr presentation
with senlor planping engineer
Art Mosher teading off. Many
of the people in attendance
started (o leave, charging
they were going o hear the
same old thing that hod made
them so angry in the first
place.

The chalrman - asked for
order and requested these
with signs lo leave them al
the hack and extend the
courtesy of listening tlo the
Hydrp presentatlon. The
order got one  enthusiastic
clapper—slightly embuarr-
?EE& when no one edse joined
3,

Mr. Mosher owllined the
history of the corridor from
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the time {t was concelved,
reviewed the bistory of the
Salandt Commission and the
recommendations  which
proceeded from it !

He sald the proposed route
wis (irst ootlined in Mareh,
74, T0 s 250 feel wite und
wlll cuarey one line to start.
Addltions will huave to bave
Ministerlal approval and
wire hieing consitdlered by the
Commission on Long Range
Planning headed by Dr.
Porter. Towers on the roufe

are 162 feet high and spans

about K Teel aparl.

Hydro representalives
defended thelr ¢hoice of one
of the four rowtes oullined
along the defined area nind
pointed out the most sensitive
Arens were crossings of the
Iramosn snd Grand Rivers.
They clahmed they selected o

new 1412 DAVID BROWN

80 H.P. Tractor on a 5 furrow plow
and the 1210 DAVID BROWN with

the new 65 series quick-attach loader.

Demonstration to start from
Ed Stewart’s Garage & Equipment Ltd.
at 1:.00 p.m. , Tuesday, July 8th.

route which would de the
lenst  dinage  ccologivally,
especinlly in wet lands,
Itydro officlal Don Fraser
sodd ony intrusion Into the
Framosn River valley would
dffect the onvironmend
because 1t was blolegleally
sensilive.

Questioned, Fruser admil-
Led he did hot know whiere the
tieadwaters of the Eramosa
were but he he estimoated the
width of the Eramosn River
vitlley te be about 2,00 to 3,000
feoet,

Thit brought John
Schoeider, long-time ex-
ponent of another alternative
to. the route, to his f(eet,
pointing out 1o the board why
they had requested an alter-
nativd be investigated, Now,
he sald, we are saddled with
problems on  problems on
widems, beeause it had not
wen done.

Why sove bogs and wet
tunds? nsked Judy Palterson
und go through ngriculiurui
land-saving land that i3 no
good and ruining land that
could leed us Inter?

Hydro officiols replied they
also worked under restrie-

tlons from the wvarious
Government minisiries In
biolegically senaitive urens.
They were asked (o avold
them. The Ministry of
Natural Resources delined
the arcas through the conser
vation nuthorities and using
the Toronto Cenlred Reglon
Plon lor a gulde.

The Hydro team sald every
aitempt was also made tlo
avoid Class A farm land. The
statement was greeted with
loud boos. '

Katharine O’'Donnel, fiery
spokesman for rale i iy

e Orton aren, challenged
the response to  hydro
_ﬂuestiunnulrta a8 being in-

lentive of the feellngs of
people of the area, she
Poimm;! out only 99 answered
hem while there are 4,355
voters In the township of
trin. However, My, Mosher
suid there were 1300 rural
hydro customers in Erin,
excluding the larger centres,
and {t was consldered a [nirly
adequate representation,
Two hundred and twenly-
ecight questlonnalres were
sent oul,

Hydro's tenm, questloned
by John Schneider, snld they
had studled east of the
Eramosa River but admitted
it had been under thelr own
terms of reference, Arl
Mosher told the meeting he
was chalrman of the Hydro
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tenm charged with fnding
the most cdirect route from
Georgetown toe Bruce,

Why wasn't the Esan route
consldered then? wis  the
question. Tt is closer, ¥ say the
map Is misleading, sald John
Schnelder, Mosher roplied
that the issue hoad been dis.
cussicd by  the Solandt
Commission,

Willlom Mann summed up
the four hour mweting fur the
board by suggesting previous
Hydro Information hod been
misleadlng, the datn bad, and

— -

peeuple would not be satisfied
until they got an independent
study.

Karen Glenn

An vrror in the June 25
editlon of the Free Presy
redited  Shelly Young o6
wing vidledictorian for the M.
Z. Bennelt praduntion eloss,
Kuren Glenn was the student
whe delvered the valedie-
lory.  This NeWEHIper
apalogizes for the mistnke,
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