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Oh, to be a kid again

Their own home town was the
unusuat subject for grades 4, 5 and
6 students at the M. Z. Benneit
school one day recently.

It was this same group that
spent last Thursday at an impress-
ive crafts day. Another full day
their study was their home county.

The historic walking tour -

through Acton was a unique project
that took a lot of planning and the
guides who went along ended up
realizing they didn’t know as much
about the town as they might.

How many old-timers know
where all these places are?

The first schoothouse, the first,
second and third brick buildings,
the site of Col. Beardmore's man-
sion, an early Adams family home,
radial line and radial station, horse

sheds, two former churches now
homes, the grave of Robert Little,
the first industry, the second indus-
try, site of Henderson’s pond and
dam, the Sidney Smith home {now
part of a school), the pioneer ceme-

with first settlers’ graves, the
drill shed. .

And the site of what used to be
one of the busiest places in town —
the railway station! ,

Teacher Marlene Titan pre-
pared guide sheets for the people
who accompanied the youngsters,
and everyone whipped through the
whole town in three hours.

In the afternoon, everyone
visited an industry-—new and reaily
impressive experiences,

Most adults would have loved to
be school kids again for this special
program of learning and crafts.

Another go at the creek

So government-sponsored
young people are going to clean up
the school creek again this year! A
phone call to Credit Valley
Conservation Authority
headquarters brings the skimpy
information old tires and other
debris will be picked up

Many crossings of the Robert
Little and library bridges have
failed to show much debris, but
maybe neighbors are too used to
the sight to spot the flaws.

Qlean-up of the creek through
town by students shouldn’t really
take long. Wonder what the crew
will think of next, after all the junk
is taken out?

If they cut weeds by the library,
they'll discourage the cheeky

ducks who have been extending
their terriforial limits beyond the
pond for the past two years. The
cement channelization through the

subdivision makes for sterile
neatness, but eliminates all the
charm.

The long-range plans of the

centennial library committee

included a vision of a beauty spot

around the property. They hoped

for stone wiers which would cause

the water to cascade gently down

into a pool, with natural stone

banks and maybe a fountain.

We guess the government
wouldn't pay for all that—unless

~ maybe the fountain had a plaque on

it.

Onward and upward!

The scout hall addition is a
project that—believe it or not—
won't have any government
suppart! No grants for students to
do the work. 'No designation that
school lane is a provincial
depressed area!

Just donations collected and
volunteer labor. Congratualtions to
the organizers!

+ + o+
A major project like Church St.

L

reconstruction can’'t be 'done

avernight. The result wilt be good—
but right now things are quite a
mess for the neighborhood.

No use complaining. You can't

make an omelette without breaking

eggs, as they say! Dust, noise,
power cutoffs are inevitable for a
little while. -'

[t's temporary inconvenience,
permanent improvement.
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SHARON ARCHIBALD of Holmesway Pl. and Lynn
Emond of Main Street enjoy covering 1l-year-old
-Tony Sheppard of Kingham Hill with sand Saturday
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Sugar and Spice

Rather belatedly, I'm reading Hugh
Garner's autobiographical One Damn

Thing After Another, and thoroughly
enjoying it.

There are two types of people to whom
this book waould appeal: those interested in
the . rather mysterious worlds of the
professionnl writer - and  publisher, and
those who enjoy the reminiseences of a ro-
bust and pricly personality who has done a
lot of living in sixty-odd years.

It is far from Garner's best book. ftis
repetitious and padded inexcusably ‘with
articles he has written and a speech he has

.made, There is nothing of the grace and

strength of his magnificent short stories or
the solid skill of his good novels.

But that's as it should be. He is writing
obout Hugh Garner the man, ns well as
Hugh Garner the writer and nobody knows
better than he that, while the latter may be
on the way to becoming a Canadian
literary giant, the former has feet of clay,
if not putty. ;

Qur.readers write

by bill smiley

Garner makes it quite clear that he is
far from being an admirable person, in the
usual sense, He gets drunk at or arrives
drunk at, formidably serious events, He
teils people to do impossible biologtical -
things to themselves,

As he tells it, he is the sort of guy you
would never invite to a second party at
your place, hecause he would likely bave

“insulled someone at the first party. Or, if

¥ou invited him to a party as the guest nf
honer, he'd probably get into a beer parlor
and forget all about it, leaving you, his .
host, with egg on vour face when the
“distinguished author" failed to show.

Despite the somewlat dim  light (n
which Garner often shows himself, he
makes it perfecily clear that he admires
himseclf very much. Out of the book comes
a god, strong, healthy ego, which is fine.
Bovery real wriler must have this belief |
himself, or he turhs into n door-mat for
editors and publishers.

And somoewhere along the line, as you
read this book, vou begintoshare Garner's
opinien of himsell.

School system must be changed within structure

RR.2,
Roclkowood,
May 22, 1975,

To the Editor,
Dear Sir:

In response o letters appearing in
o ihe Tadepiians (B oY
a e etown
Rev. K. Campbell and M. )
potnt oul first of all to Rev. Campbell that
my twenty vears of writing letters to news-
papers owned by Lhe Dills Publizhing Co.,
and as an avid reader of letters to these
publications, T have never read & letter that
was rrational or abusive. Sometimes of
course, the truth hurts,

" [ am faltered that the Reverend noted
my inlerest in the environment . Of course |
am concerned with the ﬂil]ptIll of glrh-lﬁ:;
no{ with the spreading of it. R
altendance at the Renalssance Rally in Mil-
ton, and the discrepancy in numbers from
vious rallies, it could have been that the
ilm “'Sexuality and Communications™ was
ﬂ'il:lt:i.l;l‘lh’!n; card. t
scount the testimony of one paychia-
trist. Daily in our courts p-ychl.llrru test.
ify for both defense and prosecution. 111?
seldom nfme. I could mention the US.
S bt g e o
core & not
harmiul. This was a rePort of all
from the field of psychiatry to the media. Sa
much for the lestimony of psychiatrists! 1
¢o maintain, however, that our children
should be educated in sexual malters.

I love the Reverend's reference o the
Apostle Paul, though this Interna-
tionat Women's Year, [ think I would have
sta clr.-aﬁ': of Paul. The Biﬂl;!e {3 riddled
with quotations, proverbe, etc., each con-
lrndic‘il the other, but to atick with the
Apostle Paul, there is a difference between
‘providing’ and after having provided,
coming back to the public purse for a re
The choice of schools for one's children
is very important but we cannot all send our
children to a schoal of our own cholce, or we
would ruglm almost as many schools as
we have homes, and as we are & nation of

marny ethnic groups, and
the vlmmummmm
the schools, and parents wishing for

'

specialized education, should provide for it
outside of the system.

M. Traas pointed out that Christian reli-
glon has been replaced by secular human-
ism. If this comes to mean the end of Man’s
Inhumanity to Man, the end of bombings
and shootings in lrtiand, an end to Middle
East strife, if this means an end to global
conflict, (remember that each German
soldler wore “God With Us" on his belt
buckle, and that the Allies prayed for vic-
tory before esch battle) well, T for one will
a secular humanjsm!?

rotghout the ages, humanity has suf- .

fered far more darkneas than light in the
name of religion. Religious wars, the
Inquisition, 8, there I3 not an atro-
city that has not been commitied by mem-

bers of one faith or another. 1 respect 1he
right of people to follow the religion of their
choice, but again, we cannot provide
schools for people of every religious per.
suasion.

B, Froas says the Alliance of Christian
Schools here in Ontario has eight thousand
students. In 1973, (the latest hgures avail-
able} inthe Province of Ontario there was a
total of one million, four hundred amd

twenty two thousand, cigh! hundred and

eighty five students in the Ontario School

System. Of this number cight hundred and .

ninety elght thousand, six hundred andg
sixty eight children were in the Publie
School System. ]

Although the parents of these students
may not be ecstatic about the system, Ihey

Force of evil is powerful

 Dear Editor;

Lalely there is evident concern over the
breakdown of our soclal system and the
growih of crime, violence, disobedience,
racism, ete,, but there is little sald as to the
root cause of all these evils—our own hu-
man nature, :

; We are gim u}u}lhil_l':y to judge right
roim wrong, preler . Our a
petite for evil is voracious, violence fc;r!‘
example foeds on itself and produces more
violence; the victim wishes vengeance
and resorts (o the same violence which
harmed him, while the criminal s aware of
the new way of achleving his own ends.
Even jail will not remove his appetite for
violence, indeed he will seek instruction,
and opportunities for more acts of violence,

ﬂlt&‘h “time of reformation and medita-
on".

My Is that there should be
mwf&’.m. into training
children, »0 (hat they realise they do
have a nature which will lead them to their
own deatruction, as well as the present
teaching on the *'good side” of man.

e are not ¢reatures of love and
we need Lo be aware of the inner
for control of our lives. If we think

good things will happen to us, we will

be stunned when we {ind It is not S0,
The force of evil is power{ful Ereed jind
pride are very evident on all sides. children
must be taught that they must resist these
sins."Sin" is an unaceeptable word in many
cireles, but children know it is resent (f
they are taught to identify their Ead feel-
ings as such. As homes have left the maral
teaching lo the church or Sunday school
children enly tearn how to handle sins one
day & week but come in contact with
::glktgnmﬂs E\;;ry day, Iptus arlificial
' €33 on the s¢ As it any w
the devil wins” i ATk
Some judges suggesl crimnals at
church to improve their control nw? ltt?;f
baser nature, but hablts are hard to break
If, however, children are taught early at
home, and at school, that it is their own
responsibility and duty to do what is right
EI: there is als:ln ﬂtrlla e.tnminie of the same by
¢ nts, only then will w : !
Wﬂ{gd-lhi ’ y ¢ have a better
t this be a “plug" and encourageme
[or our Sunday Schools and ﬂl’?riﬁ'lii::
homes. Keep up the good work. Your coun-
try’s future depends on you!

Yours truly,
3. Drijbep.

have not seen fit to remove their chaldren,
andl this being a democracy, we must ac-
cept the rule of the majority. If the school
system is to be changed it has to be dane
within our demoeratic structure. The topic
on everyone's lips today is education costs,
and we cannot afford o provide for each in-
dividual's tastes. ' _

Education is a specialized field, You
don't attempt to fix a automatic transmis-
sion yoursell, vou don't tell the captain how
to fly a jet We have toplace ourselves in the
hands of the experts. i those directing our
experts fail us, we must replace them, and
the place to do that is at the polls.

W. A. Johnson

Cat rescue
brings thanks

P.0O. Box 343,
Terninal A,

Torento 116, Ontario,
AMay 2. 1975

The Aclen Free Press,
Actan, Ontario

Dear Sice

Please give my very sincere thanks o
all those who helped me rescue my cat on
Sunday, May 1B, 1975 belween 9.45 a.m.-
11.45 a.m. in your park.

Aly special thanks o Mr. Townsley who
did the final rescue and to the family living
at 41 Knex Avenue whe gave me the kind
use of their telephone.

The help of the citizens of Acton is very
much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,
{Mrs.) L. M. Chambers

P.S.—The cat is getting his nails trimmed
this week.

afternoon at the heach of Fairy Lake. Tem
soared into the 30's. Lifeguards will be on duty when
school gets out July 1.
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In most of us, however sedate our lives,
there Jurks a hidden rebel, a wild none
conformist, & teller-off of the boss, a fighter
fnr hopeless cnuses,

(zarner has heen, and is, all of these
things and we can enjoy ourselves,
vicariously, by identifying with his
colorful, battleful life.

Hugh Garnper has been fighting battles
all his life, and o less doughty fighter
woulld long  since have been  buried
physically, socially, and perhaps
spiritually.

As o kid, he fought the obloquy and
aceasional humiliation of the very poor in
a Toronlo slum, and emerged from it tough
and chip-on-shoulder.

As a youth, he dropped out of schoot and
ran  head-on Cinto the Depression. He
tummed ail over North America, riding
[reights, seeing country, working at many
things and storing a great fund of ex-
perience for his {wture fiction.

He learned earlier the frustration of a
proletariat facing the establishment and
this led to a suspicion of, and disillusions
ment with, authority, which he has
retained ail his Jife.

He fought as a volunteer in  the
International Brigade in the Spanish Civil
War, This was probably the last gallant
crusade in the history of war, when
thousands of young idealists from many
nations left home to battle fascism, Most of
them were seorned and derided os "'reds”
in their own countries.

Yot Garner was elear-headed enough to
reatize that the Communists were using the
volunteers as dupes, and- he was never
sicked in.

-

Again a fight loomed,when Canada
- declared war on Germany. Garner joined
up, in the army, right away, His “red”
background was against him, so he
switched to the navy and spent a number of
dangerous, tumuliuous and hilarious years
before his discharge as a chief petly of-
ficer (he certainly wasn't “‘officer
material .

Then came the biggest battle of all,
trying to become a professional writer in
Canadie. Al the time, be had about as much
chance as he would have had if he'd chosen

to run for king of England.

Doggedly, he fought stupid edilors,
timud publishers and the great apathy of the
Canadian reader, sustained only by his
own sublime and ceriain conviction that
his stuff was good,

It was a long, pliched battle, with
many a skirmish, the occasional rout, and
the just-ns-occasional victory. But he won.

Al his best, Hugh Garner is one of the
best short story writers in the English
language, with a grasp of the feelings and
molives of Vordinary' people that is whol-
Iy credible. :

tHis novels are above average, a couple

of them excellent, notably'*Cabbage-
town. ™ :

Where most of us can identify with
Garner is in his scorn for the petty, the
bureaucratic, the timid, the phoney.

He s somewhat like a 'naughty™ baby
who pulls the cat’s tail, knocks over the
delicate table with the Spode figurine on it,
and sits up looking around to make supe
everybody is taking notice.

If Canada were the sort of country
which erects statues of its writers, heaven
{ocbid, Garner would be sculpted in solid
stone, a fiendish grin on his face, a chip on
cach shoulder, and his right arm outflung,
the middle finger of that hand ralsed
erectly in the universal gesture,

The Free Press
Back Issues

- 20 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
May 26, 1535

Acton will shortly have a third medicsl
doclor. Dr. and Mrs. Buckner wili move to
Wellington 5t. A son, Hobbie, will come
with them and two daughters who are in
Scoelland wlil joln them later. Another
dnuﬁhter is in Montreal.

r. and Mrs. R. L. Johnston celebrated
their 57th wedding annlversary quletly at
thelt home on Wednesday. Acton friends
extend hearty congratulations,

Miss Dalsy Folster, who is retiring from
teaching, was presented with a spoon at the
regular mmllnﬁnrthe fialton Federation of
Women Tenchers, Esquesing unit In
(Georgetown Tuesday evening. Mr. Kemp of
Burlington made the presentation.

This year Joe Jany was the Acton high
schnol student chosen to go to Ottawa for a
Hn!nrr-spunsurﬁl Adventure In Citizen-
ship. He met Prime Minister St, Laurent
while there,

Excavation hegan Lthis week for the ad-
dition tn Acton high school, which will add
three new classrooms in a wing to the cast
of the present schoal. Debentures were is-
sued at $40,000 for the addition which will
include three classrooms, B storage-room
and nurses's room, with corridor.

St. Alban's Male Chorus has been re-
named Acton Choraliers following (he fast
meeling on Wednesday, May 18, The deci-
sion wns made by popular vote,

leno Braida, son of Mr. and Mrs. Abele
Broida, graduated with honors in Chemical

Engincering from the Universily of Toron-
to, Wednesday. He will do post-graduate
wnork at Urniversity of Torontn,

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
May Z8, 1925

An unusual interest was taken by Acton
Methodists In the proceedings of Hamilton
Canference in sesston at Guelph during the
past week. Among those present for one or
more sessions were:‘Hev and Mrs. J. Culp,
Mr. and Mrs. R, J, Kerr and Mrs, Ostran-
der, Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Brown, Mr. and
Mrs. H. P. Moore, Mr. W, J. Akins, Misses
Clara E. Moore, Mr. W. J, Speight, Fern
Brown, Huth Nelson, Mrs. Annie Johnston,
Miss Belle Stephenson and Miss Lottie E.
Speight, :

Riversdale Farm, the home of Mr. and
Mrs. William McCullough, near Acton, was
the scene of a pretty wedding on Wednes-
day, May 20, when their daughter, Edna
Mabel was united in marriage to Mr. John
Clayton Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liarn Wilson, Ashgrove,

The Acton ladies’ Softball team got
away lo a good start on their 1925 season,
which promises lo be the best the club has
had yect. on Monday when they cleaned up
Evﬂrivlhinﬂ at Frin.

Miss Miriam Hellsberg, of Toronto,
vigited at the home of Mrs. William Ander-
son, Peel Street, on Monday.

Dr. and Mrs. Gollop attended the annual
homecoming at the Royal College of Dental
Surgeons,

A New Yark millionaire whose life has
been despaired of because of prolonged
paroxysms af hiccoughs has been n:mdgb}'
a slranger who described the successful
remedy in these words: *'Stop ecach ear with
a finger. Press firmly. Have someone put a
glass of waler to the mouth and drink.”

/5 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
May 3L, 1900

Mr. John Kenney, Jr. has returned to his
place in the Dominion Boot & Shoe Stlore,
after spending five weeks on the road in the
interest of Oberholtzer & Co., shoe manu-
facturers, Berlin. He took the route of an-
ather traveller who was temporarily lnid
off. The outing was enjoyed and hls big
sales proved his ability to handle stock to
advanlage. :
No present resident of Acton can
remember when the old frame dwelling in
the rear of the residence of Mr. D. Hender-
san, M.P. which is being torn down this
week, was erected. It was built over 70
ears ago and was the farm residence of the
ate Hufud Adams, one of the founders of
Acton. It was well and strongly built, and

much of the timber and lumber it contained
is as sound as when put in. After Mr.
Adams' death one of his daughters held a
private school in the building. It was subse-
uently occupied by the late Mr, Johnson,
alher of Mrs. R. Little; Mr. John Moore,

- Manager of the Toronto Lime and Cement.

Works, Limechouse, occupied It for a time:;
then Dr. Morrow was its owner for some
years, and fiflteen years ago, Mr. Hender-
son purchased it, It was here he resided
when first elected to the Heouse of Commons

in 1BA8. The oid house has been vacant since
1892,

We learn Irom the Youngstown, Ohio,
Telegram that Miss Jennie Steel has been
appointed by the W.C.T.U. of that city to
solicit subscriptions for the erectlon of a
home for the rescue of unfortunale women.
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