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ry’s “House on the

Share in a unique experience that has been enjoyed by millions—visit
Canada's famous Casa Loma, less than an hour's drive from North Hal

ton.
Imagine—a 98 room medieval-style castle in ‘the heart of Toranto!

Canada’s Famous Castle
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TORONTO'S CASA LOMA with its bold turrets and beautiful grounds.
sits hiEh on a hill in the centre of Toronto, It’s worth a visit this suminer,
the whole family will enjoy roaming through it,
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By Roy Downs
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This magnificent landmark
was bullt ween 1911 and
1914 by a famous Canadian—
Sir Henry Pellatt, soldler, fin-
ancier and industriaiist. Sir
Hery was an  “incurable
romantic’ who had life-]

. Interest in the castples
meodieval times, It was not
surprising that he decided to
use some of his amassed for-
tune to build a castle of his
OwWI, -

He spent several vyears
atudying Old World Castles
and gathering materials and

furnishings. He b ht mar-
ble, glass and Pm:gﬁﬁm? from
Europe, teak {rom Asia and
oak and walnut from prime
arcas of North America.
Scotlish stonemasons were
brought o build the massive
wall that surrounds the six
acre site,

Areality

The enchantment of this
famous Iandmark still re-
flects the imagination and
artistry of the owner, the
architect and the many skil-
led craftsmen who helped
make a drenm become a real-
tLy,

You'll be fascinated by the
splendor that is evident
evervwhere. The Conserva-
tory with its elegant bronze
doars, Peacack Alley copied
and named after the historic

ﬂ_,_._.,—--"' baliway in Windsor Castle,

the majestic Great Hall
wItHits 60 font ceiling, the Oak

sow worth $100 milllon
The castle cost Sir He
about $2,000,000. Today, it
could not be duplicated lor 50
times Lthat figure. Its 98 rooms
include three bowling alleys,
30 bathrooms, 25 fireplaces,
52 telephones, an indoor
marble swimming poal, se
veral secret passages and two
towers oflering a magnificent
view of the eity. The ds
are beautifully la

One deseription calla the |

castle "‘a mixture of 17th cen-
lury Scottish Baronial and
20th Century Fox."

Sir Henry might have liked
that description—for he was a
flamboyant multl-millionaire
with an air for showmanship.
His dream was to one day
enfertain royalty in Casa
Lomn, He gave parties for
1000 people at a time, but the
rovalty never came,

Also known as "Pellatt the
Plunger”, Sir Henry was a
founder of the Toronto Elec-
tric Light Company, He made
a ot of money developing

western Canada in the latter S

parl of the 1800s and also
mide a fortune on CPR stock.
He saw  the Americans
harnessing power from Nla-
sara Falls and was determin-
ed to butld an electrical pow-
cr plant on the Canadian side.
S0 he {loated a  $10,000,000
hond lssue in England that,
combined with Canadian
muney, formed the Flectricnad
Bevelopment Company. Ont-

pate in King Edward VIl's
crowning ceremonies and in
one of the lamboyant acts for
which he was famous, decld-
ed to take an entire military
band along—at his own per-
sonal expense. Then In 1510 he
took 670 members of the
Queen's Own to British army
manoceuvers—paying all the
transporfation costs plus
maintenance of the regiment
for several weeks. T the
regiment uses part of Sir
Henry’'s castle for a museum
of Queen’s Own memarablia.

Casa Loma incorporated atl
the latest (for that day) In
electrical equipment, includ-

ing indirect lightlng fitted In-
to the elegantly moulded cell-
ings. Pellatt had an electric
elevator for his wife, n sem!--
Invalld. A refrigeration sys-
tem kept the 1,500 bottles of
wine in his unique wine cellar
at the correct temperature.
City takes over

By the 10208 taxes were kil-

111133]5& Henry and a servant

lem had developed—too

P ew, costing too much. In 1924
he left the castle and moved
to his farm at King. His pos-
acsaions were sold for $500,000
at a fashionable auction, The
city of Toronto took over his
castle for tax arrears.
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- Henry died In 1939, stilt
rich, at the age of B0,

In 1937 the Kiwanls Club of
West Toronte restored Casa
Loma s a touriat attraction.
The club u.lt:eu Its share of the

0 support ma
worthwhile community ];urn[-»]'-Ir
Jects—youth ams, as-
slstance for the bled and
retarded, music festivals and
asslatance for the needy,

Casa loma is located at 1
Auatin Terrace and it's
10 to 4 dally. There is a cafe
teria and gift shop in the low-
er level, You can see It in an
hour, or sgnd a whole day
explaring Casa Loma,
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Reom where three artisans ario Hydro bought this com- 2K
worked for three vears 1o ANy e 18240
faxhion the french oak panel Heceis e knighthood

e the foheary desipined for CEerlatt s kophted ip 1902
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o Yooy 5 . | | THE CONSERVATOLRY reatures Hapion mprblbe floar < aed moarehle i':‘n_m
s SR o Sl Canadian gaarries used as facimg oo the flower beds Sir E‘Iun;‘_x' Bt o
prized collection of tropwal plants and flowers here and the {lower beds

were temperature controlled.




