What

by Harlley Coles
. Recently Toronta Life ran a carfcature
on the front page showing Ontario’s
Progressive Conservative Bmmier reeling
on ring ropes, entitled Portrait of an
Embattied Premier.

Inside the sympathetie article touched
on the problems of the province’s premier,
suggesting Mr. Davis was a pure man who
somechow got into a dir{i; bucket.

Canadian Magazine Is also trying to
figure Mr. Davis out. They've had a
reporter-photographer team following Mr.,
Davis recently trying to plgeon-hole the
man wha's an eniﬁmu to many and yet
received one of the Jargest majorities ever
accorded a government in lhe province.
We doubt they’ll ever really record on
mger what Bill Davis is really like

ause they are looking for something
very compiex in a man who may be un-
compllcated and sincere.

o knows?

Well, the premier or his aides decided it
was time some of the weekly editors and
publlshers of the province had an oppor-
tunily to talk informally with Mr. Davis
and point out to him just where he has gone
wrong. The tete-a-tete with eight editors
and publishers took place in o Royal
Connaught hotel room in Hamilten Friday
night in between some of the frequent
appearances the premier |s making Iately,
sufgcstlng an election 1S soon in the offing.

was one of those wha attended the

_ discussion which started with Mr, Davis
artiving slightly late and shaking hands
and Introducing himsell lo each person
indlvidually. It was a warm hand shake,
unllke a previous one the premier
bestowed. in the frenzy of a conventlon
where this seribbler thought he was much
like the eye in a hurricane—calm and
unhurried.

EHe it up a cigar and invited everyone to
sil around a lable with him and discuss the
problems peculiar to their own orea.

It didn't take long for the editors lo
Bpeak ug}l

"*‘Mr. Davis,” said the publisher of the
German-Capadinn weekly Der Zeitung,
“you looked and acled like a strong leader
when you were [irst elected but that image
has disappeared. What's happened?” He
suggested the premiler should pay less
attention to the professional opinien
makers who he felt had diminished his
profile and make more decisions of his
own. '

“We are tonging for strong leadership,"”
the publisher of Zeitung said with con-
viction.

A lady editor in the group agreed.

Mr. Davis noted all the inadequacies in
the Government were eventually laid at
his dnnmtﬂ%

“I'm- where the buck stops,” he
acknowledged. '

Phil Deachman of the Grimsby
[ndependent said it was his feeling that
lfetime Conservatives haven't been happy
with the Government’s performance but
perhaps former Premicr John Robaris
wasd & hard act tofollow and Mr, Davis was

- not ¢l from the same kind of cloth.
Mr. Davis relit his cigar, took a deep
‘breath, and noted the political climate was
much different from the times in which
Robarts was premler of all the people and
comparisens were hardly apt.

e German-Canadian publisher per-
sisted In. ins}atinF the Government's
decislons were too little and too late with
regord to the land speculation tax which
was designed to toke the heat out of
cscalat Inghhuusing prices. Mr. Davis said
he might have a point but felt there were

benelits,” he admitted.

for ideas thought abhorrent a few .years

is Davis really like?
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many pressures there which maybe (he
publisher had not considered. He
ncknnwledﬁﬂd that blocks of houses had
been hought by speculators in new sub-
divisions and then sold a few weeks later at
profits of from $2,000 to $3,000 per unit but
then launched into a strong defense of the
government’s land speculation tax and the
problem of inadequate housing starts.
"Our greatest Irouble js with the
municipalities. They are refusing to co-
operate with Governmenl schemes (o
relieve the housing shortage,” the premier
replied, He said the government has of-
{fered reasonnble grants, considered all the

alternatives including septic tank sub-

divisions (which experience showed paid
toll later) and came to the conclusion the
system of grants and incentives was the
only feasibie way to get things going.

“The market was overheated,” he

admitted,
"~ Did he think the $1500 grant offcred 1o
first time house hu%urs would improve the
market or as NDP leader David Lewis
charged just drive house prices up higher?
I asked.

Evidence already in at Queen's Park
suggests that the grant is going to improve
the market but it would he a few months
befare the results showed, he elaimed.

Didn't the decision on the Parkway Belt
and the Niagara Escarpment slow down

rowth and shouldn™ that be Iatd at the
eel of the Government?

“Growth', Lthe premier mused,
relighting the stub of his cigar, *No one
has ever been able to calculate the price of
growth.” He wondered aloud if growth for
growth's snke was anly (ooling ourselves.

“We are trying to lnok ahead,” he said,
defending the government's deciston. We
dan’t wanl the problems Buffalo, Detroit,
Chicngo and other American cittes have
encountered with their lock of municipal
prganization. He insisted that if the
government hadn't taken the strong
position of slowing down the market in
some areas, the piper would have to be
paic Inter.

“But it is hard lo show the tangible

Rec. Dept.

The Halton Hills recreation
department will move, into
offices In the new arena In
Georgetown with the blessing
"of the administration com-
mittee, but still must obtain
the blessing of Halton Hills
council,

Councillor Roy Booth

emphasized he had never
questioned the need to get the
recreatlon offices out of the

Cinformed ;;r{

MoOoVes

mave. move

he

the proposed Pal Shechan claimed (he
would

maore

ecanomical for the town.

Recreation Director Doug

Collison explained the offices
were designated in the plans
s0 he assumed council Knew,

Hooth sald the plans said
“director’s office’, which at
the time they interpreted as

LET

He suggested the eight newsmen
around the table should icok at Metro
Toronto, the grandaddy of all reglonal
governments as a model for the new form
of ﬁuvernmnnt. Regilonal government, he
satd, practiced in Ontario was admired in
other countries. In fact, n recent vislt to
Italy was to be returned by officials from
Milan coming ta sludy our form of regional
government.

"“We should have had regional govern-
ment 10 years ago,’" he insisted, pointing to
Brampton as an example; o town of 20,000
20 years ago and now hitting the 100,000
mark. "It gives us a far beiler chance Lo
preserve some quality in development.”

He got arguments.

But aren't vou laking the decision .

making power away [rem the grass reols
with regional government? Wasn't It In-
stituted to give some of the powers back {o

 the munlelpalities that formerly had been

the husiness of Queen's Park?

Mr. Davis evaded that questlon.

He also acknowledged there now was a
moralorium on regionnl governments in
Ontario no! because it wasn't working but
because the Gavernment felt the **haot spot
growth areas” of the province had been
covered. ""There are very few areas of the
province left with growth pressures that
great.”

Two tler or one tler? that was the
question.

Mr. Daovis acknowledged Metro
Taronto operated well on two tier,

Well then, why was Allan Masson,
regional chairman of Halton, charging

around the reglon preaching one tier,

goverament for Halton, I asked.

There was no Government blessing for -

Ar. Masson's thoughts on the subject, Mr.
Lavis said. They are entirely his own.

* Regional government, he prophesicd,
would soon woark as well as the unified
schant boards he introduced when Minister
of Education.

Wasn'l the introductlon of the county
school boards a rigger that unleashed the
permissiveness thal now exlists in Ontario
schools?

“No way,"” said the premier."The sciool
system i3 the reflection of our ewn society.
We can't Iﬂﬁ the blame on the school
system for that.”

He suggested students who see ns many

as 18,000 killings on TV, [or inslance, are
bullding a tolerance of attitudes we would
never have accepled 20 years ago. He said
this not only refiected in the children but in
the aduits as well who developed tolerance
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{he last day of February., 1974,
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NMorth Education Centre (878.4154)
Mrs. J. Alexander

Chatrman of the Board

The Haiton Board of Education |

NOTICE

TO PARENTS
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

(For those not previously registered)

Kindergarten registrallon for Seplember 1975 in North
Halton Publlc Schools wlll fake place in the school
which serves the atlendance area in which the child
resides on Friday, AprH 25th belween the hours of 9
a.m. and 12.00 noon: 1.15p.m. and 430 p.m,

Public School supporters may reglster their children
who will have attained the age of 5 years on or before

Proof of Public School support will be accepted In the
form of the 1975 tax bill or 1974asscssment notlce, or a
declaration from the Municipai Clerk’s office. A birth
cectificate or baptismal certificate wlll be acceptable

For further information call the school principal or the

J. W. Singlelon
Director of Education

ngo. .
But the German Canadian newsman
wasn't spothed, He said the government
should be leading the way with mare
diselpline. In his opinion the E‘nnsnrvﬂtlum
were really lberals In some of their
decislons. He defined his thoughts of o
liberal as someonc” who stands for per-
missiveness,

Mr. Davis lit the stub of his cigar agaln
and spouled figures which to his
satisfactlon anyway proved the schools
were dolng a belter job today. Cousider, he
said, the 20 per cenl retention factor of 20
years and the 80 per cent retention factor
teday for students.

“This administration is 05 conservative
us it can get,'" he replled to the German-

- Coanadinn publisher who sald he felt

Canadians were looking for more
disclpline and order in thelr society.

Al this polnt in the discussion Mr.
Davis's nides hecame nervously nware the

premier was sonn due at a speaking

engagement in Dundes. They ensed him
away with handshakes all around {he
FOOm.

somehow Mr. Daovis missed me. The
newsmen were left with a full bar and
sandwiches to eat instead of questions they
had no lime o ask. ;

Nevertheless, the premier took the time
lo talk to the weeklies, purposely leavin
the dailies out of the picture so loca
concerns could be discussed. Obviously he
had been welt briefed on local problems
hefore he appeared. Newsmen there were

glad of the opportunity to speak to he
premier without the usual commotlon and

lurmoil surreunding a public figure.

There was really no llme (o discuss
such un{i}ortnnt Issues such as the oil price
hike and inflationary pressures which are
everyday meat for li':u daily press but Mr.
Davis said the weeklies were doing an
excellent job of conveying the nitly-gritty
local issues lo the people.

Duttering up, ch?

And what is Bill Davis really like, then?
asked a friend after the meeting.

He's like Bitl Davis, 1 replied non-
commitally. Remember there's an elec
tion coming up and Mr. [Javis is getting to
be a gadfly about the province explaining
his Government's pﬂsrtinn.

If there wasn’t an election in the offing
would you have received an invitation to

speak with him?

Not likely. But remember neither
David [ewis or Bob Nixon has afforded us
a siimtlar opportunity.
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Study could cost

Halton Heglon's Planning
Committee is consldering a
transportation study that will
outfine the direction for
transportation within the
region uver the next 20 years.

Clanner Ross Shepherd told
the committee the region wilt
be “investing millions and i
has to know where the money

will be spent the best.”

The sludy, if it is con-
ducted, will become part of
the official plan for the
region.

several councillors  were
eritical of spending up to
$250,000 on a sfudy. Councillor

Jim Watson asked, "would -

the region fall apart if we

Not enough for 35% jump

1Lilton Hegional Treasurer
Don Farmer has expressed
concern about a 35 per cont
increase In Hallon Children’s
Atd Sociely's budgel for 1975,
He {old the region’s adinini-
siration coonmitiee the region
had until April 25 to avcept or
reject the budget estimate,

He lold the commmitiee {hat
A meetlng lovolving himsell,
Chiel Administirative Officer
Ernie Reid nod CAS Director
Gorday Askwith  had  been
planned to persuse the budgoet
eslimate.

Committee members Corl
F}rih{,r.-n and Pat McKenzie
both indicated the estimate of

H i per cent incrense was aut
of hne and should be cut
untess the CAS could offer
substantial proof for the peed.

Mr. Farmer told the
teeling thore just wouldn't
be enough dollars neross the
provinee o withstand 35 per
vent  inereases al eoch
sSoiely,
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$235,000

idn’t do this sludy? 1 see
lnxes snarln;i) out of range,
People won't be ahle Lo go out
oy e roads,”” -

Pianner Dick Moskal said,
“there's o lot of things we can
dowithout. ‘The enrth turns on
an oxis and so does
devetopment. We have to

keep 1Y on a-path and these

ire the tools we need.”

Chairwoman Mnrf Munro

vinged the
study couldn’t he done |n the
house by the Region's staff

said she wisn'te-on

and added that she didn’t see

the necd for a comprehensive
the one
sugpested by Transpoctation

stuly such ns

Systems Associntes.

— Keep your children away
swollen ponds and

from
streams thls spring.

H.S. HOLDEN

OPTOMETRIST
34 Cork Si. Easl
GUELPH

Phone 822.7150

—

2 p.m. until 5

~ ARC INDUSTRIES

STEELES AVENUE, HORNBY
Invites you to attend. ..

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
| 6 p.m. until ¢ p.m.

Visit our ceramic gitt store and see our
trainees at work. Ideal for shower gifis, etc.

PIm‘ .
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Paddling down the Yukon River.
Panning for real gold. Camping oul
under the skies ol the mighity Yukon
Torritory. You could experience all
this and much, much moreif you win
Buildall's Great Canadian Family
Adventure! C.P. Air, the airline with
the beautifel orange service, will be

flylng all ihe winners to Whiteharse |

and frem there on, i1's pure ad-

venture. Get all the conlest details 11"
Buildall
building supply centre.
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I"PRIVACY

the arena manager and per-
haps arena staif, '

cramped space at Cedarvale,
but simply the administration
commitliee had never been

AIR CONDITION YOUR
NOW AND SAVE *100

=< Y ive Canl thic Qi P,k
ks e Live Cool this Summer... EIISY to follow S

| !m}k at the advantages plans & instwcﬁs Y
if you buy now! Phok <A

included. €7 oMl = [Fivenve
*Large Cash Savings |

A pre.planncd Bulldall Patio-Deck is the As low as $2.99 lin. ft.
Y “Small Down payment |

: quick and easy way o really en|by this spring : 5
.. ) and summer. [t's fasl to build . . . no heavy

No Monthly Payments till July 1,1975
“No Extra Interest Charges

patiostones ta move and level. Looks great in
any yard ar at the cottage. Gives you all the
"Full Guarantee - One year Parts &
Labour, 5 Year Compressor Warranty tor

exira lving, relaxing, parly arca you'fl need
the warm wealher ahead. Complete
“Two Years Service Plan materials for a 12'x14' Buildall Patio-Deck
with bullding plans & instruction only . . . All
o P P CALL US NOW Cedar
"E BE » R
s16212 | |PATIO
. This of{er until May 15th ; ;
Saturday, April 26 | DOOR
REM EM BER nan if you have forced air heating in

AT your home. . .you glready own half a central air conditioning system. . { Vinyl Glide

HC‘I’O" MEAmwS GGI.F CLUB let us completn it with necessary cooling equipment By Woodoar

Eliminates
| Frost build-
e (ocktails 6.15 p.m.

e Dinner 7.30 p.m.

up on Frame
DANCING TO ? MARX

& requlires no
Tickets *7.50 per person’

Palnling.
0" x &. 8
" TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM
NIELSEN'S CLOTHING 853-2280

* Centrat air conditioning 1ystems “g23 & ail heating systems Tempered o S
*Electromic air cleaners *Humuditiers *Pool heaters Insulating Glass
MIKE WORTHINGTON 853-0280
BILL ANDERSON 853-1344

Fucility Superintendent

Acton -
of Commerce

1375
“GITIZEN OF THE YEAR”
DINNER & DANGE

HONOURING

Acton Detachment

v .- L _
By o e mtph AR F T S e e

L
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Chamber

Stair Package Extra

ASA KRETE S ! LOUVRED UPRIGHT #

: as low as $2.25 lin. {%,
We make It easy with
easy-built Buldall
Fences. Do-it-yourself.
See our "'Do-it-your-
seif” for more styles
and instructions. Prices

based on cedar posts -
Balance Spruce.

R
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PO L, S

Concrete Mix
GOOD
TILL
APRIL 23

Visit our Showroom for a Complete Line of Home Products:

USE YOUR
CHARGEX

FREE DELIVERY

b

“Gas barbecues and electromic bug killers * Freezers And screen. ALLOW 10 DAY DELIWERY F:HAHGE};I

*Agqualine water refliners *Salt delivery and pick up L _-.':;iflf -3:':;.' oy

g e W W HOME COMFORT GEORGEYOWN
. 8 James 5t., Phone B77-2207
AQUARINE oo WESELEY

Mon.-Wed. 8-6, Thurs.-Fri. B am.-9 p.m,
HREATING E-

Sat. B
AIR CONDITIONING

m T R g e it

ACTON
12 Church St., Phone 853-1660 -
MansFri. 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. B:5

WATER REFINERSB

ASSOCIATE STORE

348 Guelph St. — Georgetown — 877-6242




