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Welcome to new principal

Welcome to a new high school
principal, Dean Fink.

He will undoubtedly bring dif-
ferent ways and n new slant on
education. His name will likely uof-
ten appear in the pages of the local
paper over the next few years,

David Katiz has left his stamp on
the school, too. and the young

le who passed through the
school during his term will always
feel the effects of his philesophy of
education. The introduction of the
semester syslem was o prime ex-
ample of change under his jurisdic-
tion. Appreciation from students
and parents go with him, as well as
best wishes in his new pasition,

That brings us to Education
Week, which is April 20 to April 26

e themo is Learning is a Co.
Operative Community Enterprise,
Education Minister Tom Wells

sy Education Week will reflect

the strang relationship between the
schools and the communities they
SOV,

He says “a school that is truly
fulfilling its role ts one into which
parents are welcomed and one in
which the staff take the time to ex-
plain to parents the hows and whys
of what their children are learn-
ing."”

Communications between
school, parents and community
have alwavs been good here, and
no doubl will continue that way,
despite the inevitable changes of
principals and staff,

Of this and that

The distnct senior citizens are
being asked to fill out question-
mzires on housing. which were to go
mn the mail {0 persons over B vears
of gge. Answers will be of benefit to
Ontario Housing Corporation in de-
termining the sire of the new unit to
be huilt in Acton.

+ + +

Another new mall has opened in
Guelph. Acton people have always
tended to go to Guelph to shop, ra-
ther than anv other direction. So it
was interesting to note that the
manager of the new mall said
about 40 per cent of Guelph retail

it is sad to learn that Ospringe
Women's Institute has closed its
books, and will meet no longer.,

The Institutes have had a
splendid history, but if the time has
come for a good thing to end, there
need be no regrets. Times have
changed, and especially in the
[arming communities.

+ + +
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Yesterday is experience;

doliars leave the city. So not only

small towns have that problem.

Halton sketches

lumorrow is hope; today is getting
from one to the other as best we

by John McDonaiq
Speight family left mark

In Geargetown and Acton

It was 1850 when the two
Speight brothers, Samuel and
John, arrived in Acton. They
had previously been part
owners of the Speight Wagon
Works at Markham which
had & {ine reputation.

John Speight eventually
operated an underlaker
business on Willow Streel in
Acton while Samuel camed
on the wagon works trade and
cabinel making. Charlie
Speight, John's son, owned
and operated a hardware
business in Acton for toany
Years.

Thomas John Speight,
Samuel's son, was born in
Acton and as a youth learned
telegraphy at the Grand
Trunk Station in Acton. T. J.
Speight later worked as a
\eiegraph operator al the
Georgetown Junclion Station.

The “junction’” was the
uniion of the Hamilton and
NorthWest and Grand Trunk
Railways. The station stood
just west of Main Street
overpass al the 'Y" for-
mation of the tracks.

Thomaos met his [lance

" “over the telegraph wires.”
The romance began with
routine messages being
relayed bul a rendervous
resulted in the marriage of
Thomas Speight to Cylesta
Ann McCauly on November
23, 1686,

Alter :umlnf 1)
Georgetown, from Acton, in
1896, Thomas eventually lefl
the telegraph oflice to go into
his own machine sho
business. The Speight nml;ln
Brady Machine Shop was

ned In &  buildi on
Guelph Slreet, tmmediately
cast of the present Carpet
Barn Store.

Thomas bought out Lhe
Brady share of the business
and went on to manufacture
gasoline engines and water
power motors. At ope time,
Creelman Knitting Machine
Company, Main Street
Geargetlown, used one of
S t's large engines which
had been made entirely in the
shop. cven lo the small
castings cast in his own small
fourdry.

The H. T. Amold Glove
Manufaciuring Company,
which was situated In the
Carpet Barn Euihﬁng. also
utilized over 30 of the Spel
motors lo drive the sewing
machines.

Thomas was a very im
. novative man and lo
keep up with the times, He

. !mplf:ed mnnummring

W n

' dynamos to nmﬂde

.. waler power on the farm. He

- later sold and manufactured
cabinet radios.

]

Thomas also made his own
transformers and for a
nominal fee of five dollars he
would thaw water pipes in the
home, whether it took three
minutes or three hours.!!

With the advent of hydio

eleclric Pou-ﬂr tothe homes in
the Village of Georgetown
this scasonal
ceased. _

Speight Power Motors are
on display al the Halton
County Museum and one has
been donated te the Credit
Valley Conservation
Authority for a museum
exhibit.

The Spelght home in
Georgetown was originail
across {from the old tawn hall
which stood at the corner of
Cross and Back Streets, The
house site no longer cxists
because the hill on which it
stood was completely ex-
cavated for the Toronto

work soon

“Suburban Railway right-of-

way. Moslt of Lhe soil was used
as a [ill to cover part of the
mill pond which stood near
the corner of James and Main
Street.

The “radial” track had to
be laid over part of the ¢ld
Lawson Pond. The sile of the
original Speight House can be
best described as sitting on a
hill overleoking the Cannda
Truﬁti Hluiidtkng 1-tu*.n:l the
municipal parking lot.

When the land was being
bought up for the TSR,
Thomas decided to build his
neéw home near the machine
shop on Guelph Street. A new
shop was tred so in 1913
Thomps and his sons slarted
to construct a cement block
building.

Cement blocks were made
by hand and work had to
commence at five am. to
ensure the blocks would be
dry enough to lay in the af-
terncon. Arthur Speight
afdvises, 2260 blocks were
used in the construction,
when you shovel by hand you
tend to remember.”

The new ht home,
comstructed Terra Colta
brick, was started in the fall
of 1912 and was completed in
1914. In the same year
Thomas opened a car
dealership at the building
previously used as a machine
shop. A showroom, ted to
be one of the finest in Ontario,

and sales office were added in
1920,

Thomas J. Speight served
as a school inustee, councillor
and reeve of G etown and
was a member of the Masoaic
Order and a past Master of
the Lodge. An accomplished
violinist, he lead the or-
chestra in the Methodist
Church Sunday School. He

/!

died in Georgetown {n 1994,

The youngest son Arthur,
continued the Chrysler and
Imperial Oil dealership from
1935 to 1945 al the same
localion and purchased the
home from the family estate.
The house was demolished in
1974 alter being razed by fire,
while alterations were being
made for a steak house.

Raymond Bower took over
the Speight dealership in 1945
and operated until a fire
destroyed the showroom
aboutl 1954. Guy Rogers then
bought the property and
operated a welding shop until
just recently., The Town of
Halton Hills now owns the

properly.

After selling the dealership
in 1945, Arthur worked in the
automobile trade in several
locations throughout Ontario.
He was a service manager at
the Art Scotl business once
locdted al the corner of Queen
and Guelph Streets. In 1994
Art Spelﬁjt opencd a motor
fune-up business on Water
Street. He is now retired and
rrsides on Shelly Street in
Georgetown.

Arthur, not unlike his
father, served the community
in several ways. He was a
member of the Georgetown
Council during the 1930s,

ident of the Board of
rade in 1945, and in con-
junction with his business
wns president of the Garage
Operalors Associntion of
Halton County for two lerms.

Arl was re-clected to
Georgelown Council in 1966
and served as depuly reeve
from 1967 to 1972. Upon his
retirement from council art
stated he had intended to st
the feuding at council
meetings. Council night,
apparently, was once known
ns “ﬁggl" night and seats
would be filled o capacity to
see lhe next episode.

Arthur was instrumental in
cstablishing new procedures
to keep the arguments to a

minimum.

Arthur R. Speight has also

.served as a vecalional
teacher at, Georgetown high

school while n member of the
advisory committee for the
school. He 'has served on the
Centenntal Manor Beard,
Museum Board, Georgelown
Hospital Board and acted as
liaison between council and
the ambulance and (ire
brigedes and was chalrmaon
of water commission.
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Lambs in wool collars? What next!

DOUG BERRY checks up on this year's spring
lamb crop on his father’s 10 sideroad farm. The
‘larger-than-usual batch consisted of a surprising
four sets of triglseta, 12 pairs of twins, and only

Mamad,

Visitors are amused to see 12

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

'rn.‘

This seems to be a good week to cleay’

up some loose ends, so, if you happen to
have a loose end, join me. .

. Me and the Old Battleaxe spent a

couple of days in the city during our winter

break holiday. And *spent" is the word. It
would have been cheaper (o fly to Mexico
and pick up Montezuma's curse, as they
call it there, or the dire rear, as we eall it
here. This remark has no connection with
the opening sentence af this column.

We went oul shopping to buy a “little
something' for Pokey, the grandson, Just
a little shirt, or a toy, or some other trifle.
Eifty dollars later, 1 staggered out of the
department store, toting two large toys,
six lltte shirts, four pairs of overalls, a
full-dress suit for the kid, and a plastic
shel windbreaker with a lining and a hood
to “Keep him warm when he comes out
from swimming." Al 15 months, he's going
to be doing a lot of swimming, you see.

Then, of course, we had to deliver the
stuff. So we invited ourselves to dinner
with daughter and told her not to fuss, that
we'd bring along an old chunk of meat or
something. Never one to look a gift horse
in the mouth, she agreed with alacrity..

My wife's idea of a couple of items to
help out with dinner turned out 1o be five
dollars worih of steak, the equivalent in

. pies and stull, and assorted groceries run-

ning Lo another 10, my daughter supplying
the potaloes and water for the coffee.

- . However, il was worth it, We each got
to hold the baby far about 10 minutes, in
one-minute snatches, between bouts of
trying out his toys and having clothes tried
on him by the wamen.

:|.“, IE.

Alter many years, I finally realize why
I hate trying on new clothes for my wife's
surveillance. That baby despised every
minute of the clothes-modelling session,
and bellowed lusty protests as his mother
‘and gran pulled his limbs into all sorts of
gymnastics, trying lo stufl him into his
new pants and shirts.

It probably happens to all males in
childhood, and they resent it ever after.

Next day was cven worse, financially,
My wile was determined to buy a rug, bed-
spread and drapes to match some new
wallpaper in a room she'd decorated. As
any woman knows — and most husbands,
toe — this is a three-month, not a three-
hour quest. It's usually about as eusy as
looking for the Lost Chord.

Conscquently, the old girl went off with
lenden step, sagging mien and built-In
frustration. She looked so depressed my
heart went out to her, and in 8 moment of
mudness, [ offered to accompany ker. Un-
fortunately, she was in the bathroom with
the door closed and the water running, and

I was so emotional that I was whispering,

so she didn’'t hear me.

To my ashlonishment, she burst into
the hotel room Iwo hours later, eYes
shining, looking like a girl on her first date,
and radiating joy, She had hit the jackpot

in her shopping. Everything matched
some shade of off-yellow,

Since [ had expected Lo greet a worn-out
woman, {utl of recriminations, weary, dls-
pirited and empty-handed, | got carried

o= il i | e e bl ¢ S T s ome

BERTIE SPEIGHT stands in the doorway of her father’s shup in Acton,

She was secrela

ry-treasurer of the Public Utilities commission. The

Speight family lived on Church St., Miss Speight dying at her second
home at the corner of Church and John in 1944, |

of the lambs sporting colorful string collars. The
Berrys point out it’s the only way to keep the
triplets identified as to who belongs with which

“Hey! This must be your day. Why
don't you buy a little something for your-
sell in that women's store? It will give you
a kift."

“Well, as you know, [ haven’t bought a
slitch of anything new since | don’t know
when. Maybe I'll pick up a new Spring
blouse or something.

Noi to be an old fogey, | decided that, by
George, I'd get a new tie, myself.

Well, [ guess [ got a little carried away.
[ walked out of that men's shop with two
tiea and two Lurtle-neck sweaters. 1 am not

. exactly the turtle-neck type, bul in a devil-

may-care moment, [ Iried one on. It was
white, made in Italy, and I swear 1 looked
just tike Fred Astnire, just in from
Acapulca. Fred's a good-looking 72.

These sweaters had extra-high turtles.
They conceal your wattles and push your
dewlaps out so that you lock jolly, rather
than just hang-dog.

Fifty bucks lighter, I left the shop with
o red plastic bag containing my goodies. 1

felt guilty but jaunty.

1 lost both my guilt and my jount when |
went to the jadies’ shop to meet my wile.
Yes, she had picked up a new spring
blouse. And a new spring suit, And another
suit. And a casual outfit. And seme more
blouses. She was snalching things off the

riacks like o two-year-old opening Christ-

mas presents,

Ah, well, what the hell. You can't take it
with you. Especially il there's nothing to
take,

Next day, back home, she modelled all
her arvay for me. It was then that [ learned
none of her shoes or purses "went with"”
Lthe new clothes. The rest s history.

Twa good things did come oul of thal
holiday, however. My wife lold me she
wanted ta see me in one of my lurtle-neck

sweaters, [ fought it, but linally gave in

with bad grace.

“Where are they? They're in a red
plastic bag. Where did you put it?”

“It's with the rest of the stufl”, she
retorted. It wasn't. It wasn't anywhere.

Alter going back over the day before,
we agreed that I'd taken it into the dining-
room, pul il beside my chair, and had
walked out without it. Of all the stupid . . .

Phoned the hotel, long-distance. No,
l.ost-and-Found had no trace of it, but,
learning my name, the lady there said she
read my column in the paper and we had &
nice chat.

Well, there goes fifty buchks, plus a L.D.
call. Went out morosely to put some emp-
tles In the car trunk. There was the little
oid red devl] plastic bag. With sweaters
and tie. -

The other good thing was gypping the
hotel on breakfast. We ordered breakfast
for one. 1 drank the orange juice, she ate
the buckwheat cakes, [ ale the toast and
jam, and we shared the cof{ece. Two break-
{asls for the price of one. I'll bet they
haven't caught on yet. 1 saved $1.80 on
breakfast, two days in a row.

A profitable trip, taken all round.
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The Free Press
Back lssues
20 yoars ago

‘Faken frog ihe lvaur od the Veee Press,
Aprth 14, 1955

(i Wednesdny, Apel) 6, Mr. J. I,
Chaleniers ednat ved b ki Girihidnay. There
wivw a furolly party un Sunday,

The April ﬂ’l“?"ﬂl'! of thwe Duke of
Hieyemehier chagder | O DE was held on
Toenday vvening, Aprll 5 ot the hamoe of
Men W Weeallatrn, Mrs. 3, Whitham the
rgEnt, prhz!flinF

Artets Clusmber of Commerce's first
¢l¥le nlght, whilelh may become un annual
nffiair, (eatiped lively discuasion belween
enetabuers and teewn wificinls Wedneaday
night ne questions and anawers ranging
bt tsny current poad waork o long range Lown
plasinirg provided o means for cleser op-
preeiation of runicipal preflems.

famner vxtensiony tny Aclon's new sub-
diviniens began last week when men oand
erpilprent Jaid over 400 feet of conduit in
tan iy Into the 100t Cobble 1l sub-
thvislon Work will start next at the 200-lot
filenlea develvpment, then back to the
wntern el of torwn and the 4000t Falrview
Subelyviaion

Mra Chris Entton, K. I, Aclon, has
b#en secepted as the new clerk in the post
oftice: Shwr il bgin ber duties on May 1,
replacing Mra. Sanny Jocques |

Mr oand Mres Alan Leishman, Drew amd
Alina of Huntsville spent Fanster with Me!
and Mra. Cam Lrishran

Wednesday of last arcek M A J,
Buchanan, Mrx . Mainprize, Mrs. K .
Hassard and Mrs. € Hansen attended the
annual meeting of the Synocdical Saciety of
Toronto and Kingatem W M5, in Central
Church, Galt

50 years ago

Taken fram the issue of the Free Press

f)n Saturday evening a rather expensive
motor accident nccurred on the Actma
crossroad at Mr. K. N. Brown's gate_ which
furtunately was nnt atlended -with serious
resulls to the inmates of either car. Mr,
John Woods, who was assisting with the
farm work at Mr. Brown's, was turning inte
the lane, alter giving the customnary signal,
when a Georgelown man with a McLaugh-
lin car, who was driving a load from the
football match, collided with the Ford car.

It was quite evident at the meeting of the
Council on Maonday evening that Daylight
Saving is not popular in the tewn. The
Council was very wise in deferring action to
reid correclly the pulse of the community.
I}af-light Saving confuses train time, as
railways refuse to adopt it it is not popular
with the larmers, and thereflore our mer-
chants do not wish to run counter to their
preferences; and citizens generally prefer
standard time,

Provincial Police officers secured a
quantil}' of liquor of the variety known as
“moonshine”, in a raid on the premises of
an Erin Township farmer Monday alter-
noon. Two square jars and one bottle werg
sejzed. While conducling their search of the
premises, County Inspector Grant states
that he heard a crash, and rushing to Lhe
pantiry door, discovered Lhe fi{teen-year-old
daughter of the house smashing bottles con-
taining what he alleged was liquor. A
charge of keeping liquor for sale has been
laid as the result of the raid.

/75 years ago

Taken from the issueof the Free Press
April 12, 1900

Business is evidently profitable with Mr.
Thomas A. Morton, barber, Milton, f{or-
merly of Acton. He has just purchased Mr.
E. Brook's residence on East May Streel.

Tenders for the new block, corner Mill
and Willow Streets will be asked for in a few
days, the plans are now on the way.

Postmaster Malthews has earned the
thanks of a long 5uﬂerlng and uncomfort-
ably crowded community by the remaoval of
the partition at the entrance of the pest
office. Other improvements are in con-
lemplation.

he pastor Rev.J. A. Mclachland, MA,,
will preach special Easter sermons mor-
ning and evening. The choir have had
several new Easter anthems under re-
hearsal for several weeks, and this will add
lo the Eastertide character of the services.

Rev. Mr. McAlpine will preach a sermon
appropriate to Easterlide on Sunday after-
aoon. By special request Miss Lexie Clark
will sing “Forever with the Lord™ at this
service. :

At the last meeting of Esquesing
Council, Peter Gibbons and Sylvester Van
Fleet were each voted $3 as bounty for
killing dogs caught worrying -sheep.

Last Sunday several QOakville boys got
guns and were playing Boer and Briton. A
gun in the hanr:Es. of o son of Henry Wilson
went off. The charge broke the jaw of a 13-

ear-old boy named Rozier, the son of a
abourer, and carried off part of his cheek
and one ear. The hoy's recovery is doubtful,
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