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Priorities for the north

One press report of Truatee Tom
Watson's plea for better high
school accommodation in North
Haolton saild, "It raises the wgly
head of parochialiam - soanething
the board has excelled at avolding
during open sessions,'’ also
suggesting it was probably his
sternest speech in his tenure on the
board.

The editorial observation in the
news story did not go unnoticed but
it was obvious the reporter missed
the favts — real shortcamings In
the high schools of the north, It was
not only Mr. Watson's privilege but
also his duty to point omissions to
the full board and for the public
which may not be aware of them,

Watson pointed out one of the
major objectives of the board was
to give equal opportunity to every
student in Halton County, and of
course, one of the major reasons .
{or disbanding local school boards

~and amalgamating them into one
Halton . board was to equalize
opportunities.

Walson presented a six page
fact sheet to illustrate his point —
shortcomings at Acton high school,
in particular, He urged the board to
bring in positive plans for a new
high schoal that will give a more
equitable solution to the problems
af the narth than have been seen in
the last sux years,

We  don't  know what
procipitated Trustee Wataon’s
hrondslde but we auspoct it had
something to do with priorities,
He's suggesting the board should
w doing something about high
sehool conditions in Acton before
they proveed with lavish ptans for
m*hm’ls olsewhere.

And he's right,

The now Lester B, Poarsoen
school in Burlington la being buiit
ity sy area which ia not yet bullt-up
but students at Acton continue to
cope with inadequate (acilities,
High schoals in Georgetown and
Miltan are also oaperating at
capacity,

We would think some priorities
belong in the north, a fact
acknowledged by the assistant
director of education who
reminded the board a report had
been commissioned to outline
improvements at Acton high
schoal. But it should go further
than a report — it should initiate

action.
Watson also said school borders

should be drawn more realistically
so students in Esquesing and

Nassagaweya could be ac-

commeodated in areas in which they

live,

Any parent who has a child who

attends a school entailing long bus

rides can’t help but agree, It also

makes economic sense.

Look for a raise

If Halton Hills follows. the
pattern of meost Canadian
municipalities, property taxes will
jump at least 10 per cent and
perhips as much as 25 per cent this
year to meet much higher costs.

The Financial Post is predicting

. taxes in most Canadian cities will
probably rige from $50 to $70 per
house and the reasons for the tax
Increases are as numerous as the
municipalities that have to collect
them. Every community, it seems,
has the same dismal story.

Although no concrete
information is yet available from
Halton Hills which is waiting word
from the Board of Education and
the Region on the amount they are
going to have to fork over, there
seems to be no doubt among some
counctllors polled that taxes are on
their way up.

Bird sa nctuafy

Now seems the time to settle the
matter of the wildlife sanctuary at
the lake. If the town is to have the
wild birds, the regulations must be
urxierstood and made clear.

For lack of knowledge to result
in the comical-tragic scenes of the
past month is too bad. Dozens of
ducks have been trapped and taken
away. Many remain.

The pet domestic geese are
locked in cages in a countryside

Less worry on

A skatathon to raise money this
spring is a commendable idea.
Abolished are the worries about
traflic, blisters and cold that
always accompanied a walkathon.

The worries were the adults’,
nol the children’s, of course! The
participants always had a ball.

 J
The Post’s cross-country survey

shows labor costs are up 15 to 20 per
cent, education costs have sky-
rocketed, the cost of repairing
streets has risen 30 to 40 per cent,
fuel prices are up 20 per cent and

even: the cost of all the
bureaucratic paper has doubled.

'There is no reason {o suppose.

Halton Hills will escape the effects
of a country-wide hike in costs,
although the finance committee of
council jast year did very well with
the budget they control. However,
consider only about 20 per cent of
the budget is controlled at the local
level, so much is going to depend on
spending at the Board of Education
and at the Region where forecasts
to date are ominous.

Councillors may still be able to
salvage a reasonable budget but it
will take a wave of a magic wand.

or no?

barn, the mated pair no longer

together.
Dale Gartley agreed their are

two alternatives. The permit can

be revoked. Or there can be a few
swans, few Canada geese and a few
tame Mailard.

There have apparently been far
too many birds here for a proper
sanctuary. Water quality for
swimming could suffer too.

skates

Bul an organized skatathon on
the last day of ice in the arena

seems a lot less nerve-wracking,

even though it is likely less exciting
for the participants.

The Rotary club is arranging
the event, with the profits going to
both the club and schools.

Need old-time weathe'r'

Winter sports fans didn’t have
the best of seasons, although this
week's snow squalls keep remind- -
ing us winter hasn't gone yet.

Various winter events
especially planned to take ad-
vantage of the Canadian cold have
‘gone awry; due to too mild
weather. Skiing locally wasn't the
best, Events by conserva-
tion authorities foundered on bad

" days. The Y's Men just gave up on
., their snowmobile rally.
By next year there's a good

possibility the multi-recreation

trails will materialize in this
district. Plans are being made for
publicly-owned land to be used for
snowmobiling,
snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing.

All we'll need next year is a
lower Celsius reading than this
year's sometimes-disappointing
Fahrenheits, If we are to live in
Canadian winters, they might as
well be cold, crisp and sparkling!

winter hiking,

This column is being written in con-
siderable paln. It s caused by one of three
things, but 1 haven't time lo sce a.dector
because | have to write my column. So

don't be surprised if it breaks off in the

middle. /

It's a sharp, biting pain In the chest. Bui
don't werry, gentle reader. it only hurts
when [ cough, lnugh, blow my nose or take

. & deep breath.

Possibly it's a henrt attack, which
seemns to be the current fad among my
preoers these days. [ hope it's not, because |
dislike chasing after popular trends. -

On the other hand, it may be an attack
of pleurisy. I have a cough like a lon, and
am spewing oysters Into tlssues, toilet
paper and the snow, depending on when
the fil strikes me.

A third possibility is that 1 twisted a
muscle in my chest yesterday when 1 fell
on a skl slepe and decided to plow the Inat
50 yards with my nose, winding up In a
contortion of limhs thal would have made
Houdini green with envy, :

Perronally, § subsceribe to the third the-
ory, mainly hecause i1 makes me seem
like a clean-living chap, and secondly be-
cause [ don't like the sound of the other
iwo, Each is & bit fraught.

At any rate, this ominous—ar sllly-—lit-
tle paln OUCH! (I just sneezed) has made
me a tople that is all the rage these days—
corporal punishment in our schools.

It's almost as popular as caplial
punishment fer criminals, and.ls cven
more widely discussed, for, while erimin-
als make up a comparalively amall seg-
men of our soclety, rotten kids are always
there in great numbers.

Usually, the business of beating kids is
seen in black and white, On the one hanid,
you have the fundamentalists, who go back
to the Bible with that old chestnut, “Spare
the rod and spoll the child,”

These people forget that several of the
Jisciples were fishermen, and that what
this partlcular one meanl was, “if you
don’t let the kid use your spare rod ence in
a while, he'll grow up to be a lousy ang.
ler.”

On the olher side are the ather crazies:
psychologists, who think a kid who |s
thumped will be warped for Jife; mothers
who read articles by psychologists: and
former child-beaters who are now schoo)
principals.

And in between, as usual, are all the
confused, decent and sensible people like
you and me and the Moderator of the Unit-
ed Church of Canada, who thinks the strap
should be brought back.

Both the extreme camps, of course, are
fult of crap. In the flrst group, we have
people who were whipped unmercifully
when they were kids, and by some weird
type of logic, now claim it was good for
them. They can hardly walt for a chance to
get their own back.

And in the second group are all the
other people who were whipped mmercj-
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Sugar a

fully when they were kids and are trying to
prove that that is what made them queer

ever since,

T despise both groups, and will stick
wilh the great mass in the middle. Most of
us were whipped, at one tiime or another,
hut not unmercifully, and we deserved
every stroke of the halrbrush, skelp of the
yardstick, and swish of the willow-switch.

It didn’t warp us, psychologically or
physically. 1t taught us something about

the soclety we would be living in—that

therc are certain limits, and If you trans-
gress them, you loke your licks.

My mother used to work over my kid
brother and me about once a week, whe-
ther we needed H or not. She used a fly-
swalter, which has a satlog llke a seorplon,
or a yardstick, If we got under the bed, and
the fly-swatter wouldn’t reach. It did us no
harm whatever, and probably saved her
shnity.

The same brother and 1 were in the
same clasa in school, and once o week our
teacher, Old Mary Walker, would glve us a
good strapping, along with a buddy, G.G.
Helyea. We thought the werld of her. The
strapplngs atung, but once in a while, we'd
jerk back our hand and she'd hit herself o
good crack on the thigh, which doubled the
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number on each hand but rolsed pur status
in the cluss.

There are only two reasons for o tea-
cher Lo use o sirap: 1) he or sho Ix a2 poor
teacher, and 2} to add a little drama to the
maonotomy of the cliassroom.

A word to the bleeding-hearts. There
are a lot more insidious ways to warp a
child’'s personality than physleal punish-
ment. The real sadists of the classroom,
and they are few. thank goodness, are
those who use personal harassment, hec-
toring, and sarcasm. These can do far
more permanent damaoge than a good
thump.

Naturally, my sympathies in this affair
are with the leacher. | have no time for the
bhully. The teacher with strength of char-
acter has few discipline problens.

BHut what aboul the sensilive young lady
teiacher who asks a loul to do somethlng,
and he says: “'Screw you.”?

So ke punk gets a “‘suspenslon”™ for a
[ew days (transialion: holiday).

If T had the say, I'd turf him out of
schoal for a year, and et his parents put up
with him. It would serve both parties right.
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PICTURES OF the 164th Battalion in World War 1 have been loaned by
Dr. A.J. Buchanan. He and his comrades from Grand Valley are included

in the picture. He knows there are Acton men there, too,

{ he cannot

identify them. Can anyone else give the names of the Acton soldiers, for

the record?
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The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken from the Insur of the Free Press
March 11, 1933,

Mlsn Dorathy Klone, AQCA, orl teacher
who lives ol Stewartlown, has samples of
hier work in a new textbook which hos just
tween approved for use In Ontarlo secondary
schonls.

I"luns und apecilicatlons were aubmitted
nn Mondsy night for the three-room ad-
ditlon at Acton High school. They were
nl,)pruvad hy the Narth Halton high schoal
district board. Tenders are o be opened
after April 12 when it in onticipated plana
for 1he two-roam additiun at Mllton will be
rnnd‘}y for the hoard's inspection.

Climbing education costs, increaslng
debenture indebtedness and greater outlay
for publle works enmbined with a sizeshie
deficlt und ather items of municipal ex-
ptnse L present local ralepayers with an 11
mill riss for their 1955 lax rate Lhis week ax
councl] Tuesday night tabled ils annua)
hudget ond fixed the rate at 70 mills. 1974’
rote was % mills '

fant week Premier Froel announced
thot Ifl:ﬂﬂl grante would bhe made Lo
municipalities (o ald in municipal and
wcheal affairs. The total amount 1o be given
unconditionally to sl Ontario municl-
pulities was letwesn seven and eight
millian dollars. - .

Acton's oldest reaident, William Main-
Ezm:, i3 oheerving his ®th tanhday at his

me an Ml 5. Mr. Mainprize, who s 3
great-grandfather. (s confined snestly 1 his

twmr.- bt 1 20l fpterested 10 events of the
W .

50 years ago

Tuken from the issue tdthe Free Press
April 2, 1925,

The chasns demanatrating o! ke
Chevrolet car will te made it the wzee.
rooms ol Mr J W Hitterres, M.l Sirest
un Saturday afterrtonn Mr S W Kairg of
Genrgetnwn, the pogular sgert for this
district will supenintend (his interesring ex-
mbiticn which will be enedirted by ar
expert [rom the factory of Gereral Motoes
ai :}ahari;c 1:1‘: réa:m:f?ﬂrum: will ke Feid
at twng'c and wili Le re :
bk iy repeaiedd 3t enghd

Little hmmy Jores, son «f Mr. J W
Jones, manager of the Cooperative store.
was successfully aperated upon at the Suwck
Children’s Hospital, Torontn, on Surdav,
dnd it is hoped that within 3 few weeks he
will be fully recovered.

Mr. David Williems and his daughter,
Miss Jessie, Brock Avenue, intend taking 2
trip to Scotland this summer. They will
make their headquarters with friends in
Ferth and vicinlty.

The Aclon Scout troop acted as hosts to a
number of Teronto scouts, Including hugle
band of the 26th Toronto troop, during the
doy. The Toronte cenlingent arrived in
tawn on the 9.43 electric cur and parnded to
the local scoul headquarters. There the
Actin troop, under Scautmuster Ferris,
Jolned the parade, which marched through
the maln sirects in tewn untl) the church
hour.

Mr. Jonoathan Lane hos purchased the
new brick cotinge on Bower Ave. which han
been the home of Mr, and Mew. Ingrey the
past yeor,

/5 years ago -

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
Murch 29, 1000,

Mr. Murray McDonald came home last
week (rom Southampton for o few days to
recuperate. On Monday of last week while
in an elevator at the lannery at Squth-
ampton, the cables hroke and he fell with
the cage some forty fect. He was badly
shaken l.? but escaped serious injury,

Mr. James Drown, of Brown's Saw
Mills, has decided, after mature consider-
ation, lo erect and equip a [irslclass
planing mill, sash and door factory, In
connecltion with his saw mill. A new
bullding, 38 x 54 In ground Noor, and 24 x 54
in second Moor will be erected nt once and
the equipment will Include a fiflty horse-
power engine, which will also run the mill,

Mr. Richard Cook and mother, Mrs.
Thomas Cool, have decided to remove to
Grand Rapids, Mich., about the middie of
next month. They intend to dispose of thelr
property on Loke Avenue,

e very inleresting letter from Mr. J.
M. Moore on our first poge, was written
during the last days of the voyage to South
Africa and was posted at Cape Town upon
lhe arrivel of the Laurentian. Free Press
readers will enjoy this well written letter,

Mr. G. L. Kitchen, who has had charge
of the municipal electric lighting plant here
aince last April, put in his resignation to Lhe
Fire and Light Commlitee last week. He
lcaves {oday for Newmarket, where he has
secured the posilion of clectriclan of the
municipal electric lighting plant.
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