OPERATION OF A SAWMILL is conducted in
stages by Ted Barden of Eden Mills. First it's a
maltter of procuring and cutting down logs. They
are then trucked back to the mill. He is seen
removing logs [rom his truck.
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ONCE COMPLETELY water-powered the
vintage sawmill has been owned by the Barden
family for over 50 years. A fire in the mill a few
years ago resulted in installation of a diesel
motor. -

A

OWNER AND OPERATOR of one of the few
remaining water-powered sawmills in Ontario
Ted Barden cuts the lumber into 2 X 4's and then
into slats, which can be used for skids.

A

NAILING THE crates is one of the finnl

operations in the manufacturing business

conducted at the Barden Mill at Eden Mills. Ted
Barden is seen using a special machine which
nails the boxes intact for delivery.
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Help crippled children
with Easter Seals.

A project of the Rotary Clubof Acton

Floase maoil VOUT donation fo

The Rotary Glub of Acton
Bank of Hova Scofia - Reton

Ona Hundradth Yeer — No, 38

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1975

SECOND SFCTION

Sawmill in Eden Mills family business

Indusiries which weee once
part of the bub of mmast rural
communities  sre gradundly
disappearing from the home-
town  scene  and,  although
progress 1s forever inevitable
arel lmportant for continual
wwawlh, it is refreshing to

pow  that  grass  rool
residents st exist wha
cantinue to enjuy the slmple
peetputions of their fore.
[alhers yather thua howing o
the  (nster-maving  pro-
ductlvity demands of {odny.

Fed Barden of Eden Mills
operates the one and only
sawmill In the district. He i8
carrving on o fnmily business
as i his fother before Tiim.
Fyery day he puts in o full
dny's work with bl time
divided between rhup!tinp;
i and  drawing-ln  logs,
entting them into slat and
linally converting them into

skids for lpndusiry or L‘l‘ll:'lL'Hl

for market goardening.

’I‘Iu*hi]i;, congenial mill man
knows e eonld  probably
mnke bipgoer wages workln
SMsewhere al an industeind job
but he Hkes whatl he does and
does nol feel that monetary
gains  are  necessarily
representative of the  good
kil

Sinee M7

The vintage mill has been
in the Barden Tamily for
almngt 6 years, [E wos
wirchased by Ted's grond-
}nlhur, James Barden in 1917
iram he historleal mlll-
aperating Gmdly, the Hortops
nt Fyorton. Aveording to Mr,

teden, at that tme it was o
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Toddlers to Teens

35 MILL ST., E. — ACTON — 853.3080
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Mowr mill hut the new owners
eonverted it o o grisl
operntlon, Later it doubled oy
bath & grist and spwmill,

James Barden warked e
mill nraisted by his son Henry
and three geoidsons.  ater
the yaunger 1arden, Ted's
daed varpled on the sawmill
operntlon with his three buys.
Twe wons heeame less and
jess interested n the famodly
mil and moved inte other
occnpitions, Ted Darden
stayed on with the business o
raant i1 alone with his [ather.

In 1947, the senlor Borden,
James dled. In o6 Ted's dad,
Henry died, Since that lime,
the mil has continued under
ihe ownership of the younger
Hardens. Toed nead his wile Ey
lave three sang of thelr awn.
‘The boys show no interest (n
}jlukin "F ilie family trade.
[he eldest son Jim 18 inarried
and working successfully In
ihie constriuclinn business,
'Twi yourger hoys ure well-
kuown loci] albletes. Gerald
and hig twin beother Gary, 17,
nre at school in Cornwnbi,
They are with the Cornwall
Hoyils, pinylng hockey in the
GQuebee Jdr. A" league. With
the tesun in second  place
sinee Inst September  their
prosd [ather cnn see very
wi'll where his sons' interests
[ies

Ped Barden tells the story
of his miller background. s
prandfather was originally
farmer whn sold his farm and
wirchnsed a0 mill in
lli]lﬂhurgh. Reportedly the
1arden Grist & Sawmill in
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Aev. James Montgomery

SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER The Reverend JAMES MONTGOMERY,
Internationally known Pastor of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada
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ONE OF THE FEW remainin wuter-pawered mills in Ontarlo i8 one

owned and aperated by
waler-powered the sawmi

titne it is both water 8

thit oireas, still stands but s
wob in operatinn,
Girkst and hax

Aveording 1o Mr.o Barden,
when hils fumily first came to
talon  Ailla, resident
|mpuhﬂ’mn wiis in the nolgh
wirhood of 150 people. "Since
that time we bave grown (o
approximately 300, he sadd
e roitersted that the mill, a
ange lite, wis i four-making
aperation until the Rardens
haught it 1o use it as a grist
mill, Fram 1931 they nperated
the mill a5 o cembined grist
apyd sawindll until 1950 when it
tocame  enmpletely o
sanas il

Ay, Darden says tiere are
oply ahoul ten soch mills
eperating in Ontarie loday.
He [eels that government
replations do not encourige
or hack-up simall
Lssinessmen and hat, more
and mere such enlerpnses
are disappearing..“The only
other place around T know of
where i small sawmill is
operating s in lHockley
Valtey,” Ted explains. He
saild the owner drives a bus
and does net keep the
business running as o {ull-
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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
PALM SUNDAY — MARCH 23rd

"The Three Tests of Life"”

TUESDAY — MARCH 25th

"8ringing Men to Christ"

WEDNESDAY — MARCH 26th

"Gleams of Gethsemane”

All Services begin at 7:50 with 10-minute Hymn Sing
and an Organ Recital 7:30 to 7:50 p.m.

Everyone is Most Cordially Invited

Sponsors — The Acton Clergy Association

e e

Ted

lhne joh. Arcording 1o Mrp.
FBurdep, two ol the few
vemitnieg sawmills, located
ab Neadlord and Pencetang.
lawve recently closed down.

‘Ved Barden says one of e
Wiggest problems today s
thal nohordy wants to work
exvepl for oxtremely  high
wapes, e feels the govern-
moent  has  spodled  work
initintlive by inn‘]s!ing R W
weatles  diffienlt for the in-
slependenl small business.
man to meet. Lumber is not
baardd to e by, wilh ints of il
available pear Take Belwood

"M says beaver-rained timber

is nseable providing it is cut
while still sound. "Il we can
petl peaple 1 et it."”

Mr Tarden says the flat
and vrote business is highly
competitive  wilh  other
medinms sich as  plastic,
enmposition and cardboard
CASY ru.]ﬂm:vr:mrntn for those
matdde of wood. He says that,
3t ome lime he would employ
bl boys 1o assist In his
business but that now-a-days
they con goel easier money
rlsewlhere. '

At one time the sawmill
proprictor nsed to pul in 15
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arden of Eden Mills.
il was razed by fire a few years ago. Since that
nd diesel-powered.

Once completely

anid 16 heners o day nf working
e, “Now 1'm down  to
sorking from A am. e 6 p.m.
win days oo week,'” he sald. He
suys he used o regutre lwo
e mrrh’m% with him
steadlly  but thut now  iUn
difflenlt 1o keep enough
business going (o bring In
~tfficient menjes Tor salaries
sis et he's nol working (or
the help
YWavalllle _

Why does the miller keep on
wille his particular vocutton if
ey it showing  fucrative
relurns? Mr ilarden feels he
i waking o living xatisfac-
tary Lo his way of life. He
knows he will never get rich
but savs that what he does |s
u;ili:ifj-rinr! nnd that he's kept
continually husy. Ile Is on
avid «kater whn cnjoys
membership in nn organized
~kaling rlug. and he and his
wile-spend leisure hours at
ihe favorite post-time,
truvelling to many arens of
winuthern Oniarlo lo por-
ticipate in club skaling
[srnmumﬂ. I feels that, in &
exs deminding eccupation he
could take time out more
casily for such recrealinnal
enjeyment.

In 1969 the sione buildi
w s razed by an wmexplad
fire “tinly four walls were
left of the original siructure,”
<aidd it nwner. 1t was rebuilt
on the samec principle as
before  Mill historians who
like 'o investigale such
buildings establish the local
mill ax having heen built
somelime in the lale 180G's.
They relute the cra by the
windira snahes

In Fden Mills, the Bardens
are considered one of the
olfer and more calablished
Eimilics in the cnmmunily.
Theough the years they have
b known nol only as the
only sawmill operators in the
distric! but alsn nx malnstay
and spearhead residents in
many village projects.

To move
meetings

The bad condition of Uw
blockhouse in the centre of
the park was remarked on &t
recreation advisory comr-
mittee meeling last Thee
eday. “The vandallam is ol
of this world,” commented
Gil Malcolm. All agreed R's
heen & bone of contention for
YOArs.

Members learned wih
pleasure that councii ks
2 halr air
Acton pool. three for wormen
and two for men.

Coumcil's decision to hawe

no playground [ee was
reported. Ballinafad sed
Speyside wili have hall-d=y
playgrounds. Mr. Cooper
wasnt sure yel a
Limehouse,
. Future recreation advisery
commiltee meetings will be
held &t llmﬁ. Stewaritows,
the arena and the pool.




