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People with answers

There are services available to
help people who need them, but
how are people to know?

The Free Press has had a couple
of calls in the past week. The
questions were simple, but the
answers weren't,

How do I get in touch with the
Red Cross?

How do I get in touch with Halton
| Heglping Hands?

e

ither are in the Acton or

Georgetown phone books, ieaving
the person in search of assistance
pretty confused.
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Someone gave us a good answer
to the questions which we pass on.
Phone the Contact Centre, which is
listed plainly in the phone book
right under the C's and which ad-
vertises its phone number

regularly. The person who answers

the phone there has a complete file
of all services available and will be
huppy to tell the questioner whom
to eall,

Thie Contact Centre doesn’t just
exist tor dire emergencies, but to
help anyone. '

- Welcome in all homes

There are a couple of changes in
the Free Press this weck that we
rust will please readers.

Two writers have started up
their columns again,

Chief librarian Mrs. Isabel
Watson will be writing about new
books in the library once a month
or $0.

Jennifer Barr had lots of com-
ptaints when she stopped her Let's
Talk About Horses column, so she
is beginning it again today.

And federal member of Parlia-
ment Dr. Frank Philbrook has em-
barked on a column to keep in
touch with the people in his riding,

Tell each other something

The number of Letters to the
Editor on the subject of regional

government continues to be

impressive. Never before can we
recall getting so many letters on

1 Dribs 'n drabs

A lakeside neighbor tells of a
child who “*cried all day™ when she
discovered that her favorite duck
had been trapped and taken away.

+ + +

It you have a soft spot for a
certain person, consider filling out
the form for nominations ‘for
Citizen of the Year. The Chamber
of Conunerce executive wants lots

| have personally had it, with the Cana.
dian Postal Service, so called.

- bam sick to death of postal strikes and
thredts of strikes,

And | almost throw up every time Hon-
vrable Bryce Mackasey, minister in charge
of the post office, comes on lelevision to
slate bluntly that postal employees last
yvar stole only n million dollars or what-
ever, which i just a drop in the bucket, and
thut we have the third best postal service in
1he world.

His ficst statement practically condones
thelft by public employees. His second musl
be sotelhing he hallucinated while re-
cuvering [rom an overdose of stamp glue.

Adamatted, that for years, postal employ-
o were sorely underpaid, and most of
them ;'rrc i the job only for the securily it
tered,

~ But the security is still there, and they
are how {ar [rom sorely underpaid. Some of
them, m view of what they do, and the re-
latively simple qualifications required,
may be overpaid, in comparison with some
other jobs,

~ Admitled, many postal jobs are unexcit-
ing, even boring and monotonous. This is no
cxcuse for the flouting of the public's needs,
or fur the thumb-to-thenose attitude to-
witds the government, employer of the
poslal workers,

Nobody forced those people to work in
the pust office. Plenty of other jobs are just
as monotonawus. If they wanted exeitement
why Jdidn’t they go into high stecl work or
massage parlors?

st it about time for a showdown?
Either Uunud?eﬁeu a (irst rate postal ser-
Yite, a5 we u to have, or we scrap the
whele thing and turn it over fo private
enlerprise.

In my far from humble opinion, the lat.
ter course should have been laken ycears
agu. For the past several decades, the per
foemance of the post office in this country
has been-a dismal‘ene,

Each year, effliciency decreases; each
yiar the costs incrcase. Each new broom
appointed a3 minister has carefully swept
ﬁ;ﬁn under the rug, instead of out the

It think 1t's too late for a purge in the
post office, which has become so conslipal-
cd that nothing short of dynamite would
move those turgid bowels,

Nonew minister has the guts toge in and
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one single subject, For the Free

Press, it is a remarkable reaction.
People are trying to tell each other

something all right.

of “'input” before they make their'

decision.
4+ + +

March came in Saturday —
bright, sunny and cold, February

has been a lamb-like month on the

whole, quite lacking in storms and
freezes, Don't really kpow what
Saturday’s weather means for the
end of March,

by bill smiley
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rcuin eut the dottle of the public pipeline. Tt
would be his head en a platler if tried.

Nope, [Us too late for half measures. it's
time to pul the whole, shambling, sick, half-
paralyzed leviathan on the auction block,
and sell it to the higheat bidder: buildings,
bricks, equipment and fobs.

And let's not get any phony nalionalism
mixed up in it §f one of the now rich oil
countrics wants to buy the mess and put it
in running arder, why not? Canadians can’t
to it, npparently.

You think this is too drastic? It seems
the only alternative we have to limping al-
ong with u postal system that the word
“rotten’’ inadequately describes.

You think something as big and impor- |

txnt as the postal non-system should be con-
trolled by the government? Hogwash! Any-
one with cars to hear or eyes to read knows
that government is notably inefficient asan
cinplayer.

Let's look at onte example. We have two
transcontinential ratlways. CPR, privately
awned, has shown a thumping profit year
alter year, The CNR, government owned,
lughly subsidized, is always in the red.

You think I'm a little hot loday? You're
right. Postal sirikes have cost me consider-
able, in terms of anxicty and cash And I'm
only a little frog. Imagine what the lousy
service is doing to slow down and thwart
large companies, which hire hundreds of
thousands.

As | write, postal employees in Toronto
are not working, while mait piles up in thou-
sands of tons, . 4

Why are they nol working? Because Lhey
won'L cross the pickel lines of another,
camparatively small union that is on sirike.

And get this. The Post Olfice gave its
non-working employees leave of absence
without pay. They were not fired. And thase
employees have the unbelievable gall to
talk of suing the post office because they
are not drawing their pay when they are nat
working, even though they are not on strike,

L‘m;ym [igure that out? [L makes my head
reel.

*"This week, [ sent, a letter 'special de-
kvery.” It cosl me 48 cents in postage. To
make me expend such a sum, the letter had
to be mighty important. It's sitting in o post
ollice, unsorted, in which the employees

NOT on strike,

I've had enough, Wheo'l! i\nin me? And In
closing, may I add that 1 don't put the
blame on the postal union, not ali of it.

TWO HUSKIES owned by John and Lorraine
Golden, Cobblehill Rd., love to pull a sleigh after
a snowfall, Here John Golden rides behind Poko
and Kovik. Poko is an eight-month-old female
husky and Kovic is a year-and-a-half old male.

survived.,

Give us our town again

313 Westcolt R,
Acton, Untario

L7J 11
February 21,1975

- Dear BEditor: .

I read the Free Press faithfully every
week, there is usually something in it {o
amiise me, or inform me, or that I agree
with, but of lnte what I read just makes me
angry and frustrated reading the reports of
the regional council, or lack of attendance
at a meeting.

Perbaps the reason people stayed away
from the Chamber of Commerce meetin
was beeause they feel as Ldo. Why talk with
{he elected representatives of this regional
government? Did they implement this sys-
lem? Can they possibly do anything about
getting rid of it? No, '

Their only sin was in running lor office
when the Ontario Government decided to
chunge our way of life. The only things that
type of meeling produces are more ques-
tions and no answers. People aren’t looking
for meetings lo improve the stalus quo,
they want to see the end of this situation we
find ourselves in through no faull of our
0w 1.

Where were the meetings Lo attend when
this system wns going to be introduced?
They weren't well-publicized either, ob-

viously. This is the second meeling 1 have -

heard about that was planned by the so-cal-
led Haltan Hills Area but not intended {or or
attended by the people of Acton.

The women's association held n meeting
supposedly for all woemen of Halton Hills,
hut only one poster was brought to the
municipal offices four days prior to the
meeting, and none of the Acton area wo-
men's clubs reccived prior notice. 1 guess

Georgefown ladies went in our place. No

number was given, no name to contact so
that if you wanted to know more about it, or
express regret at not being able to attend,
vou could not do so.

It is ohvious that we are most definintly
the “hills” par{ of this community, Meet-
ings are planned with little advance notice,
held practically in secret and then it is
made to ook as though we weren't interest-
ed in whatl was going on!

What have we gained (rom this replanal
system ? Ulcers, gray hair, high blood pres-
sure and a new garbage truck with doors
and steering wheel on bath sides. [ was sur-
prised {o see it on our streets this week,
with one employee driving it. and jumping
out at cach driveway lo collect the refuse.
The government must think this is a time-
shving device. They waste more gas going
up onc side of the street and down the other
instead of paying two men on the truck to
collect both sides al the same time.

What happened to our new garbage
truck Lthat Georgetown commandeered o
i:mr ago? I haven't seen it since. Neither

ave | seen our ploughs, sand trucks or
streel cleaner.

A truck which displays a sign saying
“Help Keep Georgetown Clean™ spraying
Acton sireets is an insult. Not to mention
that it comes on a garbage day and sprays
all the bags and cans into the dilches or
washes the streets on a cold morning,
causes ice to form, and necessitates a sand-
cr to come and make the streets dirty
again, :

Where is their common sensc?

What have we lost from this system?
Our twice-weekly garbage. pick-up, our vis-
its to the post office, our small-town
camaraderie, and our idenlity.

Included in this we have lost most of our
town staff, our police force, and all of our
marbles! Now we are even losing our birds!
I nolice that none of the employees are
writing to the paper -:ﬂmeg:;lining about the
regional system. Why should they when
they are making more money now, which
comes out of our pockets. I'll bet they were
just as happy living in and working for Ac.
ton, lhnuggi.

You'll notice that the Bell Telephone
company books include the Town of Acton
in the Hegional Municipality of Waterloo,

---------

These people are human and will reach {or
all they can get.

The real root of my rage and the fifth
rate Canadian postal non-service is the gut-
less politicians in Oltawa.

while the Town of Halton Hilis is included in
the Halton-Peel Region Book. Does the tele-
phone company subconsciously wish we
were not o part of Hallon Hills? So do 1. -

I enjoy chanpge, variety is good, but not
when it causes all this anxiety and dissen-
lion, We used 1o have o good little town
here, but sometime in 1973 it went the way
of all pood things. It ended too soon.

Time always pisses quickly when you

He has had the dogs since they were six weeks
old. Another was killed by a car almost a year
ago, In the accident Kovic was also injured, but
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are having a good time. Ninely-nine years
flew by, but the last year and two m::nti'l:-a
have crawled to a stop. Things just aren't
going well, and no nne is having a good Lime
anymore. Stop smothering us with kind-
ness. Me. Davis, let us live in our small
win again,
W Unhappy in Halton Hills.
( Mrs.) June Hunter

Invite Snow to debate

([Editor's Note: The {ollowing letter was
senrit to Halton East MPP Jlm Snow and &
was flled with thls newspaper for

i Eﬁ%tntiunl

Dear Sir:

I {feel I must write Lo you, as our Hallon
East M.P.P. I am writlng to you as
Reglstered Nurse, in protest of the new drug
plan for the clderly which says, “Drugs
must be dispensed individually, tor the resi-
dents of homes for the aged, by a trained
pharmacist instead of buying in bulk.”

| have had three years of hard, 12 hours
day training and 40 years of experience, 12
of #hese at Halton Centennial Manor in
Milton. Therefore [ feel I speak with exper-
ience and authorlty , in saying, *‘no pharma-
cist or individual silting in a swivel chair in
Toronto somewhere, knows the [irst thing
relating to how a home for the aged has to
operate.’”

Yau are not deallng with mentaily alert
patients as In a hospital. Most of the resi-
dents in o home are senlle and are there for

Tender Loving Care 24 hours n day, as they .
can no longer live alone and take care of

themselves, Their familles cannot cope with
the situation for 24 hours. «
* Secondly, the cost to the taxpayer will

more than double under the new plan due to
wasle of drugs that will have to be flushed

down the toilet, thus polluting the lakes in
time.

I lived through the depression years of
to care for lhese
le in their own homes, a3 there was no
nslon, or money o

the 30's when a nurse ha

P
mpitahzﬂtlﬂn, old age

y for.a doclor, medication or a nurse.

refore J-nu nursed 24 hours a day for
. Thus I cannot tolerate such

your boar

waste and the high cost to we, the taxpayers,

when millions in the world are starving and

dyilt%ﬁ for lack of medication.

o ‘administration of drugs, as (o
amount needed and when needed, is the duty

-of a Registered Nurse, not a

harmacist,
who has no contact with the resident
whatsoever, How does he know when lhey
are in paln, restless or hallucinating?
When we had bulk drugs we had some-
thing on hand to give them when needed, but
row we have lo order from a pharmacist

and wait for delivery. By thal time the resi--

dent may have dled or become so noisy, that
the whele wing is upset. it looks to me as if
“A nurse” Is considered no more than a
moron in a white uniform and cap. What is
the role of a nurse coming lo?

Thirdly, more nurses will have lo be
hired, ralsing the operating cost some more,
as one nurse can no longer prepare medi-
calions for 220 residents cach lime, when
you have to open hundreds of “safety top™
containers which is a waste of precious time
and blisters on the palm of your hand.

A hospital has only 20 or 30 patients, on a
ward, where the doctors visit daily and re-
view medications. A big difierence from a
nursing home of 370 residents, where the
Registered Nurse 1s at the helm to.use her.
training and common sense, when you have
P.R.N. and standing orders to go by.

Years ago [ won the award for Halton
County debating teem, so how aboul the
challenge to debate the subject — “Resolved
that Registered Nurses are better qualified
to prepare and administer drugs to resi-
dents in homes for the aged than a pharm-
acist .who {s ignorant of nursing care and
procedure of such homes.”

An chn invitation is extended to those
who make such laws to sﬂcnu a couple of

" weeks in o large nursing home and follow
the nurses in their work and learn the care
and habits of our residents.

This is how I feel and felt T must voice my
opinion as a taxpayer and a Hegistered

urse.

- Yours truly,
Lillian Thomas

R. R. 1, Campbellville

A parent speaks out

Feb, 27, 1975
Dear Sir:

Hegional government is here lo stay, We
can’t change it now. I want to speak on
anocther topic.

Teachers everyvwhere are striking for
more maney, more time off and less work
load. We pay the bill and they have more
time off and longer holidays than any other
profession or trade. Last year our teachers
called a strike and got away with il. They
should have called it another professional
iay. Their obvious concern IS more money

and shorter days, nol our ckildren. Many
are in it strictly for these reasons.

The latest thing is to have parents teach
cooking and sewing lo give the fcachers
more tine off. These are called electives
because the teachers clect not o teach the
three R's.

When bargaining time comes up let’s get
wise and pot give more moncy for less and
less work. :

Yours truly,
A Barent.

Accident on Feb. 217

On the evening of Feb. 21, 1975, my car,
unoccupied, was legally parked in {ront of
my residence at 34 Mill St., Acton when it
was struck from behind by a car driven by
Mr. Douglas Warwick, Longlicld Rd..
Acton. The damoge done to my vehicle was
$1.800 plus transmission repair, not $850 as

February 24,1975
The Editor,
The Acton Free Press, |
Acton, Ont, , i
In reply to your editorial re regional
government, [ think a peoll would give the
¢itizens an excellent opportunily to express

Up". Surely Lhere is somebody
thll}ngs

reported.

This natice will clear up any misconcep-

tions which seem lo have arisen from this
collision.

Mrs. K. Kelly
34 Mill St. Acton.

Another request for poll

their dissalisfaction tor satisfaction if they
50 desire).

I agree with “Willing to Work™ and "'Fed
that can get
moving lo regain Acton.

Signed

One More Dissatisfied Taxpayer

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

‘Taken from an insuc of Lhe Free Press
March 2, 1935

Alertness and well calculated action on
the part of Mrs. Cameron Leishman and
prompltness and efliciency on the part of
Constable Harress and Corporal Ray Ma-
son foiled a robbery ot Acton Post Olfice
carly Mondny morning and prevented loss
of thousands of dollars in cash and negoti-
ables,

The hulgars lefl with slightly over & dol-
lar in cash, but were prevented from cul-
ting inlo the sale that contained nbhout $4,000
und more in stamps and money orders that
in the hands of such a gang could have net-
{ed them more than $10,000.

By 8 u.m. Maonday morning three men
were belng held in Hamilton under suspi-
cion and were questioned that day by Cor-
poral Mason. Mrs. Leishman wife of the
caretaker, was aroused by talking, Upon
looking out the upstairs apartment window
she saw a4 man at the rear of the huild[ngf-
She was, however unable to distinguish of
the noises came from outslide the building
or inside uniil she stepped into the upper
vestlibule. She was then sure that the men
wire inside and promptly catled the police.

Miss Lucille Monk spent the weckend
with Actlon frlends.

Mrs. E. Gibbons, who has been sick for
the last three weeks, is about {o be out
HHEN D

Spending the weekend with Miss Fern
Birown were Miss Dertha Brown and Mr.
Fron Bivwn of Toronto.

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the ¥Free Preas
Morch 5, 1925

At the annual eneeting of the choir of the
Methodist Church the oflicers and commit-
tees for the year were clected as follows:
Hon. President, Hev..J. Culp; President, W.
Williams; Vice-President, J. C. Hill; Musi-
cal Dicector, Amos Masan: Asst. Musical
Director, . Speilvopel; Secretary, Miss
Bertie Speight; Treasurer, J. € Matthews;
Librarian, J. Newman; Organist, Mrs. R.
H. Arnold. Musical Comimittee, Miss Bertie
Smith, Mrs. T. Killv. Gown Committee,
Mrs. Ingrey, Miss Vida Hanshaw: Soclal
Comrmittee, bMiss Lottie Masop, Mr. . Ma-
sales, To invile new members, Mrs. T, Kil-
ty. The choir is now engaged in preparing
their fine Easter Cantata, “The King of
Glory,” which is a very fine musical
compostlion.

Mr. Peter Smith, of Hawarden, Sask.,
wis in tawn this week ri:nuwin[i acruain-
tances of over {ifty years ago. Mr. Smith
lived with his parents on the ""Rutherford
arm”’, where the Trout Ponds are now
situated, when a boy. He attended Acton
tPublic School when Robert Lattle was the
teacher, the Presbyterian Chureh and Sun-
day school. When & young man, he moved

; Tith his father to Grey Counly, near Mark-

dale, where he resided until hall o dozen
years ago, when be removed to Saskalehe-
wan, where he has a son and a davghter ljv-..
ing. Mr. Smith had the sad experience of
losing his beloved life pariner Inst year.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beaumont, of Glen
Willinms, left lust week for New York from
which port they sailed on the “Adriatic”
Thursday moaraing for Naples. They will
tour Italy, France, Switzerland and the Bri-
tish Isles returning home about the end of
aay,

75 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
March 1, 1900

Hev, W. S, McAlpine, B.A., spent several
days last week assisting Hev. Mr, Merrill,
{uelph. in special services. The Guclph
Herald says of him: "Mr. McAlpine's pre-
sentation of gospel truthis strong, clear and
effective and his singing adds greatly to the
enjoyment of the service.”

A vast amount of valuable and interest-
ing information res *cling the counlry up-
on which the ¢yes of the whole world are at
present fastened was givenin the Methodist
Chureh on Sunday, Monday®*and Tuesda
evenings by ex-Sergt.-Major G. H. School,
late of the Hechuanaland Mounted Border
Police, under the auspices of the Epworth
[eague. : :

Hev. T. R. Forbes is supplying the puiril
of the Congregational Church, Listowel, for
a couple of weeks. Hhis pulpit at Churcehill
was occupied last Sunday by Hev. J, A. Me-
Lacblan M, A. and next Sunday Rev. Hec-
tor Mclean will preach,

A sleigh-lead of young people drove over
from Corwhin Tuesday evening to spend a
social evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Turton, where i most enjoyable time was
spent by all, '

Alr. MeDermid, of Woodstock, has been
in Acton and vicinity the past lwo days
investigating with i view te the establis
ment of a creamery here. Such an institu-
tion would be of genuine benefit to the

farmers within a radius of five miles.
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