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for 35 at Brisbane

by David Proulx

’Ihere?was nothing bashiul
about six-year-old Karen,
sitting with her clasamates at
a round table in Brisbane
Publie School. i
«J'ai un petit chien,” she
told the teacher, answering a
uestlon. (I have a small

dog) .
og‘.fuila sepl garcons,

young Teri sang oul. (There
are seven boys.

“Pierre et sa mere jouent
du plane,”” said Tracey in a
contident, small girl volce.
(Pierre and his mother are
playing the plano.)

hege three youngsters,
and 32 others, spend their
entire achool day in a French
environment—1ialking, lis-
tening laughing, doing arith-
melic, reading, writing and
singing.

New program

it's & new program init-
lated by the Wellington
County Board of Education
last (all. Three scheols (n the
county were selected for
French immersion classes
and Brisbane was chosen in
the castern end.

Two teachers with French
as their mother tongue were
hired at Brisbane and classes
were started at the kinder-
garten and Grade 1 levels.

Now parents in the count
have a choice belween all-
English classes or nll-French,

Onen gnr
Providing the board of
education agrees, the plan is
to add one class a year as Lhe
original kindergarten and
Grade | groups graduate 1o
higher grades.

¢ children are expected
to be bilinguat by the end of
Grade 3. From then on, they
will receive hall a day’s in-
struction in English and half
in French, covering all
normal school subjects until
they graduale from high
school.

{For parents interested in
the program, DbBrisbane I8
holding an information
meeling on Wednesday, Feb.
2%, at 8 p.m, in the school.
Board of education staff will
discuss the French project
and a Torento srlmnr}" school
principal Ted Rutherford,
who has been invelved with
language immersion classes
for the last four years will

speax.)
- Quebhec native

In the Grade 1 classroom at
Brisbane, under Madame
Murlelle Lalrenicre, a native
of northern Quebec, the walls
are covered with pictures of
evervday objects, all with
French names.

it's a total French atmos- -

phere, down to the tarln:
e

- cassettes, books and sim

sentences writlen on the
backboard.

The 20 youngsiers sit at
round tables in groups of five
or six, rother than at desks.
This is to keep the conver-
sation going and build famil-
jarity with the new language,

Double challenge
The French kindergarten
class, under Mademolselle

LOVELL BROS.
MEAT MARKET

Edwine Theano, a native of
Haftl, faces a double
challenge. For these 10
youngsters, this is their firat
experience with school  as
well as their firat exposure 10
n new language.

Bwitch
During recesses and at
noon hour, most of the young-
sters swlitch to English as
they mix with the rest of the
school populatien, But oc-
cnninnulrn. two classmates
will speak French.

Becauseof thelr familiarity
with thelr second Inngun[;e,
the students sometimes think
of the correct French word
faster than its English equiv-
alent.

Those students whose.
parents are bilingual often
carry on the day’s lessons al
home, especially when there
are older children in the
family taking French at high
school.

But for unilingual parents,
tha school has advised them
to provide an English atmos-

here at home, while the
rench atmosphere s
provided at school. . :

Exclted

The teachers at Brisbane,
French and English alike, are
excited by the new concept,
says principal Beb Mulr, And
lhe children In all-English
classes have shown a “‘very
positive reaction™ to the
youngsters in the two French
rooms.

With a new language to
learn, the French students
are expected to fall slightly
behind the level reached in
English classes, But thi;ﬁnp
wi!? 500N nArrow, accordin
to Mr. Muir, and both Frenc
and English students will be
at the same level hg Grade 3.

From then on, lhe French
students are expected to do as
well, and in some cases
better, than thelr English-
language counterparts.

Since il is a new concept,
the board of education is
judging the course as it goes
along.

But, says Mr. Muir, “Thave
every confidence that the
program will be successful
encugh to warrant contin-

uation."

Not enough

Normally, a student’s [irst
exposure to French comes in
Grade 7, with & 20-minute
class each dnr. But the ex-
posure s not long enough to
produce bllingual students.

Arndd a youngster can pick
up a second language much
faster when he is live or six
rather than when heis 11 or 12
and about to enter junlor high
school.

The parents of the Brisbane
students are highly enthus-
jastic about he program.
Moat of them altend regular
meetings at the school to keep
in touch. - .

The reasons they give for
enroling thelr children in
French immersion vary from
family to family. Some see
the value of being billngual in
a country with two official
languages. Others have

e RED BRAND BEEF ¢

Choica

‘Bone In "il -39

Prime Rib Roast o 31 89

Tendor

ihoulder Roast

»99°

Chuck Roast

»99¢

Tender

Blade & Short

Rib Roast

+1.10

Lean

spoken of the mental enrich-
ment of the program, the
provision of a learnin
challenge and the opening o
more opportunities lo the
children in the future becasue
they are bilingual.

Proud
The child emselves
gee enjoying ex-

rience, a bil surprised al
helr success in coping with a
second Inn%un e bul wvery
proud of thelr ability.

Most of the
recent survey taken by the
school, sald they did not want
their children in a tlotally
French school but preferred
the English-French mix that
Brisbane has now.

Environment

They want thelr children to
be bilingual but still be part of
the Eng%iah environment they
live in.

Brisbane's Mr. Muir pre-

fers it that way as well.
“ “The French students are
not treated os ellle chitdren.
They are part of lhe lotal
school and everyone (s
treated the same. The only
difference Is the nalural
curiosity about what s
happening in the- French
clagsrooms.”

“Inall, ['d say we've had a
very positive reaction (rom
all the children to the French
classes."

Mr. Muir has aiready been
contacted by the parents of 10
children interested in enrol-
ing in the French kinder-
garten next fall.

It takes 20 youngsters to
form o new class and warrant
hiring another French lea-
cher, but the princlpal sees no
difficulty in reaching this
number.

While the program is 100
new in Wellington County for
a delalled cvaluation, the
expertence of other schools
who have tried French im-
mersion in the early grades
indicates that total immer-
sion produces (ar betler
results than starting French
at Grade 7.

Allenby Public School In
Toronto has hoad French
immerston for four years
now. And although the chil-
dren live in a totally English
atmosphere outside ol school
thelr tests have compa
favorably to tests given to
French immersion students
in Ottawa, o bilingual atmos-

phere. ;

Meanwhile, the Brishane
students are being glven
regulnr tests wilth the results
fed to the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education in
Toronto to see how Welllngton
County children are measur-
ing up to the new cxperience.
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teachers is Madame Murielle Lafreniere, a native of northern Quebec.
Students are expected to be bilingual by the end of grade three.
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Both husband, wife
hospitalized in Guelph

by Mrs. Shorllll Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Metcalfe
ond Miss Arlene Shertill
attended the Star games at
Maple Leal Goardens on
Friday. Georgelown High
School students competed
with very good performance.

Church service on Sunday
was woll attended. The Jumor

Choir, numbering 10 sang a
number lelling the story of
the **five loaves and two
fishes.”” The sermon had {he
theme of the praclice of

Festival

On February 1, over Zi0D
young people from across
Ontorio attended the annual
Junior Farmer Talent
Festival at the Royal York
Hotel in Toronto.

There were more than 200
entries in the various com-
petitions, :

George Henderson, County
Director of Halton, and a
resident of Acton supervised
the choir and Talent Hunt
competitions in tht alternoon.

“[asting during lent”. Dil-
[erent  implicstions con-
cerning fnsting are laken by
various cereeds. [ earried
home the jdea that riddin
one's mind of ail envious an
ailous thought would be as
good an interpretation as any
nhmﬁ these lines.

Bihle study is belng carried
on cach Tues. omitting this
week and  continuing  next
week at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Shortifl.

The ladies held a suceessiul

uilt bee last Wednesday.

everal warm quiltls were
made and will be available
for needy ones. One is to be
ruilted some afterncon soon,
soanother day will be needed.
All took lunch and a *'chat-
tery’ pleasant time was
spent, os well as a busy ane.

We're sorry Both Mr. and
Mrs.. Robt. MeEnery are
hospitalized in Guelph.

Mr. Victor Swindleburst
returned home from CGuelph
after surgery.

Mr. Leo Jumieson is still in
london Hospital receiving
treatment.
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Read your Tax Guide.
: Itsworthit,

- yinl use the 1971
Incotne Tax Guide, which accompanics

Even though the
Federal Governe-
ment lees each
year to make the
tax form ¢asiern to
underseand, you
prohalbly believe
filling wont s a
didficalt job.

Lot's Face 1.

a ot easivr.
Rt when

yvour 1ax form, you'll fiind ivs no as dig-

ficult as you thoughe.

And for most of you, the Gulde will
be the ondy help vou'll need o comyplew

YOur rciarn.

income and ¢laim your deducoons, loells
yvar how to goabout caloulanmg vour tax,
arpivang ar vour rehund or balanee due.

It's as sitnple as that

Following the Blue Section there 1 a
detasled explananion of different tvpes of
incane, as well as 3 section on allowahle
deducnions. Be wire o read these sectiems

carctully.
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1 vou decide vou Jo need more
hetp, you'll find Distric Taxauon Odfice
addresses and
lack vover ufn
frowd all thie assistance vou'll seed.

111111_1*": munishers histed on the
e Gudde. There vou'll

Sen, yon see, vour Tax Guide wall
probally be vout best friend come imcome
tax thme. Head it thoroughly and follow it
carcfully. You'll find ot wall make vour joh

Tax Guide "7 3 Flow lang has 11
been simee vou've read a really good book?

We're making it
easier to understand.

Read your Guide thoroughly. The '
gasy-ter-follow Blue Sectwmn at the tront of
the Guide takes you through the tax form
step by step, showing vou how 1o D your

P ety oy 10
Frgust

Froanfre b oy
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Several of the Domtar “lay-
offs” were able (o return to

work Monday.

The Community Cenlre
News tetler came out Lhis
week., For the sum of one
dollar the letter will be sent
each month. The committee
wants the support of us all in
their endeavdurs., They work
hird te make the programs
enjoyahle and we commend
them on their efforts.

No course

in Halton

The Halton County Board of
Education recenily turned
down a request for French
Immersion teaching in publle
schools,

Board member Tom
Watson, attributed the
refusal to the high cost of
such a program, as well as a
low demand for it. He sald
thot less than 80 studenls
showed an Interest in French
immersion.

Another reason for turnin
down the request is the lack o
leachers available.

Mr. Watson nlso said that
people would not be willlng to

pay the incrensed tax for such
o emall minority. He sald the

school hoard will continue to
glve the best paossible

| educatlon to the children.

Diversio n
not open

Desplle appearances, the
third line Frachrerainn by
Indusmin Quarry is not yet
open lo the publie. There are
stiif tegal details to be
completed. :

TODDLERS to TEENS

ALL
WINTER
WEAR

Savings
Up To

TODDLERS - TEENS

15 Ml 8t E..
ACTON

e 853-3080

Saturday, February 22nd

at the

~

ACTON LEGIOK

£6.00 Par Couple
{includes Dance and Bavarian Meal}

Dancing9 p.m. to 1 a.m. to

Willi Stachele Fdoliveiss Fand

SAVINGS UP TO

$ST100.0

ON MANY ITEMS DURING OUR

Pl

FANTASTIC SAVING

!

Stove Model ERD-360

£

Featuring No turn speed broil,
deluxe automatic clock, two
8" and two 6" infinte heat el-

Refrigerator Model KFD-314
Featuring 13.8 cu. foot capacity

3.5 cu. ft. freezer, no-frost oper-
ation, three adjustable cantilever

shelves, two full width shelves,
two crispers and a 7-day meat
keeper. '

ements, timed apphance out-
let and surface element plus
many other features.

WITH MANY OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE!!

AFTER SUPPER PRICES FEATURED
February 10th to February 28th

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Your Tax Guide also
includes an arca of general
infarmation, 1 page or two of
ATNAWCTS DO SUINIC STz
questtons, andselutions wo
prohlems you could
encounterwhile working
OT YOUT felurmn.
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Rump Roast .59
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