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Where were you all?

Where were you all last Wed-
nesday, you peaple who complain
about regional government?
~ Certainly not at the golf club,
where seven councillors stood
ready and waiting for citizens to
come.

Twelve citizens responded in
all--some of them not artiving
until an hour after the time set for
the public forum.

The three Chamber  of
Commerce members, extremely
embarrassed, calied off the
meeting.

Excuses? How can any be valid
for such a terribly depressing
response? The snow wasn't that
bad. The distance wasn’t that far.
The publicity was good enough,

~with news and an advertisement.

Yet Letters to the Editor on the
subject of regional government

Weeklies are

The annual winter convention of
the Ontario Weekly Newspapers
Association was held last week at
the Roval York in Toronto, and out-
going president Bill Kennedy of
Durham told all the weekly people
they have fallen badly behind in
communicating their achieve-
ments 1o others. We're too modaest,
he says.

We just don’t think to boast
about weeklies. Studies presented
1o the convention showed weeklies
are greatly underrated by
evervone—especially big ad-
veriisers. Most
weeklies, while many never get
dailies at all. -

There are 250 flourishing
weeklies in the province, and 350
friendly people attended the
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have increased to a figure which,
although small, is far more than
usual on any subject.

A poll on regional govermment
in the Free Press had been urged,
and now several people have
written to agree,

But a vocal poll in a {ace-Lo-face
confrontation with our friends the
councillors would have been even
better. Only it failed to come off.

The. Free Press reporter, like
the Chamber members, could
hardiy believe the lack of response

possible.

A couple of councillors
suggested the message is loud and
clear, and it's time for Acton and
Esquesing people to accept the
inevitable, stop grouching and lock
[orward.

Put up or shut up, in other

words.

modest

convention.

Newly-elected president is
Acton native Jim Dills of Milton,
who takes over the office exactly 10
years after brother Dave. Father
George Arlof Dills was named
weekly newspaperman of the year
about 20 years ago.

Many weeklies are run by the
conrtinuing generations of the same
family. '

The Milton Canadian Champion
placed first in its category of
circulation, Acton placed fifth out
of 24 in the category. Our ad-
vertising, sports and photography
were marked especially high, A
new member, the Georgetown
Independent, also placed fifth in its

group. -

We don’t need gimmicks

it was amazing and laughable to
see the convention through the eyes
of the TV show 24 Hours, hosted by
home town boy Rob Parker,
Monday. The reporters set out with
an “angle’ to prove and we found
the TV impression quite distorted
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and unreal,

JIt's the kind of thing that makes
‘us agree maybe weeklies are too
‘modest. We have a self-supporting

medium that doesn’t have to resort
to angles, innuendo, or government

subsidy and we're glad of it!
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Restore common sense

Dear Editor;

11 always like to glance over the Acton
Free Press and have been doing so since
26 It endeovours to bring back old
memuries and to aquaint its readers with
the history and activities of the surrounding
hamlets, along with the outstonding figures
who crealed them. Similarlf,'nll us from
time lo ime recall our past life experiences
und regard them as inspirnunnur

Tu learn of the empty pews however,
mote or less convinced me that we are
slipping, not (or the better, in an ever-
changing world. Our Christian and
demecratic way of life has reached a low
¢bb, for the want of God's grace to guide
our western leadership is creating more

human suffering than our Communist

neighbors.

erefore, it would toke the combined
efforts of al! creeds and classes, invokin
the grace of God, to restore our socia
structure (o a more sensible de il
Most of us are quite aware of what has
caused our wnrlcﬂy problems—selfish in-
justice that no one can hope to Erﬂﬁt {rom,
Our deeds are evil and we have made
enemies with God and our neighbors.
This T would say is the sad part of it all, so
let our slogan be, “Loyalty and unity, to
restore common sense to the world, for the
benelit of ali, with a glance to God.”
Yours sincerely,

George Graham, -

H.K. 1, Limehouse.

Situation out of hand

To The Editor,

1 have lived in Acton nppruxlmnteimﬁ

‘Vears. It is my opinion that one of the best
things that has ever ha cdd in this town

thuring this time was the decision, live l}:cm
i:g{; to attract ducks, geese elc. o Fairy
ake,

It has been a constant scurce of pleasure
to many people | know and .le mysell to
watch Lhe gradual build up of the wild fowl]
that have come to regarg the Fairy Lake
Park as their home.

It is quite an experience to see Esther
Taylor walking into the park to be ted
by the swans, geese ctc. These birds have

come to watch for her and regard her and

this town as their [riend.
About two months veryone
knows. a sour note crepl this relation-
ship. It was stated by Mr. that any
Hybtid ducks on the lake had 10 go, at-the
insistence of the authorities.
This is com ;untrue.
There i3 0o Iaw that says one cannot have
Hybrid Ducks mixed in with wild ducks,
I'Ts true that the wild life suthorities do

not Mﬂ this situation, but once
again I state is no law,

We were told that five or ten of the
Hybrids which were classified as free
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What we now have is o situation that was

instigated complelely by Mr. Townsley
Eﬁtting completely out of hand. Not only
ve the townspeople and council been

misled, but it is now staled “‘that the birds
are polluting the water”’, although no facts
and figures have been released to sub-
stanliate this claim.

Une might well ask if similar
were there other years, and if so why it is

only now that we are hearing about this

lem?

One mighl well ask, il this is the case why
the birds were located very close to the
waler intake of Beardmores?

Could it be that either this is a deliberate
attempt to gel rid of these birds, for reasons
unknown? Unless of course Mr. Townsley
does not want the responsibility.

It is also a very peculiar situation when
the lownspeople are misded by an employce
of the town.

We have heard a lot about the licence
that has been issued by the Wild Life
Authorities ta the town. The only reason this
was reqjuired in the first place was to enable
the town to acquire and transport birds to
the lake. -

Once those birds (ducks and geese) are

free {lyi that rmit is no longer
requlreg—nfullm fmlF;re golng to sell n:ngu}'
more birds,

further investigation I am told that
the directive to the Wild Lile * came
from Beardmores, which I cannot under-
uund,shtcelhefwereinfnmn-ufthh
sanctusry when it was founded.

Yours truly,
John Shadholt

problems

M. Z. BENNETT PUBLIC speakers on Monday
were, [ront row, Jimmie Reynolds, Shelle
Young, the winner, and Brent Vickery. Bac

*

row, Mrs. Jean Dunlop, Jt Eei:[LuciimEJ Depieri,
ell, and Russ Mac-

Kathy Ewart, Dorsay
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I think we'll all agree that therc is
nothing quite so downright miserable and
annoying as the person who delights in
saying, "I told you so.” Certainly, all
married men will agree with me.

Most of us know perfectly well that we
are poor little lambs who bave lost our way,
that we have [eet of clay and bones for
brains. But we hate being reminded of it.

It seems to me that there is nnthing_
more redundant than to wake up with a
Eﬂg“en mouth full of the boltom of n

irde

age, head full of porcupine quills and -

have a smirking, self-satisfied voice
grating, "We”, 1 warned you, but you
wouldn't listen to me."”

Who needs 7 Who needs a  post-

mortem, when he is still alive, though

barely? | :-'-[penk not from experience, of
course, bul from hearsay. Not admissible in
court.

Aflter that preamble, 1 have to admit
that I told you so. I told the whole nation so.
But nobody listened,

It must have been a couple of years ago,
when [ warned, in no uncertatn terms, the
rest of us were going to be picking up the
tabs for Napoleon Drapeau’s belief that he is
really n reincarnation of the infamous
emperiar. :

Or maybe it's Caesar he thinks he is,
Certainly he is glving us members of the
pulace bread and circuses, as Caesar did.
tightly light an the bread and heavy on the
circuses.

I said it right here, In black and white,
that the mayor of Montreal was going to
take us for a fast buggy-ride, when he gat
the Glrmpi: Games. For Canada? Dan’t
slliy. For Montreal.

The handwriting is now on the wall, loud
and clear. And as fast as M. Drapeau rubs it
off, or licks it off with his cloquent labial
organ, it reappears.

It seems inevitable that you and me,
sistern and brethren, are going lo be pickin
up a big, fat tab for the 1976 Montrea
G?zmes- And games (s the word, if the
Olympies consist of running in ever-
decreasing circles until you disappear.

Let’s not blame it on the construction

Set up shop
in Acton

Acton, Ont.
Feb. 14, 1975

To: The Editor
Acton Free Press
Acton, Ont.

Dear Sir:

1 agree with “Fed up too™ that a Ballot
Form printed In the papers would provide
people with a convenient way lo express
their opinien of this expensive, bunglin
form of Government which has been (o
upon us. 1L would be interesting to find out
just how the le of Esquesing znd
Georgetown feel about:this new Town of
Halton Hills.

In my opinion, we are being treated as if
Geurgcn 1 town Is “Halton™ while Aclon is the
1] i 151'"

How about It Actonlans — let’s attempl
o get out of ““Them Thar Hills"™ and set up
shop once agaln in Acton.

Nao Hill-Billy

More letters on page B3

Nort
school today

Naughton, judge. Shelley advances on to the
Halton championships at Robert Little
(Wednesday). Absent from the.
photo is the third judge, Father Smye.

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

strikes in Montreal, Let's not blame it on

inflation. Let’s blame the $300 milllen dollar
deficit (and who knows how much more?),
an the delisions of grandeur of the rolylest-
polyiest con man since P. T. Barnum made
that immortal statement: "Never give a
sucker an even break.”

Hank Bourassa of Quebec and Pete
Trudeau of Ottawa knew |hey were dealln
with a greased cel when they tangled wi
Drapeau, but all they did was make polite
political nolses, assuring the suckers that it
wasn't going to cost more than maybe
seven cents each to pul on this ex-
travagorama.

Some of us, those possessing the gift,
and a memory, knew perfectly well that we
were going to be reamed like an old pipe,
but they wouldn’t listen.

', 0h, well, what the heck!A prophet is

without honor in his own country. You in

your small corner, and 1 in mine.

My severest critic of my polnt of view is
nat my wife, as is most often the case. She
thinks the Games are something the
teenagers play down at the Olympia
restaurant. The only connection is the
proprictors of the Olympla are Greek.

No, my chiel opposition comes from my
assistanl department head, which only
confirms my long-held view that she Is
bigoted, thick-headed, disloyzl to her chlef,
and a lousy shuffle-board player.

Her argument goes like this; "'The
Olympic Games are for all of Canadn. Why
shouldn't all Canadians help pay for
them?" ?

Well, she's all wet, in which she wouldn’t
welgh 85 pounds, soaking.

Nobody asked me if I wanted the stupld
Olympic Farce in Canada. And even though
I wasn't asked, I said NO,

By me, the Clympic Games consist of
someone proving that he or she can do
something .completely uscless better than
anyone else.

If Mayor Dram‘au had shown aony
desire to clean up Montreal, which has the
worst slums, fhe worst sewage system,
robably the highest crime rate in Canada,
‘d buy a whole len-dollar lottery ticket,
instead of srl!tllng one 10 ways. He's not
interested. He wants coliseums, palaces,
and probably wouldn't object to a few
raven imoges of himsell scattered about
the city.

Did you notlce that when the Olymple
Committce was on the edge of the abyss,
looking * into it, there wasn’'l exactly o
scramble among the world's nations to pick
pick up the tab? :

The only tenlative offer was from the
Arab swingers, who are in slmllar ele-
cumstances to the old lady who lived in a
shoe. They have so many barrels, they
don't know what to do. Admitted, barrels
are hetter than children these days, but
there's a limit.

Say. Pardon me for a moment, Just had a
thought.  Those Arabs are h&ying T
practically anything these days, Wonder If
they'd be interested [n some fine moose
pasture [ won up north, Used o be called
minlng stocks. -

Probably not. However, maybe Lhey'd
take o flyer on a pure-bred hybrid cat. Hal{
wolf, haff pig. And by golly, the price is
right. This gem, this jewel, this living,
lovable creation Is going for four (}uaru af
oil and a one-billionth share in the Holy Old
Eruption Ol Company.

Now, how did I get away off here in the
old ficlds? Let's see. Trudeau, olly.
Bourassa, ollier, '

A simple malter of conjugation.
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Taken from tha inaue of the Free Pres,
Velrunry 17, 1955

With a thunderidg ronr, o f0-foot lree
terppled the wring way and smashed (0
apliniers n lwo-storey house on the Camp-
bellvillenidarond, just eant of the village on
Tuesday aflernonn. .

Mr. wnd Men. Williem Turner werein Lhe
house ot the time, watching workmen
culling the teea. Nedleing i ’E’Hh torward
their home, they esca try m hack kitchen
which wus not caught in the path of the
heavy ash tree. About four feet across ot
the butt, thet tree was nna of the largeat that
;Ih;!t:g:l residenta could recall having seen
|t B

The Acton Junior Farmers held their
regulor meeting ot the home of Bill Fox on
Wednenday, ¢ehrusry 9. The Juninr
Inntitute held their annua! meeting, M G,
Commerville presiding over the election nf
offlcers. They are: past president, Anne
Mclaughlin:  president, Marlon Porte;
vice-president, [2oris  Thomgpson;
secretary-treasurer, Ido  Archibald,
diatrlet director, Kathleen Stanley.

Fluorldation of waler has deflnitely heen

roven tn cut down tooth decay, Dr: Harold
«1htold Acton Kotarians Tuesday al thelr
regular mecting. He Inuched on the contro-
verslal subject during hls address during
Natlonal Health Week,

A chesl full of treasure was found right
on the atage of Lthe public school auditorium
this week. In fact it was found twice, once
on Tuesday and once nn Wednesday, when
the school presented Lt operetta, Treadure
Island.

. 50 years ago

Taken from the lssue of the Free Press,
Fehruary 19, 1925,

Posl Office inspector T. H. Murray, of
London, was here on Tuesday (n meet and
examlne the candidates for the vacant
Postmastership. The persons ﬂﬁﬂlyin are;
J. C. Matthews, A. M. Smith, Melfort
Collier, W.J.L. Hampshire. The Inspector
wlll no doubt send in his report to the
department without delay and the appoint-
ment will probably be maode in the cour se of
a few wecks.

Little Jammie Jones, the five-year-old
son of Mr. J. W. Jones, Manager of the
Acton Co-operative Store, had the mis-
fortune on Tuesday morning, while playing
on Maln Street with a companion, to fall on
Lthe sidewalk and fracture his left leg bet-
ween the knee and thigh. The fracture was
temporarily reduced and the dear iittle lad
was taken to the General Hospital, Guelph,
by his father. He is doing very well.

Last Sunday was o ed in the
Methodist Church as Connexional Funds
Day when the funds of the budgel outside
the local church and Missionary funds are
conlributed. Rev. Henry Caldwell, 5T.L.,
of Georgetown was the preacher of the day.
He gave excellent discourses abounding the
gospel truth. The offerings of the day were

encrous, and when the contributions of

ose who generally give but were absent
on Sunday are handed in, the aggregate will
fully meet the amount of the budget asked
for. Rev. Mr. Culp preached at Georgetown
and Ashgrove.

~ Mr. Chorles Symon has been in the- .
Guelph General Hospital during the week,

having an operation on his lonslls.

/5 years ago

" Token from the issue of the Free Preas,
' tebruary 15, 1900,

The first inspection of the electrlc light
system here was made last Friday evening.
Mr. Johnston, the Government Inspeclor,
visited town thot evening ond afler a
careful inspection cf the plant and system
generally reporfed to Reeve Pearson,
chairman of the Fire ond Light Commitlee,
that everything was very satlsfectory. This
result must be encouraging to the com-
mittee and reassuring to the citlzens and
patrons of the light.

Owing to the apening services of the new
Baptist church next hundnl\fmthe morning
service ol the Methodlst Church and the
evenlng services of the Presbylerian °
church will be withdrawn.

Mrs. James Leslie, eldest son of George

" Leslle, Em‘,1 of the 1st con., Erin, has
the

rchased the Samuel Johnston homestead
ot 10, con. 3, Erin, 100 ncres. The price pald
wns $3225. He will tnke poasesslon the first
of April.

Mr. W. A, Stewart has purchased the
Lamb farm adjoining his own on the sccond
concesslon at a.falr price.

Mr. John Thomas, . Church Street, fell
on the lce last Friday while coming from
work at the tannery and bruised his
shoulder badly.

Mr. W. . Heynolds, eleclriclan, who
has now charge of the plant ot Elmvale,
was ir town on Tuesday renewing acquaint-
ances. Mr. Reynolds was married about
Christmas time and wears a very happy
mien.
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