B2 The Acton Free Press, Wed., Jan. 29. 1975

Your favorite non-humans

only claim to fame s her looks,
which come by good fortune rather
than her own efforts.

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

When a neighboring newspaper
staff decided to take pictures of a
“girl of the week', Corie Fisher

A T
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decided the Free Press should have
something different — the “‘pet of
the week,”

It has been an outstanding
success, with a regular series of
tips on where to go next for a
picture of somebody's favorite
animal,

The other paper has stopped
photographing girls, after it was
pointed out there isn’t much reason
to take pictures of a person who's
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But the pet of the week goes on,
Ihere have been dogs and cats,
rabbits, ponies, horses, a Pig,
guinea pig and even a snhake. We
haven't heard of a fish lover in the
five months or so the series has
been running. Aren't fish lovable?
Maybe not.

We'd like to hear from more
people and their favorite non-

humans.

The last of the perogies

. Another chapter to the ''perogie
country ™ stary. |

CEF'TO Night Beat weatherman
Dave Devall started his segment of
the show last Friday by reading
about himself in the Acton Free
Press. His quick reference was to a
story in the paper about the show,
but he added humorously that the
paper didn't help him any with the
weekend weather report.

How about a

A couple of people have suggest-
vd a ballet in the Free Press-asking
people’s opinion of regional
government. The surprisingly high
return of questionnaires to the hy-
dro commission gives the impres-
sion there might be a good return
on such a question from Acton
people. -

On the other hand we hear
"People are sick and tired of hear-

It was another amusing part to
the Case of the Perogie Mystery—a
bit of mid-winter silliness that re-
sulted {rom Dave Devall’s first off-
hand mention of Acton as “perogie

country’’, .

Guess it's all over now, except
for an enlarged cooking vocabulary
and cating experience for Acton-
ians.

vote’?

ing about regional government,"
What would be good to have in

- the Free Press would be some let-

lers to the editor on the subject.
They needn’t be long, they needn't
be smart, they needn’t be signed.

It's an important subject, and
Lthe more opinions heard the better.

And if you're fed up with it all,
please let us know, too!

The shadow walks

People who enjoy being super-
stitious can be watching on Sunday.
That's the day the groundhog is
supposed to come out of his hole,
And alert weather watchers are
supposed to figure out if his shadow
is visible or not,

s0aMn.

A cold crisp shadow? Get back
in the burrow, fella. And join the
rest of us in the long, long wait for
the robins.,

Flakes and splashes

Winter is one time of year when
you notice the need for sidewalks in
the subdivisions,

+ 4+ 4+
The winter carnivals held by the

lugh school make a nice break in
the season. ""Too much work’ was

the feeling last year.
+ 4+ o+

Will there be a provincial elec-
tion this year? The Canadian Club
of Burlington thinks so, and has in-
vited leaders of the three Ontario
provincial parties to speak between
now and the middle of May. Prem-

ter Bill Davis was the first last
weekend, )

+ 4+ 4
The articie in last week’s Free

Press on the Niagara Escarpment °

Commission won't cause any fore-
boding for Acton and district
people probably. Acton is in the
control area, but the commission
Secs many land uses as accep-
lable--agriculture, quarrying and
residential development among
them. These are all important to
this district. |
The plan will not freeze develop-
mnenl, such as the huge housing

complex proposed for the east end
of Acton,

Noshadow? Spring will be along "
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SNOW, RAIN, slush, ice and fog followed each other
last weekend. Wet snow weighs down the branches of
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There are a lot ol questions flonting
around in the murky depths of my mimt
and oceasionally one floats to the surface: 1
ts usunlly slapped down by someone (my
wife?), or just given n good shot of Haid,
and lics over on its side and expires,

But recently, the questinns have been
boiling up like bubbles in a thundermug. [
felt 1 should share them with my long-
suffering readers, and among the six of us,
we night be able (o come up with some
answers. (By the way, if you don’t know
what a thundermug is, ask vour Mum. Your
Dad would be too shy 10 explain.)

They are not exactly burning questions,

but they do create a small smoulder, (rom”

time to time.

Why do so many men addicted to hairy
appendages to their eraniums these days?
I can understand any chap geowing a beard
to hide o weak chin. 1 can understand any
young man trying to grow a beard. It's part
af growing up.

But why all these Fu Manchu moust-
aches? They add nothing whatever to a face
that has no character, and they detract
from one that does.

I'm glad I'm not a girl. 1t must be-

revolling 1o kiss a voung man and wind up
with a mouthful of hair,

When [ got back ta England from prison
comp, 1 had a beautiful handlebar job
which had taken me nine menths of con-
stant upsweeping to achieve. 1t came off 20
minutes after I'd looked up my first ald girl
fricnd. She said it was like kissing a cow's
car. Blunt but honest, she was.
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Aned whly do alt those older guys, who are
skin-hald lor the first two-thirds of helr
skuls, Insist on growlng thase long, Hreasy,
forlorn ringlels at the backs of their heads,
falling down ever their collars? They fool

- nobady. It doesn’t make them look more

virile, It merely makes them look scruffy,
and silly.

They remind me of the guys who used to
comb across o completely naked pate eight

strands of long halr from their sideburns, -

Why not face i, chaps? If you have a hig
helly, stick it eut and pat it If you're o
baldy, you're a haldy, and you wash your
hair with !'nm!rr:ln!{!.

[t doesn’t seem to bother the ladies. Yul
Brynrer has been a sex symbal for years,
And that Telly Savalns, or whalever his
name is, that mean-looking guy on TV
(Rojack? Hnjuk? Wojok?) seems to be on
cvery second program, bald as an ogg, and
ibout the same shape.

I remember an elderish lady whose chief
delight was putting a needle into people.

. She was as bald as a billlard ball on lop,
but, by a clever cantrivence of buns and

piling-up, she managed 1o cover il. Or so
she thought.

Inher joky way, one day, while I had my
head bent over u book, in my usual

. scholarly foshion, she seratched my crown
and chortled, "My, you're getting a little

thin on top."

It didn’t bother me. T was. If it had, I
could have said something cruel. Like,
LK., Rapunzel, let down vour hair and
we'll climb up and have a loock at what
you've been hiding all these years.”

I couldn't. But I didn't like the old bat,
and it was time someone blunted her
needle. So, 1 stood up, walked around her
twice, my eyes glued to her bum, which
looked like the east end of o cow going west,
smiled, and said gently, “Yes, my dear, bul
perhaps it's better o be getting a little thin
an top then garganlunusly thick an the

_hﬂt lom."

these trees near Ballinafad, Free Press hotographer
Peter McCusker took the moody midwinter picture.
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She seuttled to the eoffee urn, cyes o
wilter to see if anyone hod heard, and st
her mouth for three whaele days 1 think it
:.r:m the word “garganiuously' that flang

Cr.

This started out as o question perisd,
and is turning eut to be o plece about hair
Sorry, I've nothing against holr, as sueh

['m not ene of those back-to-the-hrush-
cut rmnph‘:, Lordy, if someone made all my
students 1male) cut their hair, 1'd have to
learn their names all over agalin, and it's
already taken me three manths to identify
the shagpy dogs.

In fact, I rather enjoy the medern
novels, which state that, “She ran her
hands through his long, silken hair,” just as
much as I enjoyed the old novels which
stated that, ""He ran his hands through her
long silken bair."” Men's Lib. If you can find
some stlken hair, which is o lol searcer than
you think, grab onto it and run your hpnds
through It.

Ine group I do feel sorry for during this

fad is the old-fashioned barber. There's no.

such thing as a young buarber. Fhe young
ones are all hair stylists. For the oldtimers,
husiness is pretty sketchy. Some of them

are culling so little hair these doys - the.

odd gray Inck here, nnother there — that
they don’t even need a broom to sweep the
floor. They just use a garden rake

I'm sorry. This started out as a column
of questions ohout. the energy mess,
paliticians whe need a 33 per cent radse in
pay and other such, and it wound up as
nothing but anather of my hairy columns.

No wonder my life ts such o mess. | can't
keep to the trail, I'm ltke a finely troined
tleerhound who goes haring off after s hare
when he should be pursuing a huck.
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- Old-time barn raising
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: ALL THE MEN of the peighbourhood would
| The barn framer
would receive from $100 to $150 for his summer's
this paid his assistants. But the
volunteers weren’t paid. Huge dinners

. come for a barn-raigsing bec.

* work, and out of
© many

-4

followed the hard day’s work. This picture is of
an old Esquesing barn, and Mrs. R. Shortil} of
Ballinafad wonders if some farmer will

recognnize it. Harry Shortill and Joseph Allen
are among the men in the old pidﬂ

By Mrs. R. Shortill Sr.

There is a very interesting story lurking
hehind the huge barns which dot the

country side reaching high amoang the

trees, still proclaiming that this was
primarily a farming district, even though
progress is rapidly changing the piclure.

Lat us go back to the efforts which went
into the building of these huge struclures—-
the framing, the raising and the com-
pletion,

About this time of year say, in the year
1903, the [armer contracted with a barn
framer presenting him with the size and
specilics necessary. Then, said framer
went to the bush and cut out the necessary
timbsers, :

Hauling them up to the farmygrd he *'set
in” with broad axe, adz, squafes, planes,
saws and other necessary eguipment, lo
framc the structure.

{h the ground

This was all done on the ground - every

iece cut to fit—where it belonged. Pins

ad to be cut to fit holes made by the boring
machine for these old barn [rames were not
put together with nails byt with wnoden

ins.
" While all this was being done the stone
mason had been building the wall—not with
ready-made products—but with good old
ficld stone and mortar.

Good thick walls they were—a footl and
mote Lhick, made sturdily to support Lhe
barn which would rest on it and rise high up
[rom it, with spaces left for the required
doors and windows. :

Erection begins

Hy this time the warmer weather had
come - possibly about June, and erection of
Ihe huge structure began. The carpenter or
[ramer as he was designated had a number
of right hand men, who were able to take
directions and who could stand htiFth.

Then came the barn framing “bee’* when
all the neighbors around came to help raise
the frame. This was a breath-taking task tn

was long, painstaking work

all who watched und sometimes there were
accidents if a haommer fell or i man shpped
A derrick was used with a huge ladder
and a faithful horse hitehed to ropes and
pullevs pulied up the huge beams and
lates, all of hand-hewn and sawed timbers.
ere were no clectric saws, planes or clee-

trical equipment of any kind, s there wase

no hydroe in those days!
Framoer's lee
A barn framer, of who my late father-in-

" law, Harry Shortil] was one, received about
. $100 to $150 for raising o barn and sheetling,

shingling, siding ete. Out of this he must
pay his regular men.

Often it took most of the summer,

OF course the volunteer help of the neigh-
bors was free, as il was guite an occasion,

Women helped the housewife as the huge

dinner had to be prepared. Lots of cured
ham, potatnes, vegelables and ples, pickles
- all hand prePurcd.
Mustn't 1t all have been fun!
[ listened with interest as myv late father-
indaw used to tell about it, and my late

" husband Richard as a bay often went along

to help some ground job

The barn on my farm was one of these
although the Shortills did not own it a1 that
lime,

Iigh cosl

It is regrettable to see many of the barns
in bad state of repair butl what cana farmer
do? It's even hord to et men to rrm[’ these
high barns, and repair costs are almost
prohibitive,

The picture is of one of the barns in
Esguesing—1'm not sure - maybe some
farmer will recognize it.

Harry Shortill 15 in It and Joseph Allen
and I think o Mr. Kentner. .

I might add herc that the Swindlehurst
brothers were stone masons whe buill
many of the barn foundalions and many aof
the stone houses around as well as
Ballinafad Store, as all the carpenters
worked, painstakingly with hands and very
little pay.

Token from the lsane of the Free Pross
Joanunry 27, 1955
A lncal moan suffered palnful injuries

and hls 1954 mudel car was baddly damaged
Sunday morning when the vehicle he was

cdriving went out of cantrol and erighed
sonth of Stivercreek on No. Seven Highway
rivst nf here.

Hugh Jordun, MeDonnld Wvd., wns
1F:-i~.r|n]; north about 7 n.m. Sunday morning

it It eontrol of the car. 11 swervedd
intn o telephone spolo=broke il in thred -
laces,  erocked  against two  mail-
Wix standards, then hurdled & gultey -and
erached npalnst o tpeq, B

Threedays afler his enr was sloles from
inn frond of his Agnes Sirect bogne, Gordon
Hivrding wias nolified by police that the yeh-
vl was tonnd abandenced in Toronto. The
eir wiss stolen Janvaey § and recovered the
Iexllwi seckend. Baocal pofice reported
thin week the car wis undamaged. A rifle
belutging to Mr Marding was missing fram
i ear, howover '

Willkun 1. Caon, Acton, was the vmani-
s chiolee for ehalrman of North Hntion
high sehoal disteiet biard af the naugeual
tieeling ol the hoard in Acton Monday
might e b 1 Milne of Geargetown wan
chosen as ciee chairman lor the yeay The
new member tor Baguesing, Mr Coles, wan
titealngsad g weleomed 1 1w Bogard

The CGLT of Kiox  Paesbyterinn
church met In the Sunday sehool room of
e ehureh Monday, openisg wilh parme
afil o sing sang Jed by Miss Walkins Fhe
rr:-hidr-ul, AMargaret Armsteang. led
stness, They pliomed 10 have ;0 agueejal
ieelingd next week sisibing othies greaipe
Buth Spielvagel, Fll Jany, sl S
Fatehern and Betty Lernon cone tee gl
worship servied e mieeting climed wgth
1:|Ii'1-

50 years ago

Taken frem Uie isvie sf e Free Preas
Lamaary 2% 1923

Manwelis evenitg ol Erinr € brer, fende b

was e of rnuch anterest and infoer ..t
Mes Minmne B Moure gave o = pleradoed 4a
dress an Faolk Sangty anrd theys aryin in the
Verrinmis ettt rieey Foae b thoeas g FIgre
sentlesf by gngsieal nambaers e hivtry of
the- Tolk sangs of th fetleeaing ¢ capnts ey
ware piven as follvas Fnplandg® Wisedd
Lartetle, compeecd of My Ynme H
Mowre, Mrs A Stestarl, Mo Alex
Mann and ¥V B Humley wong “Iirink te
e anly wath thine eves " Seotland: Tenor
Solo by N AL Jack Ireeland: Song by Mise
Tean Ger, Releve el al) those etder-

IR vour eharmy” United States, the aonge
“Old Halks at hapue &

A concert amler the guspices of S1 AL
ban's chureh was heldin thie Parish Hall on
Monday evening, and wis alteniled by
goml-sized inhieneo. The platiorm was Je.
coratet to represent o country home. Duets
wore sang by Misses Nellfe Fairbanks ansl
sellie Reesor, Miss Culbraith and 3 I
ers, Messes. Alex Monn and V. B Remiley

el by Br. and Mrs, B Hogers. Mrs. Mow

ane Mrs, Waugh eon-leio, Alesses, O M-
Cleary, Fi. W. Hinton and H. Rogers gove
several selectinns. Miss Viola Waller pro.
senled i very poml monalopue " The C'hrist-
nies Star " There was ample evidenee Hiat
the various numbiers on the progromme
were apprecited, as every ope ol then vy
fnvaneedd with an eneare

75 years ago

Tahen from the Issue of the Free I'ress
8 HETTTHT e I

A letter, l(i.lHE arrived frem Mrs, Jamies
Melennan, Winnipeg says the Tnmily 1s ol
well and they like their new liome  They
sHlE remember with plessure their home
and Triends in Acton and  desiee o Lie
remembered to themn pll

Mr. Alex Homshaw giave his lell haned an
uply sguecse i e rolling machine  he
oprerates at Beardmore's timmery lust Fri-
thiny.

Owing to re-arrangemen! of several of
the street circuits ta ablow of the sddition of
len new eleciric Hghts ol varions sulside

wints in tovan, a number of regular lights
ave been cut off Tor i low nights. Fleetri-
eiien Kitehen is wotking hard overtiome to
hitve themn adl i shiape again at the earllost
possible toment.

The pulpit of Keox Chireh wiss oceupied
last Sabbath by ey, Dro McKay, of Tor-
anbie. The De's sermons weee able aod elo-
fpent and were much enfoyved by the con
pregation.

‘The municipal aathorities are determin-
ed1opuel an 4'ntl| tao the snow balling nuisapee
on the streets. A number of black eyes were
varnied by eitizons last week as o resuft of
snowballing. OMfenders are likely Lo be ar-
rested in Iiture,

Al i meeting of the dies of the various
chirehes in the Methodist Churels Tuesday
afteraoon it was deculed 1o organize o Wo-
man’s Chrislian Temperance Vmon in Ac-
Lo
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