ey gy

Press

fgeh, B DTt an gt |

ree

Er

R O S k| Lo XL i L i R

A The Aclon Free Press, Wed., Jan. 22, 1975

Credit to the Lions

Acton Lions centennial pool is
now official.

The opening ceremonies Sunday
afternoon were arranged by a
committee to show the pool to the
people, and to forward the people’s
contribution of $50,000 to the town.

Costs escalated hugely between
the time the Lions conceived the
idea and the actual time of con-
struction. Much money was re-

quired from other sources — the
old town of Acton, the old township
of Esquesing, government grants
and Halton Hills council. However,
it is still the Lions Initiative that got
the pool started. They met with co-
operation and willingness during
their public campaign and building
program,

Thanks, all 13 Lions ciub mem-
bers.

Acton IS perogie country

it took a zany set of co-inci-
dences to turn Acton into — believe
it or not — perogie country.

On CFTO Night Beat news Ilh

week and a half ago, the weath-
erman referred to the common
temperatures between Kincardine
and Acton and added “That's
perogie country." -

The Free Press had a little story
last week recounting the couple of
seconds of TV time, and doubting
that Acton would be whatzit
country. Tannery town, maybe,
But perogies? Not very likely,

But into the Free Press office
.vunded the man with the whaole

story, Mike Yurek, the camera-
man. He explains weatherman
Dave Duvall enjoys bringing in the
names of small towns, and he'd
mentioned Acton because that's
where Mike comes from. And
Mike's wile Linda had just made
some perogies, which Mike shared
with Dave Duvall. So when he said
we up here were in perogie
country, he knew what he was talk-
ing about — even if we didn't,

S0 this week we are showing the

pecple in perogie country what
perogies are, as a nutty kind of
community service.

Birds are our pleasure

Conservation officer Dale Gart-
ley of the Ministry of Natural

Resources has come to Acton to

talk to the main people involved in
It » feeding of the wildfowl at Fairy
I 1ike, Harold Twonsley and Esther
" vlor, and to the Free Press.
Red-headed Mr. Gartley is
quietly knowledgable and speaks
with pleasant authority on the sit-
uation. He says he can be contacted
any time about.probliems here.

He was asked in particular
about so¢ many neighbors feeding
the birds. No quotes from govern-
ment regulations for Mr. Gartley!

People get great pleasure from

feeding these wild birds, he said,
and it won't really matter much at
ali what anybody gives them extra.

A pleasure to Acton they are in-

deed, and a pleasure to meet you,
Mr. Gartley.

Melting snowflakes

Recipe: one cup friendly words;
two heaping cups understanding;
four teaspoons time and patience;
pinch of warm personality; dash of
humour.

Mix together. Keep Ltemper-
ature low. Do not boil. Season to
{aste with spice of life. Serve in
individual molds.

Bill
- Smiley

Next week's column s 1lwing te be o real
smasher, but in the meantime, I'm going to
clear up a lot of Christmas things, most of
them personal. If you don’t ltke personal
slull, lurn to another page.

Firsi of all, thanks te my Uncle Ivan for
ucheery note, He isa now the patriarch of the
clan, onmy mother's side. 1 am supposed to
look llke him, and act like him. T hope 1l's
true, and that [ do. 1'd Hike Lo be a patriarch
of something. When you are a patriarch,
vou are ald and wise and everybody pays
attention to you. I am old and stupid and no-
twwlv pays attenlion lo me. Except my wiie
Jnd grandbaby and students.

Bless yvou, Ursulu Brady pf Vancouver.
ltemember how we kissed behind the enr
while Bob While and Pappy Warren and
Dinny McMuanus tried ta get it out of the
spow bank? Don't blush. It was beautiful.

Thanks, Norm Lightford of Ottawa. You
always cemember. Do you remember the
roont we shared at college, with the bay
window and the fireplace? Cannel coal on
Sunday afternoons, stripped to the shorts,
talking about Hfe and women nnd stuff, And
o you remember that 1 lelt in the middle
ol the vear, and lelt you os sports editor of
Torvalonensis, and you tlunked your year”

George and Ekla Cadogan. Do you
remember the night you had a party for all
lhe sharp voung editors and their wives
whom you had met at the newspaper con-
vention? And it was the night of Hurricane
Hazel? And only about feur of us made it?

Helli- ot there to a couple of characters.
First, wy TV repairman.” Six limes a
oar 1 get a ent comment from him,
ul there is no identilicalion beyond that.
lie lives in Westport, Ont. 1t is ajways
signed the same way. “Your TV repatr
man.”’

Here's his Christmas card, in parl.
“Merry Christmas, Smiley, and the biggest
surprise of all, [ like your column. You, I'm
not so surc about. Are you lrying to make us
think vou are old, with that grandpa bit?
My kids are in their 50's and I'm not old.”
And more of the same. How do you deal
wilh that ofd reprobate?

Behind the ﬁhEEl of a car these
days of slippery roads, use your

eyes, the ears and your nose.

+ 4+ +
Good luck to the high school

band, which is taking over .the

Outers paper and glass collection,
it's for the good of conservation
and the love of music. -

-----------------
-
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And hello te snother nut- Lt. Col. dohn

MeEwing, who sends an annual picture of
his Eip-c band in, of all places, Spokane,
Was ln!q!nn. This year's card is a splendid
thing with four brillinntly colored quarters.
I wish T could include the description of the
coil of arms, but space forbids,

tHere's a sample: “The parti-ealored
shield Azure (Blue) and Gules (Red) is
quartered sallive-wise by a St. Andrew’s
Cross, Argent (Silver), taken {rom the old
Flag of Scotland.”

That's the essence. By same wild reach
of logtic and probabllity, the remainder of
the coal of arms drags in such disparities as
the United States Air Foree, the Cairn of the
MucCrimmons, and Canadi, “The home of
many fine papers.™

The Colunel winds up his message with:
"1 continue 1o greatly enjoy your writing. 1
have been told that whiskev improved with
age.” Thank yau sir. and if you are correct
in translating the Gaelic motto “Suas Leis
A'Phiob Mhoir” ps “'Up with the Great
tlightand Bagpipe,” [ couldn’t agree with
you more,

You mi[qht be interested, sir, in knowing
that ‘our lecal pipe band, including our
fovorite paper-hanger, Alastair. Milligan,
who sounds Irish but doggedly avers he is &
Scot, is off to Miami with a pipe band, to

lay al soeme f(oolbnll Bowl or other.

erhaps the last Bowel of the Scots. Or the
last Bowel of the Smileys, il he reads this.

But T wander. I wanted to say that T am
prelly diaap[]-uintcd in some people. Naot o
word rom Dutch Kleimeyer. tie usually
asks me to the Last Reunion of the Last
Fighter Pilols. Not a word this year, Maybe
1'm the last, and they re all gone. 1 wouldn't
be surprised. Last lime 1 went to one, I
returned on my last legs.

I'm a little piqued that T haven't heard
(vom Gene Macdonald, the man from Glen-
garry, last of the big-time spenders; and
Yete Hvidslen of Uxbridge, last of the vital
virile Vikings. These arc old newspaper
friendds. Probabiy they both think I'm dead.
Maybe 1 ani. and ' typing this in heaven,
'‘God forbid.

Finally, thanks to Mary and Alan,
Georze and Win, John and Helen, Bill and
Joan, Karl and Michelle. and o host of
others,

By Lhe way, the Acton Free Preas i3
about to be a hundeed vears old. A hearly to
Kay, Dave and Kathy Dills.

And to everyone, fight a good (ight in
1975. It's the only fight in lown.

The village af Bimchouse ot
ane tane was celebratoed Tor
s lime works and  stone
guarries. From about 1840 it
wits known s "FFountiin
Green'” hut when e Post
OFfice wias apened in 1057 the
community was renamed
Limehnusie,

o many  yvears prioe to
1840 it was Known simply s
the "Hoek' hecouse of ils
topography ond its proximity
to the Ningara Escarpment,

Limestone in the aren was
nsedd o great advanlage by
early manufacturers  sinee
the 185s. Lime kilns were
buill in the villnge to produce
quicklime which was slaked
with wator lo use in mortar or
comend numufacture. The
first lime Kilns were built by
Messrs. Lindsay = and
Farguivanr anid the ruins can
b seen faday almost diveetly
aweross the road {rom the new
public schoul in the villnge.

Thee  kilns  built  and
ariginally owned by Messrs.

- Beseoby and Worthinglon

were localed just south of the
Grand Trunk Badway Line and
these ruing still stand as a
monument te the past in-

dustry.
In 1857 Messes, Gowdy ond
Moonre  purchased he

Heseoby  Linwe Works  atl
Limchouse. Thomas Gowdy
was born ip Teronto (known
then as daddy York) on Oct-
nher 10, 3L and moved o
Guelph in his yvouth., Very
ambilisus al an carly age
Themas served his  ap-
renticeship as o plasterer
wiore entering  into parl-
nership with John Stewart ot
Ciaelph.

He  later  hecame o
prominent moanufacturer of
farm implements for over 14
yvoears mn Guelph where he also
served ns Alderman for o
number of vears, He was
clected maver in 188% and
13

Thomas Gowdy wias a
director of several well
established insurance
compianies including
Domigion Life. He was an
uriginal director of th
Guelph Junction Radlroad

THE GOWDY RESIDENCE
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STANDING IN the bleachers at the high school,
wilographer Peter McCusker caught this picture of
wmer councillor Norm Elliolt speaking to thos

altending the official opening of the Lions centennial

Halton Sketches
By John MacDonald

Gowdy family prominent
in Limehouse histo

o
>
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pool, The program was held in the g(f'm Sunday af-
ternoon, with tours of the pool an
afterward.,

refreshments
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WORKERS AT the Toronto Lime Company at Dally Varden near
Limehouse in 1913. William Gowdy can be identified. He is sitting in the
‘centre of the picture with white shirt and tie.

wedl as o direclor of U
Guelph General Hospital. |
wis president of the Gowdy-
Moore Lime Company until
his death on December 3, 1807
where o partnership had bee,
entered  with  hrather-in-law
John Moore, of Acton, who
bad previously been engoaged
in the lumber and shingle
business,

Thomas  Cowdy married

—Margarel Moore in Acton on

May 3, 184, Miss Moore was
an aunt to L P Moore, a
former editor and publisher
uf the Acton Free Press, Mes.
Gowdy died in Guelph on
Murch 7. 1925

Willinm Newtaon Gowdy
VThamas' 1ourth eldest son)
wns horn at Guelph on
November 26, 1870 and
marvied Mary Holmes from
Nassagaweva on August 24,
mag. s venture into
bBusiness started in the
grocery trade at Guelph and

in i few vears he became the

manager of Standard White
Lime Company i Beachville,
(ntarin.
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which overlooked

the mill pond at Limehouse was the centre of
attraption recently for its classic outdoor privy.

-T"-...' "

=

Lo

William became manager
of the Toronio Lime Company
at Limehouse in 1903 upon the
retirement of his uncle John
pMoore. He continued as
manager of the -Limechouse
and nearby Dolly Varden
plants until they were taken
over by Gypsum Lime and
Alabastine Co.

For over 37 years the
William Gowdy family lived
in Limehouse "and there
wasn't a phase of the com-
munity life that the Bowdy's
tiedn’t give a helping hand.

It was Thomas Gowdy,
whn, in 1876, deeded the land
for the Limchouse RMethodist

. Church which was eventually

close after the "Union™, In
I'H5 it was bought by the
Limehouse Women's Instllote
for o community hall in
tnemery of locals who fought
in the fwo world wars.

William Gowdy was a
Justice of the Peace and
served uas a deputy recve-and
reeve of Esquesing Township
during the 1920s. He was a
member of the school board
for the old S5 No. 9 or
Gilbraltar School which still
stands jusl below the village.

William apparently had a

musical talent as he was.

superintendent of the Sunday
Huﬁc{:ﬂl choirs and performed
as a soloist at various local
events.

Due to the concentration of
manufacturing facilities e
l.imchouse Works were
eventually closed down. The
last burning of the kilns was

about 1915 and eventually the

entire plant was closed.
In its pcak period during
the 1880°s the Lime Works of
Gowdy and Moore employed
over 100 men on o it
basis and produced over
75,000 bushels of lime o year
{from the six kilns. Althouy
lime was the primary In-
dustry in the arep, 1 cannol
neglect the sawmill which
was owned by ythe and{-
Moore firm and can be seen in

the accompanying photo-

graph. The mill was capable
of making 10000 feet of

lumber a day. The account of
goods shipped from the

Limehouse Stlation during
1876 was 4,130 tons principally
lime and lumber ot a cost of
pver $5,000.

With the closing aof the
Limehouse facilities, William
Gowdy finully retired and
moved to Acton in 1343 and
residet] there until his death
on Augusl 24, 1948, After the
death of his first wife,
William married Mary
Hoppman of Delroit, Mich.,
on August 18, 1927, She is well
remembered for her lalent
and love of music and formed
a riusic club in Aclon during
the 1936's. She was also an
active member of the
Limehouse Women's
Institute.

William Gowdy's son
Douglas who was born in 1899
was a well respected member
of the community and
through his career held
various managerial ﬁosilinnr.
with The Financial Post and
MacLecan-Hunter Publica-
lions. He now resides in
Toronto during the summer
months and Florida during
the wintey.

The bustling indusltrial
days of Limehouse are only a
memory but  are not
forgotten. The lime kilns and
ruins of the saw mill stand as
monuments Loy their
“heyday".

1n"w']i'lli;illllrn‘.l Gowdy sold the
properiy to a Mr. G. France
of Toledo in |92 who ap

renlly had some interests
n the lime and quarrying
husiness, but no develop-
ments resulted.

On January 16, 1967, the
Credit Valley Conservalion
Authority purchased over 190
acres. which includes the
former Gowdy properly,
from the Spitzer family.

It is the intention of the
Authority Lo restore the kilns

‘as nearlir as possible to Lhe
4

original form although one of
the first undertakings was to
demolish the lovely old
Gowdy home which had
recently suffered from
vandals as a result of lack of
OCCUpancy. .

Thl:l ?.ﬁuthurity has
developed plans for the area

{Continusd on Page 6}

The Free ﬁess
Back lssues

20 years ago

Taken from sn issuc of the Free Press
January 20, 1355

A long awaited decision from Lhe
Ontarin Municipal Board was handed down
this week. As of Marceh 1, this year, Acton's
boundaries will enclose 970 acres instead of
the present 514. Included in the new [imits
wlll be industrial property owned by the
Wool Combing Corporatlng and Beardmore
Co, Lid. Acton applied for the 566 squesin
township acres, the Municipal Hunrﬂ
awarded 465, ;

The highllght of the monthly mectlng of
the Public Schonl home and  schow
nssociation held in the school on Monday
;;.F-i?ing wha a talk by Miss Syl Bennett,

Ten houses now being huilt st the
Glenlen Subdiviston oaye, according to o
release from the {it."l.'uln[um*nl‘ﬂ sellin
ngents, models of constroction {ypes which
will eventually rise an the 200-lot sul
division.

The regular meeting of the W.M.S, wos
held at the home of Mrs. 1. Norton on
Thursday evening. Mrs. Iiuuimlny was in
the chair in the absence of the president.
Mrs. Denton read the Sceripture and Mrs.
James Findlay rend the prayer. Mrs
sanford reviewed the fiest pact of Uhe study,
Face to Face with indin. The word way
fuirk.

The 51 Alban's Acton UWranch of the
Lirotherhaod of Anglican Choarehimen beld
its first mecting for the new vear last
Thursday cvening after the week of prayer
service, The president Clint Tavlor tupned
the meeling over 1o the Heetar, Rev. . H.
Janes, who aoted as chidrman, After the
report of the nominating commillee he
election procecded willh Taes Duby and
Hamillon Peel acling as scervlineers,

b0 years ago

Taken fram an issue of the Free Press
January 22, 1925

The monthly meeting of the Chamber ol
Commerce will be held on Thursday
evening, January 24 at cight o'clock in thw
Council Chamber. The electinn of officers
for the year and ather important business
wifl be taken up. A Tull saMtendance of the
members will adviance the interests aimexd
in secure by this pnportant argamzation

Abaout thirty of the voung ladies of Lthe
Y WA of Knox Chureh had o sleighing
wirty on Tursday eveming The hespitable
wmae of Mre.and Mrs TP Watkins, First
line. was the nbjective and thither the party
drove through the snow «<drifts to the ac
companiment of merey sleigh bells. The
home was defightfully warm, and sub-
stantial refreshmoents of wieners, cookied o
a lurn, appetizing sandwiches, delectable
cakes and tarts and steaning het coffes, all
coniributed {0 pul the company in a happy
maod. Games were plaved until midnight,
when the generous drivers, Mes. Alex Mann
and Wilmer Watkins, announced the sleighs
were ready (or the returnirip. Fowas o very
enjpovable ouling.
©Jdohn Randall, Sr. owas badiy  burned
nbout the face and hands Iast Thursday
night in putting out i {ire that hipd started in
same old papers in bis back kitchen, Bt
appears he wen! over to feed the horse il
in passing through the Kitcher he it o
lantern and  threw  the mich: down
carclessly  amongst  these old  papers.

/5 years ago

Taken fram the isste of the Freee Press
January 1K, WK _

Miss Maggic Smith, of Acton, has the
highest standing in her classes al the
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at
Belleville. :

Mrs. W. H. Storey and Mrs. A, K. Nicklin
arrived home (rom Chicago Suaturday
maorning. They left Mrs. Payne in o very
encournging condition and making rapid
progress toward recoivery.

Mr. and Mrs. J, B, Chishaedm gave a .
farewell party to their daughler, Mrs.
Johnston, ﬂmi:f,Y Miss Etta and Mr. Park
Dilks, on Friday evening, before their
leaving for Juhinstown, N.Y.

Mr. Charles Moffal, whe has had the
management of the shee pae department
for W, H. Storey & Son, the past bwo years,
lefl at the New Year to lake a position in o
manufactory at Penetanguisheae. iy
family will remain here until spring.

Mr. and Mrs. Oxby, of Arthur who are
enjoying their limeymoeon, were guests for
several days this week of Hev, J, A,
McLachlan, M.A., and family at the Par-
sonage. Bower Avenue.

Mr. John W. DBorder, of Nassigoweyi
who went out west to Yorkton last April, has
left with a parly of ten Yorklonians to act as
scoots, or rough riders, in the Transvaal,

The reappearance in our columns, after
an absence of some years, of the Kandall's
Spavin Cure will be, to many of our readers,
like looking upon the "firce of o familiar
friend.” .
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