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We must tend our flocks

The birds on Fairy Lake have
become a delight in the past couple
of years. To walk along the shore

and watch these charming birds {8
a refreshing experience at every
season of the year and in all kinds
of woather. i

However, it appears mare
advice is needed in feeding and
perhaps preventing hybuids,

That our wildlife sanctuary has
run into problems should be ne
surprise. It was an inexperlenced
group whe undertook the project
with the best of intentions.

From all we learned at school,
we all thought birds with unclipped
wings would fly south in the fall.
But it just didn't happen. Our birds
are still with us, perfectly content
despite the weather and calendar.

At Kortright wildlife sanctuary

in Guelph, directer Mrs. K. O,
" Hammill says their birds stay all
winter, If the birds: have open
water and feed, they'll stay.
Kortright makes no attempt. to
persuade their boarders to head
south. And they don't do anything
about the obvious hybrids, either.

They have a feeding formuia
which includes wheat and duck
pellets. Corn, says Mrs. Hammill,

i pretty fattontugg tor the birds and
(x only T theve oy \uu*l of the
yvear, Dmcka i pactieular  ave
preedy and will gobble abl they can
g, the oltictala at Kovivight found,
Howswer they fjgure they (eed o
little nudeyr o ponnd of tood per bird
per day, with feodimgs twive a day.,

They don’t allow visitors o foed
the binds, and fvown an beead
which is too haed for the hivds to
dipest.

At Fairy Lake, the lavge Meds
are fedd one hall to three-gquartora of
a pound of corn and the ducks g
quartor of a pound of vorn datly hy
the town staflf. Ksthee Tavior and
other neighbtrs add their own (e
the supply. Esther Tayloe also seos
10 it that the fecding goes on despite
holidays, She guesses  she wdds
abatit 20 pounda of feed of her own
daily.

The whole town has an asse!
the birds, and owes a debt of
gratitude to Esther Taylor,

More advice fram other soirees
s needed, B mare [eed Bs roguired,
certainly the town should pay for it,
ot Bsther Tavior.

H we are to have profected
wildlife, wo must look after them
seven days a week awd all year,

A good way to start

A pat on the back (o molorists,
who gave the police so few
problems over the haliday weeks,

In fact, our local police detach-
ment found Actonians a pretty good
group all vear. And the on the
sireet poll in last week's paper

also discovered that Actonions like
their police.

A poud Teeling and o good way to

start & new yvear that just may

bring us a new police {orce via
talton region.

Of this and that

'n 2 year-end interview, M.P.P.
tion. Jim Snow has predicted a

ds study in Acton for Ontario

v I, and poassibly building of

i1« units this vear. Yet the Legion

oa-in't manage to interest 0. H.C.

v :he needs here when the old
Lo tion building was available as a
periect downtown location,

A new needs study will of course
again reveal le who want
sexuor citizen housing. But where
wil! such a fine site be found?

+ 4+ +

Education Week on Smoking is
here from January 11 to 18, The
Halton County Tuberculosis and
Respiratory Disease Association
has plenty of literature available
“thev'd like to give o anyone
interested. They can be contacted
at their main office, 184 Balsam Dr.
Oakville, 845-0858.

It's a service provided free of

charge through contributions to the -

Christmas Seal campaign.

This is beir:.é written in that pre-New
1 am writing it in the pre-
natal position, the hiatus between being

Year hiatus. A

happy and being alive.

The problem firefighters have
with numbering of rural roads
could be very serious indeed. The
{ire chiels have told H. 'ton Hills
administration committee that
some country reads have two or
three names, and it's confusing for
people phoning in fire alarms.

Working out a solution will be an
important move,

+ o+ o+

Just when Actonians have be-
come accustomed to saving their
newspapers and glass for collec-
tion, The Outers have decided they
must discontinue the service. Their
project was an excellent one, It
provided the school group with
funds. But it also involved all the
community in a project that every-
one agrees is needed.

The day will surely come when
papers and glass are collected
separately with the regular gar-
bage collection, for automatic re-
cycling.

“anhuoul

“Stopping by the woods

~on a snowy evening”’

Wheeler's Glen focal point

Lty Jolin MeDanald

It was 1024 when Benangoh
Wilkinms aned  fanoily,  [rom
Lincoln Ceunty, seltled  in
what {5 now known as “'the
Glen The hivoplet  was
named Willlnmsbarg after its
foumdder untll post office wis
established aod the nome
chanped o Glen Williams in
1548,

The very  enterprizing
Williams  family WS
responsible for the early
industrial development of the
connnunity  including  the
erection of gaw amt woalen
mills. Usmdly the “hub® of
any community in curlier
Hres. was the general store,
much like modern plazas are

today.

The generad store was nod
merely the place you coulkd
huy o paic of teotsers, bag ol
jelly beans for a nickel or
some stove polish, it was also
. community centre where
meetings  were  held  after
supper or after the chores
wore done, A storekeepor was
someone you could talk to
bBecause you prohably knew

i‘ﬁi.ﬁ t'.'unilf,' nnd
background as muach as he
did yours. This approeachable
(riendly manner was naol
uncommon al the stare in the
Glen known s ““Wheelers™,

Antdrew  Wheeler  worked
for o John Moore in
Limehense  managing i
suwimill hefore tuwing Lo

Cibene Willinmes iy 1osd il
prerchnsing  the, store ol
wisbolfhew. The faandlinr red
mick  store was  built by
Chardes Wiklanis in the late
IS of hand-nacle brick
'Tha walls are three bricks
thick and the beams {wa fool
sepanre, The Badlebings was sold
o, Mr. MeCrea who was
appeinted vibage postmaster
and Tater sold o Andrew
Wheeler.

Attlrow Wheoler in
vemoembered as a0 Line ol
gentleman who toved e talk
ol the old days and share
stupy with the customees,
Andrew wore o gointer whieh
e wonkled tug ot @l day while
leaning  over the large
counter in the middle of the
stope.

Juohn Alexander Wheeler,
born at Limehouse o 1074,
was almost lon years of age
when his [nther Andrew
boughl the store  and
therefare il an opportunity
o grow up with the business
which e [ook ayer in 1912, Hi
is well cemembered for his
mustcal  talents  and  mare
especinlly for his avid in-
lerest in photography.

Many of the hetter
historical photographs nal
enky of (len Willinms but of
the region are by John A,
Wheeler. T there wis @
garden parly ot the
Beaumonts, o gdroup  of
soldiers returning hame from
Waorld War One, or a spring

Halton sketches
by John McDonald

Sugar and Spice

by bill

same strange, vicarious salisfaction out ot
thiz iden. If the house iz a mess, our
marrisge is good and solid and 1 am to be

trusted.

smiley

alsn share an alfinity for deing things other
people think we should not do. e rubs the
cat the wrong way. | ruffie my wife's

feathers.

1t's rather awkward, as my clbows keep
hitting my knees, and vice versa.

However, I'm nlope, with the lights out
and the doors locked, 50 it's worth It.

My wile has been away lor three days,
su that life has been rather peaceful in the
domestic confrontation field. On the other
hand, we are plogued with that infernal,
eternal thing invented by Alexander
Graham Bell, and al any moment I expect
to lcap with nerves at its shrill, and hear the
beloved but expected volce on Lhe other
end, pleading, “The house is an absolute
mess, isn't "

AS 3 m;}lttir u:l Iafré,l:ihe hmmehad looks tﬁﬁe
though a ship-load of Vikings spent
weekend, before going on to loot and rape
somoewhere else, but [ am |1 to these
occasions and reply firmly, “I've just

finished the dishes, dear.”

Brunhilda, at the other end of the phone
line, doesn't know that this means I've just
drooped and smashed a huge trayfut of
. Worcestershire and fine old

Beleek, >

Woolworth's Japanese,
But she senses mmtthin?

have a great sense of sme

ta?"
“Well," I chuckle, "It
the phone. In the [airly recent

to get some mik.”

. _This over like a ton of feathers.
“Just as 1 thought,” she'll say. *'The house
mess.” She scems lo gel

is an absolute

. Some people
Il, or taste. My
wife has a great sense of sensing. “You
sound funny, ' she'll say, “What are you up

depends on what
you mean, dear. At the moment, I‘rr:t up to
pasi, 1ve
been upto the bathroom, and up lo the dairy

- “"You are quite right,” 1 retort, knowing
the formula. " Your daughter and your son-
in-lnw have just left and your son bins just
arrived, and he is going to Paraguay lo
pioneer the faith and Paraguay is full of
snakes and tortillas and enchiladas and

Mennoniles and the Green Hell and he

wanls money.”’ \

“Don’l give him a cent, until I get
home.'" she commands

This is what is known as intercourse,
between married people. Both parties know
what the next move is, and there is no con-
fusion., clumsiness, or frustration, I
shudder (o think what it must be belween

single people.

Well, that was an imaginary, il verisim-
ilitudinous, conversation with my wife. The
rest of this column is cold fact.

My daughter was home with Pokey and
that other fellow she hangs around with. 1
changed hix diapers six timea (Pokey's),
while his [ather slept and his mother played
contempeorary music (slabs and chords) on
the piano.

The kid and [ had our usual super time. |
must be getting old and sick and stupid and
queer because he's the only person | have
any fun with any more, We wink solemnly,
smile gravely, crawil under the dining room
table and bump our heads, and hold out our
arms to each other when everything else
palls, He likes whisker-rubs and [ like satin
c ;

According to his grandmother, he and |
have the two seta of most beautlful eyes in
the world. His are like two huge dark
grapes with o devitish light in them. Mine
are blue, blood-shet, fallen-angel type. We

I'd have liked to have had him for

Christmas but his other grandfather was -

apparently pacing the floor, hitting his hend
against thing s, and threatening to call out
the Mounties if he didn't see his grandson,
so [ had to ket him go.

However, | was nol to be left alone and
lonely loitering, as 1 had so much iooked
forward to, during the holidays. My son
Hugh arrived. My son is o bird of paradise
or i l;cd]rugg]cd sparrow, depending on how
vou [eel.

I was a bil in the sparrow mood,
following the receipt. a few days before, of
his bag and baggage, Lo the tune of $46.60,
cxpress, collect.

Yes, he is going to Paraguay to spread
the {aith. Yes, lnst year he went to the Holy
Land. The Arabs didn't get him. Neither did
the Yews. Yes, he is hroke,

Yes, there are enchiladas and Men-
nonites in Faraguai;_ The enchilada is a
corpulent seorpion. If you step on one while
he is resting in your shoe, and squash him,
you must eat him, and this results in o
disecase called enchiladitis, which calls for
the roof of your mouth to cave in.

And, of course, il you step on a Men-
nonite in the course of spreading the [alth,
you get Mennonitis. This does not cause the
roof of your mouth to fall in, but the [ront,
including teeth.

There ure shots for the {ormer, but nol
for the lalter.

At any rate, Hugh and [ dined in Jonely
state on Christmas Day, from a capon. We
weren't lonely, but he was. He was the only
castrated rooster in the joint,

MAIN STREET in Glen Williams dur
behind the team of horses whmh is dr
produce. Tothe extreme right is the old frame hotel

Homl i the Glen, Jobn A,
warlthl Lee vip U 8¢ e ne with his
UKL

‘The Wheeler store earrled
iry  fenls,
wene,  hardwear,  poatent
medicines, confectionery,
feuit oo vegetables, There
wis Hever any Hargain
at - Wheeler's  Store which
served not anlv the villege but
alsn the surrounding  farm
comununity. Jehn A offered
hiis grovmls ol [l‘nrlf:t'r-'. thid were
iy snd right overy day o
therefore there was no need
for any “ginnnicks "

fv 1944 John A, Wheeler's .

son Horolit took over the
basiness. John AL did  nal
bl Instead opencd up an ice
cream  parlor which was
formerky a general store
owned by "Shick" Lyons.

The Inaldingg, Jast orolind
the corner from the Wheeler
General Store s now o
Boauly Supply Shop, and is
the une in which Timoelhy
lonton served bis apprentice-
ship umler Mr. Lyons as 1
junitr bookkeeper clerk.

Haemd Whoeeler was born i
the villnge in 1906 aud wos
riised af e store’ln which bie
owned nned workoed untid his
death in 1971, He was the
third generation of the family
to he postmaster of the
village and is remembered as
was biy father and grand.
futher fur his sincere kind.
ness to customers, expectnlly
children

Harold Wheeler refused to
helleve thol there was a had
child. If tws children eame
inta i Wheeler store and only
ane had money they would
both lenve with some candy
or fce eream. It was the
villnge children who fost a
fricnd when Harold Wheeler
el
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roceries, fool

]

Lhispode] was e tive fratn an

vcarly  age In sl and
balunged 10 the aeorgetsesn
Citizen's Baned and 1he Lorne
Senls  Mand  and  aftended
LY cormpee it tons with thes
bantiels ot du- [ he? (N

Huarold  Wheeler  tnaseried
Irone (Nan) Tost  whaae
family cools are very deep in
thee nren. ber great, great
grandfather was Gegrge
Kennedy founder esf
Genrgetown  Nan continued
the Business until 1972 when
Charles Bush and his wife
operaled the store under Lhe
Wheeler mamme,

Iy December, 1973, Mel
Smith opened Mel's Antiques
which now offer the simse
Hems Andrew Wheeler might
bave stld ol the lurn of the
century. .

The Wheeler family 15 still
in  business  in the Glen
Harold's eldest son 14l owny
the firm known ng Wheeler's
Hulage. The families’ in-
terest in musie bas been
handed down 1o Lhe present
Fum*rminn_ Hath the Wheeler
mwiys BH and Muarty, were
rln}fing with local hands
wlorve their teens,

The Wheelers-have alwayy
heen aetive memhers of St
Johe's  United  Chureh o

Cdonnted  the cominunion

tuble,

There are many long tone
restdents of the Gilen wha ¢an
remember the kindnoesy of the
Wheoler fmbly. If o child
injured  himself  while
laying, he nevdn’t run home
'lul could go into Wheeler's
store for o hanidoge or
treatment. Many of thase
children are residents of the
communily taday apd can
well remember “Wheeler's
General Store.”

the 18908 shows Wheeler's Store
awing barrels of some kind of

WRITE:

My Little Blue Gown

It needed less attention,
When [ felt blue. and had o do,
The things 1 dare not mention.

They toch my clothes and panty-hose.
Then sat me in a chair,

I tried to cover up some things

Then 1 gave up in despair.

i don't need it now you know,
For I had to cover up some things
Before they let me go.

My modesty departed
When | donned the pale blue gown,
They, dropped the curtajn up in front

And pmmptl:,’ laid me down. But. they pmmi&cd to keep one for me,

if 1 slide off the track,
And there'll be lots of ventilation,
Especially round the back.

I was apen then for business,

1 didn't neecd (o run, _

There was room for my magnesia,

To have its Litle fun, ‘
Victor Smith

' - R.R. 2. Rockwood.
But 1 got to like my skimpy wrap,

Now they have taken back my little gown,

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Tuken from the lnnue nl the Free Press
January 13, 1855,

There was Bo mueh lee at the puhlle
wchool grounda en Wednesday Inst week
Lhint nakating |anrl‘1v WAN O nt'.mi fur nfler
kehool. Not only dlid the youngsters hring
their sakates 1o sehosk, bul some of them
shbed nll the way on rozen lawns aoed side-
witlhy.

Heven grandparenin were present sf e
christening of Htte Curol Aon Bapervilie,
iliighter of Meand Mrea 1"yle Bamerviile,
in Knox chureh lnst Sanday marsing They
wire Mro, WHllaen Frank, Georgetown;
Mr and Mew Toan Hlorey, ekonwn], MWy
nhed Mre A Fronk, Coamplelbville and Mr
inied Mis Gearge fvanerville ol A tor

Inunugaral teeeting of 1l hran's Tirat
fivee snan Poldie Holies Cagorndasion was
Lield Inal werk when Lualnesa for the pes
year wan ndleted al the baneda of theer
pietnbaern of the 10 0 tntaisaion atad o
psewly ek inembaera b the feaner 1pes
trsin) beorly

“f I’ L ”ilkl'q_ 1'-'F'-r1 O TS T L B
ingaln ¢ Bytatiey Vew foanline ! 1he bepwi a L [LIT
wlbillea  wa the  romardaninn’ s eyl
rroegtlatpate 1 Hul’narr-l mlan - A 14
tpiectisharer  caan thesirerer]  wis o o B iath
Sayar  Fo Fyler aginn enpriaenia s
o dain 1) s e thiedd e sniaainney wlife e
Foorrdell and faemer eeeue 41 vl ara
Wires Dwvey puesr elarrindeer

Flierey Mo b aeddden, who Teae Toeoed o o
Iie i leept peer endl g b peetupr el Wtiecie Dren;
hressesllanl 10 b fhl.{ Irs s fspef B} bt wlum
frehing fiae

H0 years aqgo

Faken From the lnauw of ilhie Feet 1 paena
Jaswire g 15 1005

The annal peeting of Yie Scton 190l
Fase laar Wedneaday afterdanan wan
vratilying 1n aeweral resperts Fhe
wid retary Ueegsurer 3 refaet aliewedl fiul
Ui Lebe wias Digasc Ledly o e eena X pride
iy ol uther  oulatesding  ecronty
were peparted  pold a0 thbiebanalal
surplusy remiana in the Lreaury

i'hi.‘ rlic-rribe-ry ol the it Froe itees
Laague of the Methogllsd et gl of e
Yeoung Prople’s Guiled of oo hured hiol o
wery pleasant esening ngdethior af o teallnyg
prarty on Munday evering S eiistanding
the cdermnfull of stiorw Yhae o maz Jraal anrn
thi- skaling was enpgped Astor ilaen
Band discoarsed s Jduring s eening
froe their tura statied an thas teetd) sode of e
rink At leno'clock thevomipans ledt 1o e
and procecded to Knox Chareh soree ese
where coffee sandwiches and care were
sepved . The pastors of the twn oburitess
were interested membars of the corgaern

This is the infurmation wleane ropm \ne
columns of the News of the World of Lo
don, England. “As o result of the asat
dnee promised !J{ the: Minister of Health 2
nuttither of steel house schemes have been
brought from their experimental stage ity
public Nght.”

Messrs., Beardmore and Co o huave
arranged fur i nection of their sorks ta be
utilized at Acton for the eunstroction of
these new houses. The coincidence i Lhat
this Beardmore Co's headguarters s sl
Glaspow, Scotland, and the stecl houses ore

o b budlt at Acton, England

/5 years ago

Tiken from the Issue of the Free 1'ress,
January 11, VR,

The friends here of Mre. Hobert Ander:
st whio Wwits sOmme yeirs ago, i salesman
with Henderson and Co. will regret (o Jearn
of his death from ‘Fyphoid fever, at Lind-
say, on the 200h of December, -ofter an ill-
ness of i few days. Mr. Anderson was head
satesman foe M. J. Carter, Lindsay. He wos
i greal favorite.

Mrs. John Cripps, of the Maples,
Crewsons Corners, has Just returned home
after visiling her brother Willizm Coleman
and [amily in Brantioed. also her hrother
Sanders in Gall whe we are sorry W say Is
nol impraving in health. N

Knox Church was favored with a visit

~last Sabbath from Rev. Dir. linhertson,

Superintendent of Missions in the North
West. His sermeons were much enjoyed ar!d
his relation of the pregress of the church in
the newer sections of the west were very
encouraging. The Dr. is a nephew of Mrs
Janet Andersnn, Main Street, who is justly

oud of the important position occupied by
mrr kinsman. - ‘

Mr. Thomas Brunt has been appeinted
carelaker of the Methodist Church. His pre-
decessors, Mr. and Mrs Allen Mann were
in charge of the church for twelve years.

Vir. William Brown, Acton, wax last
week offered the handsome Ligure of $.,50
for- his fine [arm on the fourth line
Esquesing
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