B8 The Acton Free Press, Mon., Dec. 30, 1974

FL ™ Tl o Rt
":n.l‘"n. s 1‘: L )

Acton protests

Considerable annoyance and
upset resulted in Acton when
members of the recreation
committee and library board were
not personally netified when their
term had expired, and that they
should reapply for their positions.

Previousty, under Acton
council, a letter of appreciation
was sent to a person whose term
was over, thanking him or her for
services rendered and inguring if
he or she wished to serve the town
again. This was apparently also the
accepted practice in Georgetown
and FEsquesing prior to the
introduction of regional
government. Surely that is only
coimmon courtesy. '

This year, an advertisement In
the Free Press informed all
readers that terms were expiring.
The deadline for reapplication was
the following Monday—five days
after the only time the ad
appeared,

Notl one soul on the recreation
advisory committee applied. They
have anather chance.

But Fred New of the library
board assumed he had to the end of
the year to apply. Next thing he
knew, his place on the board was
filled by a Georgetown woman wh
had applied. -

Mr. New has served on Acton
library board for years, and on the
south-central regional library
board. He is a valued member. His
loss leaves Acton with only one

The fifst year

A happy new year to us all. . .
Our first year of regional
government is over. We have been

assured the first year will be the

most difficuit,
Town and township councillors

have been ipterviewed in today’s.

paper so readers may hear their
opinions on a wide range of
controversial subjects. We know
readers will be much informed by
their splendid answers.

~ Pat McKenzie, Joe Hurst and
Les Duby have had a demanding
and difficult 12 months, and
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person sitting on the cight-member
board, George Lee, He did not have
to reapply as his term wasn’t up
yet.

Mr. New is, we are Bsure,
disappointed. So are those he has
served in Acton so well for so long.
As for the library staff and
councillor Les Duby, they are
extremely annoyed—te put it
mildly.

The decision was made at a
meeting of Halton Hills councii
when the public was barred, Les
Duby has assured the Free Press
he opposed the decision to oust Mr.
New without having even spoken to
him on the subject. . What
happened, the people will never
know, since the public (which
includes the press) were not
allowed in.

Apparently there is 10 legal
reguirement for Acton to have a
certain representation on the

bolird.

There are two main libraries in
Halton Hills—ours and
Georgetown's. Both are [ine
facilities, There is also a small
branch library in Stewarttown.

Surely there must be a better
representation than one person, for
the library of which our town Is so
proud.

But consideration and courtesy
could have prevented this awkward
siluation.

Mr. Councillors, Acton protests.

IS over

deserve a  great deal of
consideration and thanks for what
they have done. Their personal
reactions have ranged ([rom
hopeful pride to exhaustion to
infuriation. .

But the

three. . town

“representatives have maintained

the gentlemanly traditions of
Acton’s past council, and presented
themselves in a  highly
commendable manner. The
Esquesing councillors, too, deserve
bouquets.

Thanks to them,

BIRD'S EYE view of Acton high school
Christmas concert

symnasium  and  the

and the
entertainment.

estivities held last woeek. Acton's citizens' band

And the same to you! I probably should
have sent off o Merry Christmas column to
all my readers about the first of November,
to make sure it was received by December
25th. -

I know this won't be. But it's not your
faithful chronicler's (ault, nor the faull of
your favourite weekly newspaper. The
enlire blame must rest on
shoulders — they have to be broad — of that
modern phensmenoen of efficiency, Canada
Post.

Peoplein that august instilution muslt he
afraid of getling thelr hands soited by
haneling the average weckly newspaper,
full of violence, rape, mucder and
muggings. They probably use a shovel,
Shovel it into a corner until some day,
between coffee breaks, they are so bored
that they resort to sorting and sending the
weekly paper.

When [ was in the business, we used to
mail the paper on Thursday, and people in
{thio or Texas would receive it on Monday.
Nowadnys, I count on my weckly paper
being & week late in arriving., Time afler
time, I've been tempted to tnke up my
wypewriter and dash off an encouraging
note lo a weekly editor who has writlten a
particularly pungent cditorinl, oenly to
pause in the certainty that by the time I'd
received his paper, and the time he'd
received my letter, the hot lssue he'd at-
tacked or defended would he three wecks
old, and as cold as corpse,

Well, we mustn’t be mean at Christmas,
must we? Although T don't see why not. The
same miserable sods are going to be around
on Boxing Pay, and the same inelficient,
insalent institutiops will be back in bustness
on Jan. 1.

Sinee it's too late fo wish everyone a
Merry, I'll put everything in the past tense.

1 hope yvou got exactly what you wunted
for Christmas, whether it was o baby or a
kazoo or a scber husband.

I hope yvou got Joy. And if you didn’t, [
hope you were happy with Myrtle or Hazel
ar Pearl or Genevieve,

If yvou wanted a pair of those foam-
rubber knerpads for scrubbing, I hope you
rot them, And if you wanted a mink wrap, |
tn;m vou didn't.

1 hope you were not pregnant i you
didn't want to be, and were if you wanted to
be.

I hope you didn't bust your bum on those
new down-hill skiis, or bust your heart on
those new cross-country skiis, both of which

you are too young or loo old to be doing .

anything wit
room firo.
i

except f[ceding the living-

If you are old and lonely, [ hope you
received o warm telephone eall - about 15
minutes worth, and not colleet - from
somoeone who is young and loves you. And if
yvou dare young and lonely, [ hope you got a
Jong telephione call, collect, from someone
who 15 old and loves you.

If you are a farmer, | hope you slepl on
Christmas Eve with visions of sugarplums
and reindeer fast in your head. Jeez, o guy
can't make any money on beef these days,
Might as well get into reindecr,

Il vou are o schoolteacher, [ hope vou
remembered at Christmas that vou too
were once a fat and ugly ducktinlg* riddled
with pimples, shy to the poinl of fainting if
mef a question, lazy as a cut cat, sort of

dirt:-: really, and yet a slriving, vearning,

beseeching hurnan bean.

If you were a mother at Christmas—
well, all | can say is that I hope you believe
in & life after death.

And if you were a father, well, all T can
say is that [ hope vou, too believe in a world
in the hereafter. Preferably segregated.

If you are a business tycoon, o union
leader, or nnmne inn the upper echelons of
education, 1 hope your ulcer ruined your
Christmas dinner,

if you are an ald maid, and have been
lurking these many years in the fold of your
“sick™ mother’'s nightygown, I hope you
decided at Christmas to unlurk, Same for
old male spinsters. Unlurk. Boy, that

the broad .
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Legion Choraliers  provided the

Fhraa P I Fd S gl d B E AR T

Sugar and Spice

by bill smiley

almosl sounds like n dirty word, if you
pritctise. Try it. Unlork! ;

Whatever hnpcl:wmzd al Christmas, han
In there. We need you, We hewers of woo
andd drawers of water, s Canadians are
keown, huve to stick together and keep an
hewing drovwoers.

Every time there comes a ernck about
heavers and drawers, T burst Into i bue and
cry. Bursling into a hue is fairly simple. I
can turn purple on very little provocation,
as my family will icil

Almost anybady con hew or hue. Hut the
drivwers are the problem. Nobody wears
drawers any more. Hiow can yuu ery them
when there nin’t none. This is o problem
that Canadians are geing to have lo give a
gond deal of thought te In the coming yvear,

Well, those are my season’s grectings to
Awl pnd Sundry (my legal repre-
senlatives), ax well as to all you faithful
readers.,

And lang may your lum reck, on New
Yoar's Eve.

Need more on library board

EFditur, Acton Free Press:

As the kids say: “It's a Rip-off!™ And in
the Yulelide season, oo, o make it more
ironie.

Thanks to the Regional government
Santa, who only got into the hand-out
busincss a year agoe, Acton, also dubbed
Wiard One (but not by old Actonites) has
now just one representative on Halton Hills
Library Board, Halton Hills in case anyone
has forgollen derived from a shetgun union
of Acton, Georgetown and Esquesing. Who
carried the shotgun? Queen’s Park, or our
provincial politicians, the friendly rascals!

L.ast year. Acton's library board
spokesmen were twe velerans George Y.
[.ec and Fred New, Mr. Lee, ex-chalrman
of the Acton board, pre-RG (regiohal
gavernmenl) has another year to serve.
Mr., New, who has scrved since 1966 1s a
one-year council appeintee. His term ex-
pires December 31,

When Acton was paddling Its own canoe,
and deing quite well, thank you, the
municipal council authorized letlers of
thanks 1o all incumbents of appointed
boards, whose terms of office wound up al
the end of the year. At the same Lime, they
were queried nboul conlinuing their various
roles. '

Acton's new political partner.
{icorgetown did things differently. Council
advertised the open posltions, selecting
suitable replacements from written ap-
plicalions,

Halton Hills council, opting (natch! for
the Georgetown method, advertised once in
the weekly press for library board can-
didntes, deagline lor replies, December 16,
Acton Free Press carried the ad on
December 11. No Acton applications were
received by the deadline. At an in camera
meeting two weeks ago, council on &
majority vote, &appointed a Georgetown
wonian to replace Acton’s Mr, New, who
not having scen the Free Press ad-
vertiserment, assumed he had until the end
af December to inform council he was
willing 10 continue on the board.

Consider the makeup of Halton Hills
Library Board. Last year, there were four
Georgetown representatives, two from
Esquesing and Aclon’s tandem. In 1975,
there wilt be five Georgetown spokesmen,
plus two from Esquesing, and Acton’s loac
member. Mr. Lee is 3 very able, con-
scientlous citizen who understands
thoroughly the ins and outs of library
service. But he is still only one person and
on¢ volee. Obviously Acton was out-
numbered in 1974, but there was scope for
lobbying if the need arose.

It's all very well for to mouth platitudes
about Ali-for-one-and-one-for-all, and down
with parochialism. Human nature doesn’t
functien thusly. IT any proof were needed,
consider 12 months of regional government.
Onalmost every issue with rare exceptions,
the majority ruled. Ualike the good old days
when Georgetown and Acton tusselled in
baseball, lacrosse and hockey. Acton won

some, and tost some. Likewise,
Georgetown., The rivalry and oulcome of
same, was not one-sided, as in the case in
regional politics. Gmrﬁetuwn by virtue of

+ [ts size and population has gained most and
will continue to benefit meost from the
unlaying union of North Halton
municipalities,

If as former Actoncouncillor Jack Greer
advocated, the question or regional
government had been put to o public vote,
Actonites would have rejected il resoun-
dingly. With ane year's experience, of its
dubious blessings, local citizens are well-
nigh unanimous. KRG are dirty words
around Bella Actlana.

Why the flak over the loss of an Aclon
voice on Halton Hills Library Board? This
.i§ just another example of a majority rule.
It would have been nothing more than
courtesy to ask Mr. New the incumbent if
he wished to be re-appointed. He did not see
the advertisement in the Free Press. Wilh
apolegies to the local press—and lo quote
another irate Actenite: *Who inell is to say
you have to buy a paper?”

Acton has a fine library, the building
itselfl and site envied by larger
municipalities. A Centennial project, it is
by way of being a monument lo former
Mayor Les Duby,
councillor. He strove mightily to get a new
library for Acion, and has continued to be
interested in thiy town's library service.

1t will not be necessary for Aclon’s three
councillors Mc. Duby, Garnet McKenzie
and Joe Hurst to go hat in hand to Halton
tlills, asking for help to build a library.
Acton's library, thanks to Mr. Duby and a
few other dedicated and determined
cilizens, was a fail accompli before
regional government.

How does Councillor Duby view the

litleal screwwap that reduces Acton’s
weight on Halton Library Board., He is
fighting mad. an unusua) state for a nor-
mally cool character. To quote the {former
mayar: "It was improperly done. The in-
cumibent should have been wrillen,
thanked, and asked if he wished 10 con-
tinue."” ! .

Councillor Garnet Mr:Hen:'.ie tags th
sel-up as “'Unfortunate.’” I'm sorry it
happened this way.”

‘Other oldtime Actonites disagrecing
with the “big is betler’" syndrome are
cancerned about the trend to uniformity in
r;:g:lml library circles. “*More and more, it
! like the cxperts ligure on rolling out
libraries amndd librarians like cookies.”

In order to retain its autonomy and
distinctive small-lown atrnosphere, Acton
library should have at least two spokesmen
on the Halton Hills board. Our local board

ot along very neatly before RG. With their
ckground of experience and practical
know-how both George Lee and Fred New
are able I:Imulnleca The vear-old Halton
Hills board can not afford to lose one of

. these velerans,

Esther Taylor

now a Hallon Hills.

The Free Press
Back lssues

20 years ago

Taken frann an laue of the Free Press
1hcrnther 1, 1051

(e of Acton's husiest industries, Ajax
Engineers Limited will enter 11955 on e
threahold of major expansion, it was
learned  this. week  when  afficlal an-
nouncement was matle.

Engruved gold widehes for 10 years
service with Haxter Labuorgtories were
wresented 1o Mea. A Hufuagel and Lloyd
tebinson when the plant held it annual
Christinas party on Wednesday evening of
Jaat week 'Pl(u% i; Tadlles” Auxihary catered
I the dinner for plant employees in they
Y.M.CA.

Cream, bhulter and other daiey prigluce
wati Kpllled nver Highway i, Monday when
i truck sdreiven by Nelson Hutchinson of
Hockwood was involved o a eollislon with a
car drlven by Jeseph Smith, IL 1,
Puslinch. “The produce In Hutehlnson's
truck sustaloed 3350 diemmage amd the
vehlele was :t;nnnt{wj 1t the extent of $100,

Tuesdny cvening members of Aclon
Women's Instifute, with Rev, 1. A Currey
nnd Hev., Roberl Argnstrong, presenled g
wogram  at  Holton Centenninl  Manor,

Tembers of the band acenmpanicd the
group and pluyed carols.

The public school  ¢losed  for the
Christinar  vacation on Wednesday -
ternomi lust week after the senlor nssembly
in the suditnrium, The diifercn! clasaes
cantributed to the program with o pageant
one of the highlights of the aflernoon, il
Heeley was master of ceremunies while
Miss Polter ployed the piano,

50 years ago

Tuken from an issue of the Free Press
January 1, 1425

The mails on Christmas  eve  and
Christmas morning were the lacgest in the
history of the Acten Post Office. There wers
more Christmas cards than ever before and
the number of Christmas parcels was
enopmous, There were upwards of o
thowsand parcels in the Chrislmas morning
deliveries. The rural route carriers were
tiverserve great credit Tor their splendicd
work during the Christmas surfeil of mail
malter.

st Satueday morning  ahout  five
a'clock when the househnld of Mr. Fair-
hanks' Dakery hegan to slir for the day's
duties, several of them were found to be
almos!t overcome from gas fumes rom the
furnace in the basement. Severe headiches,
prevailed, and Miss Knowlea Schram, in
folng rom one foom (0 another, was s0
overcome thal she fell downstairs. For-
tunately she was not seriously injured. The
doors end windows were npened and lhose
who were affected recnvered. Had it not
been for the early risers the consequences
might have been serisus. The furnace is &
new one and quite gas proef; hul un-
fortunately the smoke fue hod nol bheen
reversed after the night’s supply of coal had
heen put on.

Mr. C. F. Lucas, accountant of the Bank
of Mantreal staflf, has been tronsferred to
fHolstein, where he will have charge of the
Hranch. His removal from  Aclon is
regretted  but  his  friends  here  are
congrmulating him on his preferment. His
SUCCESS0T wii‘l he Mr. C. F. lewis of
Toronin, Aty and Mrs. Lewis will fake up
their residence in Mr. Conway's duplex
house on Church Street,

/5 years ago .

Taken from an tssue af the Free Press
frecember 2K, 1892

The nomination meeting at noon [ast
Friday was not largely attended, but there
was no fack of nominees for the various
positions of honor within the gift of the
municipality.

Messrs. John M. Warren and Paul 5.
Kennedy attended the sale of W. D. Platl of
imported thorough bred Durham cattle ot
tHamilten last weel, Some sixty head were
sold and the females averaged over $H0b
egch and the males from $150 to $900, a bull
calf four months old sold for §900. Pretty
fancy prices, farmers, weren'l they?
Buyers were present from many points in
the United States and Canada. ‘

Miss Clark will continue her class in
music after the new year. Pupils desiring
informaljon as to terms, ete., will be 18-
formed upon application al her home on
Frederick Street.

Mr. Anthony Mason has secured o
position at Firsthrook Bros. fish ponds, and
remoeved his family this week (o the new
house just finished therc. His teaming
husiness has been purchased by Mr
Edward i{ingﬁhur{.

Miss Maggie MeQueen has been ap
pointed teacher of the school in section No
4, MASSAgaweyd.

Knox Church Sunday Schonl New Year's
entertainment will be held in the hatl next
Monday evening. The programme 15 an
excellent one,
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