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{Continuad from Paga Ons)

even two years. The Reglonal
School Board was formed in
10890 and I'm sure, if you
asked them, that they &till
haye improvements to make.

As tonal Governments
develop thelr programs, the
formation of Reglonal Pelice
-the development of R {onal
Planning policles, and the
control of water, sewers and
waste disposal on a regional
level will, eventually, be
recognized as progressive
steps In local governmenl
‘There are others but time and
space will not permi
developing the topic now.

From the Area Council the
greatest benefit lo ward |
would be In the area ol
financing. Granted we had
four tax rates ond some

nses were on a charge
back basis but we stll
roduced a rate for ward |
t was modest compared (¢
the mill rate we would have
faced under our former
system.

Regional Government s
not a ‘‘Magic Wand" that
gomeone waves and all our
local problems come up
roges. It will teke time. As
local citizens are we
to give it the time that Jt
requires?

+ + +

2. What has Acton galned?

Duby: Acton has gained
nothing of value. It is my
considered opinjon we are In
the process of losing the in-
dependence we knew 83 a
ﬂ{:ﬂfsufﬂclent, fully serviced,
thriving, locally governed
municipﬂlltf. We are now just
a community of le, who
will be governed by a
majority, who cannol
poasibly relate to us with any
degree of the personal con-
cern we once knew.,

Acton representatives, 1
am certain will always
convey Lthe concerns and
needs of this community; but
the decision making process
under the new system wlll be
most uncertain.

Hurst: This question is pre-
mature. It is too early to
il anything,
Acton hos gained.

McKenzie: It is too s0on to
answer this queslion. The
Regional School Board was
formed in 1968 and it wasn'l
unt{l § read their announce-
ment last week in your paper
that they plan to ur—ﬁe
school facilities in Acton in
1977 and give our students

uglity In school facllities
with other areas in Hallon. ]
must be fair and recognize
that the School Board did re-
duce Acton's levy for
educational g}urpqm every
year until 1974 when it In-
creaged 3.36 mills.

This year Councli did not
attack the problem so one
ward would gain and another
one lose. Qur responsibilily
was to establish 8 new town,
try to cqualfze services and
ellminate duplicatlon.

Eventugally cveryone will
gain il we succeeJ
+ o+ 0+

3. Hes
identliy?

Duby: This is o matter of
such concern 0 s0 many
pevple, that 1l tannot be
answered casually.

I believe the people of
Acton are more concerned
“with retaining their identity
now than ever before. They
resent—and rightly so—any
attempl by outsiders—how-
ever well-meaning—(o take
over the aperation of our Cen-
tennial Library, our park and
awimming area, or our Com-
munity Centre. They resent
havinﬁ to vontact the on
to make any repairs to broken
water mains or report lack of
service, - ele. - cle. - ele.

1 would like to cover thls
specific questlon in more
detail at a later date.

Hurst: The fact must be

Acton lost _It:

faced that Acton, as a
municipality, has lost iis
identity. However, I, as a
native of thls community,
sincerely hope cur cllizens, as
a whole, will continue to
Fanm and cherish many
hings in common over a long
period of time. The com-
munity of Acton will retaln ils
|denti if as long as this
prevalls.

McKenzie: No! The only
iime 1 hear this concern

- expressed s when I read the

torials or news comments
in the Acton Free Press.
Many towns and villages
have been joined together for
municipal government with-
out loging thelr identity. Have
Weston and Bronte lost thelr
{dentity: Will Norval, Glen
willtams or Acton loge their
{dentity in the new Town of
Halton Hills, Personally I
don't think that will.

I might ask is the Acton
Free Press indanger of losing
jts identity to the Milton
Champton or the Georgetown
Independent? 1 hope not but
then I notice that most of the
reporters covering councll
meetings at the Reglonal or
Area level do not come from
Acton or vieinity,

Let us all recognize that we
are part of a new town, Surely
we ¢an mivect individual
differences, learn to work
together and develop the best
in the life styles of each com-
munity.

+ + 4+

¢. What has been he most

outstanding or unexpected
development?

Duby: The most out-
standing development, in my
view, would be: i

{(a) the mfreea whic 8
been maSE n the fleld of
planning in the best interests
of the new municipality as a

whole. We were able to work
on the basis of common ﬁoah
e to

iy which would be pece

all communilles of the area
municipality. Strong recom-
mendations will be put for-
ward in the interes
northern portion of the region
ta be included in the oyerall
afficial plan for the region.
(b) the tremendous work
joad in amalgamating the
work force and ensuring that
formerly proposed work pro-
jects Jere continued and
completed in spite of the in-
flationary trends that faced
the new councll,
(¢) gelting up of a new
gystem of administration,
acing stafl, hiring staff
ocating departments, and
dﬂtermininF the required
aquipment to
stafl to dnable 10 ef-
ficiently care [or the larger,
more complex mmmiclpality.
The most unexpected
development in my view, has
to be the power Region
will have over area muni-
cipalities. By this I mean the
n:ﬁ‘?linistral ve pOowers
province has placed at the
reglonal level. This is of
the objective of Regional
Gnvemment-t;ln alu:;l dn'wd]l
the mporarily un
munwmmm can be
placed on a onal ievel
over which the Province will
have more direct control.
This supperts their intention
tc return more. powers (o,
municipalities. but at the
Regional level, It will take
several years to fully ac-
compligh this as await
the completion of studies and
reports from the Niagara
Escarpment Ceommission,
Ministry of E Enﬂmta : %llé
roposed adjustiments Lo
El"nrunlﬂ Centred on Plan,
Parkway Belt, or Service
Corridor pro 18, elc.
Hurst: Is this not a
repetition of Question 17

McKenzie: The
that staff and council have
made to co-ordinate two
former towns and & township
into a new town and the way
the members of council ap-
proach the problems and
coficerns placed before them.
Granted we hayve some that
are ‘“‘role” B::ying and

liticing for future but

y far the majority are there
to develop this new {own and
serve the e that elected
them to office.

+ 4 +
5. mgr 2 year's operation,
do you foresee any specding
up of the declsion-makin
process at the area,
or provincial levels?
uby: As stated in answer
lo'question No. 4, alter che
year of operatlon in Reglonal
Government as an Area

NEW YEAR CREETINGS

W ell take 1bis opporiunily to great
and wert and lo with them HaPpy

of the .

support such

iemds old
ew Yewr'

CSwetman's Shoeg

Councillor Jos Hurst

Municipality, 1 can only say
that it will take several years
to smooth out the wrinkles of
amalgamation to an
efficient administration,

Hurst: A we enler our
second year of tion, 1
foresee many decisions (o be
made at all fevels of govern-
nlﬂﬁii f bgulntn;:gduiu mere[
8 actL ng-up o
declsion making in certain
matters and a deflinite
slowing-down in others,

For example, we should

roceed cautiousiy, I at all,
rn residential growth until our
present industrial needs are
serviced, our final poptiation
density is determined and our
official plan is approved. '

McKenzie: It is one thing to
enacta bill to create Rgnna]
Government in Halton County
with four area councils and
another matter entirely to
develop efficient and res-
ponsible ;&eralin units.
Anyone would expect the past

ear to be unusual and dif-

fcult when you consider our

need for lncgllueu. slaff
rati ures, a3
:gedamnisnppinmac a respansible
budget, organize the com-
mittee structure and master
if that 1a possible, the art o
working together,

Considerable has
been made in all these areas
and they will be refined in the
next year. Steps have already
been taken to have our
Interim tax bill in Februa
and our final budget in Ap
80 the departments can carry
out their projects in a more
efficient manner. The same
committee structure will con-
tinue, the ataff{ have
established routines and
councll is a more coherent
unit and more cognizant of
the needs of the people. For
these reasons 1 belleve that
the decision-making process
will be vastly improved in the
new year.
| + + +.

8. Can a governmeni which
deprives a town of thinge it
had before be a success? We
are thinking of the personal
contribulion of many more
citizens on a nlone-person
councll, our former com-

mitiees, the Christmas bus,

twice-n-week garbage col-
lection, the coavenlence of
seeing our towa super-
intendent on the sireel or
dropplng Into the town office
with a problem.
Duby: A loaded question to
be sure — but here 18 a
straightforward answer, It
will be & success from a Pro-
vincial point of fiew, because
the elimination of Ad Hoc
bodiea (local commiltees,
commissions, ete.) is whal
Regional Government ix all
about. Cn a share the wealth
bagis, we are now formed into
a larger municipallty to pro-
vide services on a broader
scale, but equal to all, We loge
some — we galn some.,
However, | am well aware
we are losing the personal
touch your tion refers to,
and wﬁ always be a
concern to citixrens of com-
munities that were former
municipalities on thelr own.
Hurst: 1 agree that one of

the principal concepts of
ional Government s the
participation of fewer per-
sons with councllliors
carrving a greater load,
Whesmr this {s good or bad
remains to he seen.

{a) Garbage collection is
covered ln my answer to
Question 21. :

(b) Many pegsons with

problems are still beling
sccommodated at the service
offlce on Mill St.

(c) We have not been
deprived of the Chrisimas
bus. This service has been
rovided in 1974 {for the first
Fime under the proper
aystem.

McKenzie: It s

only

natural that, when a new:

form of government is being
devel . you have slrong
{eelings sbout the things
which were loat locally. I had
the same feeling in 1069 when
our local school boards were
gbolished and the c¢ount

hoard was established wit

ene member for Acton amd
Hnmgﬂwn{n. _

[ can still see the Acton
Schools Iﬂulrﬁ a Vice-
Principal, usic Super-
visor, a Remedial teacher, an
acceptable pupil-teacher
ratio in the Primary grades
snd supplies for staff,
especially our caretakers.
There was no “Billy Middle-
ton" to call.

We muarked {ime while the
School Board bullt auditor-
jlums and Resource Cenlres
and equipped them with
books and vgual aids jn other
areas of the county. It wasn't
until 1 read in your paper last
week that, five years later,
they plan to buitd an accept-
able facllity for our high
school students and establish

.a Middle Scheol in Acton that

1 belleve we are recelvin
equality in Educationa
Facilities.

1f the people concerned will

ve Halton Hills flve years

'm confident that there are
many benefils just as there
are to our County School
Board which I whole-
heartedly support.

We have &8 democralic
councili that has been very
dillgent and will continue to
be prudent in all matters that
concern them. I see more
men and equipment on the
street and seldom go down
town -that [ do not stop and
talk to our em utees.'l‘ryit-
they apprecla :

Iivlhgra {s o be a bus for
Ward 1 at Christmas it must
be a concern of the mer-
chants. It was a letter from

me that t it to the

attention of Public Works and™

I could have supported thelr
recommmendation, “ON A
COST SHARING BASIS' as
the council did in Acton in
1972 but to ask the taxpayers
to pay for it 100 per cent was
unrealistic.
4+ + +

7. We underastand
Georgetown and Esquesing
residents are miso com-
plainiog mboui the system. Is
this right?

Duby: Of course! The
people of Georgetown and Es-
quesing are nodifferent than
we are, It is difflcult for ev
concerned taxpayer to adjust.

Basically, we have all lost
the old re}atlnnship to our
council, staff, and town
employees.,

Acton, however, is unique,
in that not being centrally
lecated In the new area of
Halton Hills, it has seen its
work staff relocated and
Town Office reduced In staff
to a sub-olfice to provide
bastec information and ser-
vice, I would say our degree
of adjustment {3, and will be
Erutcr than Georgetown or

stfueaing because adminis-

tration and services in those

and Jet every man live n freedom . . . for
ideals surcly make for 2 happy year!
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"MANAGEMENT AND STAFF”

1G A FOODS

AT ‘]
Councllior Las Duhby

areas have not changed
greatly from what they had
prior to Regilona, Govern-
ment, :

Hurst: Yes, Some of the
answers I have given moy be
a f}lied to all arens of Halton
Hills, ;

McKenzie: As long as [ can
remember, and my [father
was in municipal politics too
people have complained
about munlni{:ul government
50 it would not surprise me to
find rea{xte in Words 11, [1],
and 1V that are dissalisfied
too.

May 1 suggest that, if you
feel your question o be a
valid one and wish lo explore
it further, you aek the clecied
representatives from the
wards in question.

+ + 4+

4. Do you think your volce
Is adequately henrd at
committee meetings and full
councll meelings? Do Acton
maiters gel a falr share of
time and considerailon? Pe
counciilors work well to-
gethesr?

Duby: | may not appear to

_council knowing

have a3 much to say as
others, hut do not hesitate if 1
con make a constructive con-
tributlon to a discussion. 1
feel it Is equally important to
listen to the remarks of other
councillors and then speak In
approval or disapproval.
clon business is now part
of Halten Hills business and
must get equal concern and
conslderalion. _

In thls new council, it has
not been casy for any coun-
cilior. However, since we are
ordinary citizens and tax-
payers like those we
represeni, we are working
together as well as can be
expected, facing Lhe task that
is our responsibility—name-
ly, to make the new system
work—{because we ran for
this WAS
Regicnal Governmenl)—and
still belng concerned aboul
Lhe effect on our own Ward —
Acton,

Flurst; (a) Yes. Il I thought
differently, [ would be
speaking more often and
more loudly. T may have n
conflict of interest on Lhis
paint.

{t 1 think there are some
matters of Council buslness
that are not given sufflcient
time and consideratlon,
Cerlaln of these alfect each
and every area of Lthe
munlcipality. Mistakes have
been made and will continue
to be made. Our consolation is
thnt nothlng s dene in per-
petuity.

(c) rn our Works Com-
mittee, although there are
certainly  ditferences in
oplnlon, there i3 an excelient
rapport.
while differences of opinion
may be harder to reconeile, 1
cannot say that councillors,

At Council level,

as n whole, do not work well
together.

cKenzie: This year 1 was
chairmon of Finance and
Personnel, If my voice haos
not been admluntclf heard at
commitice level it is because
[ subseribe to the rule that a
good chairman guldes his
committee and does very
little talking. We have an
excellent commiltlee and
hate maide good progress at
every mecting.

In Councll I feel that 1 have
had good support from other
councillors when I bring
motions forward for thelr
consideration. Many limes
you are more successful if

ou work t‘uietly ralher than -

at council or put

eing voca
he

on a show In fronl of
press. 1

Although [ am represenhnplg
Ward 1 4t councl! I feel that
must consider our agenda in
the interests of Halton Hills.
Seldom do we vole on o
muotion that benelits one ward
over the rest of Hallon Hills.
Granted there tnay be one
project in Public Works or an
item of expenditure in
Recreation thatl benefits the

ple in one ward bui when
you view the lotal budgel—
council has been very fair {o
cveryone.

Yes, | believe that ihe
majority, and notice 1 sald
the majorily, of councillors
work well together. I consider
mysecll one of the majority
group.

g, What do you think ol
coverage of counell meetings
in the Free Press?

Duby: In falrness I musi
say the Free Press gives very
impartial and accurate
coveruge to council
meelings—cspecially  when
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the reporter s from Acton.
The Georgelown and Es-
quesing representatives alsc
receive good coverage, which
is more lhan Georgetown
reporters do for Acton repre-
sentatives,

I recognize that it is im-
possible (o quole councillors
verhotim, and that much
reporting 18 interpretive.
However, sallsfying my own
conscience s my. guide—
quoted, misquated, or nol
fiuoted. Consldering the need
to expedile council business,
it is reafly the voting that
counlts,

On malters which concern
Acton, 1 am sure all coun-
cillors would appreciate
being asked for additional
comment after Committee or
Council mectings to clarify
their position on specific
matiers on which they may,
not have had the opportunity
lo spenk.

Hurst: [ must conless that |
do not always read every
age and line inevery issue of
he Acton Free Press, andso [
tto not consider myself an
authority on the reporting of
Council meelings in the local
pruss.

Huowever, specifically, 1 do
object te factual errors, and,-
131 suﬁpnrl‘. of this opinion, |
attach the following excerpt:
HURST TARKES

""The chairman of the
Halton Hills works committee
for 1975 will be ward two
councillor Joe Hurst.

“"Hurst will take over for
Len Coxe who served as the
chairman the past year.”
"McKenzie:  Prior o
Hepional Government when
your reporier came to our
meelings he or she was
wiiling for one newspaper
“Fhe Free Press™ ond | F:lr.
that we had very good
coverage and that our local
newspaper pramoted the best

in Municipel Government.
It has ail changed now. At
the Reglonal level we see one
reporter covering our
meetings dt'nr ithre& news-
rs and trying (o report
nrpfwu new tnruf;mﬂh!iltnn Tl':d
Halton Hills. At our local
counectl mm:lin%a one reporter
is reporting for the Free
Press and the Independent,
and ! ask myself can one
rson do an adequate job for
he two communities?
I believe it can be done |f
everyone rcalizés that the
reports are for the new Town
of Halton Hills. 1f this is your
paper’'s philosophy than |
accept the coverage the
eaple  are recelving.
lowever, if that is a correct
stetement then you have

- asked me to answer many

questions that are rrelevant
to our town, -

{Continuad next week)

The ()]dﬂﬂt\%
Holiday [
e

Both primitlve and clvijized
people have noted New Year's
as our oldest holiday, The Day
has always been recognired with
some =iprt of festivity and no-
merows traditions and cusioms
are assoclated with its argival
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