Hegional Councillor ‘Pat’ McKenzie

One Hundredth Year No. 28

The Acton I

Views differ
- on first year

Acton's Lhree represen-
tatives to area and regional
councils are just compleling
their first demanding year In
offlce.

How do they feel aboul
regional government now?

'he Free Press has asked
the same sct of questions of
each councillor, in a spcclui
New Year's "‘round up"’.

G. W, McKenzie, the retired
former principal of the
ftobert  Little  school,
represents Acton on reglonal
councit. He nlso sits on Holton
Hills councit and is chairman
of the finance commitlee.

I.es Duby, the  former
mayor of Acton, sits on
Hialton Hills administration
committee, while former
Acton  clerk-adminlstrator

4

Jue Hurst sits on the works
commiltee. :

The interview with these
three men begins in this
week's Issue, and will be con-
cluded next week.

The men reply
alphabelical order.

+ o+ o+

Whoat has heen the
ouistonding success
reglonal government?

Juby: The only success lo
date must be provincial in
character, The province has
succeeded In having its way
with municipal reform; and
after only ene year, we at the
new area povernment level,
are Hiﬂ‘l[lﬂje' embroiled in long
range planning and interim
decision making, as we f{eel
our way under the new ad-

in

most
of

minisiralive concept. -
. Hurst: The outstanding
success to date has been the
holding of the mill rate at &
reasonable Jevel,

MceKenzie:. Our {ormer
system of Municipal
Government with a couneil in
every lownship, village and
town ond a County Council to
conirol some of the needs that
concerned everyone had heen
in cffect for 100 years. It
necded updating. Some
Counties are re-structurin
their loecal governmen
{Oxford County and the clty
of Woodstock) and others are
accepling lonal Govern-
ment as we did.

Success in a majer change
cannot be measured in one or

{Continued on Page 3)

Councillor Joe Hurst
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BRIAN OLSEN and Brent McNiven take a fields and take a look at the view of Acton in the
breather from riding their bikes through snowy

Death for hybrids
just “freeloaders”™

iy Peter MeCusker :

Bvbrid waterfowl in Ac-
ton's Falry Lake will be des-
troved when a Conservation
Authority official arrives to
designate  which  walerfow]
are the hybrids.

“The hybwid birds don’l
know enaugh to fly south and
thev're freelonders,” says
Harold Townsley, Acton
Communily Cenlre manager,
The reason the hybrid fowd
must be destroved is because
of theic heman dependetce,

Wildlife biologast [ GG
~ Diennis of the Canadion Wild-
bfe Service Hnviconnent
Canada, has said, “Our ser-
vice dwes not favar the over
wintering of wild waterfowl
with mnn's assistanee at Ont-
ariv lntitudes. The reasons
are simply that tnce o magri-
tion tradition becomes  dis
rupted, mon becomes cespon.
sible [ur the maintance of the
originul birds and their
descendants that have never
learnedd 1o migrate.”

S0 same of the birds at
Fairy Lake must go,

Wild waterfow! at the lake
wore introduced in July 197]
when Earl J. Brears, an Ac-
ton high sehool teacher, and a
group of students. began the
project with wild mallieds,
wuod ducks, and seven Uan-
ada geese which had wings
clipped.

With wings  clipped, the
wild waterfowl couldn't mi-
grate the first winter.

Problem

“Put somebody from time
to tinte would pop a domesti-
caled white farm dJuck into
the lake." said Esther Taylor
of Main 5t.

The inter-breeding of the
white farm ducks and the
wild waterfowl
number of hybrids of which
eight or len are known,

Another problem with the
lake [owl is the ensy acvess to
lecd.

Mr. Townsley said, "‘These
birds aren’l stupid, they know
where the food 18.”" The birds
are fed in the moming requir-
ed amounts stated by brolo-
gist Dennis. The large blrds

roduced a4

are fed one half 1o three quar-
ters of a- pound of corn, and
the ducks regeive one quarier
pound daily. Mr. Townsley
said they are fed cach morn-
g,

{iut the other main feeder
of the walerfowl, Esther Tay-
lop, said she adds 20 |bs. of
her vwn [eod dadly for the
birds. She said she feeds the
birds twice daily, in the
morning and in the evening
araund five o'vlock,

Aliss Taylor sad that in the
merming, she inchides 10 Ibs,
of her mwn corn and bwo loa-
vies of bread and in the even-
e she distributes 20 hs, of
the town’s and another 10 |bs,
of her own

She admiats it costs ber $50 a
maonth for the fecd and the
ondy reason she is buying the
feed is “'because 1 suspect
there would be o squatk stbout
the feed bill.”

“The way [ have to ask for
it vou'd think Pm cating 1t Al
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“THE HYBRIDS do
frecloaders,” said Harold Townsley, arena manager. The blond

n't know - enough

background,

times they wouldn't et fed,"
Biss Tavior declares.

"If they're hungry they ent
like heli, and I don't blame
them,” she said.

Fut ducks:

Mr. Townsley said he
thinks they should have dis-
vonlinued the feed in the fall
sttt irds would migrate.
He said the birds are fat and
some Mallards weigh as
miuch as 12 1bs.

Binlagist 2. G, Dennis stat-
ed, "A walerfowl will con-
sume several times the
amuunt of food they actually
require 1o maintain themsel-
ves in good condition.”

Are the birds al the lake
overfed? It depends on the
number around at feeding

-time. Esther Taytor said that
there are close to 200 birds in
tho evening and Mr. Town-
sley quoted the mumber of
birds rangng (rom 100 1o 150,
“It’s hard to . lell because

.

_e

may be one of the controversial hybrids.

they 're spread aut so (ar," he
said.

Miss Taylor questioned the
destruction of the hybrids
during the winter but Town-
sley said the birds mated In
the spring so the lime to get
rid of the hybrids s now. This
supporis the winler works

‘slogan, “Why wail for Spring,

choy 1 moowe, ™

Miss Taylor considers the
danger of the hybrids a re-
mote one hecouse Lhey don't
fly und they weren't very
sycressful  in nesting  this
spring.

T only want to see the poor
tucks make it through the
winter,'" she said. They can't
go now - it’s past the migra-
tory scason.

*“In other places as well as
in Acton, Canadisn geese are
changing their migratin
habits. If they con get [
here, why the hell go south
and face American guns?"
she asked,

Goal reached

Outers end drives

The Acton high school
Outers club have ceased thelr
monthly paper and battle
drives. :

The group had been
operating a newsprint and

ass recycling project in the
own for the past year and a
half, During this time, the
commitment of lecal citizens
to the program has been the
key to ils success, ond the
club wishes to thank all those
who have participated in this
project. -

Equipment purchased

Glass and paper drives
have becn used by a number
of groups os fund raising
projects and the developmenl

for hearing

Halton Hills council cham-
ber will be available to the
Ontario -Highway Transport
Board for a hearing with no
rental charges asked.

Councillor Ern Hyde de-
manded they pay rent, and
asked “Why should we donate
our councll chamber? The
truckers pay good meney for
these licences.””

Councillor Harry Levy sald
he would agree under normal
circumstances, but pointed
out the hearing was neces.
sary mainly {0 change the
names of e three municj-

lities to Halton Hills on the
icences of the cartage com-
panies. *“This enables them to
enler any part of Halton Hills
lf:?nll 5

Iyde agreed to the free use
of the hall when the explana-
tion was offered.

Councitlor Ric Morrow sug-
gested a pelicy for future ren-
tal of the chambers be decid-
ed.

Councillor Dick Howitt
recominended the caretaker
be pald -extra since extra
work would be invelved.
“This should be charged to
Lhe group renting Lhe space,”
he concluded. .

« ingal

of the Outers’ program at the
school  required
eqwuzfment purchases. This
need led to the adoption of the
rec}‘clin% Kprcrgrnm as
Initiated by Keith Black and
his geograph students.
During the past year and o
hali, the Outers have pur-
chased nbout $5,000 worth of
outdoor equlpment, therefore
their in!gnl objectlve has
been [ulfiled,

Communily respons¢ hos
increased steadily within the
duralion of ke program. The

tonnage of glass and paper
the.

was sufficient al
December drive to keep the
crew of OQuters working Lo 11
p.m. Regrettably, the success
of this program has led to a
situation which can no longer
be handled by the relatively
small group of students in-
volved.

Actonians sleep

No one -was injured-in &

Christmas morning flre in lot
27 concession road 2 Nassa-
gaweya at 9 a.m. The
chimney fire coused no
damage.

Chairman
steps down

_Bill Priestner, a charler
member of the Halton Board
of Education and board
chairman lor two years, will
nol stand (or re-clection when
the board holds its inaugural
mecting Jan. 9

Dies at
arena

Percy Hughes, 71, ol
Glendennan Ave., Toronto,
dled Fridaﬁ afternoon aller
suffering what belleved was a
stroke in the parking lot of
Aclon's Community Centre.

Frits De iaan of the St
John Ambulance scrvice
applied mouth to mouth
resuscitation. Mr., Hughes'
medical record shows he bas
sullered two sirokes
previously.

He was in Acton to walch
his grandson play hockey in
the Acton Centennial Atom A
Tournament.

St. Joseph'’s

broken

St.  Joseph’s Roman
Cathalic Church was broken
into between 1 and 7 am.,
Christmas morning, pe-
cording fo Ontario Pruvini.ial
Police here,

Persons unknown heroke into
lthe churehl by way of a
basement window but no
vandalism occurred and
nothing was stolen. The
tabernacle, however, was

nto

feund on the (loor with the
casing damaged.

Father Smye said Lhat the
flowers that were also on Lthe
altar were corefully taken off
and placcd onlo the Noor. He
yaid that it would be im-

sible for a person lo carry
he tabernacle but two could
lift it down.

St. Mary's Chureh in
lcspeler was broken into the
fatter part of this year.

_:__ - Three digits for

- ~

iﬂ fly suuthm and they're

uck

The confusion of different
road numbers for local roads
and regional roads could be
eliminsted I a suggestion
made by Halton Hills finsnce
committee is implemented. -

Citing 22 Sideroad, the local
name and Halton Road 20, as
examples, the finance
commlittee polited out [ire
and ambulance calls can be
slowed down by the different

_regional roads?

nimes.

The commitiee suggrestec
Hegional roads could have
three digit numbers, while
the local roads remain Aas
they have been known for
YEArs. ;

The idea was turned over to
both fire chiefs and the works
committee for a report and
the Regional council wiil be
asked to consider the change.

s

as sirens sound

A Toronto man,- Percy
Hughes, 71 of Glendennan
Ava,, suffered what was
belleved a stroke or heart
aftack at the community
centre Friday afternoon.
Firelighters were called with
a resuscitalor,

Firefighters were called to
Main St. N. at 4.05 am.
Sunday but ne {ire was found.
Main St. S. and Mill Street
were checked and the call
was tagged a false alarm.

At 330 Monday morning the
air ratd emergency sirens in
the Toronto-Hamilton area

-sounded to wake sleepers.

The sounding was due (o o
malfunction in the system, a
short in the warning system
at Base Borden near Barrie
Sirens sounded- in
Georgetown and Aclon,

The Quters, therelore, are
cancelling all further paper
nnd glass celleclions. They
sincerely hope that any
persons or group interestled in
conlinuing Lhis community
service project, which yields
approxiamiely $30 per
manih, will take up the
project.

Informalion

Information concerning
markets, prices and other

details is avallable [rom any
member of the Outers.

The Outers would par-
ticularly like to thank people
wha  have  conlributed
significantly ta this recyeling
program, Dave Dills for the
use of his truck, hundlers and
scrip paper, Ben Larsen for
the use of a storoge area Tor
plass and 1. 1), Johnston anc
Alan Tremills, each for
storage area for paper.

Holiday accidents

No one was injured in a two
car collision on Queen St
Dee, 29 at 2,30 p.m. Warren

of HLR..4, Bramplon
wnsgrlﬂn the vehlele which
was in collision with o vehicle
driven by William Knight of
R.R. 2, Acton. The Craoig
vohicle sustained $250 in
domages to the front end and
the Knight vehicle sustained
$600 in damages (o the rear,

. Bower

A vehicle driven by Oral
{;nutdinF of 1331 Queen St
Acton, failed to stop at the
jower Ave, and Willow St.
intersection 1 h.m. Christmns
morning and skidded Into a
house at 26 Willow,

The vehicle sustained $350
damage to the et side and
property damage totalied
S100.

New baby female

a Christmas bundle

The only Christmas baby born at Gueiph Gceneral |
Hospital to an Acton or district parent, was a daughter to
\Mrs, Vesna Mance of 203 Main 5t N., Rockwood. She gave
birth to 3856 gm. or eight lb. cight oz, girl at 5.53 Christmas
morning. No Acton babies were born at Christmas.

to all in Acton

R Goud wishes for the new }*eari_

and district.

OOM-PA-PA, Jim Coles and Barrly
tuba back stage during the annu

[

a

Buchanan played the sousaphone and
concert at Acton High Schoel.

i




