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Crude conditions in early Halton

Humble Christmas

surroundings

Iy Gwen(larke

In Halton's Pages of the PPast (1053 (c))

Wwe have writton many times of the
crude living conditiona of carly settlers In
Halton County- -of Lthe log cabin built on &
hastily clearedd tract of land; of the lack of
neighhors and of transportation. Such
conditions were bearable during the sum-
mer manths, but winter added much to the
difflcultles of the ploncers and would
scarcely be conducive to any form of gal-
ol
}Whut then would Christmas be like amid
such surroundings? No gnfv and calerful
Christmns cords; no rmﬂ rom the home
folk : nochurch bells r mil ng outl their mes-
-sage pcross Lhe frosty alr. Life was atill a
struggle for survival. Celebralions were
Impasible: Christmas Doy would be mar-
ked only as n date on the calendar,

Yet the pioneers would undoubtedly
remember 1L as the day on which the Chrlst.
child was born and it might be Lo thelr com-
fort to recall the humble surroundings of
the infant Jesus, In some of the rude log
cnbins 8 mother, with her little ones gather-
Fd nround her, would sit before & plne log
ire.

No Santa (laus

The children would listen Mﬁ] erly as
Mother iold themn the story of the Nativity,
And then she would h.'-]l them slories of
Christmas as she remembered it In the land
of her birth; of the little village church, the
Christmas Sunday Schoet concert, the good
food and the exchange of family Christmas
gifts. Santa Clous would not be a part of her
slory as she would remember that Santo
Clous did not bave the children of the pio-
neers on his Christrmans list.

Uhristimas dinner. . .what would it be?
With luck It might be wild turkey, duck or
venison although it was more li el}* to be
the mainstay of the pioneer diet—-polatoes,
carn, salt pork, flour or bran, Hemlock tea
. and burned Indian corn. would suffice os
substitutes for tea and colfece.

Fortunate indeed was the famity who
owned o cow 1o provide milk for :lm child-
ren. Letters deserlbing pioneer life refer to
“barrelled beef and turnips as luxuries re-
served for guests and for such great occa-
sions ns Christmas and New Year's day.”

By the middle of the 181h century condi-
tions had changed considerably. It was pos-
sthle for immigrants and second-generation
settlers—if they could afford it—1o live off
the a1 of the land, Officers and thelr faml-
lies in garrison towns enjoyed comparative
lnxury. Whiskey [Mowed freely. In farm
familles tables at Christmas time grmmed
with the weight of good food.

. Nescribes fare

As the years progressed scarity had
heen replaced by Tl{-ntg The pioncers had
learnt ways of drying the wild native fruils
for winter use 50 lhere was more varicely in
their dict the year round. Mrs. Anna Jamie-
son, who, in 1817, visited in the Gore dis-
trict, of which Halton was a part, spenks

well of the food served ot that time.

“Our table,” she wrole, “'is pretty well
supplied. Beel {s tolerable but lean. Mutian,
bad, scarce, and dearer than pork. Pork is
excollent, being fattened rlnr.-i lly on In-
dian corn. Fish s delicious. uring the
whole winter we have had black bass and
whitefish cought in holes in the ice nnd

brought. down by Lhe Indlans. Vension,
game and wild {fowl are always to be had:
the qquails caught in immense numbers near
Toronto, are most delicate eating.

provisions from their own lands and farms,
or by cerlain persons they know ond em-

loy. . .same raise ;?-uuitrj. and vegelnbles

ur thﬂr own tible

As the years pnu&etl the celebration af

Christmas took on definite shape and lorm.

Trensured traditions from the land of their

a

hirth becamo
masy, intreduced b
Ax the population (nereased
Ings became tho maln feature of the Chriat-

maa celebratlions,

Lhristinas,
Liz would be buay for weeks
ready for Christmas. The table down cellar

WRA rt-nﬂ:; something to see! Jellles, pro-

. .the
higher classes of people are supp led with

vt of the Canadlan Uhrist-

lncnmlnF linmigranta.
atnily gathoer-

To grandmolher's
We have been glven several first hand

accounts of Christmas way back in grand-
mother's lime, Hero |8 one thal {8 typicnl

"Wo nlun}u went to Grandmother's for
randma, Aunt Mary and Aunt
past gettlng

serves, pickles, honey, mincomeal and

shartbread. And then ‘as Christmas drow
near, ples, larts, cakes, biscuits, plum pud-
ding and a crock of dalry butter and hamu

mada cheese,

“For meat there wos savory-stufled

roast duck, goose, chickens und tender-

sweet, home cured ham. As soon as the

chores were done Christmas morning each

branch of the Tamily would load up

“-h"irl and head {or grandmoather’s place.
. !

the

Hells would jingle merrlly as the prancing

hnmﬁ carried each party swiftly over the
51 listenlng snow, Sometimes we had to bat-

Ue deep snowdrifts, and occasionally there .

would an upsetl and some of us would
land in n ﬁnuwgu
“Hut E!'q‘f'ﬂflm"'f we would all arrlve al
the farm and groandlather would tell us to
hurry and bed the horses before "all them
vittles at the house got eaten up." We child-
ren were told (o keep ot of rhn way and
amuse ourselves until we were colled. And
that wouldn't be long becnuse the wemen
{olk had dinner en the table In short order.
Grandfather asked God's blessing on the
food we were anbout (o eat, and then we all
sel Lo,
llomemade presents
*The days that 1 recall beal there were
rm-rall about 25 of us Lo dinner—some ul
e lon tnhlo in the dining room and some
tnlhek tichen. [ remember one time d- year-
old brother Jimmy was lost and we hunted
cverywhere for him. We finally found him
asleep under the kilchen table, o sapoon In
ene hand, o bowl in the other. Afler dinner
we opened our presents. They were mostly
homemade, qut‘ul things llke knitied scar-
ves, mitts and socks, i‘.[n}tm stulled rog

“cdolls and basket-cradles {or the girls:

slelghs and home-made pull-toys for the
boys. At supper-time there was another big
ment and then everyone went home {o their
chores.

"Duriniz the evening there might be an-
ather family gathering at ane of the connec-
tfons. There'd be squnre dancing and
games—and maybe a bit of sparking on the
side. 1 remember how well Cousin George
played the harmonica for Myrtle's step-
duntlng And, oh brother—could she
dance!’

Yes, that was one way of spreading
Christmas that became increasingly popu-

Iurwithihepassinfjenra And yet, slrange
lo say, in some lamilies Chr ltmus was
hardly celebrated at all. We rather suspect
this non-ohservance was handed down os
result of the sparse llvlng conditions that
some of the early seltlers could never for-
got.
A busyday

Thus In a diary writlten by the grand-
mother of Mrs. Hobert Lyons, Nelson
Township, we [ind the followlng entry for
December 25, 1869, “Mopped floors, baked
in morning, made bread, fried cakes,
churned, went over to John's on a visit,
Worked on my drn'-.s trimming and had
¢ight flor breokfast.”

But, whether we observe it or not,
there is one celebration common ta us all,
(rom the ploneers to the present day—the
anniversary of the Birth of Chrlst.

AH year long, we're grateful for our fine friends

and custemers. At Christmas, we're especially happy
to express our greetings, thanks and géod wishes.

MANAGEMENT AND STAFF

.G.A. FOODS

Cree Indian crafts in town

mutkrt ikl with blge Oy,

hendbandds st watehbands,  ears and fost (hat s very unt-
The walchbapds are on in-  gue,

novallon just beluy made o My lane

vcently, A regular walch fita The Brillingers e kept o

inelde  the  Imaded  leather  amell slock of erafts fop nhuut

T threo yours now. Thoy wend
Kha bind @ boaver mado of - the maney te the pe Serve, or

'T{ E

elier medicine and grocories
b regquested. The only wi
ido thee reserves is hy hux r
pliane.

Mra.  Hrillinger
ANy Iiderentoql
phone first, pyg-200.

‘The hunderattn of Canndian  wvmall handbags, necklaces,
T bans Bavve an outlet In Ae
brs, 13l the storo 18 slply o
high enrton at o homae i lown,
hen Margurot Deillinger,
1 1"k Ave, resd i the Freo
I'resn whout  Oxfam  (rade
mids, she decided she had
wetter ot the panple ki
nheaab whinl shei ‘IEIH, IR
Mrs, Brillloger lived In
Guclph before moving with
hor tanilly ta the former Par-
ko home. Thers,  [relomds
knew (0 drop aver to thelr
hewise when they needed giits,
Helotlves
Hoall began whon the Hril.
Hogors had two Indinn gy
livee with them while Llhey
went 10 sehosl. The girls’
ree rebiatives on bwir e Bduention, Halton Reglon
hETVEH  DOOr [l”ﬂﬁ”“ 5 H."&t {II”U"“.'I-“”‘ITHI Hﬂli II“T“"I
wern making  handerafts Region Conservation
which fourd lh-h way down  Authority vimdshed Thorsdny
sovth and were solit hope, AL 2ight when the  Hoord of
high the girls are gone,  Education sanounced plans
Mes, Brillinger st} recelves  for o 31,000,000 expoision Lo
rartons  of ernfts which she [t head offlee In | urlington.
stlln ta hedp the artists, Tha board agreed to expid
Send pullern the presest facillties by 22,500
A npecialty 5 haod-made,  square feet rather than wall
bead-embroidered  maxeen-  and move into o cenfrnd
shiw, and for these she prefers facllity, The board offlees are
T sond 1 fool pattern up  on the {;unlph Line,
llnrth Burlington,
Here, right now, she bas g Trustee Fred Armlage
mmﬂ_v of  teather  purses,  explained the decirion te slay

}
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Education offices to |
stay on Guelph Line

PMluns for  oae ceniral
goverpment factlily thot
wiortlil hoose Halton Haard of

proposal that would see that

Broup nharve office fachlities .
with the Hoglonal Govern =&
menl. THUA has, howaver, -
Indiended (s prt'h rence by
slivy In Miltan. Nope of the
gites  eurrenily  being  cons |
nltlered hy the Reglon bre o
thee contre of the pegion, :

Wiih p: edicated on econamle
and wibier foctors. e nated
the advantage of having »
coentral Tacillty WK
overrklden by veonomie
vonsiderat]ons.

To he dine panel

Hiadton Regionnl Couneil s
expected 1o diseuss 1ts own
necommintion problem ot o
meeting  this  afterngun
tWeoednesday ).

o reprt was {iled ot e
howrd mecting indicating e
areas I the bilding
were In need of mhﬁth;;ml
Rpace.

Hallon  Reglon Cn-
servatlon  Authority  hasnht
offered o definite no 1o g

Good news

Fuinily rewnions are a -
special part of the holidoy
netanrk. Please lel us know of -
Iutrr:--sttn!; ftems for this
“Family” poge. Phone B53-
2010 oy drup I 1o the afffee.

BEADED BEAVER and wﬂtchbundﬂ are held
Margaret Brillinger and son Joey, who will be

three in January.
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MICI(EY MOUSE WATCH

Y s D
T B .ﬂ . ;.r%% G.E. STEAM &
- i 58
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COLOR T.V.
“CLEAROUTS"

19"’ Color Portable

DEEP FRYER

STEREO
“CLEAROUTS"

ar B0 A QN (el e Recai o2 Speaten
,*Eﬂfr{w | Y g W S erecen g oTage Deck
: b - oy Bl galy e 7 ady

e QUADRAPHONIC
4 CHANNEL

eAm by Yterweo Recewer ol i 7 4

SR

e

26’’ Color Console

(ONE ONLY) 39900

4 L o it
R P

Channel Tape Dech od Matcmag 2 g
peaber wbull sie Changer o hinted {jys

Givert @ Hogdphones @3 Quad Tape

ALL THIS FOR ONLY

Szfut" Panasonic 100% Solid
ot for. (6990

% DINETTE SETe

o107 OF 00D _SPEAKEIIS

- @l way o2 way

gmmeé raoM $10° IIP

3 lf.ln!'g'r $6950 each sel

IFUIINI'I'URE
‘‘CLEAROUTS"’

4 matching choirs® | Dinette Table® Matching Leof

Cocktail or Coffee Tables
* End Tables * Square ar Hextables

AII for cleurance

. Over 12 Differenf
Styles to Choose from
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