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Council setting precedent?

I Halton Hills’ council’s refusal to
farticipate in the Acton Christmas
s service cormes as no surprise
But their reasons for voting it down
gomehow leave a lot to be desired.
. It was estimated the service
&hlch has been operating in Acton
r the last two years would cost $62
h day, or $868 for 14 days.
Councillors decided it was (oo
expensive and suggested other
parts of Halton Hills should share
th such a service if it is operated in
Acton.
- Such nonsense.
i 1fit was a new venture proposed
By merchants to line their pockets
at the expense of taxpayers we
gould see the reasons for the
fusal but it has been operating in
ton for the past two years with
pome success.
w A8 we recall it was first
E}augurﬂmd to serve as a dual
Burpose—to stimulate interest in
the downtown and its services and
to give the people of Acton who
;may not have a vehicle or cannot
‘afford taxi fare, to get downtown at
‘a time of year not conducive to
pedestrians. It was meant as a
public service.

To suggest that all parts of
Halton Hills should participate in
the service because Acton has it is
ridicutous. In the future does this
decision set a precedent? When
Georgetown gets a new fire
hydrant must Acton and Esquesing
also get one? If KEsquesing
residents have the services of a
livestock evaluator does that mean

both Acton and Georgetown must
have one, too?

Expensive? For a council that
hardly blinks an eye paying
architectural charges of thousands
for an arena concept never used,
$868 for a Christmas bus service is
hardly going to break the bank,

Chamber - president Mike
Worthington sald the Chamber is
willing to discuss cost sharing with
council. Councillor Joe Hurs! felt
the town would be paying the full
shot. This would seem to be a
matter of poor communications
between chamber and council,

As we see it, an arrangement for
the town and Chamber to share the
cost is the only suitable method for
continuing the bus service if for no
other reanson than to pacity
councillors in wards three and four
who are opposed to the project.

The chamber now is trying to go
ahead and raise enough money to
operate the bus service on its own
tack but likely they will only be
able to operate for a few days,
Good for them. It seems council -
with the exception of former Acton
mayor Les Duby - does not want to
keep up the public service project
the former town of Acton decided
was in the best interest of the
community.

We can think of no better
argument against regional govern-
ment than the fact that an
amalgamated council does not
continue the precedents set by the
three municipalities prior to
amalgamation.

Hydro commission

Acton hydro commission hasn't

heard any definite word when it,
too, is to be absorbed.into regional .

government, . -ome e s e

Last Januwary:. 1 .
committees and boards were
dissolved, their duties taken over
by regional councils. However,
Acton  Hydro Commission
remained, although members
didn’t expect it would last.

Now perhaps the provincial
government will reconsider plans
to regionalize these commissions,
as they look at the added costs
regional governments have
incurred.

The local commission has done
a good job for years, and not lost
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LAST SURVIVING member of his family, J. Kerr Brown sent the Free

touch with the pe;;ple. Here, . at
least, there is a full staff designed
to serve Acton.people only.

Acton ...

hope , to achieve  this pleasant
rapport, and at reasonable cost.
There's no hope of one small
commission and its staff empire
building at public expense.
Regionalized matters can get out of
control, while the little taxpayers
doesn’'t really know what's
happened.

In Halton, general government
costs to run services In 1973 were
$509,000. Under Halton region
government, the same cost has
risen to 1.2 million. :

Hydroisstill out of it. Perhaps it
would be best to keep it that way.
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“the incambient. members
public utilitles commission, bonrd of !¢

MISTS DRIFT through the layers of woods at Eden
Mills in the carly morning. Peter McCusker captured
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Sugar and Spice

About this time of year, every year, ull

_sorls of (luw:‘r things come ereeping out of

the woodwurk and the underbrush and
proceed to creale o storm In a seucer. 1'm

reforring to municipal clections.

14 hegling baek in Oclober, when the loeal
paper starts wrlting trenchunt editorinls
uy mf people to offer themselves s
volunleer guinea plgs to see whether or tot
the gulllatine is working.

But any weekly editor worth his salt will

he able to demand the paradox of “new

blood' and *‘solid experience” on the town

counell or whatever.

These editorinls bave almost no effect
whatever, except to fun the tny ember in
the ocensional guy or gnl who hns n secret
ambitlon to be cualled ‘‘councillor’™ or
“Alderperson’, or even “Your Worship"”,
and to be on the “inside”, helping “shape
the future of our community.”

Then the papers, Ina creditable effort to +

drum up some interest, bf:ﬁtn to Interview

education, niek dog eatehier, to find out who
is golng to stand again for offtce.

[
This prnhinglnlﬁn has meagre results, ot
|

first. Most of those nsked reply that they
haven't yet made up their minds, or that it's
time for someone colse to take on their
esxhausting work load, or that they have
found the work very rewarding, but. . .

Hehind this smokescreen of generallties,
the potentinl candidate, in many cases,
reaflly means, “1'H see how the wind
hlows' : or, “Yeah, 'l stand again, if I'm
assured i seat by acclamation”; a}r,_“w:lit
titt 1 see how tough my opposition is.”

This is not so in all cases, to be fair,
Same small-town politiclans hmm‘ o rare
combination of honesly and pugnacity, love
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Press this picture of the old farm house just east of Acton.

Dear Sir:

The writer received a copy of the Free
Press, to honor (he 100th year of
publication.

This proved of real interest to me, as |
am the last member, now living of the
family who lived on the farm; just cast of
the town. | was born in 1883

1 served my apprenticeship with my
brother, A. T. Ermm. commencing in the
vear 1898, and completed this in 1902, en-
tering the Ontario College of Pharmacy in
Toronta and secured my Phm.B from the
University of Toronto in 1903,

I was told the store my brother had

rchased wis once the building where the

. Milburn Company commenced their
operation. They are still marketing
Fowlers Wild Strawberry, Doans Kidney
Pills, etc. Enclosed you wili find a print of
the old home on the farm where we were all
born, [ never knew my father as he died
elght months alter rfctivinﬁ a fractured
skull from a horse kicking him.

In 1903 1 went to Montreal and was

mployed in charge of the dispensary in
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Morgan's drug department, this proved a
very interesling experience. _

Fowever in the spring of 1904, I received
a letter from Dr. McKcague, now in Win-
nipeg, he having practised in Acton for
some lime. The letter stated that his
brother wishes to open a branch store in
Winnipeg and invited me to come out and
take :irge. this 1 did, for a period of one
vear. Due to the brother not carrying out an
agreement, | o a storc of my ewn in a
suburb of Winnigpeg.

After mapy moves and s0me :{par: of
depression, 1 retired in 1960, selling the
store to my eldest son, who had carried a iot
of the work, since graduating, after serving
in the world war. ' .

1 alsec had a daughter, Margaret,
graduate in pharmacy and during the
second world war was my main help during
these years, | _

One son John K. graduated in pharmacy
from the.University of Mainitoba, later
secured his Ph.D. in pharma y from
the state university of Washington, in
Seattle.

tle is now a lecturer in the Universily of
the Pacific in Slockton, Ca). and he and his
wife have becn enjoying six months
sabatical leave, spending the time in
Holland.

His work has included a study of the
streel drug problemm and has been doing
work in Europe.

My wife and 1 retired lo Victoria three
vears ago, after visiting for four winters,
and must say we enjoy our living here very
much.

Our aiece and her husband, Mre. and
Mrs. Mel McCullough a3 you no doubt know
are still living on the part of the farm
retained and I still can recall the old home
ns it was bétore the addition was built some

lime ago.
With sincerest greetings to the residents

0f Acton.

Sincerely,

Mr. and Mrs. J. Kerr Brown,
Suite 401, 905 Burdel! Avenue,
Victoria, B.C.
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by bill smiley

i fight, sod comoe ont swinging ot the bell.
These are olten elecled by acclaomnlion,
Becnuse they seare off potenlinlly excellent
candidates who don't want to heesime in-
volved in o verhal donny-brook.

Bul behind all the smoke of municipal

- elections, there is, In moyt eases, very Hitle

fire. Occastonnlly, there is o stand-up
shigging maoteh in which  porsonalities,
mcd, and other sach ftems ore slung ahoat
will reckless abandon, while the public
looks on with glee.

As n rale, however, the people elected
nre chosen for publie office nol beeause
they are Bonest, leartess erusaders for the
tuxpayer, but hecaude they are not quile as

bad as the allernntives who are running for
the Job.

Many a man, or woman, has been
clected beenuse nobody else wanted the
dirty job. And many o strong nnd eapable
catidate has bheen defeated for these very
qualities. He has trod on loomany toes in an
¢flort to get somo action. - TP
w1 : o ; 9T

AMore and more women are running for
various munscipal offices, which [s o very
good thing Indeed. Women can be quite
rilldess when WL comes Lo gelting things
done, and are much leas apt to sit arouwd
and tieker or gossip, when on a eomimitiee,
thun are men,

Then there is o certain Inathsome t:.rl'n-
who wints (o be elected so thot e or she

can go o meelings, They usvally bave a

retten home life. They love meetings. They

OUR READERS

the mood this week while passing through the pretty

adore  points of  order,  sdilenda,  and
anmendments ta the moliom. They make a
hrive show of voting agninst all motions
excepl thelr owen, which are uswatly so silly,
they are abnesl never pnssed.

‘Ihen there nre the strang, silont l}’{HPH.
Yhey are often elected heeause  thedr
alrenglh and silepce wre vegarded as depth
al wisdom, when Lhey are really  Just
stupldity. These peaple say, at meelings,
“Weell, [y ol st ng b assderstonet ol the
ins-and outs of this heee thing, but Pl go
alemp witle the majoriy "

Lven o Vgt Jj{*ﬂ]]h*-- 8 aned 1o
yoenr alds - are getting Into the act. 1'm not
tony hivppy athol This, From what 've seon
af this nge gronp, including my own klds,
tdon't partieutarly  want them to hove
anylhing 1o do with sapending my muoney,

And of course there are o fow people,
very lew, who ave inlerested in oo _sup-
plemend o thedr imeanie. [Us surprising how
mnnch i town ecouneillor drags down in these
inllutionary times,

Thal's why  got info the husiness, Oh,
ves, 1 was on town coimeil for lwa years,
Unopposed. Acelamalion, With twe or.
Lrogies nndd Pwao Kids, that $75 0 year pay oy
couneillor looked mighly good, '

[oach year, 1 had o moment ol ferror
when the commitlees were befog struek. |
wits it o panie i eate Lhey pol me on the
P'ublie Works Commibtleo, | disln't know o
pol-bole Teom o caleh-Basin

o After, two years, T resigned owing te o
eoufllet of inlerdst, | was interested in heing

g gnnd eouneillor. My wife wos interested in

hoaving e bome ot beast one evening &
week. As in most of our conflicts, she won,

I elosing, [ salute all the people | -

haven't mentioned in thiy column:  the
dedicated, hard-working, sell-sacrificing
people who woere elected 1o affice and have
Lo puat up Tor thoe pext year with the whining
and grumbling of the rest of us, flang in
there, We need you

WRITE:

Disappearance of rural area

Degar Sir:

According to recent press reports the
develepment of the Halton Hills region may
be retarded because of - as [ understand it -
an insufficient existing number of municipal
waler malns in the area.

As usual, “development” is to be under-
slood as the cﬂverrng of the land with
houses, schools, shopping centres, parking
lots, the whole spectrum of suburbian
achievements, Indications that we may be
spared this wholesale destruction of the
Esquesing countryside can be regarded as
the hest news to reach this area for sume
time, particularly in view of the bankruptey
of the muech-heralded “Toronto-Centred
Regional Plan™, which would have given us
some measure of protection.

Yet, Incredible as it may seem, there are
voices in the councils of the northern reglon
protesting the lack of “development™ for
this arca, naively defending the completely
discredited notion that more houses, more
people, mord acres covered in asphalt will
lower the individual tax burden or - as tbe

somewhat poetic saying goes

Stock Ihnn

- achieve
social equity. There are those whao plead {or

w continuing conversion of 2 percent of the
vuritl area to residential, a plan that, o
followed, would almaost guarantee clernal
bliss for everyone.

A conversion al this rale would see the
eomplete disappearance of the rural area in
5 years, obviously in the opinion of some
ecouncillors a destreable state of affairs.
Perhaps it should be suggested then, that we
make 4 concerted effort and gel the bull-
dozers really going on § percent, or better
still 10 percent of the arca per year, so that
the satisfying condition of Living in Suburbia
may be enjoyed in our own lifetime, and not
only in that of our children.

Personally, 1 resent heing represented in
the municipal council by a mentality dating
from the ageof the dinnsaurs. T expect of my

councillors to prﬂﬁrcss with the limes and ta

protect, rather than to atlempt to destroy
the lund with the governing of which they
have been entrusted.

Charles Hildehrandt

Worries about lake water

Dear Sirs: ‘

I am enclosing an article which appeared
in the Canadian Champion, Milton, Wednes-
day November 6, 1974 re Fairy Lake, Acton,

1 was most concerned after reading this
article as my family has camped at Small-
wood Acres on Fairy Lake from the 24th of
May to Thanksgiving for the past nine years
using the loke for swimming, fishing and
boating. If the water is of such poor quality
fish would not survive what about children!
I have always been led to believe the water
was tested yearly and found to have no algae
whalsoever and to be one of the cleanest
bodies of water around.

During this past summer Mr. George
Bain was interviewed and photograp
taken re this matter-in an attempt to get
some action in cleaning up the mess in Fairy
Lake. All to no avail. Perhaps il you were Lo
publish said article you might stlc the
powers to be up a little.

1 would appreciate anything you ¢can do
in this matter as another season is just
arcund the comner and it would be nice to
know if the waler will be sale for children to

swim in. T would also he interested in your
comments on this article.

«Mrs. L. P Ashton,
162 Van Dusen Blvd.,
“Toronto 18, Ontario.

; A8Z IH3

+ o+

tMrs. Ashlon refers to two sentences in
the Champion, a resume of a full reporl of 2

Halton Hills council meeting in the Acton

Free Press of Oct. 30,
The water is of course lested regularly or

swimming would not be permitted. Beard- .

mare also tests regularly since the water is
used in its tannery operations, .

Beardmore chemist John Greifencder
explained at length how pickerel cannol
survive in the slow waters here, while pike
and bass do very well.

Mr. Bain's complaint was of the over-
Juxurious growlh of weeds rather than
quality of water. _

Copics of relevant arlicles in lhe Free
Press are being sent to Mrs. Ashton in the
hope she and her family will return with
cotffidence to camp here.)

The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

‘Taken from an issue of the
Free Presa December 9, 1054
Four children were christened at Acton
Unitedd church on Sunday morning, Gall
Naoreen Douglas, Jane Aane Lamb and twin

| boys Dougins™Victor und Donald Roberl

Masters. The church wias well fllled for
rervice, eonducted by Hev. E, A, Currey.

Litile dnmage wan reported in o pre-noon

Ituze today nt Thompson Melors, wiiere one
af the workmen smelled “something burn-
ing.”

lnvestigntion In the bosement of the Mill
St bullding found ene corner of the area was
tWazing, fed by cleaning rogs. Couse of the

binge s unknown since the section where the
fire was located 1s at the oppoaile corner to

Hie conl furnace.

NDravws for the Acton Cilizen's Pand and
the Acton Fire Fighters' Assoclatlon were
lighlights of the ¥Wire Fighters' nnnual
dance helid ln the town holl on Friday even-
ing. A good crowd enjoyed dancing to the
Modernaires,

A broken boiler, an Icate contraclor, a
high school wdditlon an unsettled Insurance
elnim and demnnis for lown serviees -- all
Interapersed with varied matters of o lesser
nalure - occupled Acton councll Tuesdoy
evepning when IE met In regular session, de-
layed a tiny due to electlons,

Eegion eribbage team conlineed theie
lengue-topping pla

wilh 19 each, fillowed by ‘Town and TIger
Cinks with 13,

50 years ago

Faken Tram an Isaue of Lhe
Free Press December 11, (024

Thechoir of the Methodist church spent a

tlelightful  evenlng  in Georgetown  last
Thirsday evenlng ns the guests of Mnanr
and Mrs. Kennedy. The bospltality of the
britle nnd groom was unbounded, and all
wwesent {-nﬁayi-tl the o¢casion very much.
(e, M, Cualp, who is himself a vocalist of
erit, aceampaniced the chalp and Jolned the
muslenl progeamme rendered during the
evening., The kindness of the host and
hostess, and also of Mr. and Mrs, John W,
Kennedy, the parents of Major Kennedy,
win f{really n{qnmﬂiutm!.

The concert of the LT 3. Lodlge, No. 390,
Acton, rin Wednesday evening was o suc-
vess. Mr. W, I Held, chairman explained
the work the LT [, were doing for the or-
phan  children Jeft without the care of
parents and thrown on the mercy of the
warld. These children ure brought to the
LT B. Ornnge Home at Richmond Hill and
et the eare of i good bome, are clothed and
well ferd and receive good tralning for their
future. 'I’lu.-f}rn}.{rummu wils given flree. Mr.

dson of Guelph, and Mr. Harry
Highy, of Acton, woere goedd in thelr comic
releelions. Thomns Mochrie and Babcock
plessed the judionee with their mouth organ
selections, Those who look part in inatru.
mental piano numbers and songs were well
rendered,

Mr. Holland, son of Bandmaoster Holland
of Preston, has removed to Acton with hiy
fumily. He bus a good position in the shoe
fictory. Belog anexpert cornetist he Is quite
an acquisition to Acton Cllizen's Band.

/5 years ago

Taken from an ssue of the
Free Preas [Jecember 4, IR

Mr. C. Kleegfer, the present member of
the House of Commons for South Wellinglon
was again nominated as lhe stand-bearer 01
the Conservative party at the convention
held in Guelph tast week. Mr. Kloepler i o
strong man wilh his party in that riding.

Christmas is in tbree weeks, and the best

resent you can give & friend is the Free
yress for 1900, It is one of Canada’s bright-
est and newsiest papers and will make any-
one happy who receives it,

AMr. Thos, B, Atking was taken seriously
ill last week with pneumonia, followed by an
alack of appendicitis, Drs. McDonald -and
Webster performed an operation on Thurs-
tday for Etin relief and ?& Is now slowly
recovering.

AMr. J. H. Matthews and family are evi-
dently destined to remain permanently in
Acton. Twn years ago he arrang to
remove to the North West and sulsequently
decided to stay here. His recent arrange-
ment to remove to Shelbourne has fallen
through and he will continue one of our
esteemed citizens. This. decision will be
agrecable to all.

Acton lost nne of her best cilizens this
week in the removal of Mr. James Clark,
miller. He left on Monday for Cheltenham,
where he has leased the well-known Haynes
-mill on the Credit from Mr. Fred lHaynes.
During his nearly three years' residence m
Acton Mr. Clark has proven himself a very
worthy and useful citizen and has won
general esteem.
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