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SECOND SECTION

Halton sketches Beardmor , founded 1844, ma

tanned here. The building on the left is now the
Acton Industrial building housing various
industries. Not all these structures remain
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THE ACTON harness, strap, bag and belting
teather tannery at Acton is s own in its heyday.
Upp-er and chrome sole leathers were also

FOR1975,VOLVO DIDN'T

ENGINEER A BETTER NAME.
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bucket seats S0 this year the 1440 series
Maybe 1976

becomes the 240 series. It's a logical
Maoyor Tom Hill, a resident of Glen Williams, told council

ropression.
GE“HGETown there was need of a crossing guard or crosswalk at Glen
Williamis school. "'The kids don't even cross at the schmi" he

remarked.
Councillor Mike Armstirong sald Glen Willlums is still
375 Guelph 5t - (Hwy No. 7} — Georgetown
RB17-5235 457-1952

under the ,]urlﬂﬂi.l:llﬂn of the O.P.P. “We are glven to
understand it will be Halton Regional Police territory after
January, 1975,

“Or maybe 1976," commeniced Councillor Ernle Sykes.
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‘19" Portable 26" color

Color TV
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Includes BQ'%: sohd state chassis and
sahid state UMHF tuner, also direct
read VHE/UME channel indicators
The polysiyiene cabinnt 13 1n a wal-
nut grann fimush,

fFentures 100% solid atate chassis
with direct read channel rndicators
The polystyiene cabinet with walnut
gran includes nlelescoping antenna,

100% sohd state chassis, black
matrnx picture tuba. advanced “‘'One
Touch™ celor tunmng. with customatic
tint range lock and castors. Smart
madaerranean console in pecan finish
with decorative hordware.
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Soundesign
STEREO SYSTEM
with 8 TRACK

AM//FM Storeo recoiver
wilh Laift-in 8 track sterea
tape deck. vofume. bal.
ance, bass and treble shde
conttols 4 spesd aulo:
mat¢ .ecorid changer,
witde range speakers,
sterga head, hones and
walnut venear imish
molulg stand wa, *
shepherd type casors,

Soundesign
Battery/Electnc

CASSETTE RECORDER

LT T LT L B eAwe ayelE Tl
Lpuftism poosales aMrc sny § et Bgnd ~g Prawe s g
T A TR BT ST VLR Foogma ™ dos il ma Lol bighie)

COMPARE THIS PRICE

R L LT LT e

—

USE OUR
Tirestone
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We make it easy at
FIrestone siores

MOORE PARK PI.AZA Georgetown 877'5] 19

Beardmore and Co., which
hos alwnys been Acton's
major [ndustry, was founded
In 1844 at Ham Hnn by George
.. DBeardmore and his
younger hrnmnrﬂﬁuﬂr Baoth
men learned the nnnin
business In England, iIn a:i
plant near Liverpool, In

rlnnrshig they bullt the
ﬁﬂl rlone tannery In Conoda
ol Hamilton in 1

A few years later Joneph
Beardmore dled, and after a
serlous fire In the tannery in
1854, in which all stock was
lost, elder brother George
moved to Toronlo where he

. engaged in business as o

leather merchant, He did not
undertake production only on
n small scala in a litle
on the Grand River, unti

bark that we know today were
unheard of.
Mnn milex

This was the period when
farmers were slill clearing
lhe land and virtually every
hemlock tree cul down in the
arca [urnighed bark for the
Aclon lannery. Farmers
came {rom Esquesing and
Nassngaweya, then Erin and
Framesa, until finnlly bark
wis carted to Acton-fram as
far naway as Garpfraxn town.
thls* Just below Owen Sound.

Il wos pot an uncomman
sight durlng the winter In
Acton lo see 25 or 30 sled loads
of hemlock bark eomling into

nnt BT T

nequired a plant in huelP ki o
on [EAN

He continued prm:lu::l
operolicns In
1865 when he
tannery In m:i‘.nn

Tn 1842

ﬂualrl‘:1 until SR
aged n §

The (irst iannery on the site RS L

of the present
[aullities was built In 1842 by

Beardmore BE

Abrahum Nelles who wos QR i
succeeded by Edward and Egtiiis

Henry Smith, who increased
the capacity of the tannery.
Addition

This concern was bought in {8

1852 and

Mclntyre

by Coleman
of Dundas,

the old butiding, and conflned
their operations exclusively
ie the manufacture of smole
leather from Spanish hides,
During their ownershlp the
buildlng was burned down,
urick m%mll!

It afterwards hecame the
property of McGloshen and
Atcheson who carrled on bus-
iness (or seversl years, then
sald it to Sessions, Toby and
('l

After Ii-ing jdle a con
siderable length of time, the
entire properly was pur-
chased by George L. Beard.-
more In June 1865, BMr.
Reardmore Eiuc_ﬂd the
bPiILiIn s in IE::11 1 u{ngcgg E}Eﬂiﬂ
Ol repair an u them
with Ftﬁu most nﬁqndegn tanning
machinery of the time.

Desiboyed in flve

In 1872 the bulldings were
-ty Aire. and ‘through
Beardmore's  delermination
were re-buill and business
was as usual within one year.

The insurance of $17,000 .

covered only a small portion
of the ldss. This time the
bulldings were of stone.

An expansion to  the
Beardmore firm was made {n
the 1880's when a . small
wooden plant was purchased,
also in Acton, which had
previously been used for pro-
ducing cordovan leather. The
purpose of this addition was
to lurn it over to the manu-
facture of harness leather.

In the “*nincties', Beard-
more and Company saw oan
epening for further
development and branched
out into the production of
belting leather in the same
plant.

Carrled an

In 1893, Gearge [.. Beard-
more died and the business
was carricd an by his four
sons. The eldest son W, D,
Heardmore. entered the
business with his inther at the
carl Eﬂ: of 16 vears and
worked his way up until, in
1870, he was admitted into
partnership still a young
man, In May 1915 he died and
brolther Gearge W. Beard-
mare became the senior
pariner.

Hemlock bark which was
nn essential ingredient in the
tanning  business
hecoming harder o secure
each year in the Acton area.
Subslitutes for the hemlock
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e Floral Arrangements
e Wedding Work
e Potted Plants

Order your flowers
for Christmas now!

Owned and
Operated by

was .
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Robertson’s
FLOWER SHOPPL

4 Mill St. E. - Acton

OPENS
'_Thurs.., Dec. 5th

GRACE ROBERTSOH

“"Personal Service to All Orders”

whao ='r_..‘-:'l. :
built o inrﬂu stone addition to

rocesslon,
fenrdmore

lown in one long
headed for the
iannery.

In the course of time the

rowing Beardmore tanner
Fm! used up all the hemloc
bark uvailutde in the sur
r:mn:!!n%tuwnnhlpﬂ Hringing
bark in by train was lound o
double the price belng pald to
farmers. So, onhout B79,
Boardmare's built o tliﬂﬂﬂl‘y‘
al Hrecebridge, In the midst
of the hemlock reglon,

Alter o few Cars'
operation al Bracebrldge the
bark in the surreunding nreea
wis all used up and the
tannery wax under the same

bundlenp ns ol Acton,

About 1906 the Bracebridge
Innm-ry was closed and many
mployees come te Acton.

The Benrdmore interests
included ol one time three
subsidinrles of HBeardmore
nnd Co., the Aclon Tnnning
Co. Ltd,, the Muskokn
benther Co. Lid, and ithe
Beardimore and Co., Lthe
Acten Tanning Co: Lid,, the
Muskokn leother Co, Lid.,
and the Beardmore Belting
Co,, Ltd, The glant operating
under the name Beardmore
and Co., wns devoted o the
production of gole leather;

the Muskokn tlannery at
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DiiI(rINhL BEARDMORE tannery at Hamilton

was built by the late George L. Beardmore, This
plant, wluch was the first .stone tannery in
Canada, still stands although no longer used for
lannming purposes.

George W. Beardmore

A. O, Beardmore

F. N. Beardmare

L andowner protection
promised by Hydro

About 100 Nassagaweya
and Egquesing ared
homeowners were assured
Wednesday they would
receive all ptmuhie protection
when Ontarie Hydro ex-
propriates or negotiates for

their Jand for u 500 kV hydro.

line.

The Omntario cabinel an-
nounced its choice for a final
roule several months ago.
The route is subject to minor
changes as determined by 1he
land compensation beard. It
will cross Miltun on the north
side of Highway 401, cutling
south and east on the east side
of the bullt up seclion.

Manager of Appraisal
IYivision Bob Holley and
Director of Properties for
{Ontario Hydro Neil
AMcMurtiic outlined what
process would be followed to
make sure landowners gol a
fair deal, at a mecling in the
Lions Hall, Campbeliville.

Several points
Among those poinls of-
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Specializing in

ik

ficials made during the
moeeling were the following:

--If a farm is rendered
uneconomical hr the laking,
Hydro will pay lor the whole
farm and try fo sell the
bhalance te the abultling
oMW Iner.

—Owners will be entitled to
the prolections under Lhe

exproplation act,

--It will take until January
1977 before deals are finatized
according to a tentalive
schedule,

--Landowners will be able
to have their own lawyver and

“their own appraiser act for

them and Ontario Hydro will
pick up the cosl as long as
costs are considered
reasonable

—~Hytlro does have to prove
a m:-ﬁi inr the land it takes

.- Hydroe will share in costs .

of  maintaining  fences
separating hydro land from
ahutting farms.

~-Hydro will discourage
building under the line and
will pay replacement value
for any buildings on land
a¢quired

Avaid hardships

Puring  the meeting  of-
ficials said hydro wiil taunch
a three phase program
designed (o lead to acquiring

the land. They said the three

hases were designated as
wing information, enquiries

to determine necessity and |

negotiations.

They claimed there would
be no settiements until the
third phase was rcached
unless there were some cascs
where the siluation was
working a hardship on an
individual.

Il was explained that those
who were settled later often
feel that their settlements
were predicated on the first
few. They mnoted that all

settlementis would be hased:

on market value at the time of
taking.

(ine man said he was

anxings 10 settie. He said he

wis wnable to ix or repair
buildings nr plan for the
future, #ic said he wasn’l
interested in waiting  until
1977 aml geing through the
long arduous provess. He
wanied to seltle now, he said

L

Nothing major .
Many questions were asked
about a hnst of circumslances
and whil sort of com-
nsation individuals would
» enlitled to

Halton East MPP Jim Snow
altended the mecting along
with Milten Mayor Anne
MacArthur and a number of
Milton councillors,

Snow  assisted Ontlario
Hydro officials i fielding
questions from the {loor.
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7@;—1;' » FAMII.Y CLEANER
will NOW
PICK-UP and DELIVER

Monday e Wednesday e Friday

— STORE HOURS -

Monday - Friday

e FAMILY

20 Mill St., E.
Acton

—Baem.-Bp.m, * Saturdey — 8am. - 12 noan

CLEANERS
853-2310

il . munity.
2.3 howting”,

. ing company.

jor industry

pracebridge  manufactured
hemiock sole leather ex-
clusively, while In the plant of
the Acton Tonning Company
harneas and belling leathers
were lnnned, ln n dition to
thrnmﬂ sale, r, Cane,

, slrap, snm.lu ond othsr

1I: leathers.

Thu- Reardmore Belling
{'ﬂmpnni( in Toronto

anufaclured bells from the
I]vrmim:t qu‘pﬂilﬁﬂ hy the Acton

nnning Company.

The maln tonneries at
Acton have n cnmbined (Toor
space of nearly a million
aqunre lect, 'i‘hn Company's
L’nrm and employees’ housens

overed an onres of over 500
ucrl:"l Due to the depression
amd the need to end any
dupllcation of ¢coatly services,
IIM- Toronlo offices of Beard-
more und Company on Fronl
Street were consolidoled with
the Acton offices In
November, 1936. A small
ml'tlvﬂ ollice remained in Lthe
Clly.

¢ Community consclous

Beardmore and Co. have
always been very communily
conscious ungd slways made
provision (or the welfare of
their  employers.  This
refalionship nas always Heen

a compuany trudition, but 1
cannot help note thol a strike

1000 wity held for two weeka
nfler wages were refduced
from $1.25 per doy o $1.10 due
ity poor economic conditlons,

At ane period Acten could
certainly have  been cons
sidered i Beardmore
“Company lown'. As oane
scheme to reduce employees’
living expenses, Beardmore
and Co, bullt homes for thelr
workers and rented them for
$6 to $8 per month. Sixty
houses were built and renled
hy Heardmore's durlng the
carly 1900's.

The Beardmore private
residence known as ficvr:rly
iiouse was located at the
corner of Church and Maria
Streets and i3 now the site of
Biplomat apartments.

Hiecreatfon

Recreatlon facillties have
always bheen provided not
only (n Beardmore em-
ployees, bhut to lhe com-
ennin courls,
déns, a large
akating rink and & club house
were among the recrealional
contributions to the town,.

'The skoling club lmuse

which was on the propert
yeardmore & Co,, at the (oo

of Frederick Street, wlu
granted lease:[ree to the
Acton branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion as their first

. meeting house in 1331,

This was represcentative of
the kindness of Cal. A. ©. T.
Beardmore who served oh
Acton Council for o peried of
time. In 1945 Lthe Legion pur-
chased its former bullding oo
Main Streel directly across
[rem the Dominion Hotel,

(‘entennlal

In 1944 Heardmore & Co,
celebrated its centennial year
with several funclions held
throughout that year. A large

icnic at Acton Park for all
leardmore employees
resulted in a pleasant sur-
prise when each worker was
provided a (inc new leather
coal compliments of Beard-
more & Co.

The highlight of lhe cen
tennial year was a large
dinner at the Royal York
Hotel with many Acton cith
rens in attendance.

Purchosed .

It is tronic that on the hst
day of its one hundredth year
Beardmore & Co. was ;]ur
chased by a large meat pack-
n December
Tt, 19, anada Packers
bought the aszets of Beard-
more & Co.

During 1959 and 1960 the use
af new synthetic materials as
a substitute for hemlock bark
forced another Canada
Packer's holding firm since
1952 to close its operations in
Huntsville, Upwards of 50
employees, and their famil-
jes, from Anglo-Canadian
Tanners were relocated to
Actun as each depariment
closed.

flead (Mllce

The former head office of
Beardmore & Co. is still
standing at 37 Front St. East,
Toronto and was sold in 1972
and has transformed into the
famous Hayviolt Restaurast
next to the St Lawrence
Centre. The building stll
bears the Beardmore name.

The tannery which has
operated in Acton [or almast
110 years under the Beard
more name has brought a
high recognilion to the town.

Reardmore & Co. is not only
one of the largest tanneries In
Canadabut is reputed to h‘“
been the largest tannery in
lhe British Empire.

Plowing

Town workmen have been
sanding and plowing (his
week, working early and late.




