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Why Hallowe’en is spooky!

Children are looking forward to
Hallowe'en with great delight,

But it didn’t used to be that way.
Qur distant ancestors, the Anglo-
Saxons of the Bronze Age, awefully
called it the Feast of the Dead. It
was a solemn occasion indeed, and
the lords and ladies arranged

special feast tables in their.

cavernous great halls for the
spirits who might be out roaming
that night. The finest dishes were
used, with the best of food and
drink.

Amid the autumn winds, some
were certain they heard the

| moaning calls of the dead.

The forces of evil were believed
to be abroad in the fall—the time
that saw the end of growing harvest
and growth,

Later, the Christian Church
found it couldn’t get rid of these old
entrenched belfefs. And so it

adapted, and the feast of the dead

became All Saints’ Eve, followed
on Nov. 1 by All Saints Day.

And now it's a time for frolic,
fun, food—and UNICEF.

With, still, a little of that ancient
(tavor of mystery and fear.,

Outdated news no good

Question: Is it really impossible
to keep the Chamber of Commerce
community bulletin board up-to-
date? Couldn't one of the
walkathon participants have
walked over and taken down the
lettering advertising their walk, as
soon as possible?

It’s depressing to see the same
old outdated event pronounced on
Mill St. day after day.

Centennial weekend was
recorded for weeks afterward, to
be replaced by the junior band
concert which was listed, also, for
weeks after the event. '

. And now the walkathon..

surely a Chamber of Commerce
member could be responsible for
Keeping the new sign relevant,
Better to put up “Merry Christ-
mas' and forget the whole thing!

From Ballinafad to Acton

Why the Ballinafad
correspondent wasn't in the Free
Press last week is a maltter for
some mystery. It was mailed
Friday morning at Ballinafad, in
lime for the pick-up there.

Free Press mail was picked up at
Acton post office at 830 a.m.
Wednesday morning, and it wasn't
there then. By noon, it had arrived
and was picked up in the Free
Press box. {If we had had house-to-
house delivery, we would have
received it a day later.) ..

" Five days [rom Ballinafad to
Acton—a distance you can walk in
an hour? -

No wonder Mrs. Shortill usually |

sends her news in to town with a
relative. No wonder we've made
arrangements tohave a Free Press
staff member pick it up every week
from now on.

From Ballinafad, the mail goes
to Kitchener. From there it would
go to Toronto normally, aithough
thetime it arrived last week makes
postmaster McKeown expect the
usual route didn't prevail that day.,

This is the new distribution
system which sends much mail

_destined for Acton to Georgetown

first, holding.it up a day. . .

Mr. McKeown admits to “‘bugs”
and says meetings have been held
to talk over problems.

They’'ve got problems all right,

Of this and that

Many people have expressed
strong opinions lately--about
regional government in particular.,
But alsuo about once-a-week gar-
bage collection, postal delays.
recreation, and what-have-you
How about sharing these concerns
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with others, and letting everyone
know what the predominant
feelings on such subjects are.

The way we suggest is through a

letter to the editor. Short, plain ant
signed!

OUR READERS WRITE:

Who shot family pet?

3 Park Ave
. . Acton, Ont,

Oct 23,1974
The Eaditor

Deay Sir;

On Wed, Oct. 2Xrd in the Lite afternoon
or early evemog our cat, o family pet of
four vears, was shol wilh & pellel gun of
suine bype. She was serious]y injured and as
vel has not died.

We are very conecerned about  this
matter feon several points of view. We are
concerncd nbout such cruel treatment of an
animal as harmibess as a household cat, We
dre concemmned about the Kind of community
that such an nadent suggests we may be
Biving i And muost important of all, we are

concerned for the welfare of our children
and ourselves who could just have casily
been the victims and lost an eve or same-

thing.

We consider pellet guns ta be extremely

ursafe!

If this incident was caused by a tchild
cilher by uceident or on ;mrl')ﬂsrr, we hope
help him to

understand the dangers and that steps will

thal the child's parents wii

b laken to prevent such happenings from

occurring. I this incident is the result of an
older person’s hehavior we appeal to that
person 1o put the gun awav ar use it for

targel practice only and in a safe place.
Finally, we hope our pet does not die as a
result of this incident”

Yours truly,
Bruce Brillinger.

Is Acton to lose its identity?

The Globe Cenlre Ine.,

| 50 Bank Street,
Oftawa, Ont., K18 5G4

Thanks very much for sending ine the two
cditions of your paper which | received last
Monday. Especially the centennial number
of June 26 which 1 have theroughly en iﬂ}'cd.

some of the pictures in it were taken during.

My time as a resident of Acton and they
revived many long forgatien but pleasant
memorics of places and fuees, 1 knew su
well a5 2 boy and teen-ager From it [ also
learned some history of the tawn before 1903
when my family moved to Acton. By the
way, 1 think the town owes a lot to My, AT,
Brown.

But. tellme s Acton tolose its identity in a
new lawn to be called Halton Hifls? | hope
not. In addition to a century of history
behind it the name, Acton, is so concise and
dmtinﬂl‘rr the present citizens of the town
shouldo’s accepl a clianpe in name without a

plebiscite at least. -

In vour article reparding Frank M.

Intosh’s me<dals, it might have been well to
have included the information Frank ran
fourth in the 100 vd. dash and second in the
20 yd dash that year (1904), both events
being won by Bobby (not Robb) Kerr. who
could get off the mark very quickly. At top
speed “Skinny™ could recover some of the
early loss of vardage; hence his belter
showing at the longer distance (220 yd.) |
ddded the note about the winner (Robby
Kerr), who lived in Hamilton [ believe, for
the education of all your vounyg readers.

[ would also %ike ¢ correct @
Iypographical error in my late sister Erie's
married name which is singular. Butcher,
nat Butchers.

Again thanking you for vour thought.
fulness in sending me the com limentary
copics of your excellent publication. [ am,

Yours very truly,
Wm. E. White
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g Leaf me alone, Oh, leaf me alone . . . .

H & Y

AUTUMN'S DELIGHT ...the crunch and crackle of a
heap of sweet-smelling leaves. These youngsters built

their leaf mountain in a safe corner at the park. They

Sug;r and Spice

IU's a fine, nay, a beautiful October day,

and I have o fine, nay, a beautiful feeling

inside me. I've spent a weekend with my

grandbabby. The experience was enough to

make me feel that the daily grind, which

seems to get grindier and grindier, might
be warthwhile after all. '

The Jews have a saying, in one of their
hooks, that killing a man is a terrible thing,
because you are not only killing him, bul
the sons he might have and Lhe sons they
might haveand soon and on. 1 think thisis o
fine thought,

This would apply equally to killing a wo-
man, though the E]?d(:l(‘lestament JOws were

not exactly sold on Women's Lib.

If T had been killed in the war, and there
was o good chance | would be, that grand-
hab would not exist, and the whole world
would be poorer. I'm not kidding.

The existence of so much delight and

charm and laughter and love, all wrapped
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by bill smiley

up it one perfectly formed nine-month otd
creation, restores my faith, which at times
becomes a little tattered arcund the edges,

it (zodd.

Man alene, with all his gifts, could never
devise the shine in that child's eyes, the
mischievous two-tooth grin, ihe sinuosity of
muscle, the incredible endurance.

The urchin is living proof to me that hu-
mans bave a soul, a will, a spirit. Techno-
logy can put together a computer, but it
can't-begin lo creale, or even imilate, the
glory that is a baby.

I can imagine man devising a machine
which could reproduce the sonorous lines of
Milton, the fantastic fancy of Shakespeate.
but there would always be something mis-

sing.,

Compulers are clean things. They don't
have to go to the bathroom. They don't have
under-arm prohlems. No corns or constipa-

Evils caused by liquor

ear Sir:

I have just read in a grand old
newspaper, a statement which I wish could
nt be verified, The paper says in large
Brewing Co. may
spend more than 164 million dollars on
expansion,””
~ Thatmeans they are likely to spread out
mevery direction, to every haole and corner,
where liquor sales are nolt at present
aliowed. Hockwood is one of thase corners,

Since Laocal Option was voted for by our
citizens some years ogo, liquor has not been
sold here. And do you know why they voted
liquor oul? Because of the evil it had
caused. People felt sorry for the wife and
famaly of a man who centinuted to drink

heavily until hiz home was gone, lost to
bguor addiction. Was there punishment?
Uh ne, quor companies are 1mmune.

Another lamily whose lovely children
were  alse my  pupils,
drunkenness too. Alter much patience from
hus employer, the father was finally fired.
Thwre was no "Welfare' then, and the
children were all small. Oh, how they
suf fered! i

Do you want more examples? 1 can give
them.

Yours truly,
Millicent Milcoy,

Rockwood, Ont.

Consider your fur coat

Dear Sir:

Anyone who Purchmes a fur coat or a
coat with fur trim must accept some res-
l:punﬂihiliw [or causing unnecessary suf-

ering to the animals whose pelt he or she is
Wwoaring,

in Canada millions of animals die in
agony because of the demand for fur. Fur
bearing animals in other countries suffer a
similar fate.

for example in a small country such as
Thailand the etter has now almost dis-
appeared because of trappers’ activities.

1t takes the skins of no leas than 40 olters
to make one fur coat. These superb, at-
tractive onimals have been sacrificed in Lhe
tens of thousands simply to meet the
demand of ple in countries such ps
Canada for fur coals.

| hope everyone who (cels the need to
wear fur will, before purchasing a coat,
first demand proof that the (ur of the coat is
either synthetic or, at the very worst, the
fur ts obtained from ranch asnimals.

T I Hughes,
Execulive Vice-President
Ontaric Humane Society.,

More letters to the Editor on page B3

sulfered from

are Cindy Brouillard, Bobby Brouillard, Allen Bennett
and Doug Bennett,
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tion, arthritis or acne, piles or pimples. But
something is missing. Soul? Maybe.

I'm not teving to foist upon you the ldea
that my grandson is perfect, or a genius,
even though he is. I'm merely trving to re-
mind you, if you have grandchildren, of
what & joy they are, and if you now have
naly rollen kids, you have it precious exper-
lence in store for your nether years.

My grandbab s not the most beautiful
child in the world. He'd probably come in
second, or even third, in an internatinnal
Beautiluf Baby contest.

And he's not the smartest. 1 discovered
this last summer, at the beach. He'd sit
there, siark naked, pick up 4 handful of
sand, and pour it over his left car. Never his
right. It was a lot of trouble, getting that
sand out of his ear. And he liked to eat sand,
was delighted if be got o handful with a
stone in it, for chewing.

But he's got his grandfather's genes,
which make him intelligent, charming, loy-
able, and pretty well all round perfect, as |
point oul to my wile.

Unfortunately, he has his mother's
jeans, as well, Which make him bad-
tempered when crossed, make him knock
over anything that's over-knockable. But
also give him eyes like two huge dark
grapes, a sense of humor, and a smile like a
Christmas tree when the bights hive just
been plugged in,

| have no trouble coping with him, when
he spends a visit, All T do 15 make sure Uve
had twelve hours sleep for the three nights
hefore he arrives, do extensive calisthenics
and some iogging for three days before he
arrives. Then I'm ready for Super-liabe.

His parents are no problem. His mother
is satisfied with a hug, a Kiss, and a cheque.
His father is satlisfied with a fall refrigera-
tor, which he opens and starts rubbing his
stomach one minute after we've shaken
hands.

They disappear, and 1 have the kid on
my lap. For about eight seconds. Then he
gives i lurch, & twist, and he's down, erawl-
ing at about forty miles an hour straight in-
to the fireplace

Luckily, I'm prepared. The andirons are
atl locked away, except the broom, which
he uses to comb his hair and bang his fare-
head. Evervthing breakable, reachuable or
fragile is locked in the vestibule.

I toss o chess set on the {loor Terrific.
He picks up a rook, crawls to the collee
table, so carefully waxed and polished, and
proceeds to scrawl graffin on its shining
surface. My wife lnoks on in horror. *What
the hell. You can't take @ with vou,” I offer,

I doa lot of other wrong things. [ take off
his wet diaper and let him crawl around on
the Indian rug, bare bum. | sing to him bar-
rack-room songs that would curdle the
blood. 1 let him chew my fingers. [ let him
pull the cat’s tail, '

And finally, after three hours of straight
action, [ pull him up on my knee, hum an
original Iullaby which goes '‘Doo-
dterpdu-updrc-dmdue-{iuu,“ arid he goes to
sleep.

Asleep, he's the utter innocent. Garden
of Eden. Solt and warm. No hypocrisy, no
ilying, no violence, no evil. 1t's beautiful,
Even though I'm so stiff T can't get out of
my chair three hours later when his parents
get home {rom the movies,,
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The Free Press
Back Issues

20 years ago

Taken from the [asue of the Free Press
(dctoher 28, 1954,

An Actim Chamber of Commerce came
inta oflicint belng Wednesday evening when
a5 local men representing commercial,
industrinl and professional interests
gathered ut a dinner meeling to adopt a
constitulion ond endorse Dr. |, G, Oakes
veteran of wide experience in municipni
besclier o Lhe lirst president.

[3r. OQakes, former mayor of the town
and currently chnirman of the.P.1) (. was
the  wvaunimous choice of the initial
Chamber membership when he was ac-
corded  an acelumatlon lo the office,
Theron Jones clected to withdraw his name
in favor of Dr. Onkes afler.he was
nominated from the floor.

Hrurm* atiendance at Monday night's
public meceting in the schoal suditorium did
noi deter achievement of the aims of the
gathering, to form a committee and clarify
arrnngements to channel Acton and district
donations 1o the Ontario Hurricane Reliefl
Frunid.

€i. A. Inlls, chairman and Ken Knox,
secretary-treasurer, were named officials
to make arrangements for funds eolleeted
here, to go forward to the pravineind fund,

Friday alternoan, Oclober 22, members
of the Acton Fire Deparlment supervised
fire ddrills andd held inspections of schoals in
the ruril Acton fire aren and in town,

The firemen, wearing their uniforms
went to 1 schools in Esquesing, Nossa-
tzuwcyﬂ anid Erin tivwnships and the Acton

igh scheol and public seheol.

50 years ago

Taken from the [ssue of the Free FPress
(claber 30, 1924,

For the sixth time the electors of the
i’)rcwmpe of Ontario have said emphatically
¥y their vetes: “No more legalized sale of
intoxicating liquor within our borders."’
The Government Sale propaganda was not
popular. The sophistries and camouflage of
the campaign were too Lhinly disguised not
to be understond by the humblest voter,
who desired (o stand for a sober province,
and the elimination of temptation for the
weak or unwary.

O Sunday forenoan Mr. A, J. Murray of
Cloverdale Farm, had nceasion to visit his
furm on the first line, where he discovered
a gang of hunters, with hounds and a motor
car, hunting in the swamp there. He pre-
emptorily ordered them off his premises,
and they decamped in a rather ugly mood.

[est week 1wo of the theee thieves who
effected an entrance to the Georgetown
Creamery on the night of Acton Farwr, and
stode 21 boxes of butler were sentenced to
Burwash Heformatory. The information
has been given by one of their number, who
turned King's evidenee und was let off on
suspended sentence, that the trio, with their
truck. did come to Acton, About cleven
o'clock that night they went tn the Acton
Creamery, untocked the door with the
purpose of loading up from Mr. (Y'Neil's
stock.

75 years agb

Taken Irom the Issueof the Free Press,
{Ictoberdt, 1499

While threshing on the farm of Mr.
~Maleolm  McPherson, lot 13, can. 5,
Exsquesing, tast Thursday afternoon, Robt.
Swackhamer, son of David Swackhamer,
the well-known thresher, met with an ac-
cident which narrowly escaped being fatal;
indeed the voung man is stilt in o precarious
condition, Shortly after starting the
nachine, after dinner, the belt which runa
the beaters slipped off and youn
Swackhamer ran to replace the bell, wit
the machine in motion. In some way the
shirt-sleeve of the right arm was caught in
the pulley amd he was thrown with great
force against the drive wheel. His head
came in contact with the wheel. His head
and his skull was Iractured and the flesh
badly lacerated, requiring a number of
stitehes. The arm was fractured in two
places and the shoulder so much injured
that o dozen stilches were necessary. It at
first was thought that recovery was im-
possihle but the young man has a splendid
constitutivn and his vouthful viger is much
in his favor, '

Last Friday. Mr. John McLean, farmer
of Erin, raiscd suceessfully the new bank
barn bhe had just framed for Mr itobert
Smith, lot 20, con. 6. Nassagaweya. Every-
thing wenl together without a hitch, and the
onlook ers were delighted with this safe and
tggenious method of raising Only three
men were required in addition to the
framers to handle the fromework of the
barn which s #xi0 feet,
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