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A BEAUTIFUL DQOR enhances one of Acton's earliest residences and

Cornelis Snoek is pleased when visitors push open
hospitality of their Main St. N. h

the door to enjoy

OITie.
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103-year-old home

given new interior

Imagination &nd energy
have been pooled tegether to

anserw: aneof Acton's aldest.

omea so that, in ita present
state, it should be able to
stand long enough to at least
double its vintage 103 years.

Fifty-five Main St. N, is the
nddress of the house now
owned by Cornelis and
Manaika Synmk which has
served (amilles in Acton
dating back to the mid 1200's
when populatlon waa  leas
than a few hundred people.
Farly accounts of Acton his-
tary shows the lol on which
the house 15 bullt was sold in
1857 by Rufus and Maria
Adamz to Malcolm Kennedy
for the aum of 12 pounds, 10
shillings. It iz bolieved they
were the orlginal bulldera of
the Main St residence,

In 1004 the house was sold
for $800 by Thomas Kennedy,
Ellzabeth Cralne, Catharine
Smythe and Ella May
Prentice Lo Bridget O'Brien.
There has been o history of
large familles In the won-
derful old rubble stone home.
According te Mrs. G e
Fryer, previous owner of the
house, e¢ight children com-
prised the O'Brien family and
they were well accommo-
Hated in the elght-roomed
dwelling.

Converted to house more
than one family, the rugged
home has withstood many
minor changes. Additions
have been added and sub-
tracled but outside appear-
ance of the house has
remalned much the same.

From owner to owner, the

~ old bullding has had its ups

and downs with cverything
from purchase for
speculation to purchase by

te who simply felt the old
residence wns worthy of
ownership.

When the George Fryers
took over the building {n 1852,
they look with them two
children Jeff and Shirley.
They rl out two rooms,
added two bathrooms, one

B upstairs, one down, and pro-

ceeded to divide the house
into two separate units, on
upper and lower apartment.
For 22 years Mr. and Mrs,
Fryer lived at thelr Main St.
address. Last year, after her
husband’s death, Mrs. Fryer
sald her home and maved into
her present Church St. apart-
méent.

Purchase of the hguse by
new owners, the Cornelis
Snocks, was in February, '73.

It was fust one more step in
the story of initiatlve and
courage of Lhe Dutch-

| Canadlan immigrants who,

RELAXING IS EASY in the Cornelis Snoek home on Main St. N. He reads
a book while sitting near the large glass window-door which opens out to

a stone patio and garden.

Drag strip
may close

Coumreillor Roy Booth told
Haltap Hills commitee of the
wiale council there 15 nothing
the lown can do-ryght pow
abou! nome at the drag steis
unless they violate the b
iaw

He said &t the Mondey night
theelthg ltha! admienusiration
committee had nformed
Linga Craig. 5 resident of the
arez who compluined abowt
the noise, tha! council was

with two small children,
arrived in Canada 17 years
ago with nothing more than
$104 in their wallet and the
clothes they wore on their

Mr. Snoek telis an amazing
tole of nrrhring in Acton via
train at 2 o'clock In the
morming, “tired llke a dog
after 24 hours trnveltinﬁ.
Leaving Holland he and his
family had flown to Montreal,
token the train to Toronto,
then four hours later took
another on. to Acton. They
then called & taxi and gave
the driver an R.R. 2, Acton
address

On arrival in Capada, the
couple could no! speak one
word of Engoish. Thelr only
contact was Mra. Snoek's
aunt, Mrs. Marled DeVrics,
whoze address had been sent
to them written as R.R. 2,
Acton, which turned out to be
a farm at Ospringe. Worn and
tired from travelling, the
couple can still remember
thelr relief when the driver
finally got instructions on
how lo find thelr relative's
nddress,

From there for Cornelia it
was working on a farm. In
Holland he had been em-

loyed in the business of
eather goads maonufacturing
of harnesses and luggoge,
ete. But there was nothing for
the” leather crafllsman’s
specinlized interest around
Acton, and for some time he
worked as a hand on turnip,
mixed and tobacce foarms,
“anything to make mnuﬂh
maoney to keep golng,” he
said. As his ran uvage dif-
fleulty lessened Mr. Snock
tells of working with Ontario
Steel in Millon for three
vears, then to Micro, Ajax,
and {inally American Motors
where he was utility man In
the car-seat department.

They soon came to Acton
and went Into partnershlp on
a BP gas sltation and car
wash. A snack bar was Incor-
porated into the business with
the ambitious Mrs. Snoek
managing the shop. The
family then moved from 52
Victoria Ave. residence to a
house located near the car
wash. '

As business progressed the
industrious couple bought out
a partner and Mr. Snoeck left
his job with American Motors
to concern himselfl only with
his Acton business. From
there It's been a nz:ry of pro-
gress wilh the couple sceing
need of a second layndromat
in town and installing one
when the plaza was  built

south of the corner of Main
and Mill St,

Due to health problems, the
car-wash and, spack bar
became f{oo .much for
proprietress, Mrs. Snoek, and
the decision was made to
lease the business and pur-
chase a house nearer the
laundromat on Main St. And
so it was they found the home
they'd always wanted. The
Fryer home was up for sale
and, with its ideal location,

b, '-'-;1.'-;"1 A i
o
s N ey

e L
F i i e F
P L R T

LT

the Snoeks purchaned the
Fm by as Lwo 1nare awners
n the Iong linw of tormer
reaidents.

Secrel of the couple's
success hax, anthey Wity TRUT
working logether. * \‘W'un
waorked logother all our
married e nnd it s renily no
secrel bul a fact,” ihey may
happiy. from stem to slern
the Snocks applled  thelp

hilosophy to thelr Maln St
FJ. home, They hnve literally

wted the inslde of the houwe
o replnee it with another one
inside, utllizing the mar
vellous 24-Inch thick rubhle.
stone walls., The hause linns
changed from s no-haremenl
house to ane with o four foot
“dug-by-hond™ erawl spaee,
The floors are pow maore snolld
and the area beaeath the fiesl
Ooor lends (taell (o canier
facitity repairlng. Whad wan
cight rooms Delore (8 pow
feven plua o furnnce room
with o lorge downstobrs
modern Kitchen-dining room
done in e"nrlly Cunnelinnn
n large living room which
extends the length of the
house. The frant stalrense has
heen replaced by one ol the
back which leads to four hed-
rooms and bouthroom on the
secondd floor,

Upstalrs dormer windows
have been glorified and ore
deeper thon before to In-
corporate the distonee from
the new walls to the outer
windaw cdges, Downstairs, o
window fnclng the garden hox
been converled into a shiding
glans door-windeaw which
apenas o o palio outslde.

What the Snocks have done
I8 rebuild as opposed to re-
store. They have taken ad-
vantage of the solidity of the

a8t and converied it Into a

ome of the present which
will lpst for many years intn
the Mature. 1t's nol a new idea
in what ¢an he done with ol
houses hut il's one which the

resent owners are enjoying
mmensely. Part of the old
has heen adapted with the
new, with modem  heating
units providing adequate
warmth alang with ather up-
to-date facilities.

The Ernj-:-r:t which hegan
last Feb. 18 is altnost com-

“pleted. Daily the Snoeks are

able to walk to their Taundro-
mat and check on its running
order. In between-times, they
enjoy the luxury of semi.
retirement in their lovely new
home which, they say, “We
hope will be our final one.”
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MAAIKE SNOFKK enjoys waorking in  her
Colonlal-t
designed. The kitchen-dinlng room ndugts iteelf
well to the general deeor of the homa, tewer
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FIRE PREVENTION WEER

' SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12th |

E.ﬂ#'tm. to 3.00 p.m..

* For Free Routine Fire Prevention Inspection
Contact Fire Chief Mick Holmes at
877-5185, Ext. 53 or at Home 853-0636

* For Heart Decals for Invalids’ Windows

Contact Chief Holmes

MAKE EVERY WEEK FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

IN YOUR HOME, STORE OR OFFICE

Halton Hills Fire Dept.

'FOLLOW the (¥, &
(. UEr e

sekE o REL G Y M AR AR AT YOLE T RL ICAT

"LUCKY PUCK FEATURE™
(ALL-PURPOSE)

Monarch
Flour

2 75¢

'Bﬁlﬁﬂiﬂciﬂﬁﬂnﬂﬂilﬂﬂ
018 - i
Pineapple « 43
Hcﬂl[lﬁﬁ's

om . B¢
Flakes ™ 93

WED. THRU SAT OCT. 9,19 11,12
CULIRELL TR E R, T A T T

aware of the probiem ium
under existing regulutions
there wat nothing tfw}- Could
go ubout it. The drag wirip hes
ool violated the byvlaw There
v o possiblilily that & new
anti-nuise by-law will be
engcled sometime n the
Tyt ure.

Do vou meno . that the
poople will hpve 10 five with
the noise forever”" wonllered
Counciller FPat MoKecre

Councillor Leu Coxe told
the meeting that might oot be
the cuse. “They closed it
dGown prematurely this yvear
"and may not even want to
operate next year,” he sad.

The owners of the race
track would like 1o "build

estale homes on the property,
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Acting mayor Ern Hyde
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available whare you bank or invest,
Cello Carruts 3241 Cheese Slices - 41,97
Quality, Service and Value, all at IGA
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FROZEN FANCY

Green Giant
Peas  /19°

] October Cheese Festival
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Cheese Spread & 95¢
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NewCanadaSavingsBondsareagreat
combination of security, income and
flexibility. They're a secure investment,
backed by all the resources of Canada.
They pay 9%.% a year, guaranteed to you

- .year after year for 3 years.

Canada Savings Bonds can be bought
for cash or on installments wherever
you bank or imvest; in amounts trom $50
up to $50,000. And, as always, they are

cashable anytime at their full face valua
plus parned intarest. Buy New Canada

asked if Acton policy where

residents sh the cost and

planted trees on their own

" property, would be continued.

Hyde said that policy would

be included in the study to be
done by the engineer.

“Does this mean past

E:ucim such as Georgetowm

_ d for lree planting on all

- roeds will be wiped out™

saked Counciilor Ernle

- Councillor Len Coxe sald a o M AR R R

. for both Acton and
would be set.

[




