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Booths, displays in arena brought crowds
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4-H entries at Acton fair Saturday afternoon were excellent
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I've just finished a book called “‘Ten
Lost. Yeara™. In my opinion, it should be
required reading for every Canadlan under
twenty-five, and pleasant, if occasionally
bitler reading, for everyone over {ilty. The

rest are tpoold to care, and too late to save.

With another depression coming up, and
remember, you read It here, it might serve
as some sort of survival chort foc the young
people heading into the next depression,
and a justiflcation for the clder people, who
are no hymie about such things aa electric
lights that aren’t turned off, food scraps
that are thrown out, and clothing that is
perfectly good but ten yoars out of style.

It's impesaible to tell youn le about
your own experiences in the Greal Depres-
ston. And it deserves the capital lelters.

When you try to tell the rising generation
about your own Depression experiences,
they merely groan, roll thelr cyes, and
think, “Yuk. Here goes Dad, or Grangad,
ogain, whining about what hard times are
veally like. What a drag!”

That'a why the young people should read
the book. They simply can't reallze, as they
scolf their two-bits worth of french fries,

that grown men worked ten hours a day for -

that same two-bits, during the Depreasion.

They can't realize, as they shoot a
quarter into the EJ&) machine (or 3 Coke
(capital C) to wash down their {rench {ries,
that if you took out a girl during the
Depression, and had a quarter in your
pocket, you were rich. -

According to the book, the hardest hit-
areas were the Prairic Provinces, the
Maritimes and Quebec. Ontario and B.C.
were the only provinces in those days which
weren't in really desperate condition, and
they were bad enough.

This {3 a very credible book, to anyane
who lived through those Ten Lost Years,
The puthor went out with a tape recorder
and interviewed hundreds of people who
went h them. The results are funny,
tragic, and extremely Canadian. It could
never be misunderstood as a British or
American book, though these countries
suffered equally.

Canadians then, in thelr pawkish,
stubborn and often stupid pride, would go to
almoat any lengths to aveid “going on
relief.” ‘This was almost a sin, and always a
last resort. And “rellef” could be ten or
twelve dollars a month, for a family. A
nickel had to do the work of n dollar,

After three years of drought and grass-
hoppers, many prairie farmers {'Latmwalked
away and left e 4 and
maci] . The average cash income from
farmers ln the Mnﬂ&m, {ncluding the
wealthy ones, was something like 40 dollars
a year. What a modern kid {rom a middle-

‘claas {amily would spend in a month on
clothes and treals. People died, not of star-
valion, but of malnutrition.

Oh, I remember! [ was only a kid at the
time, i:rul I remember, 1t all happened sort
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of gradually. My father was a foirly pros-
perous merchant, but he was too kindly a
man, bless him, to crunch people who were
hard up, He gave them credit. He lost his
business, He had too much money on the
books, and not enough in the till to meet the
mortgage.

Stunned, in his late forties with live kida,
he sank into depression. There were no jobs
for anyone, let alone middle-aged men. My
mother teok over.

She took in boarders. In the summer, we
rented rooms to tourists. A ¢lean bed and a
huge breakfast for $1.50. She sold home-
made baking. She was an Avon lady, And
we went inexorably into debl: the but-
cher's, the grocer's, the coal man. But
there was no way WE were going to g6 on
reliel. It was shameful.

Somehow, we staggered through. My
older brother got 2 job In the bank At six
dollars o week. My sister got a job in a store
at eight dollars a week. They kicked most of
it back to my mum. That was the deal in
those days, everybody pulling together, But
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It was mighty hard on the young workers,
who, today, would he going to college on
government grants,

We never went hungry. A lot of ham-
burger, at three pounds {or o quarter, A lot
of baloney. A big, perpetually simmerin

t of soup. If the porridge wasn't {inish
FI? the maorning, it went into the saup pot.

And 1 remember the odd time when we
had something I've never tasted since. This
was when the butcher would advance nro
more credit, and there wasn't o cent in the
house. Pototo-skin hash.

1 wouldn't mind a good leed of that to-
night. You take some baked potatoes and
put them lkrough the meat grinder. With
the color of the potalo skins, it comes out
looking like meat and potatoes. Fry it up in
a pan with some onions, dirt cheap, and you
had a pretty good dinner, Top it off with
home-made bread and raspberr
serves, and you'd had a gourmet dinner,

It beat hell out of the modetn (rozen TV
dinner, bolh for nourishment and flavor and
was probably better for us than most of the
garbage modern kids eat.

No, we never went hungry, and there
was always a bowl of soup and home-
made bread for the ho who arrived at
the kitchen door, half-frozen and half-
starved.

But T never realized what miracles my
mother and (ather performed in those days,
and 1 wish I had, soaner.

[t's a good year

Likely only one more event will
be tied in with Acton’s centennisl

year, the opening of the Lions pool.

The year's events have been a
far cry from the f{irst bright,
hopeful plans formulated by an
enthusiastic committee over a year
back. And Acton has done much
less than other towns our size to
celebrate the milestone.

It's hard to tell what caused the
change. The switch to regional
government and the lack of a
council of our own surely must
have been a big factor.

Anyway, our centennial year
continues to be a good one.

" Praise warms officials

One thing that warmed the
temperature ot the falr Saturday
and Sunday wag thoe glowing pralso
for this year's falr. IFuly board
officials are tired out, but still
basking in that glow,

A town with diminishing
identity found itsell agaln on the
weekend, and it seemed tho entlre
population of Acton und district
flocked to the fairgrounds to spend
a few hours together.

There seemed to be more from -

out-of-town than ever, resulting In
a kind of do-lt-yoursclf reunton,
failing an organized onc.

Records were broken at the gate
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We're sorry to lose Jennifer
Barr's breczy column Let's Talk
About Horses this week. It
reflected the great increase in
interest in horses in this district -
an interest shown in the horse
entries at this year's fair,

Jennifer has too many other
irong in the fire right now. But
she'll continue to write feature
storics and take pictures in the
district. She was right out in the
middle of the fair horse ring on the
weekend taking pictures of the
winners for the Free Press. And
she led her two darkeys the full
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20 years ago

Taken Irom the Issue of the Free Press
cfoher 14, 1054

Work started yesterday merning on one
of the severnl new subdlvisions {or new
homes in Acton,

Bartlet! Bujlding Co. of St. Catharines

moved in equipment on the subdivision on -

Queen Streel west, locally known as Cohble
13ill. Ten homes will be eonstructed in this
sectlon In the price range under $10,000.

Seven of the 12 night school courses
offered in Acton will be held, It was decided
at a meeling of the Halton night school
management commiltee Tueaday evening
in Miﬁnn high school. Of the total of 332
applications recelved in Acton, Millen and
Grorgetown, 109 were for classes In Aclon.

Police investigated four auto accidents
in this district Sunday invelving nearly

2,000 property damage and three others
: ¢ genifer the Thanksgiving weck-

belfore an
end. No serious injurles were reported.

It was learned arrangements have been
made in the district for one of the color
tours sponsored by a Toronlo paper Lo In-
clude parts of Halton caunly this week. It Is
expected the tour wilt include Eden Mills,
Rockwood, and Campbellville, where an
outdoor church service |s planned for 3 p.m.
Depending on the weather one lo lwo
thousand cars may be on the lour.

A syndicate composed of Ontario and

New York men has acquired pruper{i( at
Terra Cotta and hopes o establish a mitlion
dollar industry there. It |s expected that a
brick plant will employ over 50 men and
will be in full operation by next spring.

and the crowd on Sundoy was o
surprine,

Concorn ahout Sunday opening
I completely dispelled. There
would have beon thousands st the
fulr grounds aginln, I we bad had
winrnith, As It wiis the crowds who
did como showed the officlals the
future possibilities and they started
panning for next year diready,

lexhibits and booths could ensily
have been open again Sundny, The
varioty show could be stremed -
thero  are severnl  Inviting
possibilities,

Another nnovation, the Lions
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parade route - another real ac-
complishment!
Thanks [or everything!

+ +

All of 200,000 people are cx-
pected at the International plowing
match this week, three miles south
of Georgetown, and plenty of them
will be from this district. Halton
Hills will have a digplay, and
brochures will be handed out so
people from other places can gel to
know us, And maybe we'll even get
lo know ourselves a little better!
How many people in Acton or
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The Free Press Back Issues

50 years ago

Taken from the Isaue of the Free ['ress,
September 25, 1121,

It wos announced on Saturday by the
Senate of the tUnlversily of Torento that
Willinm P. G. Hackell, o recent gradunte of
the Guelph Colleginte Vocational Institute,
has heen awarded the John deCrae
Scheolarship, the value of which is approx-
imately $1,100 cogh. This scholarship was
open to all puplis of the Guelph High School.

br. J. M. Waters, of India, was the
preacher al'the sevenly-ninth anniversary
of Knox Church last Sunday. The [hr. has
been a very successful medical missinnary
In India for many vears, and his efforts are
ably seconded by BMrs. Walers. His in-
formation concerning the methods pursued
in reaching the ﬂmple with the gospel ; and
the success achieved gave a very vivid
glimpse of the romance of modern

misslons.

Las( Friday afternoon the farm house of
Mr. William J. Ritchie, Inl 21, concession 4,
Esquesing, was destroyed by flire, It s
thought the fire nriﬁzinatcfl frem a spark
from the chimney falling upon the kitchen
roof. A small quantity of the furniture and
cffects were removed, but the loss of house-
hold goods is heavy. The house and contents
were insured. A phone message was senl to
Messrs. Beardmore & Co.'s tannery for
assistance. A .crew of their firemen
responded al once with their chemical ex-
tinguisher, but by the ttme they arrived the
fire was beyond control. The HRitchie
roperly is near Mr. John Stalker's, and the
ﬁumeless family have been made comlort-
abie there for IK’E present. Mr. Hitchie will
erect lemporary quarters until they make
preparations to build a new house nexti
sUmmer. :
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refreshment tent (wateh that word

that shouldn't be used) was also

quccessful,

Sunday opening and the Lions
project had produced some
critlelsin when first suggested. We
doubt if many complaints remain.

The cexienslon of the fair to
Sunday diftered from Milton's
lhree day concept, which this year
Included Thursday as well as
I'ridoy and Ssturday.

Surely Sunday is the more
reasonable family day.

It wan o great three days for the
town centennial,

Editorial notes

Fsguesing, for instance, could
name all the Halton Hills coun-
cillory?

The leaflet will tell vou.

+ + 4

The new minister at Trinitly
United, Eric Nelson, really made
his mark in Acton in no time, He
came up from his bagsement study
in the church, (his mind on a
serrmon no doubt ) and stepped right
into the middle of a newly-laid
cement step at the front door.

/b years ago

Tuken from the Insue of the Free Press,
fhclabher 5, 1789,

The Twenticth Century Thonkagivin
Fund movement was put Into practica
nperation here last Sunday and the results
are highly satisfactory and cncouraging.

Sermons were preached morning and
evening by Hev, Dr. Carman, General
Superintendent of the Church. Sub-
scriptions and collections were laken for
the Twentieth Century Thanksgiving Fund,
which in all cases are above and diatinct
from all offerings for the regular clrcult
and connexional funds,

The class recently advanced from Misa
(. McPhail's room to the principal’s made
the furmer the reciplent last week of a very
oretly gift in the form of a set of glove,
collars and cuffs boxes, and a pln tray. Miss
McPhail appreciated very much their kind-
hegs of heart. :

Mr. A. P. Symon, who is about to remove
his family to the southwest, will sell his
housegoods by auction on Saturday at the
house of Mrs. Hoss, West Bower Avenue,
Wm. Hemastreet, auctioneer,

The Municipal Council met on Maonday
evening in regular session and tranamitied
all necessary husiness in seven minutes. All
the members were present except Coun-
cillor Murray, :

In addition to the c!ght new sireet lights
which the Fire and Light Committee are
arranging for, a number of private lights
are being put in and ather citizens are con-
sidering the matter,

Hev, Dr. Carman’s address lo the
Sunday School last Sunday afternoon is one
which the scholars and workers will long
remember, both for its laving sentiment
and impressive exhortation o choose
Christ.

GOVERN MENT:

ALL | DID WAS
ASK IT WHAT
THE FOLKS IN

ACTON ESQUESING,
CHINGUA COUSY,
MISSISSAUGA , AND

f STREETSVILLE WiLL

GET IN RETUIN
FOR THEIR
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